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MOSCOW, RUSSIA—Forty-five delegates representing
ten different countries attended the IAPCHE Regional
Conference held in Moscow, Russia,in August 2005.The
event served to highlight both the rewards and the diffi-
culties ofworking together internationally in Christian
higher education.

Three days of presentations, discussions, and informal
networking and socializing between East and West culmi-
nated in a final plenary session asking many hard ques-
tions such as:Why do we work together? Do we have
enough commonality in our theological foundations?
How do we (or do we not) experience religious and acad-
emic freedom? How can we integrate faith and learning?
And, last but not least:How does IAPCHE fit into this
picture?

Under the theme “Christian Responsibility in Civil
Society:East and West,” the conference began with two
days of presentations on the definition and benefits of
civil society, the responsibility ofthe church and the role
of education in civil society, and the relationship between
civil society and the “Russian Idea.” It then proceeded
along two different tracks:Track One was titled
“Leadership and Cooperation in Politics, Health and
Business,” and Track Two dealt with “Themes of
Christian Schooling.”

The morning and evening devotions led by Dr. Daniel
Szabo (Sarospatak Reformed Theological Academy,
Hungary) also provided time for much-needed refresh-
ment and quiet reflection.The schedule was packed and

continued on page 8

Conference for European Region held in Moscow

IAPCHE’s seventh international conference,
Congreso Internacional 2006 (CI06),will
be held in Granada,Nicaragua on November
14-19,2006.Since 1975,IAPCHE has held
six international conferences—two in Africa,
one in Europe, and three in North
America—and we are excited to advance our
vision of faithful Christian scholarship that
springs from a multitude ofcultures and
serves the whole body of believers.

As for language, the conference will be conducted in
English and Spanish,with simultaneous translations 
provided in all but the regional discussions. UPOLI has
generously agreed to translate all the conference presen-
tations, so that delegates may choose between Spanish
and English texts for the plenary and track presentations.

Our theme for CI06 is:“Christian Higher Education in
Global Context: Implications for Curriculum,Pedagogy
and Administration.” The conference will be hosted by
UPOLI-Polytechnic University, an IAPCHE institutional
member in Managua,and will take place at the Convent
of San Francisco in Granada.Granada is a 45-minute
drive from Managua on a recently rebuilt highway that
passes near Masaya town and the Masaya and Mombacho
volcanoes.

Granada is the oldest colonial city founded in Central
America,and is located on Lake Nicaragua.The Spanish
conquerors left behind proof of their dominion as
Granada still has the original colonial house and public
buildings ofthat time. A tour in a horse-drawn carriage

will take you back in time
more than 500 years.

The Convent San
Francisco is part of
Nicaragua’s national her-
itage, as it is a unique his-
torical site, now convert-
ed for use as a museum,
municipal library, and

conference site. This historic site is where Bartolomé de
las Casas preached in 1536.Las Casas employed his sig-
nificant gifts as a scholar, priest,diplomat, gentleman,
and evangelist to convince King Ferdinand,Charles V,
and Pope Paul III to defend the Indians ofCentral
America from the abuses ofSpanish colonists. The
venue testifies to the connectedness ofall the parts in the
body of Christ.

The venue also testifies to the Christian calling to serve
as salt and light in God’s world. Christians at institutions
such as UPOLI have been an important part of
Nicaragua’s rebuilding efforts. Fifteen years after elec-
tions ending the Sandinista revolution,Nicaragua now
provides a politically stable and open society to a growing
number offoreign visitors. The attitude of rebuilding fits
well with IAPCHE’s goals ofseeking to develop the con-
tributions ofvarious cultures around the world.

The conference will open with a keynote address by a
Latin American speaker and an evening banquet with a
presentation about IAPCHE’s history provided by Dr.
John Hulst,IAPCHE Executive Secretary Emeritus. We

International Conference Will Be Bilingual

continued on page 5



“What difference does your faith
make?”This question confronts
Christians ofall walks oflife.
Sometimes Christians respond
confidently and sometimes with
humility.

Sounding a Socratic and
Augustinian note, I recall a ser-
mon that emphasized the impor-
tance ofChristian humility. He
said that the church is a “hospi-
tal for sinners, not a museum for

saints.” The most important gift Christianity gives the world is
the humility that arises when we recognize our own sin.Given
the great danger of pride, this is indeed a great gift.

And yet, it seems to me that Christianity provides much more
than an echo of the Delphic instruction to “know thyself.”
Christians, who love their unbelieving neighbors, demonstrate
that their identity rests on more than an awareness ofsin.Indeed
we often demonstrate that following Jesus provides glorious
opportunities to act in ways that embody the fullness for which
God created us all.Humility does not only appear in the guise of
Mother Theresa,we also see it in the acts ofservice that all
Christians do throughout their lives. As Paul reminds us, our faith
makes us “more than conquerors with Christ.” (Romans 8:37)

With growing confidence, Christians in the academy have vigor-
ously defended an answer to the opening question ofthis essay.
Abraham Kuyper famously directed this project with the claim:
“there is not a square inch in the whole domain ofour human
existence which Christ,who is Sovereign over all, does not cry:
‘Mine!’” From this claim,Christian scholars from many denomi-
nations have asked what it means to consider various disciplines
from a Christian worldview. Over 30 years ago, IAPCHE itself
was born to bring together those who want to develop this pro-
ject.Many, if not most,explicitly Christian colleges have adopted
this approach to academic life.

And yet there are significant objections. Writing in the Summer
2001 issue ofChristian Scholar’s Review, D.G. Hart rejected
Kuyper’s integral approach. Hart argued that faith-directed schol-
arship is “an academic equivalent oftheonomy” because it
attempts to impose a kingdom vision on a fallen world. Such a
vision,Hart continues, leads to unnecessary conflict between
Christian and the modern university, and isolates Christian schol-
ars from insights that non-Christians might offer. Christians who
seek to relate their faith to their academic study fail to recognize
their existence in “two worlds” subject two “two moralities.” Like
my pastor, Hart argues that Christianity has little distinctive to
offer the (academic) world and that we should simply get along
with the business ofthe modern academy.

The best way to respond to Hart is to highlight the excellent
scholarship that does more than simply follow the supposedly
independent morality of the secular university.
w In each issue ofContact,the Academic Insert features an

example ofacademic work that demonstrates the strengths of
faith-directed scholarship. In this issue, Harry Van Dyke’s
“Professing God in History Class”is no exception.

w We also provide an online list ofmembers from every region
of the world, along with their research interest.

w More examples ofintegral scholarship are linked to
IAPCHE’s website (www.iapche.org), such as the online biblio-
graphic resource Faith and Learning Networkhosted at the
Institute for Christian Studies (Toronto).

w For a more extensive review of ways to relate faith and learn-
ing, IAPCHE has launched the Christian Academic Studies
Certificate. Member institutions currently offer ten different
courses that can assist scholars who seek to fully relate their
scholarship with their faith.

w Finally, the first track in our upcoming Congreso
Internacional in Granada,Nicaragua,focuses on the impor-
tance ofcontrol beliefs and ways to “bridge gaps between
competing cultures/worldviews.” (See Call for Papers on page
16.)

IAPCHE provides multiple responses to Hart’s criticisms—all in
one place! Our Association provides scholarship that often sur-
passes current academic standards, clearly relates our common
faith to specific disciplines, recognizes contributions from non-
Christian scholars, and does not impose orthodoxy on its readers.

Another, more fruitful, suggestion comes from Rodney J.
Sawatsky in a chapter in Scholarship & Christian Faith: Enlarging the
Conversation. There Sawatsky suggests that Christian scholars
“have focused too exclusively on faith—not hope or love—and
thereby have narrowed their definition of faith to man religious
beliefs about God,the world, and human kind.” I think Sawatsky
correctly recognizes the danger of narrowing “the Faith” to
faith—to the act ofbelieving.

And yet,our Association has long emphasized the importance of
such academic virtues as love and hope. Again,our upcoming
Congreso Internacionalfeatures a third track in which
Christians in higher education will discuss ways to better minister
to “specific regional issues and crises”such as the HIV/AIDS
crisis in Africa.For many years IAPCHE has collaborated with
many agencies and individuals who serve the international move-
ment supporting Christian schooling. (See box on page 13.)

IAPCHE brings together the many people who seek to make a
difference in God’s world because their faith makes all the differ-
ence in their academic work.
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What Difference Does Your Faith Make?

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary

E D I T O R I A L

INVITINVIT AATIONTION

If you are attending the 
CCCU InterCCCU Internanational Ftional Fororum um 

on Christian Higher Educaon Christian Higher Educationtion
Dallas, Texas

March 30-April 1, 2006

please join other 
IAPCHE members

for

CONVERSATIONCONVERSATION

Friday, March 31
12:30 - 2:45 p.m.

IAPCHE booth in the Exhibit Hall
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H I S T O RY

IAPCHE History II
Note: This article is the second in a
series about the Association’s history.
As was noted in the previous
article,1 the 1975 Conference
requested Potchefstroom
University for Christian Higher
Education (PUCHE) “to serve
as a Clearing House for the col-
lection and dissemination of
information.”2 The University
responded positively to this
request and committed both per-
sonnel and funds to the project,

assigning to the Clearing House an extensive list of tasks:
1.General documentation work.
2.The exchange of publications.
3.The collection and publication of bibliographies regarding

Christian higher education.
4.The distribution of relevant information.
5.The translation of books and courses into English
6.The publication of brochures, articles, and books.
7.The providing of information regarding scholarships and

other sources offinancial help.
8.The exchange of lectures.
9.Helping younger and/or smaller institutions, especially in

expanding their libraries.
10.Encouraging the establishment ofstudy groups, organiza-

tions or institutions ofChristian higher education.
11.Publishing and distributing a regular newsletter.
12.Researching Christian education at the primary and secondary

levels.

It is interesting to note this twelve-point assignment not only
because it served to direct the activities of the Clearing House,
but also because many of these tasks are still on the agenda of
the IAPCHE Secretariat to be accomplished through the current
newsletter, Contact.

