
POTCHEFSTROOM, RSA—Christian schooling in Africa is proliferating, creating a vast and growing need for teacher
training. For this reason,the Centre for the Promotion of Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA) is partnering
with IAPCHE and North West University (Potchefstroom Campus) in hosting a Southern Africa Regional Conference on
Christian higher education.The conference’s main theme is Raising the Flag ofChristian Higher Education for Christian Schooling.
It will be held August 26-28,2008,at North West University - Potchefstroom campus.

This conference seeks to draw participants with a passion for Christian higher education, including scholars and administra-
tors from institutions ofChristian higher learning;school leaders (principals, school management teams, and school gov-
erning boards);Christian teachers in both public and private institutions;faculties oftheological seminaries;and church lead-
ers.
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Raising the Flag of CHE for Christian Schooling
Southern Africa Conference on Christian Higher Education

BELLEVUE, USA—The 7th annual Alta Vista consultation brought together agencies involved in Christian primary,sec-
ondary, and higher education. Hosted by IAPCHE and affiliate member Alta Vista,the consultation was held at Bellevue
Christian School in Bellevue, Washington on April 4 and 5.Reports and discussions focused on international partnerships
between institutions ofChristian higher education, educational organizations and associations, and Christian schools at
home and abroad.The reports provided both inspiration and instruction.Delegates agreed that the opportunity to learn
from others’successes and failures would be valuable in the planning ofprograms or projects that advance similar relation-
ships.

Among the key questions explored were the following:How do institutions ofChristian higher education and educational
organizations assist elementary and secondary education? What can we do to promote coordination and collaboration
between agencies involved in serving emerging schools in developing countries? How can we foster closer relationships
between schools in different parts of the world? Participants had a variety ofanswers to those questions.

Seventeen colleges and universities were represented,eight from the US, three from Canada,two from India,two from
Australia,and one each from Haiti and Mexico. Many reported bringing international students on campus for teacher and
leadership education.The Institute for Christian Studies, for example, is granting scholarships to African students for study
at ICS as well as providing distance education. Most of the schools reported that members of their faculties were spend-
ing time teaching abroad and many reported relationships with colleges and universities on other continents.

Education Consultation Explores Partnerships

continued on page 8

THE NETHERLANDS—In a beautiful garden on the edge of
the Loonse and Drunense Dunes, in the heart of the province
of Noord-Brabant in the Netherlands, lies the Beukenhof
Conference Center, the location of the next regional IAPCHE
conference. Conference participants will appreciate the ambi-
ence ofthis former Capuchin monastery, which has been mod-
ernized and offers an ideal location for group events.

The theme ofthe conference, planned for April 20-23,2009,is
Bridging the Gap: Connecting Christian Faith and Professional Practice
in a Pluralistic Society. Because ofthe pluralism ofworldviews
arising in European societies, professionals must be able to

“Bridging the Gap” 
at Beukenhof

continued on page 9

continued on page 13

IAPCHE Taipei 2008
Regional conference held in Taiwan in May.

Article begins on page 4.



In a recent issue ofthe Chronicle for
Higher Education, a North American
contribution to higher education
generally, contained an article rec-
ommending international faculty
engagement.The author noted that
even in an increasingly globalized
world, “most scholars remain nar-
rowly bound to nation and disci-
pline.” Instead ofa mind “pickled
in the brine ofan annual meeting”
the author recommends interna-
tional intellectual exchanges so as to

broaden one’s horizon.

For 33 years, IAPCHE has promoted international intellectual
engagement with conferences, publications, newsletters,and related
activities. However for the most part we do not promise our mem-
bers “broad-mindedness.” Rather, we have insisted that the associa-
tion cannot exist unless we remain committed to the Gospel’s
account ofwho we are as a people ofGod. In a sense, we enjoy
being pickles in the Christian brine!

At our recent Taiwan conference Sander Griffioen reflected on
Galatians 3:28:“There is no longer Jew or Greek,there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female;for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s point,argued Sander, “is not that ethnic,
gender and social distinctions are to be frowned upon.The point is
that these are to be annulled in as far as causing hindrance to the
unity-in-Christ.”

The point here is that IAPCHE in not an international community
for the close-minded.Rather, our regional efforts bring together a
great variety ofviewpoints so as to better chase after the Holy Spirit.
This is why over the last 10 years we have conducted a dozen region-
al conferences, brought in Regional Directors in Africa and
Asia/Oceania.This is why our memberships continue to increase
from Africa (up 49%),Asia/Oceania (up 52%),and Latin America
(up 36%).

