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Question: Throw together twelve dozen academics
with deeply held religious convictions from wildly
dif fering cultures, and what do you get?

Answer: By the grace of God, not the chaos you’d
expect, but instead a miraculous sense ofunity and
shared purpose.

GRANADA, NICARAGUA—IAPCHE’s seventh inter-
national conference, Congreso Internacional 2006
(CI06), held November 14 - 19,2006 gathered 145 dele-
gates from 34 countries to discuss how their shared
Christian worldview directs and shapes their work across
the disciplines. For five days, delegates listened and dis-
cussed,worshipped and prayed and ate and laughed
together. According to Rev.Dr. José Alcántara (Mexico),
an “extraordinary spirit of trust prevailed,even during
disagreement and debate.”

Reflecting the dramatic expansion ofChristian higher
education worldwide, participants came from 78 academ-
ic institutions in the following countries:Bolivia,Brazil,
Canada,Chile, Colombia,Costa Rica,Cuba,Ecuador, El

Salvador, England,Philippines, Guatemala,Guyana,
Haiti,Honduras, Hong Kong, Hungary, India,Japan,
Kenya,Korea,Mexico, Nepal,the Netherlands,
Nicaragua,Nigeria,Paraguay, Peru, Romania,Russia,
South Africa,Taiwan,Thailand,and the United States.
Generous contributions totaling $55,000 from 58 individ-
ual and institutional IAPCHE supporters helped cover
the costs ofattendance for many of those from less
financially stable institutions.

Conferees met at the Convent of San Francisco, whose
rich religious history testifies to the connectedness ofall
the parts of the body of Christ.The hosting institution,
UPOLI-Polytechnic University (Managua),did a superb
job of arranging the lodging, meals, entertainment,trans-
lation facilities, and transportation. Ms. Denise Espinoza,
Director ofProtocol at UPOLI, assembled a group of
UPOLI students who served as conference stewards. In
the words of one conferee, “They took wonderful care of
us and did not neglect any individual needs. Amazing!”

Visa difficulties were encountered by most delegates for
whom a visa was required.Thanks to the diligent work of
the International Relations Office at UPOLI, many dele-
gates were successful in spite ofthe fact that Nicaragua
does not have consular embassies in these countries.
UPOLI negotiated a special arrangement by which these
delegates were given visas when they arrived at the
Managua airport. Unfortunately the authority for the
issuance ofthese visas came only a few days prior to the
conference, in many cases, which caused concern and
even cancellations by some delegates.

CI06 was IAPCHE’s first bilingual confer-
ence. Simultaneous translation was provided
for the keynotes and track presentations, as
well as for the international strategy session.
Paper texts of the keynotes and track papers
were provided in both English and Spanish
to all delegates.

Ing. Emerson Peréz,UPOLI Rector, warmly
welcomed the delegates at the opening ses-
sion.Dr. Nick Lantinga,IAPCHE Executive
Director, noted that C.S. Lewis and Abraham
Kuyper both emphasized the lordship of
Christ over every facet ofthis rich creation,
and that IAPCHE’s vision has been to pro-
mote Christ’s lordship over higher education
across the globe. Prof. Nelly Garcia (Costa
Rica) gave the opening plenary address, enti-
tled “Christian higher education in a global

context,” urging the Latin American delegates, as well as
the international delegates, “to keep in mind that our
vocation as educators is founded in the truth and knowl-
edge of our discipline, historical reality, and the diligence
and enthusiasm with which we serve. We remember that
it is based on humility in how we relate to one another in
our collegiate environment,in the strength ofJesus’love,
and in the grace that he gives us.”

7th International Conference Hosted by UPOLI

continued on page 6

CI06 delegates gather in plenary session in Granada,Nicaragua.



At the end ofCI06,I repeated the
question that God asked Elijah,as
recorded in I Kings:“What are you
doing here?”Those who traveled
to Nicaragua,as well as those who
did not,could ask this question in
three different ways.

First,we could ask,“What are you
doing here?”Our membership now
includes Christians from a great
variety ofreligious communities.
We are no longer comprised only

of Reformed or Presbyterian professors, but include a wide range
of Christians including Anglicans, Evangelicals, Lutherans,
Pentecostals, and Roman Catholics. I suspect that sometimes our
members wondered:“What are youdoing here?”I also sensed a
pleasant surprise when delegates found themselves involved in
helpful conversations with Christians from many different denomi-
nations.

Regardless ofour denominational lineage, by focusing on our acad-
emic project,we have avoided divisive theological controversies. We
bring together all whom God has called into service in Christian
higher education in order to explore the ways in which our com-
mon faith directs our work. Certainly we do not attempt to “explain
away” all theological differences. However, specific doctrinal dis-
putes enter our frame ofreference only to the extent that they illu-
minate a question that arises from our research or teaching.

Such a framing ofthe academic task places significant emphasis on
clearly understanding our task.Hence a second form of the ques-
tion: “What are you doing here?”Shouldn’t Christian higher educa-
tion abandon the theoretical and philosophical considerations of
presuppositions, ground motives and other first things, and directly
minister to the basic needs ofthe poor? This question arose in our
opening meditations and in many conference presentations.

The setting ofthe conference in the Convent San Francisco sug-
gested to my mind a partial response to this phrasing ofthe ques-
tion. Bartolomeo de las Casas, the Priest who petitioned the Pope
for the rights ofnative Indians, preached there. Perhaps it was not
so surprising to see the heirs of John Calvin (1509-1564) working
side by side with the heirs of las Casas (1484-1566).Both of these
servants ofGod sought to conserve the truths of scripture and
therefore liberate God’s people from bondage for service to their
Lord and Savior throughout the world.

It seems that the difference between these two men,and many who
follow in their wake,is more of emphasis than fundamental direc-
tion. Where Calvin sparked a tradition ofscholarship that serves
the world, las Casas has inspired a tradition ofpractical ministry
that has implications for scholarship. The interactions at CI06 sug-
gested a fruitful dialogue between those preferring one ofthese
two emphases.

We certainly did not resolve all tensions between these different
emphases any more than we resolved the tension between practice
and theory.However, many of the conversations suggest that the
old theory/practice debate, like the old faith/reason debate, is being
marginalized by the more direct question:what does it mean to

serve God? Such a redirection seemed evident in the exchange
between Sergio Saavedra and Henk Jochemsen which we feature as
this month’s academic insert.

The opening question can be asked in a third way, for we met in
Nicaragua,one of the poorest countries in a hemisphere of great
wealth.Despite the electoral victory of Daniel Ortega in national
elections the week before, which grabbed headlines around the
world, Nicaragua no longer commands global attention.Some
might ask:“What are you doing here” at the edge of the world? 

For many I believe it was important to see the great work being
accomplished in Nicaragua.A survey report of Christian higher
education in Latin America that I have recently reviewed pointed
out the dearth of explicitly Christian institutions in such compara-
tively wealthy countries as Chile and Argentina.But in the much
more economically challenged Nicaragua,multiple Christian institu-
tions participated in our conference. As God repeatedly reminded
Israel,the key is not success as the world defines it,but rather faith-
fulness to His call.

Isaiah was no more successful than Jonah in fleeing from God’s
call.God pursued both ofthem,into the desert and down to the
depths. Remember, God tells us still,“I am in control here.” Elijah
needed to remember who ignited the water-soaked offering. So too
we all need to remember the call ofour God to his people in every
context. Even more, we must respond with all that we are, wherev-
er we are, for there God is—in every square inch and in every split
second.
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What Are You Doing Here?

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary

E D I T O R I A L

The Faith and Learning Network:
a Vir tual Library 

TORONTO, CANADA—The Faith and Learning
Network is a project that brings together the knowledge of
scholars who are exploring a Christian worldview in their aca-
demic work.Spearheaded by the Institute for Christian
Studies, it is supported through IAPCHE,the Priscilla and
Stanford Reid Trust,and other donors.
The FLN project includes a bibliographic database and special
library collection that puts important Christian resources
together in one physical and virtual location. The Bibliography
incorporates:

- materials produced by scholars whose academic work is
rooted in their Christian faith.
- materials that explicitly address the role of faith in learn-
ing, and 
- materials that, while not addressing this matter directly,
embody an effort to engage in scholarly work as a
Christian.

Christian scholars are welcome to contribute further citations
to the bibliography (go to
http://www.icscanada.edu/library/f ln.shtml#addto) or to
request inter-library loans from the bibliography (contact
Isabella Guthrie-McNaughton at librarian@icscanada.edu).

Since going online in November 2003,the FLN bibliography
now comprises 4,174 bibliographic citations—1,582 book
titles, 1,125 book chapters,1,122 journal articles, 214 book
reviews, 87 theses and 44 dissertations. Many books and arti-
cles listed in the database are available to North American
scholars via inter-library loan or document delivery.Document
delivery is also available internationally,with accommodations
made for the special circumstances ofresearchers in develop-
ing countries.



1 Contact, September 2006,Vol. 18,No. 1 “IAPCHE History IV,” p.3
2 “IAPCHE: Past and Future Challenges” in Rainbow in a Fallen World: Unity

and Diversity ofChristian Higher Education Today; Dordt College Press,
Sioux Center, Iowa,1990,p.10

2 Rainbow, p. 18

3 Rainbow, p. 259
4 Rainbow, p. 260
5 Rainbow, p. 14
6 Rainbow, p. 254
7 Rainbow, p. 259
8 Rainbow, p. 260
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H I S T O RY

IAPCHE History V
In our last article on the history of
IAPCHE, I concluded by noting
that at the 1987 international con-
ference in Lusaka,Zambia,
IAPCHE was reorganized as an
association of individual Christian
scholars and educators supported
by institutions ofChristian higher
education.1 In another context,
we’ve observed that both the
theme and spirit ofthe Lusaka
conference provided an excellent
context for making these important

adjustments in our organization. Therefore,in this article I will
comment further on the 1987 gathering of86 participants from
more than 20 countries.

The conference keynote address was delivered by Dr. John
Vanderstelt,executive secretary at the time, who touched on “some
of the fundamental issues we must face in Christian higher educa-
tion.” 2 As it turned out,those were the very issues dealt with by
the conference.