The 1975 conference also appointed an eleven-person Steering
Committee composed ofadvisors and representatives from
Africa,Australia,New Zealand,Asia,Europe, and North and
South America.This committee was given a three-fold mandate:
1.To establish mutual contact between Reformed institutions

and Christian scholars and professionals in other institutions.
2.To consider “the future formal organization of our Reformed

scholarly intercourse and the collaboration of our institutions
for higher education.”

3.To plan the program of a second conference.3

It is important to observe that in spite ofdifferences and con-
flicts, the first part of the mandate had to do with establishing
mutual contact between institutions and individuals. Further, in
spite ofthe early emphasis on Reformed scholars at Reformed
institutions, the committee was charged to establish contact with
Christian professionals in other institutions as well. It was clear
from the beginning that the Conference wanted to maintain its

Reformed roots and,at the same time, reach out to others as
members of the Christian higher educational community—espe-
cially those who recognized the lordship ofJesus Christ over all
of life and learning.

The charge to establish mutual contact was clearly long-range in
nature. In fact,it eventually became part of the association’s
purpose statement.It also provided an answer to the often-asked
question,“What do we get out ofmembership in the
Association?”The obvious answer: “You become part of an
organization that enables you,along with others throughout the
world, to enjoy the blessings and meet the challenges of
Christian higher education.”

The mandate to consider future formal organization of the asso-
ciation resulted in a draft constitution that was presented to the
second conference. The Conference discussed the proposed con-
stitution and provisionally adopted a number ofchanges, but
decided not to form an alliance “at this time.”4 It did, however,
decide that “some form of affiliation” would be beneficial for
the institutions involved and that participating institutions should
make “annual financial contributions” in support of the Steering
Committee and the conferences—again indicating a commitment
to develop and maintain an international Christian community of
scholars and institutions.5

The Second International Conference met at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Michigan,from August 13-20,1978.The theme of
that conference, attended by 150 men and women from 18 dif-
ferent countries, was “Justice in the International Economic
Order”—a theme suggested at the conclusion ofthe first confer-
ence. Three papers dealt with the responsibility ofinstitutions of
Christian higher education to the social order. They were fol-
lowed by papers addressing various facets ofthe main topic such
as economic systems, economic justice and the future, norms for
the international economic order, and strategies for improving
the international economic order. According to Dr. Nicholas
Wolterstorff, secretary of the Steering Committee, “Those who
attended the conference will not soon forget the deep sense of
spiritual unity amidst the coloring ofall these different nationali-
ties, as the delegates together discussed one ofthe most impor-
tant facets ofthe social responsibility ofChristian academic
institutions.”6

While there was indeed a “deep sense ofspiritual unity,” there
was also an ongoing conflict over the issue ofapartheid.In fact,
even though it was not on the conference agenda,an extra ses-
sion was scheduled to discuss the matter. Since the conflict was
primarily between PUCHE and the Free University of
Amsterdam—two of the largest and most influential institutions
in the association—it was feared not only that the issue would
dominate the second conference, but also that it would lead to a
termination of the fledgling organization itself.

The Conference was determined to avoid such a termination.
Acknowledging differences concerning apartheid and other mat-
ters regarding the place and calling ofChristian higher education
in modern society, it was decided: continued on page 4

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus

1 Contact, Vol. 17,No. 1,p. 3.
2 "Resolutions," in Christian Higher Education: The Contemporary Challenge,
p. 403.
3 "Resolutions," p. 401,402.

4 "Main Resolutions," in Justice in the International Economic Order, Calvin
College, 1978,p. 300.
5 "Main Resolutions," pp. 300 and 303.
6 "Preface," in Justice in the International Economic Order, Calvin College,
1978,p. iii.



East Asia Conference in Hong Kong
IAPCHE is co-sponsoring a conference on Christian higher edu-
cation in Asia to be held in February 2006 in Hong Kong.

Prof. Peter Tze Ming Ng, director for the Centre for the Study of
Religion and Chinese Society (CSRCS),is organizing the confer-
ence. Ng has just completed a three-year term on the IAPCHE
board representing the Asia/Oceania region.Also participating
will be Kuk-Won Shin (Chongshin University, Seoul),a former
IAPCHE board member, who helped Ng dream up the idea for
this conference when they served together on IAPCHE’s board;
and J. Dinakarlal (All India Association for Christian Higher
Education Programme Director),who is the chair of IAPCHE’s
Asia/Oceania regional council.

Chung Chi College, which is part of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong, is home base to the Centre. In the past,the CSRCS
has organized conferences studying Christianity and Chinese
society, but this time it will broaden its focus by sponsoring this
conference under the theme, “Dr eams and Visions:International
Conference on Christian Higher Education in East Asia.”

Well-known scholars from China,Korea,Japan,Taiwan and
Hong Kong have been asked to offer a critical review of the his-
tory of CHE in East Asia,and to discuss its future development.
The Conference will be structured in three parts:

In Part I, scholars with expertise in the field of Asian Studies
and Mission Studies will be invited to give a critical review of the
intellectual history of Christian higher education in the various
regions, and to help broaden the discussions from the Asian and
global perspectives.

Part II will focus on the comparison ofdifferent models of
Christian higher education from the narratives. Relevant scholars
will be invited to identify their Asian experiences in the various
Christian universities.

Part III will be an attempt to draw implications for the future
development ofChristian higher education in Asian countries.

The conference will be held February 9 - 11,2006 at Chung Chi
College in Hong Kong. For more information, contact Prof.
Peter NG or Miss Fion LEUNG Chung Yan,Project
Coordinator, at csrcs@cuhk.edu.hk.

Do You Have Materials for Our
Archives?
As we were working on the series ofarticles dealing with
IAPCHE's history, we discovered that we are missing many of
the association's early records and documents. Therefore we are
asking our members, especially those involved in IAPCHE from
its beginnings in 1975,to send us back issues ofCircularand
Orientation, minutes ofBoard and committee meetings, reports,
and any other relevant materials.

We are in the process ofupdating and organizing all ofour
records so they will be preserved for future reference. If you
have questions about this process, please contact us at
iapche@dordt.edu.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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IAPCHE History II
continued from page 3
w To correspond with both PUCHE and the Free University of

Amsterdam,urging a resolution to the conflict.
w To request PUCHE to continue the work of the Clearing

House, since it was important for the continuation of the
association.

w To appoint a Steering Committee for a third international
conference in 1981.

w To mandate the Steering Committee to present a recommen-
dation in 1981 as to whether an “alliance”should be formed
or some other type of“affiliation” should be established.7

By this time the conference was known as the International
Conference for Institutions ofHigher Education (ICICHE).It
had hoped to hold the next conference in the Netherlands, but
because ofthe conflict over apartheid decided not to do so.
Logistical problems made it seem impossible to arrange for a
conference in a so-called “third world country.” Therefore, it was
decided to accept the invitation to hold the Third International
Conference in 1981 at Dordt College, located in Sioux Center,
Iowa.

7 “Appendix,” in Justice in the International Economic Order, Calvin
College, 1978, pp. 300 – 303.

GLGLOBOBAL CONSULAL CONSUL TTAATION ON TION ON 
INTERINTER CULCUL TURAL COMMUNICATURAL COMMUNICA TION OF TION OF THETHE
GOSPEL GOSPEL TT O O THE POSTTHE POST -MODERN PEOPLE IN-MODERN PEOPLE IN

THE INNER CITYTHE INNER CITY
hosted by

The Department of Missiology of the Faculty ofTheology
of the North West University 

and the Theological School Potchefstroom
in partnership with 

Gereformeerde Kerk Potchefstroom-Noord

TTaking the Inner Cities Caaking the Inner Cities Captipti vve fe for Christ!or Christ!
Potchefstroom, South Africa

March 3-4,2006

Keynote Address:Dr. Peter Jones (USA)
“Ef fectively evangelizing post-modern people”

Participants:ministers, missionaries, mission ministries and
commissions, theological lecturers and students, and all 

interested persons from around the globe.

Other themes & speakers:
Biblical principles & practical guidelines for inner city

church planting: Rev. Mark Gonnik (USA)
Discipling & assimilating new members:

Dr. Etienne Schalekamp
Mission perspectives from three forms of unity:

Dr. Fritz Kruger
Trans-cultural partnership in missions:

Dr. Flip Buys & Rev. Aaron Muswubi
Congregational strategic planning & mission:

Prof. Derrick Mashau

Register by February 25,2006
Contact person:Jannes van Dyk 

11961945@puk.ac.za (email)
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C O N F E R E N C E S

Congreso Internacional IAPCHE 2006

then consider three conference sub-themes:
1.How does Christian higher education bridge gaps between

competing cultures/worldviews?  
2.What can Christian higher education do to promote education-

al well-being?  
3.How does Christian higher education connect kingdom citizen-

ship to specific regional issues and crises?  

Each sub-theme will be considered in its own “track” complete
with its own keynote address and presentations from each region.
(See box on page 16 for the Call for Papers. To submit papers,
send your proposed topic and abstract,in English or Spanish,to
Dr. Nick Lantinga before June 15,2006 for consideration.)

Conference Structure
From here the conferees will move to consider the implications
of various track discussions within their own regions. Delegates
from Africa,Asia/Oceania,Europe, Latin America,and North
America will have their own discussions to prioritize and develop
strategies for the next several years. These strategy sessions seek
to connect the insights ofour scholarship to the pressing issues
facing each region.

The conference then brings all the regional discussions together.
The goal here is to understand the steps that the association as a
whole must take to strategically advance integral Christian higher
education at the global level.During the regional discussions, we
will coordinate informal translations as needed.

Dr. Joel Carpenter, of Calvin College (USA) will deliver the 
concluding keynote address, inspiring us to carry the vision 
forward in God’s world.

As you may note, our conference varies significantly from most
academic conferences. For one, there is no “grab bag” of presen-
tations, but rather an integrated format that builds from one
effort to the next. This is why delegates choose a track and learn
from the track discussions. (Jumping from one track to another
prevents the various discussions from developing.) Beyond the
analysis ofChristian higher education as practiced in various con-
texts, the proposals generated by this conference will help set
IAPCHE’s agenda for the next several years.

Another difference is that this conference is structured to bring
together contributions from each region.In this way we point
toward John’s vision in Revelation 7:9 where John saw a “great
multitude that no one could count,from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb.”