In order to understand this “baptized” diversity that IAPCHE brings
together, we need to ignore the false promises ofan “open mind.”
For one an openness to a variety ofviewpoints need not be gained
internationally. A few classes in a contemporary research university
can provide this. For another a life devoted to open-mindedness can
too easily devolve into a progressive relativism.Progressive,because
various ideas that were once entertained must be discarded for the
new ideas to which one must be open.Relative because the ideas to
which one is open are entirely related to the particular context in
which one lives. Finally, the constant shallowness that inevitably
results will rob the adherent of open-mindedness ofany depth or
confidence in reality.

Such a position ofopen-mindedness runs exactly counter to the con-
fidence found through a life devoted to following God.Psalm 71
provides a fine example, particularly verse 5:“For you have been my
hope, O Sovereign Lord, my confidence since my youth.” Not just
our own lives but also the history of God’s people testifies to our
God’s faithfulness and gives us reason to be confident that our
Christian way of thinking opens our eyes to the structures of cre-
ation.

Christians can be confident in God’s presence because we recognize
that our ability to think is not entirely subjective. We gain this confi-
dence in part because the Spirit and the Word help us see the patterns
of created goodness and brokenness in the world. More important-
ly, we recognize that Christians in nearly every context of the world
see many of the same things. This is in part another way to say that
Christians have become more confident because our worldview helps
us see things in the world, which others do not.

What kind of things do we see? We see that the human person can-
not be defined only as an economic being (as Marx would have it) or
a sexual being (as Freud would have it) or any of the many other ide-
ologies that reduce everything to one aspect ofCreation. We see
both individuals and institutions. We recognize the importance of
both piety and the pursuit of justice. We are confident because we
recognize with C.S. Lewis that “every square inch and every split sec-
ond is claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan.”

IAPCHE’s programming does not lay the foundation for an insular
community, or attempt to impose a stifling intellectual straightjacket.
Rather, we have found that through faithfully thinking together we
Christians can best understand the human place in the world. And
this is only appropriate as the word confidencederives from con-, mean-
ing together, and the Latin root fides, meaning faith.We look to fur-
ther develop together in faith Christian higher education around the
world!
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IAPCHE History XI
We began IAPCHE History X by
observing that International
Conference 2000 marked a crucial
point in the history of the
Association.1 What has happened
since that time demonstrates that
that observation was true.

Obviously, the unanimous decision
to continue as an Association was
the most important action taken in
the Conference.2 But then the
Association went on to make clear

how it planned to continue, thus meeting the challenges of the 21st

Century.

Prior to developing a long-range plan,the Conference adopted a
Statement on Christian Higher Education.3 The Statement begins by
asking, “What is Christian higher education?”The answer states that 

Christian higher education encompasses all educational 
endeavors at the tertiary or undergraduate level in which all
facets ofcreated reality, especially human life,are explored
and examined in an advanced and more detailed manner 
than they are in primary and secondary education.

The Statement continues by observing that Christian higher educa-
tion should be developed acknowledging that its entire task is to be
performed in the light ofScripture and that any and all concepts of
neutrality and or relativism are to be rejected.4

The Statement has been important to IAPCHE not only as the
Association seeks to understand its purpose and task,but also as it
endeavors to identify itselfin relationship to other associations of
Christian higher education. It is noteworthy that shortly after
Conference 2000 it was decided to approve four associations as
“consulting members” of IAPCHE.5

Further, the Statement has helped the Association to identify persons
qualified for board membership. It has also provided a criterion for
the approval and acceptance ofmembers,both individual and insti-
tutional.Not that every individual scholar or academic institution
must perfectly and completely reflect the Statement’s understanding
of Christian higher education;but, at the very least,it clearly reflects
the perspective in terms of which the Association is committed to
function.

At its June 12,2001 meeting, the IAPCHE Board officially adopted
the long-range plan developed at and recommended by Conference
2000.6 It began by recognizing the need for a central office.7 After
consultation with leading institutions in the various regions, it was
decided to locate the central office at Dordt College in Sioux Center,
Iowa,USA.

