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Successful Regional Conferences in Europe and Latin 
America 
…Budapest 
…Barranquilla  
 
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY--Károli Gáspar Reformed University hosted a highly successful 
IAPCHE conference in July. This conference was the third regional conference for the 
European region of IAPCHE; the first was held in Debrecen, Hungary 1992, and the second 
in St. Petersburg, Russia in 1999. Seventy-seven conferees came from 12 countries: Canada, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, the Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Slovak 
Republic, South Africa, Ukraine, and United States. The theme “God’s Word for the 



Academy in Contemporary Culture(s)” helped conferees to explore challenges, discuss 
strategy, and renew and develop friendships with Christian brothers and sisters within the 
academic community. 
 
The conference worked in three tracks:  
1. Strategizing regarding the nature, place, and task of Christian higher education in 
contemporary culture(s). 
2. Providing serviceable insight for elementary and secondary education with respect to 
curriculum, pedagogy, administration, and teacher education. 
3. Reflecting on implications for a comprehensive view of society in general, and specifically 
for churches and for theological training. 
Click here for list papers presented at the Conference.  
 
The following reactions from Budapest conferees demonstrate the importance of 
networking with fellow Christians to promote Christian higher education: 
 
Dr. Peter Kuzmic, Evangelical Theological Seminary, Croatia: The conference in Budapest 
was of strategic importance as it took place a decade after the dismantling of totalitarian communist systems 
based on atheistic worldviews. It was encouraging to see a number of leaders in Christian higher education 
from the post-communist countries and to hear of pioneering and maturing educational institutions based on a 
Christian worldview which are now involved in intellectual and moral reconstruction in the post-communist 
world. There is a temptation that the post-communist ideological and spiritual wasteland be overtaken by 
competing “-isms” and cults without a strong intellectual, defensible and credible witness for Christ and His 
Kingdom. Many evangelical groups are successful in what I call “saving souls but in danger of losing minds.” 
That is why I have been greatly encouraged by the fellowship, deliberations, visions and planning at the 
IAPCHE gathering. 
 
Dr. John Van Dyk, Dordt College, USA: An invitation to a conference in an historic, culturally 
significant city, like Budapest, always comes as a rare privilege. For me, however, the opportunity brought 
with it an extraordinary bonus: an excursion to Nagykörös--70 km southeast of Budapest. Nagykörös is a 
city rescued from the Communists. The Hungarian Reformed Church has succeeded in reclaiming much of the 
confiscated properties and facilities. Today it features a flourishing Reformed church, a flourishing 
Kindergarten-12th grade Christian school system, and a flourishing teacher training college, associated with 
Károli Gáspár Reformed University. How did I get to visit this special place? The credit goes to Sarolta 
Fodor-Nagy, the official respondent to my scheduled Track 2 conference presentation, who invited me to spend 
the day there. Hungary still feels the pain of decades of Communist abuse. At the crossroads between East 
and West, its future, though precarious, looks promising. Nagykörös can contribute in significant ways to the 
promising future of this recovering land. 
 
John De Jager, Christian Schools International, USA:  The conference afforded a special 
opportunity to discuss the critical need to raise up a new generation of people in the region to know their 
purpose in life, to love God through obedient service. This focus became especially acute during the breakout 
group dealing with elementary and secondary education. Mrs. Elena Deis highlighted this need as she talked 
about her personal journey to know God more deeply. She noted this same need in her teenage daughter. She 
laments the present lack of leadership in schools to enable children and young people to know their God-
purposed place in life. She hopes Christian institutions of higher education will take up the challenge to equip 
teachers to provide this leadership. She agrees that Christian teachers need to equip their students to know 
and understand that every subject and every activity belongs to God and must bring honor and glory to him. 



Connecting with colleagues in the region who share this vision, commitment, and mission to take up the 
challenge made the conference valuable. 
 
Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya, Rector, St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy, 
Russia: The conference was a very successful, important and profound experience for all of our six 
participants (including the students), and we are very grateful for being able to participate in it. During the 
Budapest Conference, we had an inspiring conversation with Dr. Andringa, President of CCCU, and now 
we are making progress in becoming an CCCU associate member. We hope it will be a step forward in our 
school’s development. 
 
Dr. Robert C. Andringa, Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU), USA: 
The conference was a wonderful new experience in appreciating God's hand in learning around the world. The 
papers were well conceived and delivered (in spite of unusually hot weather), providing fresh perspectives from 
different vantage points. But, for me, the many informal conversations about the state of Christian higher 
education in different countries were the special blessing. We were all equipped at the conference to teach, 
research and lead with greater appreciation for the diversity of perspectives and the variety of models of Christ-
centered higher learning. Yet, our common bond in Christ provided the warm fellowship of unity. The 
experience in Budapest continues to inform and encourage my role at the CCCU as we face the challenge of 
162 campuses in 21 countries.  
 
Dr. Bálint Korsós, High School of the Pápa Reformed College, Hungary: There is a 
special historical situation in Eastern Europe. After four decades of the forced secularization when the 
churches were closed by the political regime, suddenly the gates were opened. Our society and even our churches 
were not prepared for the new opportunities. The churches began to restore their social institutions. The former 
church primary and secondary schools were revived, and Christian universities were also re-opened. There was 
a ‘strange’ social gap between the different generations: grandparents at that time, who had had church 
education in the prewar times, were encouraging their grandchildren to go to the newly re-opened schools. 
Parents on the other hand, who had not gone through Christian education, were skeptical about these schools. 
(They initially thought their children were gong to turn out as priests and nuns.) But that was ten years ago 
and now all that has changed and the grandpas and grandmas have passed away. Now parents prefer 
Christian education and our Christian schools in Hungary are competing for students. There are two or three 
times more candidates than places.     
 
Dr. Valentin Pessenko, Rostov State University, Russia: I am very grateful to IAPCHE for 
the opportunity to participate in the conference. It was interesting and important for my teaching and 
investigation. I was able to get to know many new colleagues and hope for further fruitful contact with them. 
 
Dr. Jerald Gort, Vrije Universiteit, the Netherlands: This conference exhibited a great measure 
of openness and honesty and was valuable and good. There was evidence of a deep awareness of many specific 
questions and problems on societal, politico-economic and spiritual niveau which churches and higher 
Christian education face in today's east- and west European context where they are called to fulfill their 
mission and task. Questions that arise are: How can we organize, operate, and care for the Christian higher 
education of our future leaders, so that they will understand and define their task and calling in terms of 
transformation through participation? How can Christian higher education transform itself through the 
discovery of varied signs of God's Kingdom in the entire good creation and entire broken and divided world of 
human beings? These questions are very important and require ongoing reflection in an international 
consultative setting. 
 



Latin American Scholars Confer in Colombia 
 
Click here for picture of Barranquilla Conference Delegates. 
 
BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA-- The venue choice for the third Latin American 
Conference of Christian university professors was problematic for many, right up to the time 
of the meetings. Letters came from different countries expressing concern about the growing 
level of violence in Colombia. The fear of violence discouraged some individuals from 
attending the conference. Others, however, saw the choice of venue as an act of solidarity 
with fellow Christians, particularly with the professors who constantly live with uncertainty. 
Our host institution, the Corporación Universitaria Reformada (CUR), the Reformed University 
Corporation, assured us that in the lowland plains close to the Caribbean Sea there were no 
paramilitary, guerrilla nor army to be concerned about.  People from other parts of the 
country come there to escape the violent zones, which tend to be located in the 
mountainous areas. 
 
Rather than encountering violence, we were graciously hosted by the teaching and 
administrative staff of CUR.  We saw no soldiers, heard no explosions, felt no sense of fear 
from the population, felt no hostility from the people on the street.  Of course, with one or 
two exceptions, we were all from Latin American countries, and all Spanish speaking. There 
were also those from Brazil whose native language is Portuguese. The warmth and 
spontaneity of the people was contagious and made us thankful to share four days in the life 
and struggles of that country. 
 
Two months prior to the conference, CUR had received governmental accreditation for its 
programs of study.  Our meeting was, therefore, a fitting celebration for what in Latin 
America has been a rare achievement for a Protestant institution. 
 
The meetings were held in the aula magna of the CUR from the evening of Thursday, July 11, 
2002, until 5 p.m. Sunday, July 14, when our service of thanksgiving ended. There were 
about thirty registered participants, plus a number of local Colombian professors who were 
present at most of the meetings.  Since our total budget was only $2000, we gave partial help 
to a very limited number of participants for transportation costs.  Most came with financial 
support from their respective institutions, personal gifts, or at their own expense.  Given the 
financial crisis in nearly every country of Latin America, there were many who wanted to 
come, but could neither pay their way nor find other financial resources. In light of this, we 
were thankful that representatives from ten countries could participate. 
 
At the heart of the conference were eight major studies (click here for listing) presented by 
participants on the theme: “The Challenges of Knowing to Christian Education in a 
Globalized World.”  Following each presentation, we followed diverse dynamics in order to 
deepen and extend the reflections of the speakers: small groups, reactors, plenary discussion, 
and panels.  Some of the contributions shared are included in the “The Covenant of 
Barranquilla”.  Guillermo Servian from Paraguay was our accomplished guitarist and song 
leader. The music gave a sense of the Lord’s presence and liveliness to our devotional 
periods.  Nelly Garcia, IAPCHE board member, and José Luís Soto, both from Costa Rica, 
led us in our closing service. 



 
Messages of support and encouragement were received from various groups, and some of 
these groups showed their solidarity by sending delegates to the conference.  The Latin 
American Theological Fraternity sponsored a member of its central committee, H. Fernando 
Bullón.  The Council of Christian Colleges and Universities was ably represented by Richard 
Pott from Washington.  World Vision graciously offered to sponsor two Cuban delegates, 
and, when this could not be arranged, agreed that an equivalent amount could be used for 
the publication of the Conference materials.  The local university generously provided the 
essential services: secretarial, communications, transportation and cultural arrangements.  
The dry weather and the not-too-oppressive heat were compensated for by the warmth and 
the enthusiastic Latin spontaneity that gave life and luster to every moment shared in this 
bustling city on the Caribbean coast. 
 
We spent the first morning with Gonzalo Dernéy Ramos, the rector, and some of the 
professors of CUR listening to their analysis of the crisis of their land, and then asking the 
many questions which we brought with us with regard to the state of security in the country. 
We were informed that the so-called Plan Colombia raises more questions than it answers 
for Colombian Christians.  There is a great deal of skepticism about whether the sending of 
more than a billion dollars of arms and military equipment by the United States, will 
contribute to the peace process.  The Christians in that land are of the opinion that they are 
facing an escalation of the violence with significant increases in injuries and deaths due to 
this military expansion.  The victims are not only from the military, but more and more of 
them are innocent civilians.   
 
What, then, is the role of Christian education, particularly at the tertiary level in the training 
of future leaders in a poor and unstable society?  We found it very difficult to provide 
meaningful answers for those involved in such situations.  Christian professors in their 
respective fields are called upon to bring moral and spiritual guidelines to bear on their 
analysis, as they seek answers and discover the implications of these answers for the needs of 
these societies.  Those currently involved in making societal crisis decisions, we judged, must 
act according to their own enlightened consciences. They must also pray for wisdom to 
confront tomorrow’s responsibilities when they come with new challenges. 
 
The seriousness of the Colombian situation brought questions to the rest of the conference.  
Globalization was not seen as some great monster to be conquered, but rather a reality that 
must be faced honestly and boldly. Like all tremendous growth in knowledge and power, it 
carries possibilities for good and for evil.  For the smaller countries of our world, its 
imposition often creates unhealthy dependence, unfair economic restrictions, aggravated 
environmental problems, and crippling industrial and trade restrictions.  The rules of the 
international game are made by the rich and powerful nations.   
 
Some of the injustices of such rules were commented on by the speakers and covered in the 
discussions.  Singled out were the international financial organizations: the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, multinational banks, and the commercial giants.  Loans 
and “foreign aid” are conditioned by a free trade clause giving unlimited access to foreign 
markets for the companies of rich nations.   However, restrictive tariffs are freely applied 
against the products of poorer countries whenever they pose a threat to the products of the 
more powerful and industrialized countries on the world market.  So-called foreign aid is 



usually added to the burden of the external debt.  We could not ignore the crisis situation of 
Argentina and other Latin American peoples, whose future looks dim.  Recognition was 
given to the corrosive effects of corruption that grows like a cancer in all of our societies. 
Some of these concerns as well as others are addressed in our “Covenant of Barranquilla”. 
Even with our busy work schedule, we had time for relaxation. We were given a musical 
treat by the Youth Symphonic Orchestra of the Presbyterian school system. This school 
system provides the solid base for CUR.  On another day, we were taken by bus to see four 
or five other private universities, then had a ride through the beautiful coastal area and 
visited an old historic pier, more than a mile in length.  It was built in the nineteenth century, 
used for a century or more for handling cargo, and is now in disuse. (See photo below.) 
 