Conference Subsidies
Because we seek input from all Christians passionate about high-
er education, regardless ofmeans, we are now raising funds to
assist delegates from developing countries. Partial subsidies will
help offset conference registration fees and travel expenses Please
contact the IAPCHE office (iapche@dordt.edu) to apply.

We ask for prayers, messages ofencouragement,and financial
support and as the planning continues for CI06. As it is devel-
oped,updated conference information will be posted at
www.iapche.org.

Maatman Meets with COLA 
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA--Anne Maatman,IAPCHE Director
of Operations, traveled in January to meet with the Committee
for Local Arrangements (COLA) for the upcoming Congreso
Internacional 2006 (CI06), hosted by UPOLI – Polytechnic
University of Nicaragua.

The committee chose the Hotel Alhambra (pictured below) as
the lodging facility for conference delegates. The hotel is located
on Central Park of Granada,near the Convent San Francisco
where CI06 will meet.Its colonial atmosphere, displayed

Nicaraguan crafts,
and open courtyard
create a pleasant
place for delegates
to interact.The
rooms are equipped
with phone, cable
TV, air conditioning,
and private bath
with shower.

The conference
schedule will include
several evening cul-
tural events provided
by UPOLI,along
with an excursion to
Masaya to visit the
handicraft market.

While there, delegates will enjoy a typical Nicaraguan dinner and
a Verbena folkloric fiesta with traditional dances and dresses
from different regions ofNicaragua.

Each day of the conference will begin with Bible study and end
with group singing and prayer. Ample free time for community-
building is also planned in the schedule. On Sunday, delegates will
be transferred back to Managua for a worship service at the
UPOLI chapel followed by a campus tour.

COLA and Maatman will continue coordinating arrangements via
e-mail and phone. For more information about CI06, contact
Maatman at iapche@dordt.edu.

continued from page 1

COLA members include (L-R) Dr. Sergio Denis Garcia, General Advisor
and former Rector; Mrs. Anne Maatman, IAPCHE Director of

Operations; Ms. Eyra Reyes, Dir ector of the School of Economics;
Tomas Tellez Ruiz, Dir ector for International Relation; Dr. Jerjes Ruiz

Castro, Dir ector of the Institute of Humanistic Studies;Ms. Maria
Giselle Herrera, Assistant to the General Advisor; and (not pictured) Ms.

Karla Tinoco, Assistant to the Rector.
Garcia, Ruiz and Tellez also serve on the UPOLI Board of Dir ectors.
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Instituto Libre de Mexico de
Estudio Superiores
CORREGIDORA,MEXICO—ILMES (Instituto
Libre de México de Estudios Superiores—Free
College of Mexico of Higher Education) is the
result ofthe growing need in our children’s
home to provide a better general education for
our children.Our home, Ministerios Pan de Vida
(Bread ofLife Ministries) www.pandevida.org
was founded in the fall of 1990 with the idea of
rescuing children who would not have had a reasonable chance at
becoming responsible members of society. Working with the
State Social Agency (DIF),we receive only children who are at
high risk in their home situations due to physical,sexual and/or
emotional abuse. All these cases
have resulted from legal com-
plaints filed by neighbors, other
family members or the children
themselves.

As we began to educate these
children we were impressed
with their resilienceand their
ability to make up for lost time.
Many of them had never been
to school before. Their situa-
tion of not having proper
papers, their social and emo-
tional problems, in some cases
learning disabilities, allowed
them to fall through the cracks
of the state and federal educa-
tional system.However, thanks
to a special state and federal
program that recognized this
problem,we were able to
instruct these children with the
help of volunteers who were
not necessarily certified teach-
ers. As several of our students
graduated from high school,
we put them to work teaching
and helping some ofour other
teachers. While their efforts
were well appreciated,we real-
ized that we needed to provide
a better education for them—
hence the idea ofILMES.

In December we conclude our
third semester. Our emphasis
has been teaching as a profes-
sion,but we have also empha-
sized a broad range of courses
in humanities. Courses have
included world, Latin
American and Mexican litera-
ture;educational philosophy;
sociology;economics and
stewardship;constitutional law;
English translation; and others.
We have eight part-time faculty
members all with advanced

degrees, who donate their time. At present we have ten part-time
or full-time students. The picture above was taken in September.

Part of our objective is to translate several important educational
works from English to Spanish.We have had one book pub-
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Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO BOX 44400,Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csi-bacas@mailcity.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Peter Blokhuis,Vice-Chair
Ede Christian University
PO Box 80,6710 BB Ede  
The Netherlands
Home:31-318-614220
Office:31-318-696349
Fax:31-318-696396
pblokhuis@che.nl
(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:52 55 5412 6839
Office:52 55 5950 4045
FAX: 52 55 5950 4283
jose.r.alcantara@uia.mx
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:780 454-0568
Office:780-465-3500 ext. 8040
Fax:780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. George A. Lotter
North-West University
PO Box 20777,Noordbrug 2522
Republic of South Africa
Phone:27 18-299-1840
Fax:27 18-299-1841
kwsgal@puknet.puk.ac.za

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:61 0400 810 466
Office:61 2 9889 1633
Fax:61 2 9889 1644
baitchison@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
College, Jerusalem St.,3,Moscow
109316 Russia
Home:7-095-551-3462
Office:7-095-270-2200
Fax:7-095-274-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru
(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidade Estadual de Londrina
Rua Joao Wyclif,
447/1402,Londrina
PR 86061-640,Brazil
Phone:55 43 326-8640
brasil@uel.br

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. George N. Monsma, Jr., Chair
Calvin College, 3201 Burton St.SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546 USA
Home:616-243-6868
Office:616-526-6191
Fax:616-526-8410
gmonsma@calvin.edu

(Term expires December 2006)

I A P C H E  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  2 0 0 6
AFRICAAFRICA

ASIA/OCEANIAASIA/OCEANIA

EUREUROPEOPE

LALA TIN TIN AMERICAAMERICA

NORNOR TH TH AMERICAAMERICA
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lished,The Craft ofChristian Teaching(El arte de enseñar
cristianamente) by John VanDyk.The Dordt Press was kind
enough to publish it for us. We know that this book has already
made inroads into different areas ofLatin America and Spanish-
speaking North America.We have other works in process which
we hope to conclude by the end ofthis school year.

Our desire is to expand the course offerings and the size of our
student body. In the spring of2006 we will finish constructing
some dormitory facilities to house new students and visiting pro-
fessors. We wish to be in contact with Spanish-speaking profes-
sors who would be willing to spend a semester with us teaching
in their area ofexpertise. If interested,consult our web page
www.ilmes.org and/or to write to rector@ilmes.org.

Newly Elected Board Members
Three new members have been elected to serve a three-year

term on the IAPCHE board, to replace retiring board members
Dr. Peter Ng (Hong Kong),Dr. Harry Fernhout (Canada),and
Mrs. Nelly Garcia (Costa Rica).New members are introduced
below:

Asia/Oceania Region ~ Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison is
currently the Principal ofSouthland College, a Christian higher
education institution which provides post-graduate degrees in
teacher training. She holds a Doctor ofCreative Arts (DCA)
from the University of Wollongong in Australia (with a disserta-
tion entitled Transformational Drama: Theatre for Community and
Social Change)and was previously Head ofDrama at Wesley
Institute. She has been an academic for over 18 years and has
had a 30+ year career in theatre. She is listed inWho’s Who in
Education and Who’s Who in the World. Aitchison’s work with
homeless youth and in suicide prevention using drama as an edu-
cational tool has earned her several prestigious awards, but her
passion is to be able to work for the greater glory of the
Kingdom ofGod.She is committed to Christian higher educa-
tion, the development ofthe Asia/Oceania region,and to the
goals ofIAPCHE.At the IAPCHE conference in Chennai,
India,Dr. Nirmala presented a lecture discussing the integration
of faith and vocation, and the need for teachers to have a servant
heart.

North American Region ~ Dr. John Hiemstra completed
his Ph.D. in public policy and political philosophy at the
University of Calgary, Canada,in 1993.He has taught political
studies at The King’s University College in Edmonton,Alberta
since 1991.He also currently serves as head ofthe Social Science
Division.Hiemstra completed an M.Phil.at the Institute for
Christian Studies (Toronto),focusing on the political thought of
former Prime Minister Pierre E.Trudeau,and his B.A. in Social
Science, along with a certificate in Secondary Teaching, at Dordt
College (Sioux Center, Iowa).He has written a variety ofacade-
mic and popular articles, and a book on pluralism in Dutch
broadcasting entitled Worldviews on the Air(1997).Hiemstra
researches and writes on a variety oftopics related to a Christian
approach to the state’s role in dealing with plurality (in school,
broadcasting, and multicultural policies).He serves on the
Advisory Committee, and has served for many years on the
“Social Action Commission”of the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada,helping to develop a biblical witness on a variety ofpub-
lic issues. He also worked for 6 years as a policy analyst for the
national Christian political group Citizens for Public Justice dur-
ing the 1980s. He is just completing a five-year term on the
Board of CPJ.

Latin American Region ~ Rev. Dr. José Ramón
Alcántara Mejía received a Master ofTheology from Regent
College in Vancouver, Canada and has a Ph.D. from the
University of British Columbia.Since 1972 he has been a mem-
ber of the Lutheran church and has collaborated in different
ministries. In Mexico, he collaborated with the Mexican Student
Friendship whose objective is to proclaim the Gospel in universi-
ties. In the United States he collaborated with the University
Student Movement (IVCF),with the Lutheran University
Movement,and in Vancouver he worked with Christian groups in
servicing the Spanish-speaking immigrant community, preaching,
teaching, and giving pastoral care. In Mexico he is a founding
member ofvarious theological and social services educational
associations—Centro de Estudios Superiores de Integración Cristiana,
Asociación Mexicana de Transformación Rural y Urbana, Misión
Mazahua, ECLOF México, el Comité Luterano de Ayuda—and he has
collaborated with many others including Visión Mundial de México,
el Comité de Ayuda de la Iglesia Reformada, El Comité Central Menonita.
He has been a professor in various seminaries in Mexico such as
the Nacional Presbiteriano, el Bautista, el de la Iglesia Apostólica, el
Metodista, and additionally the Comunidad Teológica de México and
the Seminario Luterano Augsburg. Since his return to Mexico in
1983,he has served as professor at the Universidad Iberoamericano;
he serves on the university’s Ecumenical Pastoral Committee and
is a member ofthe UIA chapter’s inter-religious dialogue com-
mittee ofCatholic Universities (FIUC).Dr. Alcántara has partici-
pated in pastoral activities in the Iglesia Luterana del Buen Pastor,
where he has been a member since 1980.Dr. Alcántara was offi-
cially ordained and installed as a minister ofthe word and sacra-
ment in 2002.