The Board wanted to avoid showing favoritism to any region or insti-
tution and acknowledged that Dordt College had participated in and
enthusiastically supported the development ofIAPCHE since the
Association began in 1975.Further, the College was now willing to
provide the Secretariat with office space and in-house services. It was
also clear that qualified staffing was available, along with the execu-

tive secretary, to manage the affairs of the Association. Susan De
Young had served as Office Manager until just prior to Conference
2000;Lynn Otto occupied the position during and following the
Conference;and during the last seven years, Anne Maatman has
functioned as what is now called Director of Operations. In the
process, Dordt College has become IAPCHE’s institutional home.

Even as it was organizing the central office, according to the direc-
tion set by the long range plan,the Board decided to enhance the
identity and operation of the five regions ofthe Association (Africa,
Asia-Oceania,Europe, Latin America,North America).8 The estab-
lishment ofa central office was not to be seen as a move toward cen-
tralization. It was intended,instead,to provide a means whereby the
regions and the members in the regions could be given unified direc-
tion and support. In this way,it was hoped,IAPCHE could function
as a truly worldwide, international organization.

Since the time these decisions were made:1) regional advisors have
been appointed to serve the executive secretary with advice in light
of the situation in each region,2) regions have been more directly
involved in the nomination and election ofboard members,3) funds
have been set aside to support regionally developed programs and
projects, 4) in two of the regions, Africa and Asia-Oceania,offices
have been organized and directors have been appointed,5) several
regional conferences have been organized,with assistance from the
Secretariat, 6) regions report regularly to members of the Association
by way of Contact.

It is hoped that eventually all of the regions will be formally orga-
nized,with a director and/or regional committee in each. In this way,
networking programs can be carried out more effectively.

Throughout its history IAPCHE has been asked what, in addition to
networking, it is doing that will be of direct benefit to its members
and to the Christian academic community as a whole. In an attempt
to be sensitive to that question,Conference 2000 gave consideration
to a number ofpossible projects, some ofwhich continue to be sup-
ported by IAPCHE or have become part of its ongoing program.9

Many of our individual and institutional members do not have the
materials needed to carry on meaningful scholarship or to adequate-
ly fulfill their educational responsibilities. This is especially true in
developing countries. Therefore, IAPCHE has assisted the Institute
for Christian Studies in Toronto, Canada in the formation of a Faith
and Learning Network.10The purpose ofthe Network, in distinction
from other bibliographical centers,is to provide materials that reflect
a reformational perspective.

The institutional members of IAPCHE differ in many ways, also in
the nature and extent of their academic programs. A number of
these colleges and universities have teacher education programs
designed to train Christian teachers.IAPCHE has partnered with the
Center for Educational Services (initiated by Dordt College) to assist
these programs in “the training of Christian teachers around the
world.”11As a result,IAPCHE has joined with the Center in organiz-
ing annual consultations with organizations involved in Christian ele-
mentary and secondary education, and in seeing to it that regional
conferences include a track that will be of interest and assistance to
those involved in the training ofChristian teachers.

Finally, for a number ofyears,there was a discussion about the pos-
sibility of establishing either a Reformed University of North

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus

continued on page 12



TAIPEI, TAIWAN—The rapid expansion of Christian Higher
Education (CHE) in an increasingly global world propelled the agen-
da of the 3rd Asia/Oceania regional IAPCHE conference. For four
days, 66 delegates from 13 countries gathered around the theme
“Christian Higher Education and Globalization in Asia/Oceania:
Realities and Challenges.” Christ’s College hosted the event near
Taipei City, Taiwan,May 3-6,2008.

Globalization and contextualization often pull Christians in higher
education in different directions. How do Christian scholars
approach the tasks of“seeking the welfare” of the city and “teach-
ing the nations”? What are the problems and possibilities opened by
the increasingly global environment? This IAPCHE regional confer-
ence provided an opportunity to explore such questions.

Bong Ho Son,President ofDongduk Women’s University in Seoul,
gave the opening plenary lecture,noting the dangers of globalization
when based on a materialist worldview. However, he reminded dele-
gates that even in the challenging contexts faced by Christian educa-
tors in Asia/Oceania,where failure seems likely,the Lord will accom-
plish his purposes.

Subsequent conversations divided into three areas:(1) Christian
higher education in contexts of cultural and religious diversity; (2)
Serving Christian education at the elementary and secondary levels;
and (3) The academic mission to marginalized peoples. Delegates
engaged papers from around the region.