We hope to have our next Latin American conference in 2004 in Brazil or El Salvador.  The 
AIPESC committee for future activities includes: Carlos Caldas (Brazil), Gonzalo Dernéy 
(Colombia), Nelly García (Costa Rica), Ana Lidia Galvao (Brazil), Carlos Mondragón 
(México), and Carlos Rivas (El Salvador).  Alvin Góngora offered to edit and publish the 
study papers of AIPESC III. CUR has agreed to continue as the AIPESC communications 
center until the next meeting.  Dernéy will continue to edit our Spanish newsletter, 
NotiAIPESC. Copies of our first two books may be ordered from CUR. 
 

Words of Farewell and Introduction from John Hulst 
 

I'm writing shortly after returning from the Central European Regional Conference in 
Budapest, Hungary.  As a report elsewhere in this issue of Contact will indicate, the 
conference was very successful in that it brought many Christian scholars together—from 
Western and Eastern Europe, as well as North America—in united reflection on how to 
meet the many challenges facing Christian higher education in this region of the world-wide 
IAPCHE community.  The resolutions adopted by the conference clearly indicate a 
commitment to meeting these challenges in a concrete, biblically directed way. (Click here 
for resolutions.) 
  
It was my privilege to open and chair the Budapest Conference—my last official act as 
Executive Secretary of IAPCHE.  And what a privilege it was!  The conference was the 
result of a planning process that began with the St. Petersburg Conference in 1999.  It 
brought together a number of persons who have been long-time IAPCHE members and 
leaders, plus a significant number for whom this was their first-time contact with IAPCHE; 
and it gave all of us an opportunity to (re)commit in a concrete way to the vision and 
mission of our Association.  
  
In addition, the conference reminded me of the marvelous opportunities I've had to serve 
the Association for the past six years--since my retirement as the president of Dordt 
College.  I'm thankful to God and to the IAPCHE board for giving me these opportunities 
and to my wife, Louise, for her encouragement and support in taking on the many 
responsibilities involved in the Executive Secretary's position.  
  
I'm also thankful for the opportunity to introduce Dr. Nick Lantinga, the new Executive 
Secretary.  I was able to do that at the Budapest Conference—although Dr. Lantinga was not 
present--and I'm pleased to do so now by way of this editorial.  Dr. Lantinga is a 1990 
graduate of Calvin College, an institutional member of IAPCHE. He holds a Ph.D. in 



Political Science from Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois, with a dissertation titled “The 
Miracle that Saves the World:” Augustine and Hannah Arendt's Politics of Redemption. In August, Dr. 
Lantinga became an adjunct member of the Dordt College faculty, teaching a course in 
cross-cultural studies. He and his wife Sherri, a member of the psychology faculty at Dordt 
College, have three children. 
 
I've known Dr. Lantinga for some time.  I first met him when he was chairing the local 
chapter of the Association for Public Justice.  Since that time I have come to know him as 
someone who understands and is whole-heartedly committed to the reformational 
perspective directing IAPCHE. The selection committee and the board of IAPCHE were 
impressed with Dr. Lantinga's insightfulness, enthusiasm, knowledge and support of 
Christian education, especially Christian higher education. I trust that he will be well received 
by the membership of the Association, and I pray that he will be used by God to promote 
Christian higher education throughout the world.  
  
The board has asked that I serve as Senior Advisor to the Secretariat—which I am pleased to 
do.  The office of the Secretariat, which includes Anne Maatman as Office Manager, will 
continue to be located on the campus of Dordt College. Dordt has graciously agreed to 
serve as the institutional home of the Association, which involves providing office space, 
furnishings, computer equipment and web access, telephone, printing services, bulk mailing 
discounts, and signage. 
 
The future is bright for IAPCHE as it seeks "to serve Jesus Christ as Lord by fostering, 
worldwide, the development of integral Christian higher education through networking and 
related academic activity."  We move ahead together, under new leadership in the assurance 
that "The Lord almighty is with us."  Psalm 46:11 
 

Lantinga’s Enthusiastic Acceptance 
 

As John Hulst’s tenure as Executive Secretary closes, we can indeed agree with the words of 
the Psalmist.  The Lord almighty has been with us.  Looking back over several accounts of 
IAPCHE’s 27-year history, along with some of the struggles we have overcome, I believe 
that Conference 2000 was a major turning point.  As you have probably already noticed, the 
regional associations are bearing promising fruit, with more developments on the way.  
Without John’s extraordinary efforts I doubt that IAPCHE would be moving forward at our 
fast and quickening pace. 
 
While racing through my tasks as Executive Secretary, I’ve been delighted at the warm 
reception extended to me by so many members.  I trust that they sense in me an enthusiasm 
for Christian education.  It comes easily to me since I have been raised by parents who have 
always supported Christian education worldwide.  I wish I could say that my lifelong 
education in Christian educational institutions has yielded only positive experiences.  Sadly 
they have not.  Even so, I live with gratitude for all those who with Grace sufficient have 
instilled in me an abiding wonder at God’s multifaceted world.  For, even after sin’s 
depredations, this remains my Father’s world.   
 
Indeed, as Abraham Kuyper and C.S. Lewis were eager to remind us, God claims every 
square inch and every split second of our world.  Together, my wife and I try to strengthen 



our three young children’s ability to recognize God’s presence by chasing (and tagging!) 
butterflies, playing soccer and reading books together.  With friends and colleagues we 
wrestle with the ways in which the effect of sin clouds our intellectual activities.  We have 
found that working at a college, which enjoys support from the broader Christian 
community, provides many opportunities for fruitful exchanges and even kindhearted 
corrections.  I believe that in order to think correctly, Christians in higher education must 
remain closely connected to the people of God—those both inside and outside of the 
academic community.   
 
This view of the thinker’s vocation is not widely shared by western intellectuals.  Since the 
horrible events of September 11, 2001, many have recycled the Enlightenment’s claim that 
the world is divided between the forces of reason and the pathologies of religion.  In a 
special September 11, 2002 edition of The Guardian, Simon Schama opposes “militant 
theocracy against the tolerant Enlightenment.”  This is rather odd given Schama’s fine 
discussions of the French Revolution where the children of the Enlightenment were 
anything but tolerant.  Political consultants Paul Begala and James Carville have tried to 
make the same case in a more partisan context of North American politics.  In The Atlantic 
Monthly historian Philip Jenkins goes so far as to oppose Western rationalist “reformers” to 
Southern “supernaturalism and neo-orthodoxy.”   
 
No member of IAPCHE should agree with such an understanding of thinking.  Indeed, 
Jenkin’s view is particularly objectionable because he inverts many of the most important 
insights of the Reformation.  Instead of opposing reason and revelation, Christians should 
recognize that thinking cannot properly proceed apart from the grace of God.  Although we 
Christian educators falter, God remains committed to us, empowering us to fulfill our 
vocation.  In our humility in formulating our arguments, in the caring way we nurture and 
correct each other, in our respect for the whole tradition of Christian reflection, in our 
refusal to be rendered by national boundaries, and in our concern for the tasks carried out by 
the whole body of Christ, we testify to God’s grace.  Insofar as we faithfully respond to our 
faithful God, we will always provide a fresh, exciting, and liberating alternative to the stale, 
recycled and enslaving beliefs so prominent in Western academia.   
 
It is my prayer that IAPCHE will continue to strengthen this witness to God’s grace.  When 
I conclude my tenure, I hope that those who carry on the task can again emphatically 
declare, “The Lord almighty is with us.” 
 



 
On Dordt College Campus May 24, 2002: Participants in IAPCHE Executive Committee meeting 
pause for a photo before a member luncheon where IAPCHE Chairman Dr. George N. Monsma Jr. 
announced that Dordt College would host the IAPCHE offices and that Dr. Nick Lantinga would 
assume the Executive Secretary position on July 1, 2002. (Left to right) Dr. John B. Hulst, Executive 
Secretary Emeritus; Dr. Harry Fernhout, board member; Dr. John C. Vander Stelt, advisor to the 
Secretariat; Lantinga; Dr. Carl Zylstra, Dordt College president; Monsma, Mrs. Nelly Garcia, Vice-
Chair; Mrs. Anne Maatman, Office Manager. 
 

Budapest Delegates Adopt Proposals 
 

The Budapest Conference concluded with a strategy meeting where the following resolutions 
were adopted. A specific proposal for action is being formulated now, and will be presented 
to the IAPCHE board for approval. 
 
Track 1: “The Nature, Place and Task of Christian Higher Education in Contemporary 
Culture”  
Summary of the report by Peter Blokhuis, Lecturer in Philosophy at the Christelijke 
Hogeschool in Ede, the Netherlands: 

 • Self-criticism must be a part of Christian higher education. 
 • Each region of IAPCHE should be aware of its regional characteristics. 
 • Multi-cultural dialogue is good and is to be promoted. 

Proposals to IAPCHE Board for the Europe region: 
 • That there be a European Conference in 2004 with the theme, "Christian Higher 
Education in Civil Society" with tracks for special disciplines and interdisciplinary 
discussion. 
 • That consultancy groups be organized to deal with particular themes e.g.  
student life in dormitories 
 • That exchange of textbooks/writings by members/others be stimulated. 
 • That ideas for curricula development in Christian higher education be encouraged.  
 • That the possibility of a European institution hosting a European website be 
explored. 

 
Track 2: “Providing Serviceable Insight for Christian Elementary and Secondary Education”  



Summary of report by Dale Dieleman, Worldwide Christian Schools, Grand Rapids, MI, 
USA: 

 • The needs faced by Christian teachers in Central and Eastern Europe must be 
identified, along with a focus on existing programs to address those needs. 
 • Where there are gaps between needs and programs, Christian Higher Education 
should be asked to assist in filling those gaps, e.g. by: 

o Demonstrating how to teach Christianly. 
o Working with churches to inspire young people to teach. 
o Providing learning materials (textbooks and others) written from a 
Christian perspective. 
o Developing programs in teacher education and professional  
development. 
o Supplying leaders and administrators with programs that address proper 
school administration. 
 • It was noted that ACSI provides 
o Teacher training institutes in Central Europe, 
o Regional and international partnerships for faculty and students, and 
o Scholarship opportunities. 

Proposal: That the IAPCHE board act on its Conference 2000 commitment to 
IAPCHE/CES collaboration by investigating—along with its member organization in 
central Europe—the possibility of developing a network to focus on: 

 • Developing a model for a Christian School teacher’s certificate (continuing 
education or masters program). 
 • Organizing a regional conference for educators and Christian higher  
education representatives. 
 • The development of educational  
materials, i.e., create new or adapt existing materials. 
 • The establishment of a regional  
learning center—which could include a “lab school.” 

 
Track 3: “Implications for a Comprehensive View of Society in General and Specifically for 
Churches and Theological Training”  
Summary of report by Ferenc Szûcs, Károli Gáspar Reformed University, Budapest, 
Hungary: 

 • In developing another conference we must recognize gaps between  
cultures; seek to understand each other; make clear the Protestant and Orthodox 
traditions; receive more input from other denominations; and prepare a brief pre-
conference paper about each country/area describing the area with its history etc. 
 • The dialogue between science and faith is important. 
 • There is need for a new, contemporary Christian apologetics. 
 • We must develop a hermeneutical approach to educational methodology. 
 • We must reflect on how Christian Higher Education speaks to culture and 
civilization. 

Proposals: 
 • That we encourage inter-disciplinary partnerships among Christians in different 
countries via e-mail and website. 
 • That institutions share and discuss mission statements in the context of 
consultancy groups. 



 • That the next conference be in Western Europe. (This last proposal was rejected.) 
 

The Covenant of Barranquilla 
 

Professors from public and private universities, drawn from many countries met together in 
Barranquilla, Colombia, July 11-14, 2002. This meeting was the third conference of the Latin 
American affiliate (AIPESC) of IAPCHE.  The general theme of the convocation was: “The 
Challenges of Knowing for Christian Education in a Globalized World.” This was 
considered from distinctive points of view and emphases of the various academic disciplines. 
(Click here for picture.) 
 

We thought it appropriate to share some of these views with the Protestant community.  We 
committed ourselves to the following declarations: 

1. The meetings were held in Colombia, a country that is going through a particularly 
difficult moment in its history, because of: 

a. The violence that is perpetrated by the different factions; 
b. The impact of globalization and the application of neo-liberal policies in 
different areas of life which had contributed to the economic and 
unemployment crisis in the whole Latin American region. 
c. The implementation of the so-called Colombia Plan which in its own way 
has contributed to the violence. All of this has made us more conscious of 
our responsibility as Christian professors to communicate to our students the 
values of the Kingdom of God and its justice. 