IAPCHE Board Meets in December
The board met via chat room on December 21,2005.Time
zone differences meant that some members were awake very
early in their day while others were busy late in their day. Board
business included:
w a review of the association's finances noting the challenge of

soliciting donations from foundations and associate members;
w an acceptance, with regret,of Dr. Jack Fennema's resignation

as Director ofProgram Development;
w the receipt ofreports, with gratitude to God,of steady

increases in individual,institutional and affiliate membership;
w an endorsement ofthe planning ofupcoming networking

opportunities:regional conference for East Asia in Hong
Kong in February, IAPCHE's involvement in the CCCU
International Forum in Texas in March, annual education con-
sultation in Grand Rapids, MI in April, and the international
conference in Nicaragua in November;

w the report of a successful Moscow conference in August;and
w the encouragement ofDr. Nick Lantinga and Mrs. Anne

Maatman in their efforts for the Association after their reports
on trips, publications, and fundraising.

The board expressed their gratitude to retiring board members
Dr. Peter Ng (Hong Kong),Dr. Harry Fernhout (Canada),and
Mrs. Nelly Garcia (Costa Rica).

Dr. George Monsma (USA) and Dr. Peter Blokhuis (the
Netherlands) were re-elected as chair and vice-chair, respectively,
for another year. Since both oftheir terms will expire at the end
of 2006,the board asked that they seek an arrangement whereby
other board members will be prepared to serve in this capacity in
future years.

B O A R D  N E W S
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the discussions intense, so the conferees welcomed the wonderful
interlude offered on Monday evening:a dinner cruise on the
Moscow River (which one conferee called “a welcome productive
social time for affirmation of one another”).

Presentations 
After a welcome and introductions on Saturday evening by Dr
Alexei Bodrov (St.Andrew’s Theological College) and Dr. Nick
Lantinga (IAPCHE),two speakers introduced the topic ofcivil
society. Dr. Fyodor Kozyrev (Russian Christian Humanities
University) offered an Eastern perspective, while Dr. Govert Buijs
(Free University, Amsterdam) considered it from the point of
view of the West.

Sunday morning the delegates attended worship services in local
churches. One group attended the Baptist congregation Na
Losinke, while another group worshipped at the famous cathedral,
the Kosmas and Damian Church in Moscow’s city center.
Sunday afternoon’s discussions (pictured above) dealt with the
responsibility ofthe church in civil society. After dividing into
small groups, delegates designed posters describing the various
connections between religious traditions, political structure, and
civil society. These were presented to the whole group for discus-
sion.After some free time to enjoy the wooded grounds ofthe
Hotel Svetlana,the group reassembled in the evening. Because Dr.
Alexei Yudin (St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological College, Russia)
was ill,Rev. Vladimir Fyodorov (St.Petersburg) stepped in to
replace him;Fyodorov and Prof. Dr. L.J. Koffeman (Theological
University Kampen,the Netherlands) presented their views on the
topic from their different vantage points.

Monday morning, Drs. Adrian and Wendy Helleman,two
Westerners who have spent several years teaching at Moscow State
University (and are currently teaching at the University of Jos,
Nigeria),presented papers based on their unique perspective.
Adrian spoke about “The Role of Education in Promoting Civil
Society”while Wendy addressed the topic “‘Civil Society’Meets
the ‘Russian Idea.’”

The conferees then divided into two tracks, with the first track
chaired by Dr. Adrian Helleman,and the second by Dr. Svetlana
Panich (School of Theology and Humanities, Ukraine).

TRACK ONE: Leadership and Cooperation in Politics,
Health Care and Business
Talks given under this theme included:
w Leadership and Cooperation in Politics, Health Care and Business (Dr.

Peter Blokhuis, Ede Christian University, the Netherlands)
w To Be a Leader: From a Christian Perspective (Dr. B.J. van der Walt,

North West University, South Africa)
w Religion, Democracy, and Civil Society: A Comparison ofNorth

American, Russian and West African Contexts (Dr. David Hoekema,
Calvin College, USA)

w Christianity and Civil Society: Some Sources ofthe Discourse Regarding
Civil Society in Western and Eastern Christianity (Prof. Cristian
Buchiu,Hyperion University, Romania)

w A Christian Response to Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution”(Prof. Kevin
Ellis, Cooperative Studies, Inc. at International Christian
University, Ukraine)

w A Simple Visual Model for Describing the Impact ofWorldview on
Wealth Creation (Dr. John Visser, Dordt College, USA)

w Henry Ford and the Cultural Mandate: Employees as Image Bearers and
Other New Realities for Biblically Obedient Management Practices(Dr.
Erik Hoekstra,Harbor Consulting Group, USA)

TRACK TWO: Themes of Christian Schooling 
Presentations on this topic were the following:
w Themes ofChristian Schooling (Dr. John Van Dyk,Dordt College,

USA)
w The School Belongs to the Community (Drs. Jet Weigand-Timmer,

Association for Reformed Philosophy, the Netherlands)
w A Renewal ofa Civil Organization ofProtestant Hungarian Teachers

in the Carpathian Basin (Dr. Balint Korsos, the Highschool of the
Pápa Reformed College, Hungary)

w Language Power, Language Play, and Promises to Keep: Language and
the Image ofGod (Dr. James Vanden Bosch, Calvin College, USA)

w Pact/Convention Between the Hungarian Reformed Church and the
Communist State in 1948 and Its Influence During the Oncoming Years
Until 1990 (Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy, Teacher Training College,
Károli Gáspár Reformed University, Hungary)

w Christian Schooling in the Post-Atheistic Society: Difficulties and Chances
(Dr. Svetlana Panich, Mohila Academy, School of Theology and
Humanities, Ukraine)

w Why Christian Education? That They May Know the Father through the
Son and Have Life More Abundantly (Dr. Jack Fennema,IAPCHE)

Both tracks finished their discussions with a strategy session in
which they attempted to prepare some resolutions and recommen-
dations. Track One resolutions included:
w That we encourage cooperation among colleagues to develop

education in practical business issues.
w That we encourage members to initiate local discussions on

important documents like that of the Orthodox Bishops
Council of2000.

w That IAPCHE is encouraged to hold sessions not just in
regions but according to sectors (e.g. business ethics, social
issues) or curriculum development.

Track Two participants recommended that IAPCHE explore pos-
sibilities offacilitation and/or encouraging the following:
w Encourage interaction between Eastern and Western educators

by arranging (a) contact with selected persons at state universi-
ties in the East and (b) discussion sessions to share perspectives
on philosophy of education, curriculum,pedagogy, and
resources.

w Consider translation and publication of relevant academic 
materials with attention to copyright problems.

w Develop programs ofassistance to (a) Religious Education
teachers and (b) State school teachers of other subjects in the
form of seminars, workshops, presentations of good practice,
and audio-visual materials.

w Promote the idea ofparents and professional (ecumenical)
teachers associations.

On Tuesday evening ofthe conference, one speaker each from
East and West addressed the topic “Cooperation in European
Christian Higher Education.” Drs. Agnes Wielink (Theological
University Kampen,the Netherlands) presented the Western view,
while Prof. Vasily Senashenko (Peoples’Friendship University,
Russia) gave an Eastern perspective.

Once again,the conferees divided into two groups. One group
discussed implications for theological institutions (led by Dr.
Alexei Bodrov) while the other focused on liberal arts institutions
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(led by Dr. James Mininger, Lithuania
Christian College).

Closing Sessions 
A closing plenary discussion,chaired by
Dr. Peter Blokhuis, invited delegates to
respond to a number ofquestions pre-
pared by Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya (St.
Petersburg School of Religion and
Philosophy, Russia).The differences
between East and West came to the
fore during this discussion,and confer-
ees came away with an awareness of
the deep challenges ofattempting to
cooperate as Christian in higher educa-
tion in such differing cultural contexts.

Nevertheless, there was general agree-
ment that the networking and relation-
ship-building afforded by this kind of
conference is refreshing and necessary;
that IAPCHE plays an important role
in bringing together scholars from such
different contexts;that cooperation
among Christian will strengthen both
the scholars and their respective insti-
tutions;and that IAPCHE is an exam-
ple of the kind ofcooperation that
makes a civil society work. One con-
feree stated afterward, “Various
resources on the nature and conditions
of civil society will be helpful in train-
ing Ukrainian church leaders in their
call to train members to develop Civil
Society.” Another commented,“I will
be able to include some ofthese mate-
rials in my business ethics course.”

Thank You 
IAPCHE is grateful to Dr. Alexei
Bodrov and Dr. Vladimir Khulap from
St.Andrew’s for hosting and organiz-
ing the conference, and to Dr. Daniel
Szabo for leading the conference devo-
tions. Thanks to the hosts at the Hotel
Svetlana for providing accommoda-
tions and meals, and the staff of St.
Andrew’s who displayed,as one con-
feree said,“a great servant attitude,”
and were “always helpful and courte-
ous.” IAPCHE also wishes to thank
those institutions which donated funds
to help with travel subsidies and other
conference expenses:Association for
Christian Higher Education (the
Netherlands),Calvin College (USA),
Dordt College (USA),Northwestern
College (USA),Redeemer University
College (Canada),Vrije Universiteit (the Netherlands),and Western
Theological Seminary (USA).

Proceedings 
Plans are underway to publish the conference proceedings;details
will be available future issues ofContact.