Reviewing Vanderstelt’s keynote, we note that the following “funda-
mental issues”stood out:

1.Wherever there is Christian higher education, we must be aware
that there will be radical opposition to non-theological as well as
theological disciplines. We all live and work in a fallen world.
Personally and institutionally we confront spiritual darkness. As
we go about our Christian academic work, we must not allow
ourselves to be sidetracked by issues ofsecondary importance—
though pressing and practical—but must always be sensitive to
that which defies kingdom-directed life and learning.

2.There is always the temptation to focus on our own cultural situ-
ation to the neglect and even criticism ofother cultural traditions.
To the extent that we give in to this temptation, we will fail to
understand the challenges which individuals and institutions face
in other cultures — in fact,we will fail to function as a truly
international association. To be a truly international association
we must speak from a knowledge of our own particular region
and,at the same time, listen to those from other regions, so that
together we may promote Christian higher education throughout
the world.

3.We must abandon the notion that higher education that is
Christian is the prerogative of theology and theological schools,
and that other disciplines having to do with science, research, pol-
itics, economics, sociology,etc., are neutral or secular. Such a
dualistic perspective violates the very essence ofauthentic, inte-
gral Christian higher education in which all disciplines are to be
directed by a biblical,kingdom ofGod perspective.

4.There must be a close correlation between Christian higher edu-

cation and the reality ofthe cultures and societies in which we
find ourselves. Regardless ofwhere we are in the world, the Word
of God requires that we have a distinctive understanding ofthat
world, in order that we may provide future leaders with “service-
able insight”3 into their callings and daily tasks in every sphere of
life. To do less is to make our curricula nothing more than a col-
lection ofabstractions.

As we note these four fundamental issues, we sense that they are
not relevant only to the 1987 conference. They must and do con-
cern us to this very day.

The 1987 conference proceedings, not only the conference papers
but also the conclusions, resolutions, and revised constitution,indi-
cate that the gathering in Lusaka,Zambia dealt very directly with
these issues.

1.Recognizing the reality ofuniversal,radical opposition to king-
dom-directed higher education, the conference took great pains
to restate the Basis and Purpose ofits Constitution,which
includes this basis statement:

The interpretation and understanding ofthe truth is radically
distorted by sin.For that reason,true knowledge is possible
only because ofGod’s grace which has triumphed in Jesus
Christ.At the same time it should also be recognized that
God’s grace is the source of truthful insights that arise out-
side ofChristian scholarly endeavor. 4

And, in the Purpose section,it declares that one of the purposes
of the Association is “to promote biblically-grounded,critical
analysis ofdistortions of the truth in the contemporary world.” 5

2.Resisting the temptation to “focus on our own cultural situa-
tion,” the entire 1987 conference was organized to “reflect on
how in five distinct cultural-historical situations and in different
regions ofthe world, we as citizens ofGod’s .. . kingdom must
work out,in fear and trembling, also in higher education, the
meaning ofour salvation in Christ.” 6

One of the results ofthis reflection was a policy statement
regarding future activities ofthe Association declaring that “no
major international conference will be held without adequate
preparation in the form of a number ofrestricted regional or
continental conferences, which have to be seen and formulated as
separate projects ofthe Association.” 7

3.The Association’s rejection ofa dualistic perspective was clearly
stated in the constitution’s Basis:

Academic work is recognized as an expression oflife commit-
ment to God the Creator, through Jesus Christ,in the power
of the Spirit.Science and scholarship cannot have a neutral,
uncommitted character but should be pursued from a biblical
perspective .. . .8

God reveals in Scripture the true meaning ofcreation, sin,
redemption,service. The Scriptures of the Old and New

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus

continued on page 4



Testaments are consequently authoritative for education and
scholarship. 9

4.To avoid cut-off-from-reality, academic abstraction,the confer-
ence declared that “priority must be given to that way of imple-
mentation of the goals and principles ofthe new organization
which stresses the serviceability of the new organization . . . .” 10

Following this statement,a number ofprojects were listed as
ways to begin the process.

It is important to note that the first policy statement in the
Conclusions and Resolutions declares that “the proposals made will
and can only become effective if and when a sound financial base
is available in the form of direct or indirect support of at least
some major institutions ofChristian higher education.” 11

As it turned out,the 1987 conference in Lusaka,Zambia was to be
IAPCHE’s last international conference in the 20th century—

meaning, among other things, that its conclusions and resolutions
would need to guide the Association to the beginning ofthe 21st
century.Meanwhile, those who participated in the conference and
the Association as a whole were encouraged and stimulated by the
moving presentation by Zambia’s President,Dr. Kenneth D.
Kaunda,who stated,

. . . you are truly an international gathering ofleaders in
Christian education. As I greet you .. . I realize that indeed
you do represent the rainbow, the diversity, the richness, and
yet always the unity in faith and love of Christian educators
from every nation.12

This was a clear statement ofwhat IAPCHE was intended and
continually hopes to be.

9 Rainbow, p. 254
10 Rainbow, p. 254
11 Rainbow, p. 254
12 Rainbow, p. 26

Charge from the New IAPCHE Chair 
Rev.Dr. José Ramón Alcántara Mejía is the new Chair ofthe Board
of IAPCHE.He is the first Board Chair to come from outside
North America;we celebrate this fact,as it reflects the rising mem-
bership from around the world. Dr. George Monsma (Calvin
College,USA) served as chair for the past six years and said,“It has
been a privilege to serve IAPCHE as board chair during a time of
transition and growth. I pray that God will continue to bless the
staff, board, and new officers as they continue the important work
of serving institutions ofChristian higher education and individual
Christian educators and administrators in advancing
the Kingdom.”

Alcántara received his Masters of Theology from
Regent College (Vancouver B.C., Canada).He studied
literature and psychology at the University of
Washington in Seattle, Washington;and has a Ph.D.
from the University of British Columbia in Canada.
Since 1972 he has been a member ofthe Lutheran
church and has collaborated in various student min-
istries. In Vancouver he worked with Christian groups
in serving the Spanish-speaking immigrant community,
preaching, teaching, and giving pastoral care.In
Mexico he is a founding member ofvarious theologi-
cal and social services educational associations, includ-
ing Centro de Estudios Superiores de Integración
Cristiana,Asociación Mexicana de Transformación Rural y Urbana,
Misión Mazahua,ECLOF México, el Comité Luterano de Ayuda.

He has taught at various seminaries in Mexico and has collaborated
with educational activities of international associations such as la
Fraternidad Teológica Latinoamericana,IAPCHE,Partners in
Hope, The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago,and in partic-
ular with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.

Since his return to Mexico in 1983,he has served as a professor at
the UniversidadIberoamericano and as assistant pastor at the
Iglesia Luterana del Buen Pastor.

In his first charge to the Board (and to IAPCHE’s membership),
Alcántara said:After the Nicaragua Conference we have come with the man-
date to promote CHE around the world and to work on a strategy to imple-

ment the suggestions we have received. But I believe the content ofsuch man-
date must include another challenge: to develop a strategy to help to define for
CHE institutions why we need CHE in the first place. In other words, given
the increasing role ofthe global economy in the market ofhigher education,
why should CHE increase her presence in light ofsuch overwhelming competi-
tion?

Perhaps ifwe see the role ofCHE in light ofthe first two verses ofPsalm 1,
we can begin to define the role ofCHE and our role as the IAPCHE Board.
We could say that the role ofCHE is 1) to help in the formation ofpeople

who do not walk in the counsel ofthe wicked; 2) to accom-
pany people so that they may not be tempted to stay in the
way ofthe sinners; 3) to support their challenge to the ones
who mock the Law ofthe Lord; and 4) to make a space
where they can grow spiritually, that is, meditating constantly
on what the word ofGod means for their personal life and
their professions.

As we proceed into the 21st century we are witnessing a
growing number ofpeople who are seducing young students
to follow the path ofself-satisfaction, and transforming edu-
cation just into the seductive mean to achieve such illusive
goal. Never mind that this implies the economical, intellectu-
al and spiritual exploitation ofothers, especially the most
vulnerable. In fact, the wicked are perfectly aware that they
need to seduce others into their own ways in order to succeed

in achieving their own self-satisfaction. This is precisely what make them
wicked. They are investing heavily in transforming higher education into a mar-
ketplace ofopportunities for “self-advancement”in the economic, intellectual,
and social sense…and they do not let ethical questions get in the way oftheir
personal interests. When they are challenged by a colleague who asks the ethical
questions, they mock him or her as “moralist”, or even a fundamentalist…

IAPCHE can be not only a promoter ofan alternative form ofhigher educa-
tion, but also a space where CHE can define its mission in the 21st century,
and where Christian scholars can find the company and support to uphold
God’s Word and presence in the academic world, and the world in general.

Thus, let us pray that God will give us the wisdom to take what we have
received as scholars and as members ofIAPCHE, to serve the people who are
struggling to make CHE a real alternative to the secularization ofhigher edu-
cation.

B O A R D  N E W S
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Alcántara addresses CI06 delegates
in closing worship service.
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Newly Elected Board Members
Dr. Alexandre Brasil-Fonseca has been re-elected to serve another
three-year term on the IAPCHEboard. Three new members have
been elected to serve a three-year term to replace retiring board
members Dr. George Lotter (South Africa),Dr. Peter Blokhuis
(The Netherlands),and Dr. George Monsma (USA).New members
are introduced below:

African Region ~ Pastor Isaac Mutua is a clergyman
with the Africa Inland Church in Kenya and a lecturer at Bishop
Birech and Baringo Bible Colleges affiliated with that church. He is
a founding member and executive director of the Centre for the
Promotion of Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA),
which is the regional expression ofIAPCHE.

Mutua received his undergraduate training from Scott Theological
College in Kenya,and is an M.A.Phil candidate at Potchefstroom
University in South Africa.

He helped to start the Community Penetration Christian Ministry
(CPCM),whose main objective is to bridge the gap between the
academic and non academic communities in the field of theology
and other academic disciplines. He now serves as director of
CPCM.

Mutua has a special interest in the study of the Issues ofAfrican
Realities both in and outside ofthe academic community. More
specifically,he has a special concern for the upgrading ofrural
communities, because the realities ofAfrican life are most clearly
brought into focus in those communities. One of his primary goals

is to build bridges between the acade-
mic and the non-academic communi-
ties in Africa.