2. We consider that the church is obliged to respond in a creative and committed 
way to the problems of Latin America, in order to be consistent with its prophetic 
call to service. 
3. We believe that education, especially university education, plays a very important 
role in the economic and social development of a country. This is so because without 
highly qualified professors, a scientific approach to development that would respond 
to the challenges of the world today is impossible.  Quality education should be 
accompanied with the promotion of values that would instill in both students and 
professors a sense of responsibility toward, and social commitment to, the 
marginalized and needy. 
4. Conscious that globalization and neo-liberal policies threaten and attack the public 
university and promote its privatization, thus reducing the possibility that poor 
students have access to higher education, we commit ourselves to: 

a. Support the reflection on a prophetic and creative critique of higher 
education to respond to the needs of our contemporary world.  In the same 
way, this education should be dialogued, consciousness-raising, and critical. 
b. Give educational processes a holistic, interdisciplinary, participative, and 
integral focus, which could produce real changes in the person. 
c. Meet our challenges as professors in a pluralistic context, knowing that we 
owe obedience and loyalty to the Lord of history, and also challenging the 
ideological cloak of globalization and the use of knowledge for covetous 
ends. 
d. Promote good stewardship of all the resources that the Lord has put at our 
disposal: knowledge, intelligence, time, material resources, and all kinds of 
gifts and talents, which should be committed to a creative Christian ethic. 



e. Care for the environment on a macro level as well as in everyday actions, 
keeping in mind that this is our God-given responsibility. 
f. Work to integrate the Protestant universities into their social context and 
enable them to continue with their contributions to the communities they 
serve.  In this context the projects for universities promoted by the 
Protestant churches throughout Latin America have a great challenge as 
private institutions that do not view education as a mere profitable business. 
g. Speak about the negative aspects of globalization in our communities and 
promote alternatives for living together, based on the values of the Kingdom.  
We cannot hide the fact that globalization and neo-liberal policies have a 
negative effect on the Latin American countries, especially on the poorest 
nations. 
h. Seize the opportunity offered to us in the different fields of technological 
and scientific knowledge in order to counteract the effects of globalization 
that continue to generate many more poor people in the world. 
i. Develop serious proposals for an alternative to community life that 
represents life in which the values of the Kingdom of God and his justice 
would be the foundation. 
j. Promote projects and events within the university community that would 
help quicken the conscience of its members and aid them in their effort to 
promote the values of the Kingdom of God presented in the gospels:  
tolerance, justice, peace, liberty, human rights, solidarity, love, brotherhood, 
liberty of conscience, and respect for creation. 
 

We confess that learning is a continual process in which, as professors and students, we seek 
together the true meaning of our lives and existence.  We recognize the fact that knowledge 
requires humility in the face of our own limitations, and love for all people.  We affirm that 
we follow the steps of our Master as his and pray that our actions decisions bring us closer 
to the shalom of the Kingdom of God. 
 

Ballots for Board Elections Distributed 
 

Individual IAPCHE members in the Asia/Oceania, Latin America, and North America 
regions may now vote for a regional board member. The IAPCHE board is made up of two 
members from each region; board members serve a three-year term and may be re-elected 
once. Ballots were sent by e-mail and airmail in September. Ballots must be returned to the 
IAPCHE office by November 15, 2002. If you did not receive a ballot, contact the IAPCHE 
office immediately: iapche@dordt.edu; FAX 712 722 4496; IAPCHE, 498 4th Avenue NE, 
Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697 USA. 
 

Landmark Decisions at June Board Meeting 
 

The IAPCHE Board met via an Internet “chat room” in June to make landmark decisions 
for the Association—namely to choose an institutional home and to appoint a new paid 
executive secretary. Since 1996, the executive secretary provided services pro deo. At 
Conference 2000, the IAPCHE board boldly agreed to move ahead also organizationally and 
committed to hiring a staff.  
 



The board gratefully received the offer of Dordt College and its president, Dr. Carl Zylstra, 
to provide facilities and services for IAPCHE’s physical office. Since 1975, IAPCHE offices 
were located at Potchefstroom University, Calvin College, and Dordt College. 
 
The following process used for choosing Dordt College as host institution: In January 2002, 
a letter was sent to all those listed as IAPCHE institutional members inquiring whether they 
would provide the Association with an institutional home for the Secretariat and a candidate 
for the Executive Secretary position. The responses—both positive and negative—were 
encouraging in that they indicated interest in and support for the work of the Association. 
When the time came to make a selection, two members--Dr. Harry Fernhout, ICS, Toronto 
and Dr. Mary Muchiri, Daystar, Nairobi, presently teaching at Taylor University, Upland, 
Indiana, expanded the executive committee. After reviewing offers and interviewing 
candidates, the expanded committee recommended that the board accept Dordt’s offer and 
appoint Dr. Nick Lantinga as quarter-time Executive Secretary. 
 
The board was also pleased with Lantinga’s willingness to accept the appointment as 
Executive Secretary—on an interim basis for 2002-2003, and at a quarter-time for 2003-
2004. Dr. John Hulst terminated his services as executive secretary on June 30, 2002. He will 
continue his association with IAPCHE as Executive Secretary Emeritus and as Senior 
Advisor—especially during the first (interim) year of Lantinga’s tenure. In light of the 
increased workload since Conference 2000, the board approved increasing the hours for 
Anne Maatman to 32 per week. The expanded job description included the facilitation of a 
membership drive and planning of regional conferences. 
 

Do you have an e-mail address?  
 

Check this list of IAPCHE members with no e-mail address on file. If you have an e-
address, inform us at iapche@dordt.edu. (If you do not have e-mail, we will continue to 
notify you about activities by airmail.) 
 
Ms. Jane A. Awiti, Nairobi, Kenya 
Mr. Thys Braaksma, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Mr. Andrew H. Carver, Durham, England, UK 
Rev. D.G.M. Chitekwe, Blantyre, Malawi 
Dr. Mrs. G. Christopher, Chennai, India 
Prof. Dr. Janos Csohany, Hungary 
Prof.  A.S. De Beer, Potchefstroom, So.Africa 
Rev. Lin Dmitzy, Moscow Region, Russia 
Prof. Theo G. Donner, Medellin, Colombia 
Mrs. Laurel Gasque, Seattle, USA 
Dr. Olof A. Henning, Bloemfontein, So.Africa 
Dr. Ho Chan Hwang, Seoul, Korea 
Prof. Emmanuel Janagan J., Pollachi, India 
Mrs. Gail Jansen, Tucson, USA 
Rev. Samson E. Khama, SW Prov., Cameroon 
Dr. Takeshiro Kodera, Kobe, Japan 
Mrs. J.M. Leerling, Vledder, Netherlands 
Mr. Ismael Leon Limache, La Paz, Bolivia 



Dr. Chang Ho Lim, Pusan, Korea 
Mr. H. H. Magara, So. Africa 
Mr. M.N. Mamafha, Masia, So. Africa 
Rev. Humphrey Masebeni, Kokstad, So.Africa 
Mr. E. Mashau, Mashau, So. Africa 
Mr. O. M. Mathew, Kottayam, India 
Drs. J.M. Mudde, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
M. M. Mulaudzi, Mashamba, So. Africa 
Rev. Daniel Mutati, Kitwe, Zambia 
Dr. Dieumeme Noelliste, Kingston, Jamaica 
Ms. Jemima Oluoch, Nairobi, Kenya 
Ms. Gladys Otinga Ondgra, Nairobi, Kenya 
Mr. Richard H. Ravele, Sibasa, So. Africa 
Prof. Foston Dziko Sakala, Lusaka, Zambia 
Mr. H. A. Schaaij, Emmeloord, Netherlands 
Mr. Phillemon M. Sengani, N.Prov., So.Africa 
Rev. Istvan Thuroczy, Kossuth U.22, Hungary 
Mr. T. N. Tshikambe, Tshifundi, So. Africa 
Mr. N. N. Tshishonge, Tshaulu, So. Africa 
Prof. N. Theo Van Der Merwe, Potchefstroom, So. Africa 
Ms. Pam Wells, Richmond, USA 
A M Willcox, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
 

Introducing Polytechnic University of Nicaragua, new 
institutional member 
 

MANAGUA, NICARAGUA--The Baptist Convention of Nicaragua, founded UPOLI in 
1967. It is a university with a Christian purpose, serving the public interest. Faithful to its 
motto “Serving the Community,” UPOLI is open to everyone without discrimination. 80% 
of the students come from low-income families. For 33 years it has been serving the people 
of Nicaragua. During this period, more than 5300 professionals and technicians have been 
prepared by UPOLI to serve society. 
 
UPOLI serves 13 professional and academic programs for up to 5,400 students. Its main 
campus is located at Managua, the capital. Since 1996 UPOLI has opened three university 
extension centers at Boaco, 90 kilometer distant in the south-central region, with 400 
students; at Rivas, 120 kilometers south of the capital, with 300 students; and at Estell, 140 
kilometers to the north. Through these centers they serve people who live far away from 
university centers, with professional and technical programs geared to the needs of those 
areas. 
 
The university’s mission is to  

 • train high quality human resources of academic excellence with Christian, ethic and 
moral values, to promote scientific, social, economic and cultural development, and  
 • to promote the development of a culture of peace with conflict solving, human 
development and living together, and respect to the environment and the integrity of 
the creation. 



 
New Master’s Program in Business Administration 
In May 2002, Dr. Rene Santoveña, Rector of the Autonomous University of the State of 
Morelos, Mexico, inaugurated the new UPOLI Masters' Degree Program in Business 
Administration (with a focus on small and mid-size enterprises). The program is run in 
association with the University of Morelos. 
 
"I trust that this program will contribute to the common good and especially to strengthen 
the ties of collaboration, brotherhood and solidarity existing between our two universities 
and people,” said Rector Santoveña. “We want the students to become researchers to help 
decrease the inherent risks in business, thus contributing to its success.” 
 
“Virtual UPOLI” Project 
Members of California based Third World Development Corporation and representatives of 
The Fielding Institute of Santa Barbara, California and EduDyne/Cyvergence Corporation 
presented a distance education project based upon virtual, or on-line, teaching through 
Internet to the UPOLI Board and staff. UPOLI Rector García has appointed a special 
commission to coordinate with these international organizations to develop a model, using 
state-of-the-art technology for the Nicaraguan students. 
 
Degrees Granted 
166 new professionals received their professional titles in the XVII Graduation Ceremony 
held in December 2001. The professionals are graduates of the careers of Agricultural 
Administration, Business Administration, Banking and Finance, Public Accounting and 
Finance, Law, Design, Economy, Nursing, Statistical Economics and Marketing. The 
graduation ceremony was dedicated to Dr. García and to the UPOLI teachers.  
 
"We dedicate this ceremony to Dr. Sergio Denis García because of his outstanding 
educational, scientific and cultural work during his 22 years as Rector, and to the teachers 
because of their willingness to transmit their knowledge and vast experience," Celsa Paola 
Rugama, best student, said in her dedication speech. Celsa, of the Law career, graduated with 
honors with an average of 100.  
  
"Progress depends, to a great extent, upon education. Today, the conviction is deeply rooted 
that education constitutes one of the most powerful weapons we have to forge the future. 
The main danger in a world marked by interdependence and globalization, is that a deep gap 
is opening between a minority capable of being a part of that new world, and a powerless 
majority unable to influence their own fate," Rector García said.  
 
UPOLI Characteristics 
UPOLI is unique among the universities and Nicaraguan society because of its leadership 
role in a giving emphasis to fundamental social values, which are extremely important for 
Nicaragua. 
 
The holistic formation it gives to its students, which includes the formation of 
professional, ethical and Christian values, promoting the development of a culture of peace 
within the university community and the society in general. 



 
Its 54 year-old School of Nursing is the oldest and most prestigious one in the Pacific 
zone of Nicaragua. In 1995 it signed a sisterhood agreement with the School of Nursing of 
the Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Another one was signed with George 
Mason University of Georgia. A particular characteristic of the School is its relationship with 
the community. Nursing students participate in a Teaching and Service Integration Program 
at the Anexo Villa Libertad community of Managua, in order to learn more about the real 
situation of the people. This program is coordinated with the Ministry of Health, as a model 
of Primary Health Care Assistance, an approach that is recommended by the World Health 
Organization.  
 
Undergraduate programs are completed in two phases, the first by full-time study for two 
and one-half to three years, to earn the Associate diploma, and the second phase of one-half 
to two years, often through Saturday classes, to achieve the Bachelor's degree. This system 
allows the students to either enter the workforce after the first phase, returning for advanced 
studies later, or finish both the diploma and degree phase in four to five years of continuous 
study. 
 
The Department of Theology and Pastoral Care provides counseling and theological 
reflection courses to the university community. It has a choir and organizes student camps. 
It also carries out a ministry of social support to street children of the Jorge Dimitrov Barrio, 
one of the poorest in Managua. It involves the university community in educational, cultural 
and religious activities to benefit families, especially the children and youth, in the 
neighborhood. 
 

Introducing International Theological Education 
Ministries, new affiliate member 
 

ST. LOUIS, MO, USA--Mission Mandate: Theological education, translations, and 
establishment of educational institutions and libraries; without the imposition of a western 
paradigm on a non-western missionary field! 
 
Please read on about one of the most exciting adventures in missions undertaken by a 
handful of men and women who answered His calling and enabling to respond to the cries 
of the people, “How long O Lord…?” 
 
Three generations ago the countries of the former Soviet Union fell into the hands of 
communistic atheism and the people cried out “How long O Lord?”  For three generations 
they labored under the oppression of men like Joseph Stalin who both persecuted Christians 
and prohibited the open practice of their beliefs. 
 