WYSOCS Invitation
LEEDS, UK--“If you were being
indoctrinated,how would you
know?” That was the question posed
by Dr. Arthur Jones in a Fall ’05 lec-
ture titled “Education, Indoctrination
and God,” which was sponsored by
WYSOCS (West Yorkshire School of
Christian Studies).Secular indoctri-
nation, according to Dr. Jones, is
pervasive in our Western society—a
society which predisposes people to
take a stance opposed to the
Christian faith. Jones prompted his
listeners to consider how they can
survive as a distinctive, Godly people
in the UK,one of the most secular
countries in the world, and to con-
sider the question,“How much have
we already been indoctrinated?”He
went on to show how secularism
shapes the hidden as well as the for-
mal curriculum in schools, and how
much impact it has on children who
spend 15,000 hours in school and
almost as much time engaged in elec-
tronic media activities. He pointed
out that Christian teachers are told
that to be professional and neutral,
they must leave their faith outside of
the classroom,and he posed the
question:To be similarly neutral,
what must the atheist/agnostic
teacher do? Jones helped his listeners
understand that education is a deeply
value-laden religious activity, and that
it represents a profound ideological
intervention in children’s lives. The
talk demonstrated the importance of
worldviews, and the need for
Christians to discern the values and
beliefs underpinning activities both
inside and outside the classroom.
(Taken from a review ofthe lecture written
by Dr. Mark Pike, Senior Lecturer in
Education at the University ofLeeds.)

WYSOCS will offer Saturday confer-
ences in the spring 2006 term:
February 24:Post-modern theatre:
message, medium and the power of
stories:the work of Forced
Entertainment and how two
Christian theatre companies in Leeds
respond to contemporary perfor-
mance practice.
March 18:A 20th century giant:Fran-
cis Schaeffer: the story of L’Abri,

Schaeffer’s legacy in writing and campaigning, and one pupil’s con-
sequent development towards reformational/trinitarian scholarship.
Any IAPCHE member within reach of Yorkshire, England
around these dates is more than welcome to come and stay at
WYSOCS for the weekend!

IN SESSION: Dr. Natalya Pecherskaya (St.Petersburg School of
Religion and Philosophy), Dr. Alexei Bodrov (St.Andrew’s Biblical
Theological College), Dr. Adrian Helleman (University of Jos), Dr.

Peter Blokhuis (Ede Christian University), Dr. L. J. Koffeman
(Kampen Theological University).
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Forty delegates from ten countries gathered in Moscow, Russia.

Dr. Nic k Lantinga (IAPCHE) begins the boarding process for the 
dinner cruise by dipping bread in salt,a Russian welcoming custom.

POSTER SESSION:Dr. John Van Dyk (Dordt College), Dr. Balint
Korsos(Pápa Reformed College), Drs. Agnes Wielink (Kampen
Theological University), Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy (Károli Gáspár

Reformed University).



CCCU Reports Surging Enrollment for
Christian Higher Education
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—According to numbers from the
U.S. Department of Education, total fall enrollment at member
campuses ofthe Council for Christian Colleges & Universities
(CCCU) grew significantly more than enrollment in other seg-
ments ofhigher education from 1990 to 2004.CCCU campuses
grew 70.6 percent,from 134,592 students in 1990 to 229,649 stu-
dents in 2004.All public four-year campuses grew 12.8 percent in
the same time frame, all independent four-year campuses grew 28
percent and all independent religious four-year campuses grew
27.5 percent. While some Council institutions have already
capped their enrollment,often becoming more selective in their
admissions, overall CCCU campuses’enrollments continue to
boom in comparison to other sectors. CCCU President Bob
Andringa attributes the growth trend to a number ofdifferent
factors, including overall quality, academic freedom,faith commit-
ment,expansion to new markets and a strong sense ofcommuni-
ty on campus. “We believe a big factor in the growth is academic
quality,” says Andringa.“More evangelicals embrace higher learn-
ing. More leave universities with Ph.D.’s and want to work where
their faith is encouraged and is allowed to be integrated into their
teaching. The CCCU has emphasized professional development,
good assessment practices, better marketing research and other
services to help make our campuses more excellent.Whatever the
combination of reasons is, we are grateful for such growth.”
While the latest numbers available from the Department of
Education are from 2004,many CCCU campuses report record
enrollment for fall of 2005 as well.

Women’s Studies Emerging as an
Academic Discipline in India 
BANGALORE,INDIA—A Na tional Conference on Women’s
Studies was held here in May 2005,with the purpose ofencour-
aging colleges to set up Centres for Women’s Studies. The confer-
ence was sponsored by the Vikasini Centre for Women’s Studies
and Development and the All India Association for Christian
Higher Education (AIACHE). IAPCHE member Dr. Nir mala
Jeyaraj, principal ofLady Doak College, co-directed the confer-
ence with Mrs. Reny Jacob, director ofVikasini.Dr. Nirmala led a
workshop discussion on “Women’s Studies as teaching and learn-
ing process”and facilitated group work for designing the peda-
gogy for specific topics in women’s studies.

New On-line Journal on CHE
TULSA,OK, USA—Oral Roberts University announces a new
online journal—theJournal ofthe Scholarship ofTeaching and
Learning for Christians in Higher Education. This interdisciplinary
journal provides a forum for Christian educators to share docu-
mented teaching practices that enhance and promote learning.
The uniqueness ofthis journal is that documented changes in
learning can be attributed not only to innovative teaching practice,
but also to the integration of Christian faith,whether directly or
indirectly. It is this Christian perspective on scholarship that is
intended to set SoTL-CHEdapart.

You are invited to be a part of the inaugural issue by submitting a
paper and/or acting as a reviewer for the journal.For more infor-
mation about the Journal ofthe Scholarship ofTeaching and Learning
for Christians in Higher Educationor for submission and reviewer
guidelines, please visit the website at http://sotl_ched.oru.edu or
contact the editor, Ardith Baker, directly at sotl_ched@oru.edu.

Opportunity in Budapest for Retired
English Teachers!
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY—Dr. Ferenc Szucs, the Rector of
Karoli Gaspar Reformed University, is looking for a retired
English professor who might be willing to spend a minimum of
three years with his university to help develop a doctoral program
in the area ofEnglish language and literature. Financial arrange-
ments would need to be discussed with the university. If this
interests you at all,contact Dr. Szucs at rector@kre.hu.

CPJ Seeking Contact with Christians
Involved Politically around World
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—The Center for Public Justice in
the United States is seeking contact with people in other coun-
tries who are involved in,or know others involved in,Christian
political service, whether in government or outside government.
The involvement might be through a Christian Democratic Party
or in some kind ofthink tank or social-justice action organiza-
tion. The person might also be someone in a university who stud-
ies such activities and organizations. The Center is developing an
electronic communication network through which we hope to
learn more from Christians in other parts of the world about
Christian civic engagement.If you are such a person or have
names ofothers (and other organizations) to suggest,please con-
tact Dr. James Skillen, president ofCPJ, at jim@cpjustice.org.
For more information about CPJ, go to:www.cpjustice.org

IICS Co-sponsors Conference on
Intelligent Design
PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC—In October 2005,more than
700 academicians gathered in Prague for a historic conference—
the first ever in Central and Eastern Europe—on Intelligent
Design.

Dr. Thomas Johnson, a professor ofphilosophy and theology
with IICS (International Institute for Christian Studies),was one
of the co-planners of the event.In his words, “As an IICS pro-
fessor, I committed our resources to this conference because I
believe the relationship between faith,natural science, and philos-
ophy needs to be renegotiated in Western culture, and our speak-
ers on Intelligent Design should be part of this process ofrene-
gotiation.”

Titled Darwin and Design: A Challenge for 21stCentury Science, the
conference featured several leading thinkers and scientists from
various disciplines and institutions, but the main speaker was Dr.
Charles Thaxton who has been cited by Timemagazine as one of
the founders of the Intelligent Design movement.

Scientific Credibility
(An encouraging testimony from Dr. Paul Gibson, an IICS genetics professor
working in the Ukraine)
DNIPROPETROVS’K,UKRAINE—Because I am a scientist,
my colleagues at the university are more open to discuss issues of
worldview and philosophy of life with me than with non-scien-
tists. Many Ukrainian scientists are not fully satisfied with athe-
ism,but still believe that any other outlook is not scientific.

A while back I arranged a travel grant for one ofmy colleagues
to spend a month at a university in the US working on molecular
genetics ofmelons and arranging melon germplasm exchange.
One day as we visited,Igor and his wife Natasha,who is a soil
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microbiologist,heartily agreed that the intricacies ofthe genetic
mechanism testify to a Creator. This was a significant shift from
his declarations of agnosticism when I first talked with him four
years ago.

Adrian and Wendy Helleman rejoice in
students’ progress
JOS, NIGERIA—Drs. Adrian and Wendy Helleman, working
with Christian Studies International,are rejoicing in the progress
of some oftheir students. In October, Wendy’s PhD student,
Magdalyn,was finally given the opportunity to defend her thesis
on the impact oftechnology on traditional religious practices of
the Tiv. The external examiner spoke of her work as ‘ground-
breaking’and passed the thesis with but minor corrections.
Recently a student with whom Adrian worked on his senior pro-
ject,Ezra Babale, won the award for best graduating student in
the Faculty ofArts, and a scholarship as best graduating student
in the Dept. of Religious Studies ofUnijos for his year. A mem-
ber of the Christian Reformed Church of Nigeria,Ezra has
enrolled at the Theological College of Northern Nigeria as an M.
Div. student.“When our students finish well,we forget about the
hardships endured,the poor infrastructure, intermittent power
and water, terrible driving habits of Nigerians, and the poor writ-
ing skills ofmany of our students. We know why God has
brought us to Nigeria.We thank Him,and celebrate their suc-
cess.”

Voices from Russia 
By Dr. Krister Sairsingh, Professor of Philosophy & Religion at the
Russian-American Christian University
Taken from an essay in which Sairsingh reflects about a course he taught at
RACU in Spring 2005 and its impact on his students’worldviews.
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—As one ofthe professors at RACU in
Moscow who is earnestly trying to implement the vision ofthe
university, I soon came to recognize that we face a huge chal-
lenge. An important part of our mission is to equip students to
make a spiritual and moral difference in Russia,to be courageous
and faithful to Christ in the marketplace, and to bring the gospel
of the Kingdom to bear on every area oflife in society. While
many of my students understood,at least theoretically, the mean-
ing and importance ofRACU’s vision,they simply could not
integrate it into their theology. It seemed that the most these stu-
dents could hope for would be to get a good job and through
personal evangelism persuade friends and colleagues to be saved
and join the church. No doubt,they would all agree that we are
called to be salt and light in the world. However, for them being
salt and light translated into little more than a strategy for per-
sonal evangelism.