European Region ~ 
Dr. Henk Jochemsen 
studied molecular biology at the
Agricultural University in
Wageningen.He did his PhD on
pre-clinical cancer research at the
State University in Leiden (1979).
From 1980-1986 he and his family
pioneered student work in Paraguay
with the International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students. In addition to
the student work, Jochemsen held
the chair in molecular biology at the
National University in Asunción for
five years,and taught Christian ethics
at a Bible college in Asunción for
two years.

After his return to the Netherlands
(1986) he became involved with the
Prof. Dr. G.A. Lindeboom Institute,
a private centre for medical ethics
that had just been opened,and since
1987 he has served as its director. In
this capacity he has written and
(co)edited articles and books, mainly
in Dutch, but also in English,
German,French and Spanish;he has
participated in national debates on
predictive genetics and cloning and
has been consulted on medical ethi-
cal matters both nationally and inter-
nationally.

From 1996 to 2006 he was involved
with another private ethical insti-
tute, the Institute for Culture
Ethics, at Amersfoort, that has
been studying sustainable develop-
ment,sustainable agriculture and
business ethics. Since January 1,
1998 he has held the Lindeboom
Chair for Medical Ethics at the 

Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO Box 44400
Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csibacas@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
Prof. Dr. G. A. Lindeboom
Institute, Postbus 224,
6710 BE Ede  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 318-696333
Fax:(31) 318-696334
lindinst@che.nl
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 5412 6839
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
jose.r.alcantara@uia.mx
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Pastor Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O. Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org

(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:(61) 400 810 466
Office:(61) 2 9889 1633
Fax:(61) 2 9889 1644
principal@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
College, Jerusalem St.,3,Moscow
109316 Russia
Home:(7)-095-551-3462
Office:(7)-095-270-2200
Fax:(7)-095-274-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru
(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br

(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College,3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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At the welcome banquet,Dr. John Hulst,IAPCHE Executive
Secretary Emeritus, described some highlights ofIAPCHE’s histo-
ry,and delegates were treated to a cultural presentation of dance
and music by students from UPOLI.Delegates who were partici-
pating in their first IAPCHE conference commented that Hulst’s
address gave them a better understanding ofIAPCHE.

Daily worship times were led by Rev.Dr. Jerjes Ruiz (Nicaragua),
Prof. Blanca Cortés (Nicaragua),Dr. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
(Brazil),Prof. Marcelino Bassett (Nicaragua) and Prof. Alicia
Winters (Colombia).At a closing worship service at UPOLI’s
Managua chapel,Alcántara,newly elected chair of IAPCHE’s
board, celebrated the fact that “although our delegates come from
institutions supported by a wide variety ofdenominations, we all
hold one faith.We are united in our task.”

The conference progressed from the opening keynote to major
addresses in three tracks. The themes that arose from the track dis-
cussions were developed within regional discussions. There dele-
gates proposed ways to further develop the ideas in their own con-
text. Finally the delegates came together to propose ways to
advance IAPCHE worldwide.

During breaks
from the pro-
gram,dele-
gates could
attend sessions
in the
Research
Expo, which
invited partici-
pants to share
research that
they are work-
ing on by
means ofa
poster and a
very brief pre-
sentation.
Fifty-six conferees took part in presenting their work. According to
one participant,the Research Expo was a “very good,valuable, and
democratic aspect ofthe conference.”

Eerdmans Publishing Company (USA) generously donated more
than 100 books to be distributed to the delegates gratis. Book top-
ics ranged from ethics in various professions to theology to higher
education. Delegates were enthusiastic to receive a book to take
back to their home institution,in many cases, in the two-thirds
world.

TRACK 1 : 
How does Christian higher education bridge gaps
between competing cultures/worldviews?
Prof. Bennie van der Walt (South Africa) provided the context for
this discussion in a plenary session,by discussing why we experi-
ence such great diversity of cultures, and giving a framework of
norms for evaluating cultures. Dr. Youngsup Kim (South Korea)
responded from the Asian context
The first session,led by Dr. Clinton Stockwell (USA),explored the

biblical vision ofshalom (a world in which all creatures flourish as
God intended) and torah (a framework for faithful living),in con-
trast to the spirit and worldview of fundamentalism which is char-
acterized by fear and creates barriers.Dr. Cristian Buchiu (Romania)
distinguished benign from aggressively political forms of funda-
mentalism and Dr. Daniel Shishima (Nigeria) highlighted the
growth of fundamentalism within the Nigerian context. (Shishima
was unable to attend due to visa difficulties.)

Dr. Moshe Rajuili (South Africa) discussed the theme ofapprecia-
tion for “local” expressions ofworldview in Christian higher educa-
tion, using the example ofthe Southern Africa Development
Community. Such education requires an attitude of openness with
regard to culture,curriculum,methodology and administration. In
their responses, Dr. Adrian Helleman (Nigeria) and Dr. Peter Tze-
Ming Ng (Hong Kong) agreed with most ofRajuili’s discussion
regarding the enduring importance ofworldview, the need for
greater sensitivity to local context, expanding opportunities for
women,and the importance ofpraxis-oriented pedagogy.Helleman
also cautioned against conflating conversion and education.

In the third Track 1 session,Dr. José Alcántara (Mexico) called on
all of us to be critically aware of the global Westernization of our
intellectual tradition,and the role Western Christianity has played in
that tradition.He discussed the arrogance ofthe assumption that
the Western tradition provides the model for all higher education;
such a stance devalues and silences the voices ofothers.He called
on Christians to exercise critical reflection,inspired by the biblical
image of the body in which all have something to contribute. Dr.
Douglas Campbell (USA) agreed with Alcántara and pushed the
track to consider the trinity as a model for collaboration free of
dominance.

Finally,Prof. Ruard Ganzevoort (the Netherlands) addressed the
challenge of teaching in a religiously pluralistic context, and sug-
gested that in this context the task ofthe educator is to foster dia-
logue between learners such that each participant is challenged to
deepen his or her grasp ofand involvement in his or her own reli-
gious tradition.Dr. Musa Gaiya (Nigeria) highlighted the need for
dialogical education in Nigeria’s seminaries in order to help curb the
growing Christian-Muslim conflict. Prof. Lieske Hulscher (the
Netherlands) emphasized the need for greater student awareness of
their own worldview as a precondition for professional service in a
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CI06: “Christian Higher Education in Global Context” 
continued from page 1

The CI06 conference venue was the Convent of San Francisco where
Bartolomeo de las Casas advocated for the rights of native Indians in 1536.
Delegates enjoyed the short walk from their lodging at the Hotel Alhambra

and Hotel Colonial.

RESEARCH EXPO: Prof. T. Stephen (India) discusses his
research with Dr. Musa Gaiya (Nigeria) and Rev.Musa

Mambula (Nigeria).
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plural context.

In summary, Track 1 presentations highlighted the
need for Christian higher education to develop a
greater appreciation for the diversity within the
global body of Christ,and to adopt a dialogical
stance characterized by awareness, respect,a spirit
of openness, and willingness to seek reconcilia-
tion wherever alienation and division has
occurred.

TRACK 2: 
What can Christian higher education
do to promote educational well-
being?
Dr. Faith Nguru (Kenya) led a plenary session
giving a comprehensive summary of the potential
impact ofChristian higher education in Africa.
She elaborated on her basic premise that Christian
higher education is called to transform African society, not to be
separate from it.The response ofDr. Susan Hasseler (USA)
focused on the need to understand the history of both Christianity
and higher education in one’s own context in order to proactively
overcome many of the obstacles to Christian higher education.

Prof. H.A.C. “Jet” Weigand Timmer (the Netherlands),Rev.Daniel
Aragon (Nicaragua) and Mr. Lynn Huenemann (USA) led the first
session,a discussion on the impact offundamentalism,relativism,
and consumerism on Christian schooling in three contexts:the
Netherlands, Nicaragua,and Native American communities in the
southwest U.S. They discussed ways in which Christ-centered edu-

cation might provide an alternative to these philosophies.
In the second session,delegates considered Dr. Lizette Knight’s
(Philippines) claim that contrasting philosophies ofteaching and
learning between Asia and Australia /Europe/North America have

led to contrasting peda-
gogical practices in pri-
mary and secondary
schools. The responses
from Prof. Margaret
Edgell (USA) and Mr.
Stephen Thangaraj
(India) stimulated a
conversation focused
on how different cul-
tural approaches and
worldviews can be
blended into effective
pedagogical models
that reflect Biblical
principles and that still
work in specific cultural
contexts. (Knight was
unable to be present

due to last-minute visa difficulties.)

Dr. Darrel Hilbrands (Mexico),in the third session,provided a pas-
sionate and challenging vision for providing Christian schooling to
marginalized students. Mrs.Susheila Williams (India) and Prof. Julio
Zuniga (Nicaragua) related the Mexican context to their own,pro-
viding opportunities to compare strategies for advancing Christian
higher education in secular societies. Specific contextual challenges
to this mission include government suspicion ofreligious educa-
tion; little national interest in meeting the educational needs ofthe
very poor; a lack of appropriate culturally situated materials from a
Biblical perspective,and the need for effective preparation of
Christian teachers.

Finally,Dr. Doug Blomberg
(Canada) addressed the chal-
lenge of ensuring that the
new Christian schools start-
ing in the two-thirds world
do not import an alien
Western model ofeducation
focused on a theoretical
model,but rather take the
historic opportunity of
introducing an experiential
model that focuses on disci-
pleship and the cultivation
of wisdom—which will lead
to a new definition of acad-
emic excellence. The
responses ofMr. David
MacPherson (Peru) and
Prof. Samson Makhado
(South Africa) led to a con-
versation about the difficul-
ty of introducing radically
new models ofteaching and
learning into settings in
which there are few
resources for teacher devel-

opment and the challenge for Christian institutions ofhigher edu-
cation to make these models ofinstruction practical and accessible
to teachers in different settings.
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The Polytechnic University (UPOLI) hosted CI06.Delegates were met at
the Managua airport and transferred to Granada for five days. On the last
conference day, delegates were transported to UPOLI’s Managua campus

(pictured above) for the closing worship service and farewell luncheon.