As a result of this period of “theological drought,” the church was driven underground and 
many were forced to live a life within that was on the outside for all intents and purposes, 
hopeless. 
 
In the early 1990s changes had begun and Christ for Russia (later to become a division of 
International Theological Education Ministries Inc.--ITEM) helped to organize Donetsk 



Regional Theological School in Eastern Ukraine for the purpose of equipping pastors, 
teachers, and lay leaders in sound theological doctrine.  The situation at that time was 
unfortunate.  Any man who knew where to find two books of the Bible was called a pastor 
of the local church.  ITEM decided to do something about this situation by providing 
pastoral training.  That school now offers a Bible Certificate, Bachelors and Masters Degree 
as well as a correspondence and sacred music program.  It is also the sight of a semi-annual 
conference, Power in the Pulpit, a weeklong homiletics practicum with workshops--the last 
conference attended by over 1000 participants.   
 
In Riga, Latvia, ITEM has established a Master’s Degree program which is sharing a portion 
of its student body/leaders with the Access Program at Covenant Theological Seminary in 
St. Louis.  This school was founded by ITEM through the substantial efforts of Dr. Gerard 
Van Groningen, former professor of Old Testament at numerous theological institutions.  
 
ITEM also participates in the provision of faculty, literature, financial support for programs 
either instituted by or in partnership with ITEM; sites include Riga, Latvia, Odessa, Ukraine 
(where ITEM has placed a full-time missionary theologian in partnership with PCA Mission 
to the World and Christian Reformed Church World Missions), Tyumen, Siberia (in 
partnership with Footprints International--EPC), Campena Romania, Budapest Hungary, 
and formerly St. Petersburg, Russia.   
 
The basic program consists of intensive lecture and classroom preparations in a two-week 
term, 8-10 hours per day, conducting workshops and discussion groups in the evening, 
preaching in local churches at every opportunity, and preparing the student body for the 
practicum two weeks that follow each academic sessions.   
 
Dr. R. David Ludwick became involved with ITEM, at the request of Dr. Van Groningen 
who had assumed the presidency after the retirement of Rev. Nicholas Vogelzang, founder.  
After Van Groningen retired in 1996, Ludwick assumed the presidency.  The work expanded 
including the homiletics conference, which was organized through the effort of Dr. Robert 
den Dulk of Westminster Theological Seminary (California) and Dr. Joel Nederhood, 
formerly of the Back to God Hour. 
 
The primary functions of ITEM are the substantive, theological, and practical training that 
the academic curriculum provides coordinated with the establishment of theological libraries 
and the translation of theological literature.  ITEM is Reformed in its theology and is a non-
denominational, non para-church organization, which serves the function of training those 
whom God calls to work in His church.   
 
For information, feel free to contact Dr. R. David Ludwick at item@item.org or 314 568-
0174 or PO Box 31456, St. Louis, MO 63131. 
 
We are blessed to share in our Lord’s mandate that His people should be Bible literate and 
taught the theology that Scripture teaches.  We pray that our motto is consistent not only 
with yours, but also with His mandate: equipping reliable leaders in sound doctrine. 
 



Introducing Nazareth Margoschis Christian College, 
new institutional member 
 

PILLAYANMANAI, INDIA--Nazareth Margoschis Christian College (NMCC) in Tamil 
Nadu, South India, offers three-year degree courses along with two-year postgraduate 
courses. 
 
Economically backward villages surround Pillayanmanai, where NMCC is located. NMCC is 
committed to creating an awakening in these villages. So far, they have conducted extra-
curricular activities including 

• Workshop on short story and essay writing 
• Inter-collegiate competitions 
• Workshop on spoken English 
• English language seminar for Dalits 
• Talents Day 
• Women’s Day 
• Career Guidance Cell 
• Women’s Development and Research 
Centre 

 

Future plans at NMCC call for these projects with promising potential: 
• Workshop on spoken English and spoken Hindi 
• Strengthening Career Guidance Cell 
• Making the Women’s Development and Research Centre more meaningful and 
relevant with adequate infra-structure 
• Vocational Training of women students and hostellers to make use of idle time 
• Making the campus lush green 
• Computer literacy program for the college staff and the Dalits of adapted villages 
• Drainage schemes 
• Rainwater harvesting and conservation of the environment 
• Helping the poor students to get bank loans 
• Free medical camp 
• Health and social awareness programs 
• Anti-child labor awareness program 
• AIDS awareness program 
• Female infanticide awareness program 
• Promoting missionary zeal among the students 
• Conducting lectures on national integration 
• Personality development 

 

Africa Centre Launches Media Options 
 

Newsletter 
A periodical newsletter called "African Links" is a means of keeping interested parties 
informed not only of the development of the Centre but as a way of sharing news on what is 
happening in Christian higher education across the African continent. The first issue is 
available at http://amani.org.au/cpchea/ 
 



African Journal for Transformational Scholarship 
The Centre for the Promotion of Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA) will soon 
launch a twice-yearly academic journal to be called African Journal of Scholarship and Faith. 
It would be an interdisciplinary journal in which scholars could publish refereed papers 
bringing a Christian perspective to bear on issues of contemporary relevance to Africa. The 
journal would be published online free of charge, but would also be available in print form 
by paying an annual subscription rate.  It would be open to anyone but papers by CPCHEA 
members will receive priority. Papers by members that do not meet the requirements for a 
refereed journal, if otherwise judged suitable, would still be published online. 
 
New Web Address 
A considerable amount of work has now been done on rebuilding and expanding the 
CPCHEA web site.  This includes provision for online membership application and entries 
to the directory.  It also includes a member services section, which requires password access-
-in this case a Member ID and a Member Code. The decision to expand the Internet 
facilities for CPCHEA was an outcome of the March/April council forum. This successful 
and encouraging meeting was held using a web-based discussion forum and e-mail.  
 
The new CPCHEA web address is: http://amani.org.au/cpchea. Please note that there is 
no need for "www.” 
 

Potchefstroom University Rethinks Its Role in the New 
South Africa 
 

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA--Although the "new South Africa" was created 
through the multi-racial elections in April 1994, the final Constitution of the Republic of 
South Africa was enacted only in 1996. With this came different legislation, one of them 
being a new Higher Education Act in 1997. As a result of this, the Potchefstroom University 
for Christian Higher Education (PUK) decided to embark on a process to determine 
whether the character and ethos of the PUK were in line with the new Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. This specifically applied to the Constitution's stipulations of no discrimination 
on the basis of religion, gender and race (to name but a few). It also applied to constitutional 
protection of the right of freedom of association and religion, as well as academic freedom. 
 
In the light of different interpretations of the Constitution by different stakeholders 
(including government), the right of a state-subsidized institution such as the PUK to carry 
such a name and institutional ethos is both attested to and contested. Many feel that the 
ethos of the university is exclusive and that it could be used as a tool to limit access to the 
university. Others feel that, in a country where more than 70% of the population attest to 
the fact that they are Christians, there should be at least one university with such a character. 
 
When a senior legal team considered all the relevant legislation and the University's statute in 
the late 1990s, it was found that the PUK was not in contradiction of it. The values of the 
university were found to be in line with those stipulated in the constitution (and are indeed 
shared by many South Africans). However, the problem the PUK faces is the perception 
(often in political circles) that the ethos is a way of excluding non-white and non-Christian 
South Africans. Although this is in reality not the case, these perceptions have to be dealt 



with and the PUK has to address these concerns and explain what its character and ethos 
really mean. 
 
This situation has now been exacerbated through the government's decision to merge the 
PUK and a neighboring historically black (and secular) university, the University of the 
North West (UNW), about 125 miles from Potchefstroom. If this is simply a unitary merger, 
the Christian ethos of the PUK may be (again) in jeopardy. Fortunately, there are indications 
that the UNW would not have a problem if the PUK retains its Christian character, as long 
as it is not forced upon them. The challenge is therefore to find a functional model and 
structure that would allow each of the two universities to retain its institutional ethos and 
character, while at the same time meet the objectives of the Ministry. 
 
Negotiations are now underway, with both the UNW and the Ministry. Time will tell 
whether the PUK will be able to retain its Christian character and ethos. Our approach is 
that it should be possible and we are negotiating for a balance between the unity of the 
university "system" (much like that of some of the state systems in the USA) and the 
diversity of each of the universities-entities in the system. Within this diversity, we believe 
that there should be provision for the Christian character and ethos of the PUK. The PUK's 
niche lies in the fact that it is a value-driven university in a country where there is a desperate 
need for this commodity. The ethos of the university is relevant to the present day situation 
and is an asset to the university and to the country as a whole. The challenge is to implement 
this in line with the constitutional demands of non-discrimination.   
 
Finally, the PUK is working very hard to further improve its quality teaching and research, 
while at the same time showing that is it fully part of the "new South Africa." One recent 
symbolic step in this regard is that the PUK has decided to award an honorary doctorate to 
emeritus archbishop Desmond Tutu, principally for his national contribution to the 
Christian values of justice, reconciliation and truth. This degree will be conferred upon him 
at a special ceremony in late November.  
 

Hellemans Now at the University of Jos 
 

Early this year Dr. Adrian and Dr. Wendy Helleman resigned their teaching positions at Moscow State 
University, and in April they moved to Jos, Nigeria, to become professors at the University of Jos. UNIJOS 
is developing its post-graduate degree programs in Religious Studies so that African seminary graduates will 
now be able to study for the masters and Ph.D. degrees in Christian theology in Jos. 
 
This will be a great step forward for Nigerian seminaries, and indeed for all English-speaking seminaries in 
West Africa, because advanced degrees in Christian theology have scarcely existed there until now. Previously 
all prospective seminary professors have needed to get their advanced theology degrees out of the country in 
places like the United States, England, Germany or other countries where the costs are substantial and the 
culture foreign to the African cultures. 
 
Adrian Helleman has a doctorate in systematic theology with emphasis on ecumenics, and Wendy Helleman 
holds a doctorate in patristics. Both are now teaching in the advanced degree programs, and their teaching is a 
great step in making those degree programs possible. They are teaching in Nigeria under the auspices of the 
Canadian ministry Christian Studies International, which supports professors teaching at secular universities 



in countries where Protestant Christianity is under stress. The following excerpts are from a July 2002 
newsletter: 
 
JOS, NIGERIA--The argument got heated and passions were high. We listened patiently, 
and even found it tedious, until we realized what was at stake. A political rally? No, a 
religious studies departmental meeting. At issue was an unsubstantiated rumor that Islamic 
studies would be eliminated.  The passionate discussion reflects the local situation, where 
politics and religion often merge. Still, in our department, Christians and Muslims can 
cooperate peacefully, while in the rest of Nigeria, violence has erupted. The introduction of 
sharia (Islamic law) in many of the northern states has angered Nigerian Christians. 
 
UNIJOS is a microcosm of Nigerian society. Students come from all over Nigeria, but 
especially from Plateau State, where Jos is located. At UNIJOS Christians and Muslims share 
benches and demonstrate a capacity to work together, in spite of recent conflicts. Christians 
predominate in central and southern Nigeria, but we hear of steady growth in the numbers 
of Christians even in the northern region, which is predominantly Muslim. Besides, Muslims 
are losing the political control they had--control which means money for the northern region 
as well as the politicians themselves. The present conflicts are generated by local elections, 
held as a run-up to the presidential election scheduled for next year; and we expect such 
conflicts to intensify. 
 
Students attending UNIJOS also come from different Christian denominations, which 
include Reformed churches. Of the 4,000 students from Benue State, just south of the 
Plateau, about two thirds are members of the large NKST, the church of the Tiv tribe, with 
which the CRC has worked for many decades.  
 
The spiritual climate in Nigeria is totally different from that in Russia. Although UNIJOS is a 
federal university, the faculty and student body is either Christian or Muslim. Soon after our 
arrival we were asked to address the Christian Students' Association in the Department of 
Religious Studies; most departments have similar organizations that meet on Friday 
afternoons. The hallways resounded as these groups competed with each other in singing, 
speaking, and praying. Churches compete in a similar way, as we witnessed a few weeks ago 
in Port Harcourt, where the Reformed Baptist church held a service just a stone's throw of 
at least two other churches holding services at the same time. 
 
All public meetings open with prayer, and this includes our departmental meetings, lectures, 
and even examinations. While in Russia exams were mostly oral, here they are written. There 
are strict rules to prevent cheating, but it remains a well-known problem, one that we are 
familiar with from Moscow State University. What has surprised us, however, is the 
academic schedule. Due to strikes and other problems, apparently there has not been a 
normal (September through June) academic year in more than a decade. 
 

Letter from Mrs. Florence Namukoa 
 

We reproduce below, a letter sent to the Interim Secretary of CPCHEA by Mrs. Florence Namukoa, wife of 
the late Dr. Edward Namukoa. 
 
Dear Dr. Ayee, 



Thank you very much for your prayers and concern as the Interim Council of the Centre for 
Promotion of Christian Higher Education in Africa, for the death of my husband Edward 
Namukoa, who died after a short illness.  
 