I certainly do not wish to minimize the importance ofpersonal
evangelism.It is an essential part of our mission in this world.
What disturbed me was the absence ofa theological framework
to nourish the hope and the conviction that these students could
make a significant difference in Russian society. I wanted them to
believe and understand that the gospel can have a lasting impact
on their country. To help them see that the gospel has something
to say about the regeneration of social and economic structures, I
took them through Cornelius Plantinga’s book Engaging God’s
World, chapter by chapter, page by page, in a one-semester course.

What are RACU’s students now thinking? What are their hopes
and dreams? Are they all after the newly minted wealth from oil
and gas with which this country is now awash? To show what

Christian education can do, I have taken some comments ofa
few students from the review essay that was required for the
course and excerpted them below:

One student offered some reflections on the ecological implica-
tions of the doctrine ofcreation. She rightly traced this neglect
or indifference to a defective view of creation. Her words:
Sometimes I wonder why don’t we Christians have a strong desire to protect
the environment. Why do we neglect our roles as stewards? …Many
Christians think that the Kingdom ofGod will be in years to come but not
in our century. They exclude the thought that the Kingdom ofGod can be
real nowadays. But the Kingdom ofGod is in us and can extend even fur-
ther. It is our responsibility to build His Kingdom on earth and to be light to
the people around us. We don’t just wait for the Kingdom to come. We
extend the Kingdom on this earth.

Another student wrote that before taking this course, I used to
think that the Kingdom ofGod is the kingdom that we must wait for after
we die and enter heaven. But in this course, I realized that God’s kingdom is
not only in heaven. It is already here on earth. Christians should know how
to live in society and bring the light ofGod to this world. Plantinga’s book
helped me to understand what I should do in this world and how I can
accomplish God’s will.

A similar transformation of perspective and mind is recounted by
this student:[Plantinga’s book] changed my mind!....Before reading it, I
felt that I am just a small piece in this big world, which belongs to the devil.
He rules here. Ofcourse, I understood that all is in God’s control, but it
seemed to me that God left the earth and he let the devil rule on it. But when
I read Plantinga’s book, I realized that the earth is God’s earth, our world
is his kingdom. Even though the devil does his work in people’s hearts, this
earth and these people belong to God. And He didn’t leave this world but
left some work for us to do. And I’ll do it!
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Ede Christian University: 3-fold Mission 
By Peter Blokhuis
EDE, THE NETHERLANDS—It is not easy to characterize a
Christian university in a few words. But it is necessary to do so
because all members of the community should be able to tell the
story of their institution.We expect the director and the adminis-
trators to be able to explain the mission and the character ofthe
university. But what about the janitor, the receptionist and the
secretary? And what about the students and the teachers? If we
want them to be living members of the community there should
be a simple story they can tell and live. Ede Christian University
developed a simple model for its story, the RIV-model.RIV
stands for ‘relation-content- responsibility’(translation of the
Dutch words relatie-inhoud-verantwoordelijkheid). With these three
concepts we express the main characteristics ofour school.It is
not enough to tell guests that you are a Christian university. They
will ask you what that means. It will be no surprise for them to
hear that the Bible is important and that praying is normal,but
these things can be extras that are unrelated to the education and
the curriculum.The legitimacy of a Christian university can only
be found in the integrity of its education.

The first concept, relation, concerns the way our teaching at Ede
Christian University is organized.Students are seen not as clients
but as whole human beings who are known by their teachers.
Teachers encourage and direct their students along the way as
they pursue their goals. Basic to our organization is a community
of teachers and students who know each other well.

The second aspect ofour mission concerns the content of the
curriculum.Ede Christian University offers professional educa-
tion: nursing, human research management,social work, commu-
nication, journalism,and pastoral work. Every professional is dri-
ven by some basic values. For a Christian,these values are based
on God’s will for his or her profession.Rather than pursuing
money, success, and pleasure, we seek the good of others, the
good of society. It is according to this principle that the objec-
tives ofour education are formulated.Students are also taught
how to function in situations where other values are dominant.

The concept of responsibility is meant to focus on society. The
responsibility ofthe university is to train young people for a soci-
ety which needs them.Young Christians should know that as
human beings they are responsible, that as professionals they are
servants. Therefore it is important to develop their sense of
responsibility and to teach them how to function in a society
where they will meet Christians as well as atheists, Muslims and
Buddhists. It is not difficult to tell the story of the university
with this model.The story can be short, it can be long. But basi-
cally it is the same story, whether told by a professor or told by a
receptionist.

Fulbright Scholar Teaches at RACU
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—The Russian-American Christian
University is pleased to have Fulbright Scholar Dr. James
Brownlee from Malone College, Ohio, as part of their faculty this
year. It is the first time RACU has had a Fulbright Scholar.
“When he is not busy representing RACU at receptions at the
American Ambassador’s residence here in Moscow,” writes
Provost David Broersma,“he is doing an excellent job ofteach-
ing classes and helping our students.” In the spring, in addition to
other courses, Dr. Brownlee is planning to teach an honors
course on African-American literature, his area ofspecialization.

Lady Doak College: New Beginnings 
MADURAI, INDIA — For Lady Doak College, 2005 has been a
year ofgreat blessing. There were many new beginnings …the
Centre for Women’s Studies in February, the Science
Instrumentation Centre in April, the two new M.Phil pro-
grammes, B.Com (Corporate Secretaryship) and a PG Diploma
course on Molecular Modeling and Dynamics. The Botany and
Zoology departments received grants to upgrade post-graduate
teaching and research facilities.

Lady Doak’s efforts to help and rehabilitate the tsunami-affected
people continue. Nine tuition centres are functioning in tempo-
rary shelters and 25 graduates are being paid to attend to the
needs ofabout 650 school children.There are sewing classes for
women from the affected area.In September, a group of student
leaders and faculty visited Nagapatinam and distributed Rs.15,000
worth of notebooks, five bicycles and five sewing machines.

Progress toward Establishment of
Christian University in China
ANQING, ANHUI, CHINA—Sam Song, director of the
International Council for Education Development,reports that
the Lord has richly blessed efforts toward the establishment of
St.Paul University in China.“We have found a partner in Anqing
that is willing to let us use their brand new campus,” he reports,
“with a capacity for 15,000 students! It is amazing that God has
provided such wonderful space for us so that we do not have to
budget for classrooms. Areas ofneed include basic start-up
costs:equipment,an information technology system,recruitment
of faculty and students, administrative needs, and living expenses
for my family here in Minneapolis.” For more information about
this exciting project,visit www.stpauluniversityofchina.org.

Károli Gáspár  Celebrates 150 Years
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY—On October 8-11,2005,the Károli
Gáspár University of the Hungarian Reformed  Church celebrat-
ed the 150th anniversary of its predecessor, the Reformed
Theological Academy in Budapest (founded in 1855).The Faculty
of Theology  of this university has elected a new leadership for a
three year term: the  new dean is Dr. Sandor Bekesi,and the two
vice deans are:Prof. Dr. David  Nemeth (for study matters) and
Prof. Dr. Peter Balla (for overseas relations  and research mat-
ters).The website ofthe university has a short summary of the
Jubilee programs in English language as well,at www.kre.hu.

New Chapel Cum Counselling Centre
AMBILIKKAI, INDIA—In June 2003,when Dr. Mercy Gerald
accepted the principalship ofthe Jacob Memorial Christian
College after retirement from Government service, she hadn’t the
haziest notion that God was going to build a house ofprayer
through her. But when the idea ofbuilding a Chapel was present-
ed to her by Drs. Mary and Jacob Cherian,she decided to take on
the task ofraising the funds for the project.“Dr . Jacob Cherian
gave a head start to the fundraising campaign,” she says, “but
beyond that a remote village like Ambilikkai did not hold out
much promise. But even in moments offrustration, I did not
despair, for with God,all things are possible.” With God’s bless-
ing, and thanks to the munificence ofmany, a beautiful structure
of about 1600 sq ft sprang up within a span ofone year. On
October 15,2005,Dr. Gnana Robinson consecrated the building
and christened it as the “Rev. Jacob Memorial Chapel and Victor
Counselling Centre.” “This is the Lord’s doing and it is mar-
velous in our eyes,” rejoices Dr. Gerald.
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Steady Progress in Malawi
LIVINGSTONIA, MALAWI—The University of Livingstonia,
with its five constituent colleges, continues to make excellent
progress. The students at the College of Education are finishing
up their second year—half-way toward finishing the B.Ed.pro-
gram! Twenty-five students graduated in October from the
College of Theology. In addition,the Livingstonia campus is
undergoing major renovations, thanks to a $100,000 grant from a
U.S. donor, and new construction is occurring at both
Livingstonia and Ekwendeni.At Ekwendeni,the College of
Nursing is completing a men’s dormitory, thanks to a gender
equity grant that will allow the college to enroll young men for
nursing training.

Master’s Degree in Holistic Rural
Development Offered at UPOLI
SOMOTILLO, NICARGAUA—As a continuation of its efforts
toward supporting human and economic development through
rural development,the Polytechnic University of Nicaragua
(UPOLI) inaugurated the “Alfons Comin”training center at
Somotillo, Chinandega in June 2005.At the same time, it inaugu-
rated the IV Master’s Degree in Holistic Rural Development,
which will be taught at the Center. Fifty students have registered
so far; most of them are already working in rural development
with government and private NGO’s in the region.At the inau-
guration, Dr. Raúl Lira of the Alfons Comin Foundation high-
lighted the fact that supporting development in the third world is
a matter of equity. “We are giving a helping hand because, in one
way or another, we all are responsible for poverty,” he pointed
out.