CI06 delegates gather on the front steps of the Convent in Granada,Nicaragua. 34 countries were represented:Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada,Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,Cuba,Ecuador, El Salvador, England, Philippines, Guatemala,Guyana,Haiti, Honduras,

Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Japan, Kenya, Korea,Mexico, Nepal, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nig eria, Paraguay, Peru,
Romania,Russia,South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, and the United States.

(All CI06 photos courtesy of Edward Dávila at UPOLI.)

continued on page 8



In summary, Track 2 highlighted many
challenges facing Christian institutions
of higher education in relation to pro-
viding support for Christian primary
and secondary schools. Delegates sug-
gested that future IAPCHE confer-
ence and publication topics might
include effective models for 
- Addressing fundamentalism and con-

sumerism in primary and secondary
schools.

- Comprehensive programs that pro-
vide appropriate education for poor
and marginalized students.

- Connecting principles ofculturally responsive and culturally inclu-
sive pedagogy with general principles ofChristian schooling such
as discipleship and the cultivation of wisdom.

- Teacher education that make these new models on instruction
accessible to teachers and school leaders.

TRACK 3: 
How does Christian higher education connect
kingdom  citizenship to specific regional issues
and crises?
Dr. Henk Jochemsen (the Netherlands) set the stage for this track
with his plenary address on “Equipping Christian students to con-
nect kingdom citizenship to issues in today’s society.” He empha-
sized the importance ofteaching students to use “deep reflection”
as they seek to practice their profession in a Christian way.In his
response Drs.Sergio Saavedra (Bolivia) agreed that we must equip
students to counter sin when the serve throughout the world, but
cautioned against an overly philosophical approach. (The full texts
of these papers are included as an insert in this issue ofContact in
both Spanish and English.)

Dr. George Lotter and Prof. Tom Larney (South Africa) led the
first session with a discussion on “The Parental Role in Establishing
Christian Values as the Starting Point of Kingdom Citizenship in an

African (South
African) Context.”
They discussed the
theoretical frame-
work of reference,
based on Freud,
Piaget and others,
for studying human
behavior, and then
presented the funda-
mental characteris-
tics of the South
African reality which
make difficult the
transmission ofval-

ues (e.g. families destroyed because ofsickness, extreme poverty,
the premature death of parents).Dr. Perry Glanzer (USA) agreed
that the topic is worthy of further study, but suggested that we
focus more on the context-specific practices ofparents. Rev.Stan
LeQuire (USA) agreed that the topic requires significant further
development,with greater focus on the contributions from the
African Christian community.

In the second session,Prof. J.Emmanuel Janagan
(India) showed how the gospel ofChrist liberates
those who have been enslaved for centuries due to
a cultural curse (the Dalits in India),and how
Christian higher education can have an influence in
changing the lives ofordinary people. Rev.Dr.
Samuel Ango (Nigeria),although unable to attend
CI06 due to last-minute visa difficulties, identified
many similarities to the Nigerian context. Dr. John
Hiemstra (Canada) sought to distinguish the specif-
ic effects ofChristian education from the broader
effect of a Christian worldview.

Since Prof. Erwin Silva (Nicaragua) was unable to
attend,we were grateful that Dr. Fernando Bullon (Costa Rica) and
Dr. William Adrian (USA) could transform their responses into
presentations. Bullon focused on the practical aspect ofpeace
research and education, emphasizing the need to implement peace
studies across the curriculum.Adrian agreed that peace studies are
important,
but pointed
out that the
meaning of
the word
“peace”
depends on
the perspec-
tive from
which it is
used.

Finally,Dr.
Jeffrey
Bouman
(USA) dis-
cussed how the common aims ofservice-learning and cross-cultur-
al programs and assessed both program’s effects at Calvin College.
He emphasized the need for partnerships and collaboration
between institutions. Dr. Ken Bussema (USA) responded in part by
emphasizing the pedagogical and practical hurdles that confront
wholistic service-learning opportunities. Prof. Premalatha
Dinakarlal’s (India) pushed for more international cooperation and
challenged both Christian colleges and IAPCHE to develop non-
elitist programs ofstudy. (Dinakarlal was unable to attend because
of visa difficulties.)

Themes that emerged in Track 3 included the context, globaliza-
tion, and the important role of Christian higher education within
local and international contexts.

Regional Strategy Sessions
Two one-hour timeslots were allotted for regional strategy sessions,
where participants from IAPCHE’s five main regions met together
to discuss matters specific to their own cultural context. Delegates
next moved to consider ways to develop the track’s themes within
their own contexts. This involved some assessment oftheir particu-
lar contexts and also a discussion ofways in which IAPCHE can
better function within the various regions.

Although there were significant differences between each context,
delegates expressed many common themes. For example, the vari-
ous regions contain significant differences not only in the 
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CI06: Three Program Tracks Plus the Research Expo
continued from page 7

BOOK TABLE: CI06 delegates peruse books
donated by Eerdmans Publishing.

SIMUL TANEOUS TRANSLATION: Translation into
English or Spanish was provided for the plenary sessions.

For five days, CI06 delegates listened and discussed,
worshipped and prayed and ate and laughed together.



development ofChristian institutions of
higher learning, but also in religious perspec-
tives and socio-economic conditions. Nearly
all regions recognized the need to wrestle
with secularism as an unwelcome, primarily
Western, export.

In terms of proposals, all of the regions rec-
ognized a need to better consider ways in
which a Christian worldview directs academic
life.Further, all recognized the need for fur-
ther region-specific reflection on this theme,
and recommended additional regional confer-
ences. Finally all requested IAPCHE to better
integrate local initiatives, not only with each other but also with
other local initiatives around the world.

Many regions recognized a significant and growing need for further
training, both for administrators and faculty. Several regions also
sought assistance in developing faculty and student exchange pro-
grams.

International Strategy Session
In his closing keynote address, Dr. Joel
Carpenter (USA) remarked on the extra-
ordinary ability of IAPCHE to adapt to
the new international context of
Christian higher education. “Over the
last 20 years,hundreds ofnew colleges
have started in some ofthe most unlike-
ly places, changing Christian higher edu-
cation in fruitful ways. The largely frag-
mented North and West have much to
learn from the more holistic South and
East.”

There was also an international strategy session in which partici-
pants helped IAPCHE evaluate its present programs and set goals
for the future. This included a discussion ofCASC (the Christian
Academic Studies Certificate)—and how it can best be pro-
moted and administered.

Other delegates requested that IAPCHE assist in providing
more resources that can assist faculty in thinking from a
Christian perspective. To that end many institutions offered
to host regional and international conferences—with prelim-
inary proposals coming from such countries as Bolivia,
Columbia,Cuba,India,Kenya,Mexico, South Africa,and
Taiwan.

IAPCHE board members,most of whom were present at
the conference, decided to consider these and the many
other proposals that were generated at the conference as
they further develop IAPCHE’s long range plan.

CASC 101
Three sessions ofCASC 101 were offered during CI06 in order to
introduce delegates to the Christian Academic Studies Certificate
(CASC) that was developed from a recommendation at IAPCHE
Conference 2000.Dr. Doug Blomberg (Canada) and Rev. Tom
Soerens (Costa Rica) led these sessions that explained the CASC
program and asked delegates for their input about how to improve
the implementation of the program.

Cultural Presentations
Conferees had a little down-time for an excur-
sion to Masaya included a traditional
Nicaraguan dinner and a folkloric presentation
of music and dance at the artisan’s market.
While conferees seemed to feel that the pre-
sentation by the UPOLI students during the
closing session ofthe conference was superior
to this one, in general they appreciated the
chance to relax and relate on a different level.
UPOLI provided cultural presentations at the
banquet,opening worship, and closing dinner,
as well as live music at many of the meal
breaks.

Gratitude
Conferees expressed deep appreciation to IAPCHE’s Anne
Maatman and Nick Lantinga,and to UPOLI,for accomplishing the
mammoth task ofputting on such a conference. Some ofthe com-
ments that were received:

- The conference surpassed my expectations. Good ideas and discussions were
evident across languages and cultures.
- My expectations were far exceeded. The UPOLI students were wonderful!
- The conference was wonderful in regards to contacts and sharing…
- The fact that the conference was held in Nicaragua was an eye opener to us,
the Indians. Vegetation, flora and fauna in Nicaragua were like any other
tropical region in Asia except for the language and culture. Now our dele-
gates want to learn Spanish…
- One result ofthe conference is that the members from the North-West
University (South Africa) who attended plan to have a colloquium to discuss
the conference and what flows from it; we will invite the Campus Rector to
attend and will also speak about our involvement in IAPCHE.
- I got to know a number ofscholars with whom I shall resume contact for a
continuous research exchange.

- My expectations were totally fulfilled. I hope my future networking through
IAPCHE will strengthen me in my career.

- The rapport you maintained with the delegates and the co-ordination you had
established with the local organizers resulted in the once in a life time experi-

ence we the
participants
enjoyed.

At the
IAPCHE
board
meeting
during the
conference,
members
were
pleased to
meet face-
to-face. All
board

meetings since Conference 2000 in the USA,have been virtual,i.e.
held in internet chat rooms or by telephone. The board passed res-
olutions ofgratitude to Lantinga and Maatman,and
- The conference committee, espcially the track and regional facili-

tators;
- Translators,advance and ad-hoc;and 
- UPOLI – the International Relations office, the Protocol office,

the students who served as conference stewards, the photograph-
er, and the transportation staff.
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CONFERENCE STEW ARDS:The UPOLI rector, staff, and students
pause for a photo with Lantinga and Maatman on the last evening of CI06.

CI06 delegates enjoyed dance presentations after
the closing banquet.

CERTIFICA TE: Each CI06 
delegate received a 

certif icate of attendance.



Thank You, Ontario Christian Teachers!
ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—Christian schools in Russia have
benefited from curriculum ideas developed by the Ontario Alliance
of Christian Schools. Last fall,the OACS sent ten curriculum pack-
ets to Russia (through the auspices ofWorldwide Christian
Schools).At a curriculum-writing workshop, fifteen Russian
Christian school teachers used this wealth ofmaterials to help them
put together twelve complete lesson packets.