I feel very much comforted in the Lord.  The children and I are very thankful for the care 
our dear Lord provides to us every time with your prayers.  I believe and trust in the Lord 
that He will lead the children and I to have a prosperous future.  My husband died when he 
had reached a time when his children needed his support most in the side of their education.  
  
I praise the Almighty Father in heaven for His decision to take him to heaven.  God’s will 
was done.  He has left me with eleven children.  Two of them are in Maseno University.  
They are Abraham and Rachel.  Rachel is in her second semester first year taking Bachelor of 
Education Arts, English, Literature, Religion, and Philosophy.  Abraham will be going for 
his second year first semester this year.  He is taking Bachelor of Education (Special 
Education and Science) for handicapped children.  Isaac joined his first year in secondary 
school education, this year.  The youngest child, Sarah is completing her primary education 
this year.  If all goes well, she will join her secondary education next year.  My husband had 
thought of sponsoring our eldest son Ronald to go for further studies at RBC in the United 
States of America.  His death has put a stop to everything.  Please we really need your 
prayers so that the Lord may open a way out for these children’s school fees.  
 
The children and I really praise and worship our lord for his love and care for us.  He has 
given us perfect peace.  Ronald preaches in our home church sometimes.  He wishes to take 
the footsteps of his father Edward.  I pray and believe that God will enable him to be His 
servant. 
 
We pray that CPCHEA will fill the gap my late husband left in your council.  May He bless 
and care for you and guide you in all that you plan for His glory. 
 
     With sincere thanks, 
     Mrs. Florence Namukoa 
 

Multi-Cultural University in Slovak Republic 
 

KORMÁRNO, SLOVAK REPLUBLIC-- ThMgr. Bartolomej Gööz reported to the 
Budapest Conference about his project for founding a private graduate school in Komárno, 
Slovak Republic. The following excerpts are from his report: 
 
General and Social Circumstances 
The significant socio-economic changes during the recent decades have affected not only the 
overall activity in the social context of Europe, but also the Slovak Republic. The effort to 
become part of the European Union is affecting almost all spheres of our society, including 
the sphere of education. On one hand, the growing tendency to seek independence and 
acknowledgement--of smaller countries, nations, and ethnic groups--on the other hand, the 
growing tendency to become part of bigger European and world structures is clearly 
reflected in the political and cultural activity of Slovak citizens. After the expansion of the 
EU and its effort to implement its standards, the EU representatives will be facing the first 



major objective: EU education standards, standards for language--“European language,” and 
the protection of minority groups and cultures. All of these objectives will quickly reach 
Slovakia, which contains a high number of nationalities and cultures. Many legal norms 
(addressing human rights, minorities, official state language, education etc.) are already in 
good condition for the reorganization to take place in all spheres of the society.  
 
The idea here is to establish an open, multicultural, European University. This University 
would be one that would support the existence and development of minority cultures; one 
that would be guided by an international, scientific and pedagogic cooperation; one that 
would strictly uphold the principal of non-discrimination in all spheres of the society; and 
one that will have its foundations based on the growing need of the numerous minority 
groups in Slovakia.  
 
Another important factor bringing about the idea for this University was the effort to 
equalize the German and English culture on the European continent in general, and in 
Slovakia specifically. From an historical, geographic, and economic perspective, it is clear 
and logical to associate the European Union and its development with the cultural and 
language tradition of either the German or English heritage. On the other hand, for the sake 
of equal development of cultures of European nations and nationalities, in particular of ones 
in Slovakia, there might be a certain degree of skepticism relating to the establishment of 
either German or English cultural traditions and languages as the official language of 
Europe. (It appears that it might be almost more democratic to establish a new, planned 
language.)  
 
The above mentioned socio-political circumstances have lead us to decide to develop a 
project for the foundation of the “Academia Kelementia” (AK) and determine its place of 
location at the cross-flow of the Vah and Danube river, the city of Komárno, which is 
currently growing as a multi-cultural center of Southern Slovakia. It is our objective to prove 
that in a city like Komárno, defined by a mixture of Hungarian and Slovakian population, (a 
scenario that might appear to an outsider as a possible place of tension), it is possible to 
create a “neutral” academic atmosphere that leads to peaceful coexistence of different 
nations and nationalities.  
 
The city of Komárno appears both geographically and politically as a very favorable location 
to realize our objectives: The balance and percentage of the minority population that is 
Hungarian, German, or Roma, is almost equal to the majority population that is Slovak. 
Further, the balance of populations is very favorable also from the perspective of cultural 
and religious backgrounds. Geographically, Komárno is situated right on the border with 
Hungary and is very close to the Austrian border, ensuring easy communication with other 
universities and minorities as well. This location will also be favorable for foreign partners 
who will participate in building the university.  
 
Objective reasons 
The newly established AK fulfills the role of supplementing such weakness in our 
educational system. It allows students to study interdisciplinary subjects (especially in the 
areas of communication cybernetics, eurology and inter-linguistic) taught by specialists on a 
multinational level.  



 
In the field of education, it is equally important to respond to requirements that are both 
inter-disciplinary as well as specialized. The number of specific educational departments in 
our school system has become widespread (to the degree at which it could definitely use 
some reviewing).  At the same time the number of integrated departments has fallen behind. 
This is due to the fact, that generally there are fewer experts who would be interested in 
integrated departments as opposed to experts who are active in specialized fields. In the 
European context, typically defined by the plurality of scientific interpretations, it is 
important however to provide education in both types of educational approaches.  
 
An equally important reason is the creation of a model for an academic framework that 
functions in an environment that is multicultural in which we will be able to experience the 
effect that is produced by multi-language communication based on equality and non-
discrimination. The realization of world dialog among cultures in an academic context will 
guarantee the elimination of any possible conflict, which could easily erupt in the case of the 
presence of different political, religious, national or other impulses.  
 
Organization and management  
AK will be established as a private university founded by Akademio Internacia de la Sciencoj 
(AIS) of San Marino represented by their registered office in Slovakia, The Foundation UNI-
KELEMENTIA in Komárno, and partners of UNI-KEL--additional institutions and 
individuals who will participate in contributing and decision making. The management of 
UNI-KEL is conducted on two levels: University Senate with its board and the General 
Assembly made up of capital, cooperative, and ideological partners. 
 
Structure of University  
The university is divided into three faculties (departments): the International faculty, the 
Slovak-Hungarian faculty, and the transnational faculty. 

 • The Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies, Science Revision and Academic 
Education is part of AIS in San Marino. Therefore it is structured according to the 
currently adopted and independently created scientific structure by AIS: Cybernetics, 
Scholastics, Structural Science, Philosophy, and Natural Science. In this faculty we 
expect realization of basic education research in areas of academic education and 
inspection of education science. 
 • The Faculty of Minority Cultures will focus on all needs of society in Slovak 
Republic from the viewpoint of minority cultural development: Hungarian, Gypsy, 
German, Ruthenian, Polish and others. This faculty’s activity will be differentiated 
according to the prevailing interest of specialists. 
 • The Faculty of the World Cultures Dialogue will focus on language as a means of 
multicultural European communication and peace, providing consistent dialogue of 
the world cultures, as well as comparison of the historical basics of the world 
cultures’ religious conceptions.  

 
Make Disciples--Be Disciples 
"Make disciples of all the nations…" says Jesus in his Great Commission. We cannot forget, 
that this was the task given by Jesus to His disciples. In this sense, AK forms the principles 
and goals of the orientation of education, so that young people are prepared for modern life 



with Christian values. Those who lead and teach the students must be the first to reflect this 
primarily biblical orientation. Besides their high professional standards, love to their 
neighbors, they must also be people living sound spiritual and religious lives, which will 
ensure that the students will get both professional knowledge and Christian education, 
including the opportunity to become disciples. The last twelve years have shown very well 
how important the above-mentioned goals are. Since 1989, Slovakia has had complete 
religious freedom. However, after the initial religious renewal, a recession came very soon.  
People, who became religious quickly, without internal conviction, using the benefits of 
festive, celebrating occasions, soon withdrew from spiritual life.  
 
Young people, who only slightly practiced their faith, became only shallow Christians, if 
ever. This can be explained by the fact, that they did not have models in their families for a 
practicing faith. Or, we can say that Christian life did not harmonize with their conception of 
a bright future. It is a fact, that our youth not only in Slovakia but also in many other post-
socialist countries does not follow Christian values with their lives. Having no faith, they are 
lost in disbelief. They become victims of radical religious groups or sects, which can tear 
them away from their families and normal life in society. In this sense, the AK wants to help. 
It offers to young people in Central Europe programs and courses joined by a “spiritual” 
education. This is accomplished by use of modern technical means and through partnership 
with highly educated professors, prepared for communication, who are not only trying to 
form a point of view in these young people, but provide for them an appropriate ambience 
to make up their own minds, form their own opinion on religion, a life of faith and Christian 
values which they themselves want to follow.  This will allow them to make disciples and, at 
the same time, be disciples themselves. 
 

Student Life at Bishop Appasamy  
 

COIMBATORE, INDIA--CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Arts & Science, now an 
institutional member of IAPCHE, had its small beginning in September 1995. It was named 
after the late Bishop in the Coimbatore Diocese--Bishop Appasamy--a man known for Faith, 
Humility and Service. Situated in the prime locality of Coimbatore, a South Indian city, the 
college seeks to offer quality, profession-oriented education to the young minds in the 
region. The student body is made up of 900 students with representation from various states 
and nationalities. There are students from both affluent and mediocre backgrounds. 
Irrespective of their background, students are motivated to excel in academic and co-
curricular programs.  
 
Participation in creative arts such as pottery, gardening, dramatics, music, dancing, painting 
and sports are encouraged. Students are oriented in various ways of contribution to the 
community by way of service to prison inmates, assistance to the police force in maintenance 
of law and order, help offered to school dropouts, women development programs, the 
National Service schemes, and the National Cadet Corps.  
 
The career Planning and Student Service Centre assists students with Personal and Career 
Counseling, job placements and Personality Develop-ment Workshops. It prepares the 
students to handle interviews and offers guidance and assistance pertaining to higher studies. 
Campus and off-campus placements are arranged for the students on the completion of their 
academic program. The fact that every student is important is highlighted by the Advisor-



Advisee sessions on campus that ensure that the student get individual attention in the 
spheres beyond academic performance.  
 
Students’ spiritual nourishment is taken care of by the regular Chapel services organized and 
the prayer cell activities on campus. In the hostel the students gather regularly every evening 
for a time of prayer and listening to the Word of God. The Sports Outreach Fellowship 
conducts various tournaments and matches in the campus, which serves as a means for 
propagating the Gospel to the unreached, where the students involved get an opportunity to 
minister.  
 

Hymn Hour Radio Program Offered 
 

WACO, TX, USA--Hymn Hour, hosted by Gayle Avant and Dick Veit, is now available at 
minimal cost to U.S. radio stations and free to radio stations overseas. Produced on the 
Baylor University campus and broadcast weekly since 2000, this one-hour program consists 
largely of traditional hymns and is modeled after Norvell Slater’s “Hymns We Love” 
program so popular in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area for decades. Like Slater’s program, Hymn 
Hour is intended as “going to church” music. 
 
Most programs include 10-15 hymns. Brief interviews with a Christian college or church 
leaders are included in some programs. Each program included two three-minute 
“instrumental interludes” to allow local stations to insert announcements, church news, ads, 
etc. 
 
Avant hopes to provide the program at cost to stateside secular, Christian and campus 
stations. With help for individual churches and Sunday School classes, she plans to offer the 
program free to overseas stations, Request a brochure and sample program on CD: e-mail 
gayle_avant@baylor.edu or  postal mail Hymn Hour, Box 97175, Waco, TX 76798 USA. 
 

IAPCHE Board Members Address Korean Grad 
Students 
 

WHEATON, IL, USA--More than 1,200 Korean university students gather every year 
during the first week of July at Wheaton College. KOSTA, KOrean STudents in America 
began in 1985 as a summer conference for Korean graduate students in various universities 
and disciplines all over the North America. Pastors in Washington D.C. (and Seoul) who 
recognized special needs for these students invited them, and have provided lectures and 
sermons to encourage them, and also gave them opportunities to meet fellow Christian 
students.  
 
All speakers, including those traveling from Korea, are volunteers who provide their own 
transportation and often donate money for the meetings. Main speakers this year included 
Bong-Ho Son, previous IAPCHE board member, and Kuk-Won Shin, present board 
member. Both were involved with KOSTA from its beginning. They introduced the idea of 
integration of faith and scholarship and the important role that worldviews play in study.  
 



Son and Shin introduced IAPCHE to those students who would become professors and 
leaders in various disciplines. KOSTA is one of the most strategic routes to reach future and 
present leaders of Christian higher education in Korea. 
 

Looking for God in Popular Culture 
 

LEEDS, UNTED KINGDOM--How is God portrayed in film and popular song? Does 
God get good press? How are humans presented in advertisements and fiction? Are they 
nasty or nice? 
 