ICS Names Interim President 
TORONTO, ON, CANADA—The Institute for Christian
Studies in Toronto, Canada,is pleased to welcome Rev. Morris
Greidanus, retired pastor and former campus minister ofthe
University of Toronto, to serve as interim president until April
2006,when Dr. John Suk will assume his duties as the new presi-
dent.Greidanus has been an ICS member for over 30 years, has
served on the Board, and has recently been actively involved in
Friends ofICS, a group that promotes the ICS in the United
States. In addition,Greidanus has served as chair and speaker at
numerous ICS conferences, where his sense ofhumor and his
spiritual depth were always deeply appreciated.

CSI Bishop Appasamy Serves 
Its Community
COIMBATORE,INDIA— At the CSI Bishop Appasamy
College of Arts & Science the Visual Communication
Department recently organized the “Keerthanai Vizha,” which is
the singing oftraditional Christian devotional songs. The depart-
ment’s goal is to revive the cultural heritage and to sensitize the
younger generation to its riches. Churches across the state and
the entire Christian community of the town joyfully participated
in the singing.

Students at Bishop Appasamy are involved in coaching the chil-
dren in two slums who cannot cope with their studies, helping
them prepare to be readmitted to local schools. The children’s
progress is monitored continuously and they are offered career
guidance when they complete their studies.

Changes at the Dooyeweerd Centre
ANCASTER,ON, CANADA—The Dooyeweerd Centre for
Christian Philosophy, located on the campus ofRedeemer
University College in Ancaster, Ontario, has just completed its
tenth year ofoperation. In addition to sponsoring conferences
and seminars, the Centre has thus far published ten books in the
series The Collected Works ofHerman Dooyeweerd—-five reprints and
five original translations. This past summer, philosophy professor
Theodore Plantinga was appointed Editorial Consultant,and
retired history professor Harry Van Dyke was installed as the
new Director. The next volume to be published,entitled The
Struggle for a Christian Politics, is due to come out in the spring of
2006.See www.redeemer.on.ca/Dooyeweerd-Centre for further
information. Books may be ordered from the Redeemer Campus
Bookstore:books@redeemer.on.ca.

How can Christian higher How can Christian higher 
education assist Christian education assist Christian 
elementary and secondary elementary and secondary 

education?education?

And, how can other agenciesAnd, how can other agencies ——
especially those concerned withespecially those concerned with

Christian schools on an Christian schools on an 
international levelinternational level ——be involvedbe involved

and participate in this effort? and participate in this effort? 

Background
For the past five years, IAPCHE has hosted a meeting to
encourage institutions ofhigher education to assist in the
training ofChristian teachers in elementary and secondary
schools around the world. Examples ofsuch assistance
include teacher training, educational research, and the devel-
opment ofeducational leadership. These meetings were con-
ducted for purposes of consultation. You can read the
reports of previous meetings at www.iapche.org; choose
the Education Consult link on the side bar.

Input Welcome
Following up on the resolutions emerging at the conclusion
of last year’s meeting, this year’s meeting will address the
future of these Consultations. What objectives should we
pursue? How can we implement the networking strategies
that have been discussed in previous meetings? We welcome
your ideas and suggestions.

SIXTH ANNUALSIXTH ANNUAL
EDUCATION CONSULTATIONEDUCATION CONSULTATION

Saturday, April 8, 2006
Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Invitation 
Our 2006 Consultation is open to all agencies involved with
Christian schooling and/or Christian higher education. If
you wish to participate, or if you know of someone who
should be included in this consultation, please notify us by
sending name and contact address to iapche@dordt.edu.
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Participation of ABPEC* in Brazil
Conference
*Brazilian Association of Christian Researchers and
Professors
VISOSA,BRAZIL—The University Biblical Alliance ofBrazil,a
movement linked to the International Federation of University
Students, is organizing “Mission 2006”from January 3 – 8 here.
It will be a student missionary congress with an expected atten-
dance of1,100 persons;the theme is “A Living Hope in Jesus,”
based on the first letter ofPedro.

A variety ofseminars will discuss missionary practice in Brazil
and around the world. ABPEC, which is associated with
IAPCHE international,will be responsible for the organization
of two seminars, divided into three sessions:

w Christian professors and research specialists at the university
level:Biblical bases for carrying out our work.

w Science and education in Brazil:What are our responsibilities
as Christians? 

w The Church, investigation and education: How can our
Christian professors have an influence?

The seminars will follow the guidelines of“Mission 2006.” On
the first day, the bases ofthe faith and the methodologies for
carrying out the work of Christian professors and research schol-
ars will be discussed.The second day the role of the Christian
educator or research fellow in the development ofscience and
education in Brazil will be considered.Finally, on the third day
the consequences ofthis missionary action for the church and
for the Brazilian academic and scientific areas will be discussed.

Asia/Oceania Regional Council Meeting
At the IAPCHE regional conference in Chennai,India last year,
the Asia/Oceania Regional Council (A/ORC) was formed.This
came in response to the IAPCHE Regional Development
Initiative which recommends the implementation of regional
councils to enhance networking among IAPCHE members in the
region and worldwide. Regional councils will enhance the identity
of IAPCHE and coordinate the efforts of IAPCHE members in
the region.Like IAPCHE board members, council members are
selected by members in the region.

After telephone difficulties interfered with a scheduled meeting
in September, the A/ORC met on October 11,2005 via telecon-
ference. Those present were Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
(Southland College, Australia),Prof. J. Dinakarlal (Scott Christian
College, India),Dr. David Lim (Asian School for Development
and Cross-cultural Studies, the Philippines),and Mrs. Susheila
Williams (Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Sciences).
Council members Dr. Ira Hasan (Kinnaird College for Women,
Pakistan),Dr. Quentin Nantz (Christ College, Taiwan),Dr.
Hisakazu Inagaki (Tokyo Christian University, Japan),and Dr.
Peter Ng (Chung Chi College, Hong Kong) were unable to par-
ticipate. IAPCHE Secretariat members Jack Fennema,Nick
Lantinga,and Anne Maatman also participated in the meeting.

At the meeting, Dinakarlal was elected chairman,Lim secretary,
and Aitchison treasurer. The members agreed to solicit proposals
from institutions in Hong Kong and Taiwan to host the next
regional conference for 2007.

The council decided to publish an electronic newsletter, with the

first issue coming out in January 2006.The editorial committee
consists ofMrinalini David (who will collect news from member
schools),Bridget Aitchison (who will do the layout) and David
Lim (who will edit and mail the newsletter).

The council adopted the “Each One Catch One”slogan for their
membership recruitment.It was resolved that each individual
member or institutional member in Asia/Oceania region is chal-
lenged to enlist one new institutional/individual member in
IAPCHE by November 2006.

The members discussed faculty development programs, and
agreed that the most realistic option is to make one or two
“teacher trainers” available to travel across the region and hold
two- to three-day seminars, with expenses covered by the local
organizers. Lim and Aitchison were assigned to study this further
and to come up with a proposal.The group also decided to form
a committee (composed ofDinakarlal,Aitchison and Lim) to
discuss and make proposals concerning student and cultural
exchange programs.

Finally, the council resolved that it will meet face-to-face at the
next IAPCHE international conference in November 2006 in
Nicaragua.

Since the October meeting, the council has agreed to use the
$1,000 annual regional allotment to support the upcoming con-
ference in Hong Kong in February 2006.(See article on page 4.) 

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS

Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE w ho advise the
Secretariat regarding regional developments.

Africa Region ~ Dr. B. J. van der Walt
Director Emeritus, Institute for Reformational Studies,

Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education,
7 Bezuidenhout Street,

Potchefstroom,South Africa
hannah@intekom.co.za

Asia/Oceania Region ~ Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University
531-2 Mokhyun-Dong, Kwangju City
Kyunggi-Do, 464-030,South Korea

bongsonnl@yahoo.com

Europe Region ~ Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

Universitetskay Emb., 5,R.300
St.Petersburg 199034,Russia

rector@srph.ru

Latin American Region ~ Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
P.O. Box 830,Penney Farms, FL 32079-830,USA

smrooy@aol.com

North American Region ~ 
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt

Professor Emeritus ofPhilosophy and Theology, Dordt College
498 4th Avenue NE,Sioux Center, IA 51250,USA

jsstelt@mtcnet.net
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The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

A Profound Weakness : Christians and Kitsch by Betty
Spackman; Piquant; 2005,448 pages, ISBN 1903689139.
In this ‘image journal’and textbook,the contemporary artist Betty
Spackman takes us on a guided tour ofher collection ofthe images and
objects that represent the Christian faith in popular culture. Having set
out to critique these poor relations of ecclesiastical art, she finds herself
torn between being deeply moved and outraged by their sentimental
appeal.Her gentle deconstructions and playful permutations elicit new
life from them to illustrate her observations, and to surprise and at times
unsettle the reader. A closing questionnaire prompts further reflection.
This is a book that can help us greatly to make sense ofthe pictures that
unwittingly may have shaped our faith or unfaith.It is highly recom-
mended for artists, teachers, preachers, youth leaders, parents and spiritu-
al counselors.

Christian Scholar’s Review has just published its theme
issue on Christian-Muslim dialogue. The issue, dated XXXIV, No. 4
(Summer 2005),includes the following articles and review essays (as well
as 12 book reviews):
Ida Glaser and Gregory M.Anderson- Building Respect, Seeking Truth:

Towards a Model for Muslim- Christian Studies 
Yohanna Katanacho - Christ is the Owner ofHaaretz 
David H. Vila - Arab Christians and Islam: Conflicts and Contributions 
Henry Luttikhuizen- The Place ofthe Sacred: Islamic and Christian Visual

Cultures in Medieval Spain 
Michael Lodahl- Disputing over Abraham Disputing with God: An Exercise in

Intertextual Reasoning 
David W. Landrum - Teaching Islamic Novels in a Christian College 
David Holt - Notes on Acts 10 from the Middle East Studies Program  
Barbara J. Hampton- Speaking the Truth in Love— A Review Essay on

Muslim– Christian Dialogue 
Douglas G. Campbell- Response to Daniel A. Siedell’s “Art and the Practice of

Evangelical Faith—A Review Essay”

Those interested in obtaining a copy of this timely issue should contact
Todd Steen (steen@hope.edu).The cost is $8.00 (US) (or $16.00 for
international shipping).Please note that IAPCHE has a formal
agreement with Christian Scholar’s Review which allows a
substantial discounted subscription rate to IAPCHE members.
While the regular subscription cost is $24US ($36US for Canadian
and foreign subscribers), IAPCHE members can subscribe for
$15US annually ($27 for international subscribers)   

Face to Face with my Life by Orison Ian Boma Mkandawire;
Kachere Text no. 18;2004,106 pages. ISBN 9990876320.
This book discusses how much poorer Malawi’s history would be with-
out Livingstonia and its “products,” who have played memorable parts in
the history of the nation (and ofneighbouring nations, too). Ian Orison
Mkandawire is one ofthese products, being born and brought up in
Livingstonia and embarking from there into a career in the civil service
(education and administration),only to be interrupted by political events
not of his own making. He first wrote the life-history of his father,
Chiswakhata Mkandawire of Livingstonia (Kachere Text no. 11,2002),
and he now looks back at his own life, reflecting on the Livingstonia
background he comes from and on the contributions he has made to life,
be it private or public, professional or political.