“We intend to circulate and trial-run our creations through the
schools this winter,” say Gary and Galya Timmerman, who work
with the Russian ministries ofthe Christian Reformed Church. “We
hope to polish them,publish them,and further build up the collec-
tion at every grade level,starting our own Christian curriculum
Resource Bank.Thank you,all Ontario teachers who worked cre-
atively over the years—and for sharing with teachers in Russia!”

Pollsters and Parishioners Conference 
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Applications are being accepted for a
workshop titled “Pollsters and Parishioners—Workshop on Survey
Research and American Religion.” This conference, to be held July
22 - 28 at Calvin College,will be directed by Corwin Smidt. The
seminar will combine instruction on the conceptualization and mea-
surement ofreligion in survey research with major segments of
time devoted to data analysis using major data sets on religion and
politics. Instructors will work closely with small groups ofpartici-
pants.

Graduate students and recent Ph.D. graduates in Political Science,
Sociology,and related disciplines who are interested in the use of
survey research in studying American religion are invited to apply
(though preference will be given to those who are currently gradu-
ate students).Selection is competitive with an anticipated enroll-
ment of twelve. Travel costs to Calvin College,and room/board on
campus will be provided.

Prospective participants should send a letter ofinterest,curriculum
vita,one letter ofrecommendation, and one sample ofscholarly
writing to:Corwin Smidt,The Henry Institute, Calvin College,3201
Burton St. SE,Grand Rapids, MI 49546. Materials must be received
by Monday, February 12,2007.For further information, contact
Corwin Smidt at the above address or by phone (616.526.6233) or
email (smid@calvin.edu).

Visiting Research Fellowships at VRI
HOLLAND, USA—Applications are invited for the 2007-08
Visiting Research Fellowships at the Van Raalte Institute ofHope
College (deadline:Jan.15,2007).The fellowships provide ready
access to records and books at both VRI and the Joint Archives of
Holland,which shares the Theil Research Center with VRI. There
are also significant archival collections at neighboring institutions.
The VRI awards up to two VRFs ofup to $2500 ($250/week for
up to ten weeks) for scholars who meet the criteria posted on their
website, http://www.hope.edu/resources/vri/. The VRI also will
award one NAF Visiting Research Fellowship of$5,000 to a schol-
ar from the Netherlands who meets the criteria posted on the web-
site.

For further information, visit the website or contact:Dr. Jacob E.
Nyenhuis, Director, Van Raalte Institute, Hope College, P.O. Box
9000,Holland,MI 9422-9000;e-mail nyenhuis@hope.edu;phone
616-395-7678.

Calvin Professors Speak at ICS
TORONTO, CANADA—Drs.Janel Curry and Helen Sterk both
presented public lectures at the Institute for Christian Studies in
November. Curry spoke on the topic of“Globalization and the
Problem of the Nature/Culture Boundary.” Sterk’s lecture was enti-
tled “Gender, Culture and Care.”

Resource for Academics and Practitioners 
LONDON, ENGLAND—Taylor and Francis has launched an ew
online platform called “informaworld” which brings together
Taylor & Francis, Routledge,Psychology Press and Informa
Healthcare products into one single web resource. The service is
designed to deliver by email the tables ofcontents ofall journals
ahead ofthe print editions. The service is free ofcharge. You can
elect to receive alerts by keyword, title, sub-category,or main cate-
gory. For further information, visit www.informaworld.com

Taylor and Francis publishes the Christian Higher Educationjournal,a
peer-reviewed archival forum that features articles on developments
being innovated and tested by those engaged in the study and prac-
tice of Christian higher education. This quarterly journal addresses
issues in philosophy, law, governance, history, finance and fundrais-
ing, enrollment management,teaching methods and styles, higher
education administration, curriculum development,program assess-
ment,and student services, within the context of Christian higher
education.

Christian Higher Educationis the only journal of its kind to be inter-
national,inter-denominational,interdisciplinary,and to focus exclu-
sively on Christian higher education. For information on submitting
manuscripts for publication consideration, contact:Dr. D. Barry
Lumsden,Editor-in-Chief

IAPCHE members may subscribe for a reduced rate of $35US
annually.Contact customerservice@taylorandfrancis.com and iden-
tify yourself as an IAPCHEmember.

Army Descends on Kathmandu Campus
KATHMANDU, NEPAL—Civil war in Nepal has presented both
danger and opportunity for the Himalayan Mission,which operates
Kathmandu International College/University and Seminary.

The conflict between monarchist government forces and Maoist
rebels began in 1996,but escalated last year. In November, 100,000
Maoist forces descended on Kathmandu,forcing homes and
schools to shelter and feed them.The Mission campus was ordered
to house 200 troops. “Even though it was a tense moment for all of
us, we shared the gospel with them,” says Luke Vandari of the
Himalayan Mission.“We need your prayers doing ministry where
these people are living in darkness and sharing the real light ofthe
world.”

Help Needed to Realize Dream of
Agricultural University
ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA—IAPCHE received the following
letter from Dr. Fisseha Itanna, Associate Professor at the science
faculty ofAddis Ababa University in Ethiopia:

Dear Brethren,
The Lord has put it in my heart to open a faith-based institution here in my
country, Ethiopia. I am thinking ofan integrated institution, including an
environmental and agricultural university, a training center, and a botanical
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garden. My country is experiencing serious environmental degradation, food
insecurity and loss ofbiodiversity. I hope this initiative will bring some change
in the region where our Bethel Environmental and Agricultural University and
Training Center (BEUTC) is going to be established. In addition to training
Christian leaders, our training center will also prepare to train farmers in fertil-
izer application, compost preparation, crop protection and related training on
food quality and safety. I have applied for a space ofabout 15 hectares in a
place 100 km north-west ofAddis and have been promised that I will most
certainly obtain [it]. 

I have a vision from God to establish this, but my wealth is only God and His
people. Therefore, I am seeking international partners who could suggest ways
to realize this vision, and also later be involved in teaching and leadership activ-
ities. I pray that our Lord raises some people who will share this burden. I am
thinking primarily to help the most disadvantaged group in the society and to
develop the most forgotten part of the country. Let the love and grace ofGod
abound to you.

Training Chinese Leaders
ANQING CITY, CHINA—Sam Song, of ICED (International
Council ofEducation Development) reports that in the past half
year Principal/Superintendent training was offered twice to a total
of 270 Chinese school administrators,and three training sessions
were held for Chinese pastors and lay leaders.

Opportunities for Christian Professors
KANSAS CITY, USA—Scores ofsecular universities around the
world are asking for Christian professors to come and teach in a
variety offields, under the sponsorship of IICS (the International
Institute for Christian Studies). Currently 40 full-time Christian
professors are teaching in 14 countries including Romania,
Lithuania,Brazil,Nigeria,Brunei,Ireland,China and Morocco.
Often an IICS professor will be the first Christian,and certainly the
first educated Christian,that students have ever met.

Teaching Projects in North Korea,Possibly Libya and Sudan
A team ofIICS professors are preparing for their first teaching
project in North Korea in 2007.Officials in Sudan have asked IICS
for professors of business management,English and other fields to
teach in Khartoum.And Dr. Daryl McCarthy,president ofIICS, is
meeting with officials at the Libyan Consulate in Washington to dis-
cuss sending Christian teachers to Libya in 2007.

Annual Christian Worldview Conference 
The IICS and the CSIC (Christian Studies International of
Canada) are co-sponsoring a conference entitled “Truth under
Deconstruction:Presenting Christ in a Relativistic World.” The
conference will be held July 12 - 14,2007 in Kansas City, Missouri.

This conference will be a conversation about beliefand unbelief. It
will consider atheism,agnosticism and other responses to beliefin
God.Participants will grapple with the impact ofthe deconstruc-
tionist movement sweeping the halls ofacademe and beyond—a
movement which claims there is no such thing as truth.As
Christians, they will consider modern relativism in the light of
Jesus’claim,“I AM the Truth.”

Speakers include Norman Geisler (Southern Evangelical Seminary),
J.P. Moreland (Talbot School of Theology),Paul Vitz (Institute for
Psychological Studies) and Randy Newman (Campus Crusade for
Christ).

You are invited to submit a 300-word abstract for a paper to be
presented at the conference. For more details, go to
www.iics.com/vision2007.html. The deadline for submissions is
May 18,2007.

Happy 21 st Birthday to WYSOCS
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studiesis throwing a birthday bash for its 21st birthday,and you
are invited.Bishop N.T. Wright will be the guest ofhonor.

The party starts at 4:15 pm on Friday, June 15,2007,and is a two-
day event.Dr. Wright will present a lecture on Friday afternoon
entitled “Thinking about God in Tomorrow’s World,” and another
lecture on Saturday morning on the topic, “Whatever did St.Paul
do with the Kingdom ofGod?”

For tickets or more information, contact WYSOCS at 0113 258
9300 or go to www.wysocs.org.uk

Burning Questions? Biblical Answers?
ACROSS CANADA—The Institute for Christian Studiesin
Toronto, Canada is offering a one-day Worldview Conference in
various Canadian locations. The main speaker at this year’s confer-
ence is Richard Middleton,professor ofBiblical Studies at Roberts
Wesleyan College in Rochester, NY. Middleton is a graduate of the
joint Ph.D. program of the ICS and the Free University of
Amsterdam.

His topic, “Burning Questions? Biblical Anwers? Can an Ancient
Text Guide Us?”will examine how Scripture guides us in our daily
living, and it is intended to help participants face squarely the ethi-
cal complexity of the Bible.

The conference will also include a conversation about just war and
pacifism,led by Henry Krause, a Mennonite pastor, and Ron Dart,
professor ofpolitical science and religion at the University College
of the Fraser Valley and former staff member ofAmnesty
International.

Conferences will be held in Surrey, B.C. on February 3;in Calgary,
Alberta on March 3;and in Edmonton,Alberta on March 17,2007.
For more information, go to www.icscanada.edu/events.