The West Yorkshire School of Christian Studies (WYSOCS) has been holding series of 
lectures, day events, and evening courses for the past 16 years, approaching a wide variety of 
topics from a Biblical perspective. WYSOCS is conducting Saturday conferences with Mark 
Roques, author, storyteller, and teacher, where students can learn about leading ideas in 
Theology and Philosophy through popular culture. As the photo (above) shows, students get 
involved in debate, play games, discuss reactions, and munch popcorn.  
 
Upcoming topics include “Post-modernism and the Frozen Smile” on November 2, 2002, 
“Hollywood and the American Dream” on January 11, 2003, “Christ and Culture--What’s 
the Connection?” on March 1, 2003, and “Hope for the Creation--Rediscovering the Biblical 
Story” on May 3, 2003. 
 
WYSOCS is also delighted to announce a new type of course to Christians who want their 
faith to be more relevant to their weekday working life. “Reclaiming” guided reading weeks 
are residential, providing time to help reclaim a whole-of-life vision, to introduce helpful and 
inspiring literature, and to give Biblically based tools. Round table discussions and personal 
tutoring are included in this program. The first reading week is November 2-8, 2002. Other 
weeks will follow in 2003. 
 
For more information on “Reclaiming” or a Saturday Conference, e-mail wysocs@aol.com 
or write WYSOCS, Outwood House, Leeds LS18 4HR, United Kingdom. 
 

Life’s Tapestry: Worldview Explorations 
 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN, USA--The Institute's new online curriculum in Christian worldview 
studies, Life's Tapestry: Worldview Explorations, launches in October with the first of four 
projected courses in the curriculum. 
 
The introductory course, "Worldview Explorations: The Fabric of Wisdom," introduces 
students to wisdom as an integrative function in the development of a Christian worldview. 
Most online students will be able to complete this short course in three weeks. As a pilot 
project, the course is free to those with a University of Minnesota server address, and $50US 
to all others. 
 
Course instructor, Dr Phil Lueck, Professor of Bible and Distance Education at 
Northwestern College, says that the course curriculum (to be completed in 2004) is built 
around the idea that "developing a Christian worldview is much like weaving a carpet. The 



four courses form the fabric on and within which one's worldview is designed and 
constructed." 
 
For further information and to learn how to enroll, contact the Institute at 612-378-1935 or 
maclaurin@maclaurin.org or go online at maclaurin.org/curriculum.php. 
 

MANILA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
Regional Conference for the 

Asia/Oceania Region 
 

Developing a Christian Academic Community in Asia/Oceania 
Keynote Address: Dr. Christina Padolina, 

Director of the Open University, University of the Philippines and member of the 
Commission on Higher Education 

 
October 23-26, 2002 

University of the Philippines at Los Baños 
 

Delegations attending from 7 sub-regions 
Australia/New Zealand 
China/Hong Kong 

India 
Indonesia 
Japan 

South Korea 
the Philippines 

 
Two Strategy Tracks 

1. Identify difficulties and challenges facing distinctively Christian higher education, such as 
conflicting faith traditions, divergent societal structures, various economic conditions, and 
diverse political situations chaired by Dr. John C. Vander Stelt, Professor Emeritus of 

Philosophy, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa, USA 
 

2. Provide serviceable insight for Christian elementary and secondary education with respect 
to curriculum, pedagogy, administration, and teacher education chaired by Dr. John Van 

Dyk, Center for Educational Services, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa, USA 

 

Indian Scholars Form New Education Council 
 

BANGALORE, INDIA--The All India Council of Christian Educational Institutions 
(AICCEI) first met in October 2001. Thirty representatives of Christian educational 
institutions, church leaders and other Christian educators met to exchange views on the 
present state of education in India and to plan joint ecumenical action. Dr. Mani Jacob was 
elected honorary executive director.  
 



Dr. Jacob also serves as the chief coordinating secretary of International Forum of 
Associations of Christian Higher Education (IFACHE).  
 
Prof. J. Dinakarlal coordinated the May 2002 meeting for AICCEI in Bangalore. Dr. A. P. J. 
Abdul Kalam, now His Excellency the President of India, addressed 85 participants hailing 
from various Indian states and belonging to eleven churches. Dr. Jacob directed the 
program. 
 
In June 2002, Jacob called managers and principals of church-related schools and colleges, 
along with church leaders, to “set an example by exercising our duties as heads of minority 
institutions by admitting the maximum possible number of Christian children and youth to 
church-related schools and colleges.” Jacob appealed for up to 50% admission of Christian 
students in schools and colleges as part of exercising minority rights. 
 

Rev. Jacob College Receives Award 
 

AMBILIKKAI, INDIA--Student enrollment at Rev. Jacob Memorial Christian College 
(RJMCC) has fallen drastically this year because the intake has increased in government-
aided colleges, where fee requirements are minimal. Further, the eligibility norms for 
admission in professional courses, which were stringent until now, were greatly relaxed 
encouraging prospective baccalaureates to opt for medical or engineering courses. 
Enrollment in Computer Science Program touched a new low. This is attributed to large-
scale retrenchment of computer experts employed in the USA. 
 
Students who graduated from RJMCC with a Bachelor’s Degree are now doing graduate 
courses in Applied Biology, Commerce, MCA, Information Technology & Management, 
Business Administration, Geoinformatics, Biotechnology, Biochemistry, Coastal 
Aquaculture, Mathematics and Fashion Technology in universities and colleges all over 
Tamil Nadu.  
 
SCIENCE FAIR 
Every year RJMCC organizes several programs and competitions for school children of 
Dindigul District. The first such event was the Science Fair organized for the first time in 
2000. This was not only a first for the college but also the first of its kind in the Dindigul 
Educational Circle. The huge success and enthusiastic response to this program has 
encouraged us to make it an annual event. Funds for this and other interschool programs are 
solicited contributions from local business houses and friends of the college. This year the 
Departments of Commerce and Business Administration of the College have another 
competitive event for school children. 
 
In July 2002, twelve schools participated and 4,200 children visited the fair, where glass 
blowing and a section on herbal preparations were special features. Also in July 2002, 27 
schools participated and 187 students entered the competitions. Best participating award 
went to St. Mary’s HSS, Dindigul. 
 



AWARD PRESENTED  
In recognition of the merits of the programs organized by the College to supplement the 
education offered in rural schools and also to encourage creative thinking in young children, 
the All India Association for Christian Higher Education has selected Rev. Jacob Memorial 
Christian College for The Dr. P. S. Job Memorial Award for Special Programs for the Year 
2002. 
 
STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
Parents of most school going children of this area have no or very little education. They are 
not in a position to help or guide their children in their studies. The Student Christian 
Movement (SCM) of the College has organized tutorial help for children.  
 
In collaboration with Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai, the SCM Unit of the College 
organized a free eye camp for the people of K. Keeranur and other villages in this area. 220 
persons were treated at the camp and 69 were operated for the removal of cataract. The 
Canara Bank, Lakshmi Stores, Mr. Nattudurai, President of Keeranur Panchayat Union and 
the Hospital Canteen provided funds for the camp. 
 
All RJMCC students are members of the Youth Red Cross Society. They are willing regular 
blood donors to hospitals here and elsewhere. The Youth Red Cross wing of the College in 
collaboration with the Dindigul Midtown Rotary Club and Madurai Meenakshi Mission 
Hospital conducted a blood donation and blood typing camp in March 2002. 38 volunteers, 
including teachers, donated blood and 154 students had their blood type identified.  
 
Volunteers visited Mercy Home, a home for the aged in Kallimandayam. They treated the 
inmates to a program of song and dance and to a feast. SCM members gave a special 
program for the residents of Anbu Illam, a home for leprosy patients. 
 

Dr. P.S. Oh Marks 50 Years 
 

PUSAN, KOREA--Congratulations are due Dr. Oh Pyeng-Seh for his fifty years of service 
as preacher/pastor in proclaiming the good news of God’s sovereign love, fully revealed in 
Jesus Christ, for a humanity turned away from God and now called upon to return to living 
once more coram Deo. The book, Gracious Days Like Early Morning Dew: A Book in Honor of Rev. 
P. S. Oh’s 50 Years of Holy Ministry was published in 2001 to honor Dr. Oh. 
 
Dr. Oh’s work has been of national, as well as international, significance, especially in 
promoting Christian higher education, stimulating international reflection and 
communication on how Christins in different countries and cultures should live in God’s 
awesome presence, and finding creative ways to train our future leaders. Dr. Oh served on 
the IAPCHE board during the 1980s and attended the third international conference held at 
Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa, USA. 
 
Dr. John Vander Stelt, who contributed to the anniversary book, wrote, “All who like such a 
kingdom view, with its life-encompassing and life-redeeming witness, could count on Dr. 
Oh’s encouragement for the simple reason that he agrees with them, and they with him, that 
everywhere, and at all times, life must be lived coram Deo.” 



 

Japanese Calvinists Meet in Kobe 
 

KOBE, JAPAN--2002 Conference of Japan Calvinist Association (JCA) was held on July 19-
20, 2002, at Shinkou Reformed Church in Kobe. During the two-day conference 45 
participants heard four lectures on issues of contemporary cultural significance and discussed 
them from biblically reformational perspectives. The lectures were as follows:  

 • "Medical Care and Christian Religion", by Rev. Hidenori Tamura, Chaplain at 
Yodogawa Christian Hospital 
 • "Emperor As the Sympol of the Nation--Is Non-Religious Emperor Possible?” 
by Dr. Akiko Yoshinare, Professor at Keisen Women's College  
 • "On the Japanese Translation of P. Heslam's 'Creating a Christian Worldview: 
Abraham Kuyper's Lectures on Calvinism': Its Significance to JCA" by Prof. 
Yasunori Ichikawa, President of JCA 
 • "Significance of the Japanese Translation of P. Heslam's 'Creating a Christian 
Worldview: Abraham Kuyper's Lectures on Calvinism' Considered from the Recent 
Four Bookreviews" by Dr. Hisakazu Inagaki, Professor of Christian Philosophy at 
Tokyo Christian University 

Participants also heard Rev. Masuo Miyazaki, Lecturer at Kobe Reformed Theological 
Seminary, report on the work of IAPCHE. Miyazaki had attended a meeting held at Tokyo 
Christian University in November 2001, at which Dr. J. B. Hulst, IAPCHE Executive 
Secretary Emeritus, introduced the work of IAPCHE in preparation for the 2002 Manila 
Leadership Conference. In his thirty-minute report Miyazaki gave a brief history of IAPCHE 
since its beginning in 1975 to the present, focusing particularly on its efforts to promote 
networking for the formation of a Christian academic community all over the world, 
including the Asia/Oceania reigon. Miyazaki announced IAPCHE's plans for the Manila 
Leadership Conference for the Asia/Oceanic Region on October 23-26, 2002, and asked 
them to remember it in prayer.  Miyazaki concluded by emphasizing the significance of the 
work IAPCHE has been doing for the future of the Japanese church and nation, and 
suggested that JCA should consider becoming an affiliate member of IAPCHE. After 
discussion later in the conference, where positive responses to the report were heard, the 
Conference asked the JCA Committee to think over the matter of membership.  
  
It must be noted that reformed Christians who had been influenced and motivated to action 
by Abraham Kuyper's "Lectures on Calvinism" formed JCA almost fifty years ago in 1954. 
Since then JCA has been having annual conferences, publishing books, and nurturing 
academic and other cultural activities to promote Christian theistic worldview.  It has always 
made efforts to seek international fellowship and cooperation. Out of such a concern JCA 
has invited in the past such prominent reformational scholars as Dr. E. Schuurman, Dr. H. 
Geertsema, Dr. S. Strijbos, and recently Dr. J. C. Vander Stelt.  Dr. Vander Stelt lectured us 
on "Calvin and Kuyper as Reformers" in October last year.  
 

Russian and North American Educators Meet 
 

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA--Gloria Goris Stronks addressed Russian educators at a June 
conference on the topic, “Christian Schools: Where Students Learn the Tendencies of the 
Christian Life.”  The Russian Christian Humanities Institute (RCHI) in St. Petersburg hosted 
the conference, “Christian Education in the Post-Soviet World: A Step in the New 



Millennium.” The conference brought together sixteen leaders in Russian institutes for 
teacher education, thirty classroom teachers and school leaders from Christian schools and 
state schools in Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus, and four North American delegates: Jeanette 
Berkenbosch  (Abbotsford Christian School in British Columbia), Dale Dieleman 
(Worldwide Christian Schools), John De Jager (Christian Schools International) and Gloria 
Goris Stronks (Educational Consultant). 
 
The program, planned by RCHI personnel and Gary Timmerman (Christian Reformed 
World Missions), was directed toward sharing knowledge about Christian education and 
findings from research both of which will be helpful for Christian schooling in that region of 
the world as well as elsewhere.  The conference began with a greeting from RCHI Rector 
Dimitri Bourlaka and that was followed by presentations, half of which were by Russians 
and half by North Americans. Fyodr Kozrev, Professor of Religious Pedagogics at RCHI, 
presented the results of his investigation into the religious culture among present-day St. 
Petersburg young people. One of the advantages of a conference such as this is that together 
we can find ways of letting educators from the West know of helpful research in other areas 
of the world.  Kozrey’s very interesting paper will appear in a forthcoming issue of Journal of 
Education and Christian Belief (eds. John Shortt and David Smith). 
 