Growing in the Life of Faith (Study Guide edition) by Craig
Dykstra; Westminster John Knox Press;2005,224 pages, ISBN
0664227589.
In this new edition ofhis popular book,Craig Dykstra explores the con-
tributions of the traditions, education, worship practices, and disciplines
of the Reformed Christian community in helping people grow in faith.
This new edition includes a study guide written by Dr. Syd Hielema
(Dordt College),a new foreword by Dorothy Bass, and a new preface by
the author. The book is ideal for clergy, Christian educators, and all who
are interested in finding guidance in their quest for a genuine encounter
with God."Here is faith brought to life," writes Robert Coles of
Harvard University, "and the teaching of religion described with know-
ing care-all the possibilities ofsuch work wonderfully rendered.It is a

distinct pleasure to read a book so clearly written-its pages stir the mind
and touch the heart." Craig Dykstra is Vice President for Religion at Lilly
Endowment,Inc.

The Historical Development of the Offices according to
the Presbyterian Tradition of Scotland by Jurgens
Johannes van Wyk; Kachere Series;2004,181 pages. ISBN
9990876142.
Every human organization needs a leadership structure, churches being
no exception.The Reformed and Presbyterian churches, now quite
prominent in South and Central Africa,all originate from Switzerland,
but came to Africa via the Netherlands or Scotland.Therefore they pro-
vide useful food for thought on the sometimes burning issues ofhow
African churches can organize their leadership.

Putting Students First : How Colleges Develop
Students Purposefully by Larry A. Braskamp, Lois Calian
Trautvetter, and Kelly Ward; Anker Publishing Co.; 2006,266
pages, ISBN: 1882982940
Society is calling for higher education to take more responsibility for
helping students find purpose and meaning in life. In this book,the
authors argue that colleges should purposefully invest in students in ways
that will foster their holistic development by recognizing and building on
students’purpose in life, intellectually, spiritually, and morally. By using
the “4C framework”—culture, curriculum,cocurriculum,and communi-
ty—faculty, student affairs staff, and academic administrators will be able
to discuss, plan,and create a college environment that effectively sup-
ports the learning and development ofstudents. The book contains a set
of themes and calls for consideration and action based on the findings of
site visits at 10 colleges and a set ofquestions to help readers think
about and plan how to develop students holistically on their own cam-
puses. Larry A. Braskamp is professor emeritus ofeducation at Loyola
University Chicago, where he served as senior vice president for academ-
ic affairs. Lois Calian Trautvetter is associate director of the Higher
Education Administration and Policy Program and lecturer in the School
of Education and Social Policy at Northwestern University. Kelly Ward is
associate professor ofeducational leadership and counseling psychology
at Washington State University.

Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural
Captivity (Study Guide Edition) by Nancy Pearcey;
Crossway Books:Wheaton, IL; 2005,511 pages, ISBN: 1581347464.
Does God belong in the public arena,or is religion solely a private mat-
ter? Nancy Pearcey makes a passionate case that Christianity is not just
religious truth,but truth about all reality. It is total truth.This new study
guide edition is a great resource for Sunday School classes and study
groups. It goes far beyond the typical guide by offering 30 pages ofsig-
nificant new content—fresh stories, examples, and illustrations to bring
the book’s themes to life. Each chapter also suggests on-going activities
to guide readers in detecting worldview themes in their work and daily
experience. Nancy Pearcey has “road-tested”the material with students
in the World Journalism Institute’s journalism courses and their feedback
has been highly enthusiastic. Many say it greatly enhanced their reading
of the book.Total Truthwon the Award of Merit in the Christianity &
Culture category in the Christianity Today Book Awards for 2005,and
the ECPA Gold Medallion Award for best book ofthe year in the
Christianity & Society category.

With or Against the World? : America's Role among
the Nations (Paperback) by Dr. James Skillen;Rowman &
Littlef ield; 2005,208 pages, ISBN 0742535223.
This is a collection ofessays that starts with the premise that the United
States inhabits a world it understands far too little and is insufficiently
prepared to lead.The author argues that world religions and cultural pat-
terns are forces onto themselves and do not and will not change or adapt
at American bidding. In short, this post-cold war era calls for a self-criti-
cal reexamination of nationalism,state sovereignty, and the demands of
international justice. James Skillen is President ofthe Center for Public
Justice.
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New Affiliate Member
Kuyers Institute for
Christian Teaching and
Learning, Dr. David Smith,
Director, Grand Rapids, MI,
USA

New Institutional Member
ILMES , Corregidora,
Queretaro, Mexico
Dr. Darrel W. Hilbrands,
Rector

New Individual Members
Dr. Adel S. Abadeer,
Associate Professor of
Economics, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Dr. Musa A. B. Gaiya,
Associate Professor of
Church History, University Of
Jos, Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria

Dr. Douglas L. Koopman,
Director and Professor of
Political Science, Hope
College, Holland,MI, USA

Dr. Arie Leegwater,
Professor ofChemistry,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
MI, USA

Dr. Marti MacCullough,
Dean,Philadelphia Biblical
University, Doylestown,PA,
USA

Dr. Stephen V. Monsma,
Research Fellow, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Dr. Don Racheter, President,
Public Interest Institute, Mt.
Pleasant,IA, USA

N E W  M E M B E R S

The on-line directory at www.iapche.org lists more information about all members. 
Apply for membership on-line (Click on Enroll Now) or contact the Director ofOperations.

IAPCHE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606,USA,Fax: 712-722-6376
Dr. Nick Lantinga,Executive Director nick@dordt.edu 712-722-6343
Mrs. Anne Maatman,Director ofOperations iapche@dordt.edu 712-722-6346

Dates: November 14-19,2006 
Venue: Convent of San Francisco, Granada,Nicaragua 
Host: Polytechnic University (UPOLI)

In Colossians 2 we learn of the connection between being united in love
and understanding that in Christ are hidden all the treasures ofwisdom
and knowledge. This conference provides a forum in which Christians
from many cultural contexts discuss the various ways in which our faith
directs curriculum,pedagogy, and administration in higher education.
Although we understand our faith within various social contexts, this con-
ference seeks to better understand our unity by examining the service of
Christian higher education to areas outside the academy.

In order to better understand the various strategies ofChristian higher
education, we solicit presentations from each region (Africa,
Asia/Oceania,Europe, Latin America,and North America) in the follow-
ing three tracks:

1.How does Christian higher education bridge gaps between 
competing cultures/worldviews?Although there are major differ-
ences between cultures, conflict is not the only way in which people
interact across cultures. Further, we recognize that conflict often occurs
among members of the same culture, often our own! In this track we
ask what kinds ofcurricular, pedagogical,and administrative considera-
tions assist us in addressing conflicts that arise between Christians and
non-Christians as well as among Christians. We will consider such ques-
tions as:How do we teach as a part of a minority or majority commu-
nity? How do we evaluate competing worldviews? 

2. What can Christian higher education do to promote educational
well-being? Education remains a crucial obstacle to service for many
Christians around the world. Many primary and secondary Christian
schools—government and independent—seek to address this need.
What assists and constrains effective education in the developing
world? In what ways can the curriculum,pedagogy and administration
of Christian higher education assist Christians involved in this expan-
sion of day school education?  

3. How does Christian higher education connect kingdom citizen-
ship to specific regional issues and crises?In this track we ask how
Christian higher education prepares students to respond to various
crises ofour times. How should Christians address such issues as the
HIV/AIDS crisis, respond to political repression,redress economic
disparity, or address biotechnological developments? The goal of the
conference is not to determine the right course ofaction in responding
to such questions. Instead we seek to better understand ways in which
the curriculum,pedagogy, and administration of Christian higher edu-
cation prepare citizens ofGod’s kingdom,regardless oftheir area of
service.

Beyond the analysis ofChristian higher education as practiced in various
contexts, the proposals generated by this conference will help set
IAPCHE’s agenda for the next several years.

Conference papers and abstractsmay be in submitted in Spanish or
English.The conference will be conducted in Spanish and English via
simultaneous translation and dual language texts.. We encourage collabo-
ration between scholars and between regions where possible. Funds will
be available for partial travel subsidy.

Please send the proposed topic and abstract (200-300 words) to Dr. Nick
Lantinga on or before June 15,2006 for consideration.

International Program Committee Members:
Dr. Peter Blokhuis, Ede Christian University, the Netherlands

pblokhuis@che.nl
Prof. J. Dinakarlal, Scott Christian College, India 

dinakarlal@sancharnet.in 
Dr. Harry Fernhout, Kings University College, Canada 

harry.fernhout@kingsu.ca 
Dr. Nic k Lantinga, Executive Director  IAPCHE,iapche@dordt.edu 

Pr. Isaac Mutua, Centre for the Promotion of Christian Higher
Education in Africa,Kenya,cpcm@amani.org.au

Dr. Sid Rooy, Advisor for the Latin American region,Florida
smrooy@aol.com 

Dr. Jerjes Ruiz, UPOLI, Nicaragua,petoruiz85@hotmail.comor
idehu30@hotmail.com 

CALL FOR PCALL FOR PAPERS APERS 
CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL IAPCHE 2006CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL IAPCHE 2006

Christian Higher Education in Global Context: Christian Higher Education in Global Context: 
Implications for Curriculum, Pedagogy & AdministrationImplications for Curriculum, Pedagogy & Administration