Call for Papers on Educational Excellence
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Seminars in Christian Scholarship
program and the Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and
Learning of Calvin College are co-sponsoring a conference
October 11-13,2007 entitled “Reimagining Educational
Excellence.” They are currently issuing a Call for Papers for this
conference:for further details, go to
http://www.calvin.edu/scs/2007/conferences/kuyers/cfp.html

CHE Institutions Meet in Canada
TORONTO, CANADA—Delegates to the inaugural of Dr. John
Suk at the ICS made good use oftheir time in Toronto. On
October 20,the annual meeting ofChristian Higher Education
Canada was held.And on October 21,the Association of
Reformed Institutions ofHigher Education (ARIHE) held its
annual meeting. Delegates came from ICS, Redeemer University
College, The King’s University, Calvin College, Dordt College,
and Trinity Christian College to discuss matters of mutual con-
cern and to pray for member institutions.
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Bouter succeeds Sminia as VU Head 
AMSTERDAM, the NETHERLANDS—Lex M. Bouter, formerly
the director of the CaRe-EMGO Institute, has been appointed as
the new Vice-Chancellor ofthe Free University in Amsterdam.
Professor Lex Bouter succeeded Professor Sminia on September 1,
2006.

The selection committee wrote, “In Professor Bouter we see an
inspiring, dynamic and academic leader whom we deem capable of
further developing VU Amsterdam and Windesheim University of
Professional Education during the challenging period ahead.His
background and,in particular, his performance and experience as
director of the multidisciplinary EMGO Institute demonstrate that,
as do his personality and attitude.”

International Biotechnology Symposium 
MADURAI, INDIA—Last November, Lady Doak College was
the sponsor ofan International Symposium on Biocontrol and
Biotechnology,organized by the Zoology & Biotechnology depart-
ments. The three-day symposium brought scientists from seven
countries. There were about 150 scientific presentations and 20 ple-
nary lectures by outstanding experts in the field on important areas
relating to the theme. “But for the co-operation and committed
involvement ofthe faculty and staff of the Biology and other
departments, it would not have been possible to hold such a mega
event,” said Nirmala Jeyaraj,Principal.

Another successful first for LDC was hosting a two-week National-
level refresher course in Chemistry to College/ University teachers
sponsored by the Indian Academy of Sciences.

LDC has been actively pursuing service-learning opportunities for
its students. Currently, it is collaborating with the International
Christian University in Tokyo to plan an intercultural service-learn-
ing program for July 2007 at Madurai.

Double Celebration at ICS
TORONTO, CANADA—Friday,October 20,2006 marked a day
of double celebration for the community of the Institute for
Christian Studies. The Rev.Dr. John Suk was inaugurated as the
ICS’s new President,and the ICS conferred its first honorary doc-
torate. Dr. John Hulst was IAPCHE’s representative at this event.

In his inaugural address, Dr. Suk introduced a vision for the ICS as
a place where “wisdom and compassion embrace.” “God’s compas-
sion and wisdom embrace for our redemption,” he said,“and at
ICS we seek ourselves, our students, and our community from
within that embrace.”

His address tied in beautifully with the conferral of the Doctor of
Letters on Gerald Vandezande, founding member and long-time
executive director of the Citizens for Public Justice, a sister organi-
zation which has pursued and promoted “communal compassion
and public justice”since its inception.The conferral of the doctor-
ate was recognition of his deep Christian commitment to promote
public policies for healing, justice, and peace in areas such as abo-
riginal and refugee rights, educational justice, poverty, the environ-
ment,and national unity.

Call for Papers for Academic Conferences
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological
Institute is issuing a Call for Papers for two academic conferences

that it is sponsoring in 2007.

A conference titled “Philosophical Heritage of Semion Frank in the
Context of European Culture” will be held in Moscow September
19 - 23.Semion Frank (1877 - 1950) was a leading representative of
Russian religious philosophy whose thinking was at the same time
deeply rooted in the Western philosophical tradition.

The other conference, on the theme, “Epistemological Paradigms
of Science and Theology:Historical Dynamics and Universal
Foundations,” will be held November 14 – 18,2007,also in
Moscow.

Summaries ofpapers (1000 words or less) can be sent to Mikhail
Tolstoluzhenko by email at info@standrews.ru . Papers for the
Semion Frank conference are due by July 15,2007;for the episte-
mology conference the due date is September 1,2007.

For more information, or to register, go to www.standrews.ru

Preaching in a Postmodern Culture
SUMAS, USA—In November, the Institute for Christian Studies
sponsored a Pastor’s Conference in Sumas, Washington on the
theme, “Reading God’s Worldly Word: Preaching and Witness for
Postmodernity.” Workshop leaders included John Suk,John Van
Sloten,Ken Boonstra,Michael Goheen and Nik Ansell.

The Conference will be presented again in Toronto, Canada on
February 26,2007,with Scott Hoezee and John Rottman contribut-
ing this time as well.Pastors will be given an opportunity to com-
munally develop a sermon outline beginning with God at work in
creation and culture,and to probe the theological strands underly-
ing this approach. For more information, contact
jmeiboom@icscanada.edu.

New Grant to Calvin College
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Western capitalism has made big inroads
in China in the last two decades. But the philosophical foundations
of western society have been less explored.A new grant to Calvin
College from the John Templeton Foundation hopes to change
that.

Calvin has received $2 million from Templeton for a project called
“Science, Philosophy and Belief:A Program for Chinese Scholars.”
The effort will include a three-year partnership between Calvin and
the Society ofChristian Philosophers (SCP).It is being managed by
the Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity at Calvin.

Kelly Clark, a Calvin philosophy professor who is directing this
project,says its goal is “to produce a sophisticated ongoing conver-
sation about philosophy,science and beliefin China that will equip
scholars,strengthen teaching at Chinese universities, and sustain
and deepen this line ofinquiry in China.”

He says Chinese intellectuals are very interested in how philosophy,
science, morality, economics and religious beliefhave interacted in
the West.“The West,once regarded in China as the source of all
that was exploitive and decadent,has now become the object of
great intellectual fascination,” he says. “Some ofthis interest in
Western culture is simply intellectual curiosity, stoked by decades of
enforced isolation. One of the most powerful drivers of this inter-
est,however, is Chinese intellectuals’sense that their nation urgent-
ly needs to find ways to integrate culture and provide society with

T R A N S F O R M I N G  C H E
For more information on any item below, contact the IAPCHE member (in bold type). Consult the member directory at www.iapche.org for contact info.
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public norms so that China can withstand the enormous economic
and social changes it is now experiencing.”

Joel Carpenter, director of the Nagel Institute at Calvin,agrees.
“The roots of this project,” he says, “go back about 13 years to
some ofthe first conferences held in China by the Society of
Christian Philosophers. But really for the Chinese their interest in
Western philosophy stretches back even further. During the
Cultural Revolution anything to do with the West was purged. But
now we are seeing a classic generational change with the current
rising generation of Chinese intellectuals and scholars very eager to
understand Western culture.” Contact Kelly Clark at 616-526-6421
or kclark@calvin.edu 

WYSOCS Climate Change Day Follow-Up
LEEDS, ENGLAND —The West Yorkshire Schools of
Christian Studiesorganized a very successful and enjoyable con-
ference on climate change on Saturday,December 2.The two
excellent speakers were John Houghton and Bob Goudzwaard, and
they generated a lively discussion.Such a conference raises numer-
ous challenges and opportunities for action,particularly at this time
when the latest IPCC report has just been published.

One of the ways forward is for those interested to meet together
and discuss a possible plan ofaction. Such a meeting is being
organized at the suggestion ofWYSOCS, in the main hall,South
Parade Baptist Church, Headingley,on Friday evning, March 9.If
you are interested,please contact Dr. John Lockwood at 
jglockwood1@mac.com.Lockwood is a retired Senior Lecturer in
Climatology,School of Geography,University of Leeds.

CI06 Institutional Conversation
GRANADA, NICARAGUA—Presidents and chief academix
offices ofthe institutions represented at the IAPCHEinternational
conference in November addressed the question:“How Can Cross
Cultural Conversation among institutional leaders make each leader
more effective in his/her home culture and institution?”Dr. Carl
Zylstra (Dordt College,USA) and Mr. James Den Ouden
(Providence Christian College,USA) facilitated the roundtable dis-
cussion.

Several recommendations came from the discussion,as follows:
- That regional conferences have a track on “Leadership.”
- That institutional leaders attend regional conferences (in regions

other than their own) and visit Christian colleges and universities
in that region.

- That IAPCHE serve as a catalyst for institutional collaboration
for student exchange, faculty exchange,administrator exchange,
and research.

- That IAPCHE develop (with the help ofcollege and university
administrators) a system for equivalent credits.

- That institutional leaders network via e-mail to discuss “best prac-
tices”and to encourage and pray for each other. Examples of
“best practices”discussion might include:How can we do a bet-
ter job of communicating? and/or How can we grow Christian
faculty?

These recommedations will be included in the IAPCHE board’s
review of the long range plan.

Year of Prayer for North Korea
SEOUL,SOUTH KOREA—On the centenary day of the
Pyongyang Great Revival,the South Korean Church proclaimed an
international Year ofPrayer for North Korea in 2007.The

announcement was made at the Seoul Olympic Gymnastic Stadium
before an audience of15,000.

The proclamation states. “As we mark this centenary day of the
outbreak ofthe 1907 Pyongyang Great Revival,we desire to see
love,freedom and peace restored in Korea.We thus proclaim 2007
as a Year ofPrayer for North Korea and call the global Church and
Christians worldwide to join the South Korean Church in actively
praying for North Korea this year.”

A new website address was launched during the week as a vehicle
for prayer for North Korea.The inter-agency site at www.pfnk.org
carries information and resources to inform and equip Christians
everywhere to pray for North Korea and its people.

In Memoriam: Klaas Runia
KAMPEN, THE NETHERLANDS—Rev.Dr. Klaas Runia died in
October 2006,at the age of 80.Rev. Runia was an enormously
influential figure in the Reformed churches ofthe Netherlands,
providing both academic leadership and pastoral guidance through
his numerous books, newspaper columns, and sermons. Rev. Runia
studied at the Free University of Amsterdam,served as professor
of theology at the Reformed Theological College in Australia for
15 years and as professor ofpractical theology in Kampen for 20
years.He chaired the Reformed Ecumenical Synod on several occa-
sions, and chaired the IAPCHE International Conference in 1981.
In an interview shortly before he died,Rev. Runia said,“My faith
has deepened;it is all I have to cling to.”

medical centre of the Free University in Amsterdam.