This conference was a blessing to all of the conferees and plans are beginning for a second 
conference in Spring 2003. 
 

Seeking and Finding Space in Russia 
 

by Dr. John Bernbaum 
MOSCOW, RUSSIA--What a challenging summer this has been for the Russian-American 
Christian University (RACU)! It was been a real test of our commitment and staying power 
in Russia. The crisis developed in late April when we were forced to leave our rented 
classroom facility because of a conflict with the landlord over our lease. On the advice of our 
lawyers and at the direction of the Board of Trustees, we forced a confrontation with the 
landlord over our frequent and unfulfilled demands for a legal lease. They were not willing to 
legalize the lease, so we had no choice but to move out. 
 
On April 30, right before our final examinations and our two three-week summer modules, 
RACU packed up and moved. Fortunately we were able to use classrooms at another school 
on a short-term basis for our examinations and summer courses. The pressing challenge was 
to find a new home for the next school year—space that could be rented legally. This is a 
difficult challenge in Russia.  
 
Our staff has been on an emotional roller-coaster ride as we have found possible facilities, 
only to have them eliminated because of the tactics of the landlords who added unacceptable 
conditions or raised the rates when they learned we were a Russian-American institution.I 
am pleased to report that, by God's grace, in August we signed a lease for space in the 
southwest quadrant of Moscow. We have rented the second floor of a four-story building 
(6,400 square feet) with a separate entrance. We are excited about the new space because its 
location is closer to downtown area and opens up opportunities for an evening program. 
 



Celebrating Another Graduating Class 
The highlight of each academic year is our graduation ceremony, when we celebrate and 
send off our young leaders into the world. In May, 25 RACU students--including two 
Summa Cum Laude graduates--received their diplomas and entered the workforce.  
 
What’s New Online 
We are in the process of a series of upgrades and additions to RACU’s website, 
www.racu.org. In addition to an updated What’s New department, online visitors can now 
enjoy News from Russia (a new department featuring articles on Russian issues and events), 
Student Profiles (personal stories about the remarkable individuals who make up our student 
body), and a Photo Library, with photos of life at the University--taken by our students and 
faculty in Moscow! Visit www.racu.org--and pass it on to a friend! 
 

Australian Christian University A Reality? 
 

VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA--Imagine a university with its central dynamic: "Christ claims as 
his every square inch of the whole of creation.”  Imagine a university where loving God with 
heart, soul, mind and strength is the driving force in service to the King. 
 
Motivated by this vision a group of Christians have been working to establish a Christian 
university in Victoria. This has been one of the longstanding aims of the Association of 
Christian Tertiary Education, and more recently of the Association for Christian Higher 
Education in Australia and Christian College for Tertiary Education.  
 
Recently these three bodies have combined their efforts and formed a Christian Institute for 
Tertiary Education  (CITE) to establish a Christian university in Victoria (the name has yet 
to be approved by appropriate government bodies). Their constitution incorporates a 
Statement of Christian Belief and Principles Concerning Scholarship under four headings:  

 • Why Christian scholarship,  
 • The how of Christian scholarship,  
 • Contribution of non-Christians,  
 • Academic freedom of Christian scholars.  

The authority of Scripture as confessed in the creeds of the Protestant Reformation is clearly 
stated.  
 
The new organization’s working group, made up of Isabel Bell, Rev Dr Bill Berends, Dr 
Doug Blomberg, Harold Dykstra, Rev Albert Esselbrugge, Wim Meyerink, Rev Cor 
Vanderhorn, Rev Dr Rowland Ward and Annamarie Westendorp, established three critical 
objectives: 

 • a commitment to establish a multi-faculty Christian university, based in Victoria 
using cyberspace and on-site delivery of lectures and tutorials, initially with borrowed 
or part time staff with proper professional qualifications. 
 • a commitment to start lectures January 2004 with a course on Christian philosophy 
for all tertiary students as well as a course to assist Year 12 students to make 
transition to tertiary studies 
 • promotion of the cause of Christian higher education in Australia so as to extend 
the support base and form alliances with those of like mind elsewhere in Australia. 



 
Accreditation for any courses offered will be sought through an affiliation with an overseas 
university or college e.g. Calvin, Dordt, Redeemer, Regent, Potchefstroom. The ultimate goal 
would be to seek recognition in Australia from state and federal governments. An official 
launch of the new association is planned for later in 2002. For further information visit 
www.cite.edu.au 
 

BUDAPEST CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 

The Word of God and the Academy in Contemporary Culture(s) by Dr. Michael 
Goheen, Redeemer University College, Ancaster, Ontario, Canada 
 
TRACK 1: The Nature. Place and Task of Christian Higher Education in 
Contemporary Culture 
 
Biblical Foundations by Dr. Peter Balla, Károli Gáspar Reformed University, 
Budapest 
 
Philosophical Foundations by Dr. Peter Blokhuis, Christelijke Hogeschool, 
Ede, the Netherlands 
 
TRACK 2: Providing Serviceable Insight for Elementary and Secondary Education 
with Respect to Curriculum, Pedagogy, Administration and Teacher Education 
 
Paper by Dr. John Van Dyk, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA, USA 
 
Response by Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy, Teacher’s Training College of KGRU, Nagykörsös, 
Hungary 
 
TRACK 3: Social Cohesion of a Pluralist Civil Society: A Challenge of Christian 
Higher Education 
 
Paper by Dr. Henk Woldring, Free University, Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
 
Response by Mrs. Elena Deis, Hungarian Reformed World Federation, Miskolc, Hungary. 
 
TRACK 1 PAPERS 

“On the Relevance of Cultures” by Dr. Sander Griffioen, Free University, 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
 
“CHRIST AND CULTURE: Niebuhr's Thoughts on Faith and Society” by Dr. 
Frank Sawyer, Reformatus Teologia, Sarospatak, Hungary 
 
“In Search for the True Basis of Culture: Christianity versus "The Scientific 
Worldview" and "The New Age"” by Dr. Loránt Benedek, Károli Gáspar Reformed 
University, Budapest 
 



“Christian Faith and Economic Theorizing” by Dr. George N. Monsma Jr., Calvin 
College, Grand Rapids, MI, USA 
 
“Theological Education in Contemporary Secular Society” by Dr. Alexei Bodrov, St. 
Andrew’s Biblical Theological College, Moscow, Russia 

 

TRACK 2 PAPERS 
 “Expectations of the Christian Secondary Schools from the Christian Higher 
Education” by Dr. Bálint Korsós, High School of the Pápa Reformed College, Pápa, 
Hungary 
 
“The Innovation in Teaching History in the System of Improvement of the 
Teachers’ Qualification: Christianity and the History of the Christian Culture” by 
Mrs. Nina Zherve, St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philiosphy, St. Petersburg, 
Russia 
 
“Equipping Students to Engage Popular Culture” by Dr. Theodore A. Turnau III, 
International Institute for Christian Studies, Prague, Czech Republic 
 
“Program in Cooperative Learning for Teacher Training: New Developments in 
Dutch Universities for Professional Education” by Dr. Albert P. Schol, Christelijke 
Hogeschool, Ede, the Netherlands 

 

TRACK 3 PAPERS 
 “Reclaiming a Biblical Vision: Renewal in the Church, Academy, and Agriculture” 
by Dr. Wayne Kobes, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA  USA 
 
“Academic Science and Religion in Ethical and Pedagogical Context” by Dr. Mikhail 
Uvarov, Institute for Human Studies, St. Petersburg, Russia 
 
“Reconciliation-Oriented Research at the Free University, Amsterdam” by Dr. Jerald 
D. Gort, Free University, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
 
“Christian Belief and Various Limits of Science” by Dr. René van Woudenberg, Free 
University, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
 
“Gilead Revisited: Understanding the Role of Faith in Coping with Mental Illness” 
by Dr. Kenneth E. Bussema, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA  USA 
 
“The Commitment of the Hungarian Reformed Church to Christian Higher 
Education” by Dr. Daniel Szabo, Hungarian Reformed World Federation, Miskolc, 
Hungary 

 

BARRANQUILLA CONFERENCE PAPERS 
Theme: “The Challenges of Knowing to Christian Education in a 
Globalized World” 
 



Gonzalo Dernéy Ramos (Colombia), rector, with faculty members, of the Reformed 
University Corporation of Barranquilla:  “Dialogue on the Colombian Reality and the 
Implications for Latin America” 
 
H. Fernando Bullón (Perú-Costa Rica):  “The Church, the Christian University and the 
Globalized World” 
 
Alicia Winters (Colombia-USA):  “The Demands for an Urgent Dialogue between 
Theological Reflection and the Dizzying Development of the Sciences in the Context of 
Globalization”  
 
Alvin Góngora (Colombia): “Revelation and the Truth, Knowing as the Wealth of  the 
Nations” 
 
Ana Lidia Galvao (Brazil): “Christian Faith, the Environment, and Globalization” 
 
Carlos Caldas (Brazil): “Theological Perspectives on the Challenges of Knowing to Christian 
Education in a Globalized World” 
 
Marcelino Bassett (Nicaragua): “Global Strategy, the Vision and Mission for Higher 
Education” 
Gonzalo Dernéy Ramos (Colombia): “The Challenges of Knowing for Christian Higher 
Education from the Perspective of a Globalized World” 
 
Carlos Mondragón (Mexico): “The Latin American University and Globalization, The 
Challenges for the Future” 
 
Sidney Rooy (USA):  Morning devotionals: “Go and Learn”,  “Love and Know”, “Free the 
Truth” 
 

Book List 
Note: Information is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be 
considered a review. 
 
Co-ed Recreational Games by John Byl; Human Kinetics: 
Champaign, Illinois; March 2002, ISBN: 0736034552. Also published 
in Chinese by the People’s Sports Publishing House, 2000. 

The challenges of school can be stressful for children. That's why games are an 
important part of each school day. They're excellent ways to help students "chill 
out"—that is, when the games are chosen and taught well. Co-Ed Recreational 
Games provides you with more than 200 fun games that help students drop their 
inhibitions, put aside their worries, and just play! This easy-to-use book features 
games that accommodate students of all ages and skill levels so that everyone can 
enjoy participating. They help students get acquainted, foster camaraderie and 
cooperation, and maximize time spent being physically active. Developed by a 
physical education teacher with more than 20 years of experience, the games run the 



gamut from icebreakers and traditional games to familiar games with a unique twist, 
like "scooter basketball."  

 

Educating for Life: Reflections on Christian Teaching and 
Learning edited by Nicholas P. Wolterstorff, Gloria Goris Stronks, 
and Clarence W. Joldersma; Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; May 2002, 304 pages, ISBN: 080102479X 

Few people have influenced the development of Christian schools in the Reformed 
tradition in North America and around the world as much as Nicholas Wolterstorff. 
This book draws together the world-renowned Christian philosopher's thoughts and 
reflections on Christian education over the last three decades. As a tribute to 
Wolterstorff's contributions, Calvin College education professors Gloria Goris 
Stronks and Clarence Joldersma have organized a broad array of writings and 
unpublished speeches into a cohesive volume. The guiding principle in making 
selections was the inclusion of pieces that speak to people who struggle, with what 
makes education truly Christian. This book portrays Wolterstorff's evolving thinking 
on education while paying tribute to him as one of the premier Christian 
philosophers of our day. Wolterstorff, longtime professor of philosophy at Calvin 
College, is Noah Porter Professor of Philosophical Theology at Yale Divinity School. 
He is the author of numerous books, including Educating for Responsible Action. 
Gloria Goris Stronks and Clarence W. Joldersma are professors in the education 
department at Calvin College. 

 

Evangelicalism: The Next Generation by James M. Penning and 
Corwin E. Smidt; Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
August 2002, 208 pages, ISBN: 080102434X 

Does conservative Protestantism have a future? For much of the twentieth century 
religious analysts and observers predicted that American evangelicalism would crack 
under the pressure of secularization and modernity. Responding to such forecasts, 
this study by Smidt and Penning is set within the broad framework of secularization 
theory and attempts to ascertain whether religious subcultures are and will be able to 
sustain and maintain distinctive identities and beliefs within modern social life.  
 
Replicating the classic study conducted in James Davison Hunter's Evangelicalism: 
The Coming Generation, this book examines if the next generation of evangelicals 
will continue to exhibit or deviate from the characteristics of students of the early 
1980s by thoroughly examining the religious beliefs, moral values, political attitudes, 
and social tolerance of students today. The book critiques Hunter's contention that 
the coming generation of evangelicals will exhibit greater accommodation to 
American culture, be less religiously distinctive, and be more tolerant than previous 
generations of evangelicals. Further, this study explores whether the future 
generation of evangelicals is unique or is simply one that reflects continuity with the 
past and full integration within the larger evangelical subculture of today.  
 