From September 2002 to September 2006 Jochemsen was part-
time lecturer on the ethics ofcare at the Ede Christian University.
He has held several functions in the health care sector as well.
Currently he is an advisory board member ofthe Center for
Bioethics and Human Dignity (Trinity International University,
Bannockburn, IL), fellow of the Wilberforce Forum,Washington
DC and a member ofthe European Editorial Board of ‘Ethics
and Medicine’.He was a member ofthe Aid Committee ofthe
Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands from 1995 -
2002.

North American Region ~ Dr. Joel Carpenter is the
director of the Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity
at Calvin College. From 1996 to 2006 he was provost of Calvin
College.Prior to that he served as director of the Religion Program
at the Pew Charitable Trusts, a position he took in 1989 after 12
years of college teaching at Calvin,Trinity International University,
and Wheaton College. While at Wheaton he was the director of the
Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals.

A graduate of Calvin College,Carpenter received his Ph.D. in histo-
ry from The Johns Hopkins University. His special expertise is in
American religious history,and he has published many articles and
chapters in that field.He is the author ofthe award-winning study,
Revive Us Again: the Reawakening ofAmerican Fundamentalism(Oxford,
1997).His latest work,which he co-edited with Lamin Sanneh,is
The Changing Face ofChristianity: Africa, the West, and the World
(Oxford, 2005).

continued from page 5
New IAPCHE Board Members
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Important Change for African Members
As reported in the June 2006 Contact, the Centre for the Promotion
of Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA) has joined
IAPCHE as the regional council for Africa.Pastor Isaac Mutua,
Director ofCPCHEA and recently elected board member for
IAPCHE,has helped lead the way toward a full integration of the
efforts of both associations.

What does that mean for our members? First,all IAPCHE mem-
bers in Africa are also members of CPCHEA and all CPCHEA
members are also members of IAPCHE.Both associations are in
the process ofintegrating our services, and collaborating on further
integrating those involved in Christian higher education in Africa.
For example, Mutua and IAPCHE Executive Director Nick
Lantinga,hope to visit various regions in Africa later this year in
order to bring together Christians in higher education throughout
Africa.

At CI06 in Nicaragua,Mutua facilitated the African regional strate-
gy sessions. He also made a presentation in teh Research Expo
where he detailed CPCHEA’s vision ofChristan education with the
following themes:

1.The nature of world views and the way they shape the values of
every culture in ways that in ways that incorporate an often dis-
guised idolatry as part of a normal way of life.

2.The implications for Christian life and practice in today's cul-
tures, including edu-cational practice.

3.How CPCHEA is promoting research that furthers the vision of
Christian educa-tion based on an integral Christian world view;

4.Examples ofthe impact ofthis research, not merely on individ-
ual lives but on the whole society.

While the primary concern of CPCHEA is Africa,the issues
involved have global relevance. Mutua apologizes for failing to
report on the major developments after CI06 in Nicaragua.He was
involved in a car accident just before CI06 and he has needed some
time to recuperate. Mutua will be contacting the African members
soon,for he is on the way to full recovery.

Dues cover both IAPCHE and CPCHEA
On a more practical level,a single dues payment ($25US) now cov-
ers membership at both the international (IAPCHE) and regional
(CPCHEA) levels. This payment can be made to either CPCHEA
or IAPCHE;it makes no difference as the associations will share
revenues. Remember that the $25US is a suggested amount—mem-
bers who can afford to pay more are encouraged to do so, while
members who cannot afford $25 are encouraged to pay a lesser
amount or request a waiver.

African members should check their bibliographic information on
the IAPCHE website and submit corrections and additions by e-
mail.Visit www.iapche.org and click on “Members.” E-mail
iapche@dordt.edu with any necessary changes. Click on
“Enroll/Renew Membership” to make a dues payment by check or
credit card.

The member directory on the CPCHEA site is currently under con-
struction.Do visit the site, http://cpchea.org for information about
- The African Journal for Transformational Scholarhhip
- Online interactive research network
- CPCHEA news bulletin
- News from around Africa

Additionally,African members should encourage their colleagues in
Christian higher education to also enroll in CPCHEA/IAPCHE.
The ability to promote Christian higher education in Africa and
worldwide will multiply as the number ofmembers increases.
Online enrollment is possible at: www.iapche.org/application.htm

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS

Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE w ho advise the
Secretariat regarding regional developments.

Africa Region ~ Dr. B. J. van der Walt
Director Emeritus, Institute for Reformational Studies,

Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education,
Postal address:7 Bezuidenhout Street,

Potchefstroom,South Africa
hannah@intekom.co.za

Asia/Oceania Region ~ Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University

Postal address:531-2 Mokhyun-Dong, Kwangju City
Kyunggi-Do, 464-030,South Korea

bongsonnl@yahoo.com

Europe Region ~ Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

Postal address:Universitetskay Emb., 5,R.300
St.Petersburg 199034,Russia

rector@srph.ru

Latin American Region ~ Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
Postal address:P.O. Box 830,Penney Farms, FL 32079-830,USA

smrooy@aol.com

North American Region ~ 
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt

Professor Emeritus ofPhilosophy and Theology,Dordt College
Postal address:3742 Old Elm Drive SE,Kentwood,MI 49512 USA

johnvs@sbcglobal.net

IAPCHE Chair José Alcántara and IAPCHE Executive Director Nick
Lantinga read the message to CI06 from the Potchefstroom Campus of the
Nor th-West University (South Africa), where IAPCHE began in 1975.The
message affirmed that Potchefstroom Campus will “remain a close partici -
pant in the very worthwhile activities spearheaded by IAPCHE in the world

and especially in Africa.”
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B O O K S
The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

New Release: IAPCHENew Release: IAPCHE Proceedings!Proceedings!
Civil Society: East and West edited by Peter Blokhuis;Sioux
Center, IA: Dordt Press;2006,273 pages, ISBN 9780932914705.
This book contains the proceedings ofthe 2005 IAPCHE Regional
Conference for Europe, held in Moscow, Russia.It includes 12 papers pre-
sented at the conference, as well as an introduction by Peter Blokhuis and
some concluding remarks by Nick Lantinga,IAPCHE Executive Director.

Can civil society have the same meaning in,for instance, Russia,Hungary,
and the Netherlands? How does the concept of civil society relate to the
position ofthe state and the church? What does it mean for civil leaders to
be responsible? How does civil society relate to politics, business and edu-
cation in East and West? These are the sorts of questions that were raised
at the conference, and which led to plenty oflively debate.

The twelve papers chosen for this book are written by Fedor
Nik olayevich Kozyrev,Govert Buijs, Leo Koffeman,Christian
Buchiu, Wendy Helleman, Sarolta Fodor-Nagy, Barend van der Walt,
David Hoekema,John Visser, Erik Hoekstra, Svetlana Panich, and Jet
Weigand-Timmer.

This book can be ordered for $10.00 from IAPCHE by contacting Anne
Maatman,Director ofOperations, at iapche@dordt.edu

Divided by a Common Heritage: The CRC and the RCA at
the Beginning of the New Millenium by Corwin Smidt,Jim
Penning, Donald Luidens and Roger Nemeth; Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans;2006,240 pages, ISBN 0802803857.
Is there a possibility that the Christian Reformed Church in North America
and the Reformed Church in America,which split over a century ago,could
someday reunite? This book,written appropriately enough by four profes-
sors at two colleges closely identified with the denominations, is adding to
that conversation. Smidt and Penning teach political science at Calvin
College;while Luidens and Nemeth are sociologists at Hope College.

The RCA and CRC were originally one denomination, with the CRC split-
ting away in the 1850s over various doctrinal and social issues. Both denom-
inations grew for many years but since peaking in the 1960s have lost thou-
sands ofmembers.

“Di vided by a Common Heritage” compiles and culminates research that
the two teams ofscholars have been conducting on the denominations for
decades, including through surveys and historical data.Common character-
istics, the scholars note, make the idea ofmerging tempting, but they also
point to important differences between the CRC and RCA.They suggest
ways in which the denominations could cooperate for their mutual benefit
even while remaining independent.

New Release: IAPCHENew Release: IAPCHE Proceedings!Proceedings!
An IAPCHE regional conference was held for the Latin American region in June
2004 on the theme “Higher Education and Social Inequality: Towards a Pedagogy for
Justice.”The conference proceedings (in Spanish and Portuguese) are now available and
can be ordered from IAPCHE by contactingiapche@dordt.edu. A description of
the Table of Contents follows in Spanish/Portuguese:

Educação e Justiça na América Latína: Uma aborage,
cristã edited by Alexandre Brasil; São Paulo : ABU, 2006,171 pages.
ISBN 978-85-7055-070-5.Ed. Bilingual: Portuguese, Spanish

Prefácio – Lyndon Arújo Santos
1.Educação e Justiça,possibilidades e limites – Alexandre Brasil Fonseca

I. Educação e justiç – fundamentações
2.Por uma Pedagogia para a Justiça – a interação entre memória,caminho e

esperança - Clóvis Castro
3.Sobre la Igualdad:Perspectivas Teológico-Bíblicas – Vinoth

Ramachandra
4.Reacción a la charla de Vinoth Ramachandra – Elsie Powell

5.Pedagogía para la liberdad – John Van Dyk
II. Educação e justiça – aspectos históricos
6.Las contribuciones de la educación cristiana protestante en la lucha por la

justicia en América Latina – Sidney Rooy
7.A transvalorização da História:ética e conhecimento no CEHILA –

Eduardo Gusmão de Quadros

III. Educação e justiça – presença na sociedade
8.A libertação das esferas – um ethos cristão de justiça – Frank Sawyer
9.Educar como cristãos em situações de desigualdade:reflexões pedagógi-

cas e literárias – Gabriele Greggersen
10.Unidad cristiana y política fiel – Nic k Lantinga

IV. Educação e justiça – temas recentes em educação e ciência
11.Proque o Brasil chegou a recordista mundial de fracasso escolar, e como

mudar isso:Lições da história internacional recente em Alfabetização –
Fernando Capovilla

12.Los organismo genéticamente modificados:desde una vision cristiana –
Alirio Contreras

V. Apéndice:Documento – Memoria do encontro – Alberto Diniz
Lista dos participantes

New Release: IAPCHENew Release: IAPCHE Proceedings!Proceedings!
Moving Towards a New Vision: Christian Higher
Education in Asia-Oceania edited by J. Dinakarlal; IAPCHE;
Tamilnadu, India: Rainbow Printers; 2006,128 pages.
This book holds the proceedings ofthe 2005 IAPCHE Regional
Conference for Asia/Oceania,held in Chennai,India only three weeks after
the catastrophic tsunami that took so many lives in that part of the world.