As opposed to Hunter's pessimism concerning the role of evangelical higher 
education, Smidt and Penning believe that such colleges and universities serve a vital 
and robust role in passing on the faith. And thus subsequently the future of 



conservative Protestantism, while impacted by secularization and modernity, may 
indeed be brighter than that which Hunter forecasted twenty years ago. This 
scholarly yet accessible book will be of particular interest to scholars and students of 
sociology and religion and will also appeal to those interested in the coming 
generation of evangelicals and the colleges that train them.  
 
Corwin E. Smidt holds the Paul B. Henry Chair in Christianity and Politics and 
serves as the executive director of the Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of 
Christianity and Politics at Calvin College. James M. Penning is professor of political 
science at Calvin College. 

 

God Our Teacher: Theological Basics in Christian Education by 
Robert W. Pazmiño; Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
October 2001, 208 pages, ISBN: 0801022843 

A topic of frequent discussion in religious education circles is the relationship 
between theology and practice. How does Christian theology work itself out in the 
teaching ministries of the church? Noted Christian education thinker Robert 
Pazmiño contemplates this debate and offers a contemporary overview of the 
messages theology brings to Christian education.  
 
Sensitive to today's expanding global culture, God Our Teacher reaffirms the 
essential role theology plays in developing educational practices and conventions, 
and carefully fleshes out what it means to use the Trinity as a model for ordering 
educational thought and practice. All those involved in fostering the growth and 
development of Christian education will welcome this book.  

 

Habits of the High-Tech Heart: Living Virtuously in the 
Information Age by Quentin Schultze, Baker Book House: Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; August 2002, 256 pages, ISBN: 080102322X. 

Forgive Calvin professor Quentin Schultze if he sounds anti-technology in his 
forthcoming book, Habits of the High-Tech Heart. He's not. But he is sounding a 
warning about society's fascination (he might even call it a fixation) with technology, 
especially when it comes to communication. His concerns are plain in the preface.  
He has seen first-hand the power of wise use of the web to touch and change lives. 
Yet, he worries if truly authentic communication is increasingly rare in today's high-
tech world. His new book is a working out of that wondering. And he concludes that 
authentic communication is still possible. But it will take some effort and some new 
ways of looking at technology and communication, new ways that have their 
foundation in the old ways of such thinkers as Alexis de Tocqueville, Václav Havel 
and St. Augustine, to name only a few. "My goal" in this book, he says, "is not so 
much to discard database and messaging technologies as much as to adapt them to 
venerable ways of life anchored in age-old virtues. History shows that every 
technological advance also delivers us to new moral quandaries. If we do not address 
such moral dilemmas, we will lose our capacity to act responsibly."  

 



Intramural Recreation: A Step-by-Step Guide to Creating an 
Effective Program by John Byl; Human Kinetics: Champaign, Illinois; 
April 2002, ISBN: 0736034544. 

Intramural leaders interested in starting or improving an intramural program in any 
school setting will find the most practical and easy-to-use information in this book. 
This must-have guide comes complete with ready-made checklists and forms, a 
tournament selection guide, sample budgets, planning calendars, and numerous 
creative promotional ideas, making it an excellent resource for physical education 
teachers or other recreation leaders at any level—from elementary school settings to 
university environments. Byl takes an organized and logical approach to 
programming throughout the text, guiding readers step by step through every 
component of effective intramural planning and implementation. Using pedagogical 
aids such as chapter objectives, key terms, chapter summary exercises, and a glossary, 
the textbook promotes learning and retention. Byl is a professor of physical 
education and the intramural director at Redeemer University College in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. He directed physical education programs and coached various 
sports for 23 years at the community, high school, and college levels. 

 

Resource Book for Value Education edited by Mani Jacob, Reny 
Jacob, and J. Dinakarlal; Institute of Value Education of All India 
Association for Christian Higher Education: New Delhi, India; 2002, 
300 pages. 

Various committed educationists prepared the materials in this resource book and 
the Project Team members executed the production of it. This book has 4 sections: 
background materials, 31 lessons on value education, suggestions on the preparation 
of the syllabus and methodologies for value education and bibliography. This book 
includes excerpts from the address of His Excellency the President of India Dr. 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to the principals of schools and colleges in India who gathered 
under the umbrella of AICCEEI in Bangalore in May 2002. 
 
A good resource book on value education that is suitable for colleges and schools in 
India has been a long felt need. This book is sure to fill the void. The lessons in the 
second section will serve as a useful study material for students. With games, case 
studies and other participatory learning methods this will serve as an ideal handbook 
for teachers. The third section will help Indian schools and colleges to formulate a 
very effective syllabus for value education and introduce effective teaching-learning 
methodologies.  

 

Scholarship in a Changing Intellectual Climate by Johannes L. 
van der Walt; Center for Faith and Scholarship: Potchefstroom, South 
Africa; 2002, 117 pages. 

In this book the author contrives to develop two interrelated themes. On the one 
hand, he accounts for recent changes in the intellectual environment, and on the 
other, he shows how these changes tend to impact on epistemology and the 
philosophy of science. The focus of this book is on reformational scholarship in 
times of epistemological shift.  
 



Since this book is intended for use by faculty without much prior knowledge and 
experience in the fields of epistemology and philosophy of science, many of the 
technical topics in these fields were avoided. A format was chosen to facilitate 
mastery of the contents, also by persons working through the book on their own. 
Each section, for instance, commences with a brief outline of the central theme of 
the section, states the expected outcomes of tuition, and lists the key concepts used 
in that particular section.  By working through the book systematically, the reader 
will attain a grasp of the latest developments in the fields of epistemology and 
philosophy of science, and acquire insight into how to respond to these changes in 
terms of a reformational approach to science and scholarship. 
 
The following subjects are covered: The nature, essence, aims, purposes and 
structure of knowledge acquisition; The current intellectual climate in which 
knowledge is acquired; The involvement of all human attributes of the scientist in 
the act of knowing and in research; The impossibility of total objectivity and 
disinterestedness on the part of the scholar; The role of inter-subjective evaluation; 
View of reality; The scholar as a human being.  
 

Writing and Learning in Cross-National Perspective: Transitions 
from Secondary to Higher Education edited by David Foster and 
David R. Russell, National Council of Teachers of English: city?, 
Illinois, June 2002, 354 pages, ISBN: 0814159192 

Despite the increasingly global implications of conversations about writing and 
learning, U.S. composition studies has devoted little attention to cross-national 
perspectives on student writing and its roles in wider cultural contexts. Caught up in 
our own concerns about how U.S. students make the transition as writers from 
secondary school to postsecondary education, we often overlook the fact that 
students around the world are undergoing the same evolution. How do the students 
in China, England, France, Germany, Kenya, or South Africa--the educational 
systems represented in this collection--write their way into the communities of their 
chosen disciplines? IAPCHE member Mary Muchiri wrote a chapter in this book: 
“An Academic Writer in Kenya: The Transition from Secondary School to 
University.” 

 

 
New Individual Members 
Dr. J Balasingh, Principal 
St. John's College 
Palayamcottai, Tamil Nadu 627002 India 
91 462 572218 
balasinghj@yahoo.com 
 
Prof. Marcelino Bassett,  
Director of Theological Studies Evangelical Faculty 
Interchurch Center for Theological and Social Studies 
Ba. Cierra Maestra 
Calle #10 



C-33 Managua, Nicaragua 
feet@cieets.org.ni 
 
Dr. Mrs. G. Christopher, Principal 
The Women's Christian College 
Chennai, 600 006 India 
827 6798 
 
Rev. Mq. Gonzalo Dernéy Ramos, President 
Corporacion Universitaria Reformada 
Carrera 46 No. 48-50 
Barranquilla, AA 30086 Colombia 
575 3490553- 3490943 
uniref@latina.net.co 
 
Mr George Faneti, Graduate Student 
67 Brooks Drive 
Hillside 
Harare, Zimbabwe 
tavfan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Rev. Marcos Florit, Headmaster 
Colegio San Andres 
Apartado Postal 190 
Lima, 14 Peru 
51 1 433 4189/ 51 1 433 2875 
dgral@sanandres.edu.pe 
 
Mrs. Judit Klaudia Gombik, Associate Professor 
Partium Christian University 
Str Trandafirilor Nr. 12 
Oradea, JVD. Bihor 3700 Romania 
001 40 59 418 252 
kinterandi@freemail.hu 
Rev. Rod Gorter, Missionary, Seminary Instructor 
Int'l Theological Education Ministries 
Postal Box 97 
Odessa, 65045 Ukraine 
380 48 715 5669 
rgorter@paco.net 
 
Dr. Thomas B. Hoeksema, Professor & Chairman, Education Dept 
Calvin College 
3201 Burton St. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 USA 
616 957-6212 
hoet@calvin.edu 
 



Dr. Mary Ann Hollinger,  
Dean Of External Programs 
Messiah College 
Box 3027 
Grantham, PA 17027-9795 USA 
717 766 2511 ext 7374 
mholling@messiah.edu 
 
Dr. Eunjoo Kang, Assistant Professor 
Chongshin University 
Mt. 31-3, Sadang-Dong, Dongjak-Ku 
Seoul, Korea 
82 2 3479-0378 
ejkang@chongshin.ac.kr; ejkangchongshin@hanmail.net 
 
Dr. Bálint Korsós, Deputy Principal 
High School of The Papa Reformed College 
Tamas U.3 
Papa, H-8500 Hungary 
36 89 313 881 
kbalint@refg-papa.sulinet.hu 
 
Prof. Dr. Dirk Th. Kuiper,  
Nieuwmarkt 20A 
1012 CR Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
31 20 444 6780/6804 
ca.marta_inacio@scw.vu.nl 
 
Mr. Jose Ma. L. Lamigo, Team Leader for Asia Ministry Team 
CRWRC - Strata 100 
10th Floor, Suite E, Emerald St. Ortigas Center 
Pasig City, Philippines 
632 638 1513/14 
crwrc@info.com 
 
Dr. Nicholas S Lantinga, Adjunct Professor - Cross Cultural Program 
Dordt College 
498 4th Avenue NE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250 USA 
nick@dordt.edu 
 
Prof. Richard J. Mouw, President, Professor of Christian Philosophy 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
135 North Oakland Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91182 USA 
626 584 5211 
rjmouw@fuller.edu 
 



Dr. Niel Nielson, President 
Covenant College 
14049 Scenic Highway 
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750 USA 
706 419 1118 
nielson@covenant.edu 
 
Dr. Choon-Hee Oh, Assistant Professor of Christian Education 
187 Choonjeong Ro 3 Ga 
Seodaemungu 
Seoul, Korea 
82 2 360 8890 
actsoh@chol.net 
 
Prof. Dr. H.G.L. Peels, 
Professor of Old Testament Studies 
Wilhelminapark 4 
7316 BT Apeldoorn, The Netherlands 
31-55-577-5700 
hglpeels@wxs.nl 
 
Rev. Dr. Cornelius Plantinga Jr., President 
Calvin Theological Seminary 
3233 Burton St SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546-4301 USA 
616 957-6024 
sempres@calvin.edu 
 
Mr. Perry Recker 
12602 Maple Avenue 
Blue Island, IL 60406 USA 
708 597-0560 
pavukrecker@juno.com 
 
Dr. David Rylaarsdam, Assistant Professor of Historical Theology 
Calvin Theological Seminary 
3233 Burton Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 USA 
616 957-6035 
drylaars@calvin.edu 
 
Rev. Annika Sipos, Lecturer, Pastor 
Piiri 1D 
Tartu, 51007 Estonia 
372 556 49256 
annika.sipos@mail.ee 
 
Dr. Ivan Szabó, Dean 



Constantine The Philosopher University In Nitra 
Trieda A. Hlinku 1 
Nitra, 949 74 Slovak Republic 
037 6510 922 
iszabo@ukf.sk 
 
Mrs. Sarolta Visky, Director 
Str. B.P. Hasdeu Nr. 113a 
Cluj-Napoca, 3400 Romania 
00 40 264 156654 
viskys@mail.dntcj.ro 
 
Mrs. Susheila Williams, 
Executive Secretary 
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Sciences 
129 Race Course Road 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641018 India 
0422 218401/211840 
csi-bacas@mailcity.com 
 
Alicia Winters,  
Decana, Facultad De Teologia 
Corporacion Universitaria Reformada 
Cra. 46 #48-50 
Barranquilla,   Colombia 
57 5 349-1955 
alicia@uolpremium.net.co 
 

New Affiliate Member 
International Theological Educational Ministries, Inc. 
Dr. David Ludwick, President 
P. O. Box 31456 
St. Louis, MO 63131-0456 USA 
314 568 0174 
item@item.org; dludwick@item.org 
 

New Associate Member 
Fred J. Reinders, Chairman 
Maple Reinders Group 
201 County Court Blvd, Suite 600 
Brampton, ON L6W 4L2 Canada 
905 457 6444 x 300 
fjr@maple.ca 
 

New Institutional Member 
Nazareth Margoschis College, Pillayamanai 



Dr. J. Baskhar Joel Jeyamoney, Principal 
Nazareth 
Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu 628 617 India 
04639 477232, 478232, 477572 
drjoelnmc@yahoo.co.uk; anandmanuel@yahoo.com 