An important theme at this conference was how we can be Christian educa-
tors in a background of cultural and religious plurality. There was a strong
sense among the 60 participants that mutual cooperation and support are a
lifeline as we struggle to present a Christian witness in the world of higher
education.

Presenters whose papers are included in this book are J.Dinakarlal,
Hisakazu Inagaki, John Van Dyk, Peter Tze Ming Ng, David Yang, I.
Arul Aram, Rebecca Prakash,Beukah Jayaseeli,J.Nir mala, and B.J.
van der Walt.

This book can be ordered for $10.00 from IAPCHE by contacting Anne
Maatman,Director ofOperations, at iapche@dordt.edu

The Passionate Intellect: Incarnational Humanism and
the Future of University Education by Norman Klassen and
Jens Zimmermann; Grand Rapids, MI: Baker; 2006,208 pages, ISBN:
10:0801027349.
In The Passionate Intellect, Norman Klassen and Jens Zimmermann take up
the theme ofhumanism and put it into the context of changing commit-
ments in the institution ofthe university from the Middle Ages through the
Enlightenment to postmodernity. Citing evidence and discussion ofan
institution in crisis, the authors argue for the relevance offaith commit-
ment as part of the life of the mind and ofa viable humanism.This is not
a “how to choose a Christian college” book or a “hanging on to your faith
through college” book.Rather, it offers students and educators an under-
standing ofwhat is happening on the college or university campus. How
did we get where we are, where values such as skepticism,secularism,con-
sumerism,and pragmatism seem to dominate the landscape? And how does
a Christian appropriately engage the intellectual life of the university with-
out withdrawing into sectarianism? The authors emphasize the continued
value ofthe university and seek to present a vision ofwhat its intellectual
culture should become in order to serve the greatest benefit to all students
and scholars.

Norman Klassen is associate professor ofEnglish at St.Jerome’s University
in Waterloo, Ontario, and Jens Zimmermann is associate professor of
English at Trinity Western University in Langley,British Columbia.
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New Individual Members
Prof. Ernesto Balan Torres,
Doceute y Administrativo,
Universidad ‘Alfa y Omega’,
Villahermosa,Tabasco, Mexico

Mr. Sergio W Saavedra
Belmonte, Coordinador del
Colegio de Postgrado, Universidad
Evangelica Boliviana,Santa Cruz
De La Sierra,Bolivia

Ms. Jillian C. Bertaina, Program
Coordinator, Instituto Formazione
Evangeliche e Documentazione,
Padova,Italy

Mr. Wayne Bornholdt, Director
of Acquisitions, Theological Book
Network, Grandville, MI, USA

Dr. Jeffrey Bouman,Calvin
College,Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Rev.Amos Benjamin Cahuich,
President,Seminario Teológico
Presbiteriano San Pablo, Merida,
Yucatan,Mexico

Prof. Welner De Jesus Castro
Flores, Consultor Externo,
Asociacion Cristiana de Ayuda
Cimunal,Masatepe, Masaya,
Nicaragua

Mr. Anselm Mwadime Chao,
Student,PIMS Institute of
Logistics and Development Studies,
Mombasa,Kenya

Mr. Bitayi Clement,East African
Reformed Church, Mbale, Uganda

Prof. Adilson Aderito Da Silva,
Universidade Presbiteriana
Mackenzie, Sao Paulo Centro CEP,
Brazil

Rev.Dr. Fritz Deininger,
Academic Dean,Bangkok Bible
College & Seminary,Bangkok,
Thailand

Prof. Marcia Mello Costa De
Liberal, Mackenzie Presbyterian
University, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Dr. Colleen Di Raddo, Associate
Dean,Director of Institutional
Effectiveness, Palmer Seminary of
Eastern University, Wynnewood,
PA, USA

Dr. Jean-Claude Dorsainvil,
President,Universite Queensland,
Delmas, Port au Prince, Haiti

Prof. Minor Alberto Cardona
Escobar, Professor ofTheory and
Practice, University del Valle de
Guatemala,Cuidad de Guatemala,
Guatemala

Dr. Flavio Dario Florentin,
Director Academico, Universidad
Evangelica del Paraguay,Asuncion,
Paraguay

Sr. Emmanuel Flores-Rojas,
Professor, Presbiterio del Estado de
Mexico, Toluca,Mexico

Dr. Dewayne Preston Frazier,
Dean,Center for International
Education, Campbellsville
University, Campbellsville, KY,
USA

Prof. Ruard Ganzevoort,
Associate Professor ofPractical
Theology, Kampen Theological
University, Kampen,The
Netherlands

Dr. Perry L. Glanzer, Associate
Professor, Baylor University, Waco,
TX, USA

Mr. David Roland Hanson,
Senior Lecturer in Surgery, West
Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies, Leeds, United Kingdom

Prof Patricia R. Harris, Deputy
OIC President and Professor of
Biblical Studies, Asian Theological
Seminary,Quezon City, Philippines

Mrs. Lieske Hulscher, Ede
Christian University, Ede, The
Netherlands

Dr. Fisseha Itanna,Associate
Dean ofStudents, Addis Ababa
University, Addis Ababa,Ethiopia

Prof. Lenin Izquierdo Cupido,
Professor, Iglesia Nacional
Presbiteriana de Mexico, Villa
Hermosa,Tabasco, Mexico

Prof. Marie Vonette Joseph-
Bernadin, Grace Evangelical
Theology Seminary,Delmas, Haiti

Dr. Lizette F. Knight, Associate
Professor, Philippine Baptist
Theological Seminary,Baguio City,
Philippines

Rev. Tamas Kodacsy, University
Pastor, Karoli Gaspar Reformed
University, Budapest,Hungary

Prof. Luke Vandari Levis,
Kathmandu International
University, Kathmandu,Nepal

Mrs. Dal Don Lian, Missionary
Training School,Yangon,Myanmar

Mrs. Mary Beulah Manohar,
Lecturer in Mathematics, Victory
Teacher Training Institute, Chennai,
Tamil Nadu,India

Mrs. Esther Manyara, CASO,
Kitale, Kenya

Dr. Rolando Mendoza,
Universidad ofCosta Rica,Heredia,
Costa Rica

Mr. Anthony Wambalye
Nakwekwe, East African
Reformed Church, Uganda

Sra. Grizell Paladino Salinas,
Docente Universitario, Universidad
Politecnica de Nicaragua,Managua,
Nicaragua

Mr. Maina Paul, East African
Reformed Church, Uganda

Mr. Dongo Pewee, African
Education Foundation, Liberia

Dr. Mark E Porter, Associate
Professor ofAdult Education,
Geneva College,Beaver Falls, PA,
USA

Dr. Joaquin Barrientos Prats,
Director General,Universidad ‘Alfa
y Omega’,Villahermosa,Tabasco,
Mexico

Mrs. Honkululeko (Eunice)
Rajuili, Teacher, Union Bible
Institute, Peitermaritzburg,South
Africa

Dr. Moshe Rajuili, Principal,
Union Bible Institute, Mayors Walk,
South Africa

Sr. Jimmy Antonio Zambrano
Ramirez, Director ofDistance
Education, South American
Seminary SEMISUD, Quito,
Ecuador

Mr. Floricel Ramos (Pulido),
Director General,Colegio
Americano, Merida,Yucatan,
Mexico

Rev.Carlos Arturo Mendieta
Rodriguez, Colombia Seminario
de Teologia y Evangelismo, Bogota,
Colombia

Mr. Marcelino Tapia Roque,
Rector; Docente, Seminario
Teologico Bautista,Cochabamba,
Bolivia

Dr. Daniel D. Scott,Academic
Dean,Tyndale University College,
Toronto, ON, Canada

Dr. Lindy (Luis) Scott,Professor
of Latin American Studies,
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL,
USA

Dr. Richard E Shepperd, Regents
Professor, Texas A & M University,
Corpus Christi,TX, USA

Prof. Erwin Silva, Universidad
Politecnica de Nicaragua,Managua,
Nicaragua

Rev. Lynette Smith,Director,
Assemblies ofGod Bible College,
Queenstown,Guyana

Rev. Tessa Smith,Lecturer,
Assemblies ofGod Bible College,
Queenstown,Guyana

Sra. Emelina Del Carmen Tapia
Lorio, Forest Engineer,
Universidad Nacional Agraria,
Managua,Nicaragua

Prof. Lucy Barquero Trejos,
Decana Escuela de Educacion,
Universidad Evangelica de Las
Americas, San Jose, Costa Rica

Sra. Dora E. Arce Valentin,
Seminario Evangelico de Teologia,
Ciudad de La Habana,Cuba

Prof. Monica Elena Vega
Chavez, Instituto Libre de Mexico
de Estudios Superiores,
Corregidora,Queretaro., Mexico

Mr. Mark Vellinga, Associate
Professor ofComputer Science,
Northwestern College,Orange City,
IA, USA

Dr. Vasanthi Vijayakumar,
Professor, Madras Christian
College,Madras, India

N E W  M E M B E R S

The on-line directory at www.iapche.org lists more information about all members. 
Apply for membership on-line (Click on Enroll/R enew Membership or contact the Director ofOperations.

IAPCHE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606,USA,Fax: 712-722-6376
Dr. Nick Lantinga,Executive Director nick@dordt.edu 712-722-6343 Skype:nick_iapche
Mrs. Anne Maatman,Director ofOperations iapche@dordt.edu 712-722-6346 Skype:anne_iapche
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