Track 1: Christian higher education in contexts of
cultural and religious diversity
This track was facilitated by Ken Gnanakan,(India).Phe Seng Kang
(Hong Kong) spoke on believing and professing in contexts of diver-
sity;Premalatha Dinakarlal (India) addressed the prospects and prob-

lems of CHE in the religiously diverse context of India; Sander
Griffioen (the Netherlands) addressed diversity from the perspective
of another region,one which has rapidly become more diverse in
recent years;Peter Tze-Ming Ng (Hong Kong) addressed the com-
peting influences ofglobalization and nationalism and the implica-
tions for CHE in northeast Asia;and Samson Nessiah (India) delved
into Christian witnessing through medical education in pluralistic
Indian society. Responses were given by Yasunori Ichikawa (Japan),
Jack Lee (Taiwan),Maher Spurgeon (India),Judia Chi (Taiwan),and
Jonathan Trisna (Indonesia).

In Track 1 discussions, delegates agreed that while Christianity
remains a minority religion in nearly every country of the region,
Christian higher education institutions are appropriate places for
Christian witness, whether in friendly or hostile contexts. Diversity
was considered from various perspectives;it was agreed that while
contextual diversity can be celebrated,there is to be no compromise
of the truth within the diversities offaith.Some noted the need to
understand one's own cultural distinctives in the face ofglobalization
and plurality and discussed “glocalization,” a blending ofglobal and
local awareness. While a number ofcountries are getting caught up
in global trends, a proper understanding oflocalization is crucial to
their survival.

Examining the history of educational and medical mission work in
pluralistic settings raised a number of questions:What makes a
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Taiwan Conference

Conference delegates came from the following countries:
Australia, Bangladesh,China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Myanmar, the Netherlands, Philippines, South Korea,
Taiwan, and the United States. Delegates from Nepal,
Pakistan, and Papua New Guinea were unable to attend due
to inability to obtain a visa for Taiwan.

Dr. Bong Ho Son (South Korea) opened the conference.

Dr. Nic k Lantinga joined the Christ’s College 
faculty choir in the Sunday worship service.

Christ’s College students provided valuable assistance in many ways,
not the least ofwhich was time keeping.



Track 3: The academic mission to marginalized peo -
ples
This track was facilitated by J. Dinakarlal (India),IAPCHE’s regional
director. The main paper by David Lim (Philip-pines) set the tone,
stressing that the mission ofChristian Higher Education should not
be confined to analyzing social problems and issues but should aim at
changing our broken world into a better society where God’s love and
justice prevail. The paper pleaded for a curriculum that is holistic,
contextual and empowered with a pedagogy that is emancipatory
through dialogic learning that is simple, relational,practical,contextu-
al and participatory.

Using Scott Christian College as a model,Linda Primlyn (India) spoke
on service and extension activities as Christian mission.When
Susheila Williams (India) presented her response, there was a heated
discussion on the responsibility ofChristian institutions on establish-
ing gender equality.

That issue also receive attention in the presentation by Bena Jothy
(India) which traced the role of Women’s Christian College in
empowering women and the marginalized.Jothy noted that the early

The papers addressed a rich variety ofthemes. Delegates discussed
historical backgrounds, illuminating how education came to be what
it is today. Pratap C. Gine’s paper on schooling in Bangladesh was one
excellent example. The role ofworldviews and philosophical perspec-
tive was ably articulated in the helpful typology of schools presented
by Richard Edlin (USA).Mrinalini David (India) effectively summa-
rized a paper by Beulah Jeyaseeli (India) which described the calling,
goals, and content ofChristian education. These were affirmed by
Paul Yu (South Korea).The governance and structure of education-
al systems were outlined in the presentation of Vimala Punithakumar
(India).Serita Christina David (India) addressed pedagogy, explaining
how teachers should teach in Christian schools. Der-Jun Sun (Taiwan)
contributed an exciting multiple intelligence model to the discussion.
Elizabeth Thomas (India) reminded delegates that Christian schools
should welcome all students and urged the elimination of all traces of
elitism.Charles Hale (USA) examined ways Christian higher educa-
tion can relate to elementary and secondary schooling. All of the
papers addressed cultural contexts, such as the impact ofglobaliza-
tion,secularism,commodification,and government authority, expos-
ing the challenges faced in Asia/Ocea-nia.The paper by Ishak
Wonohadidjojo (Indonesia),for example, deftly described the impact
of globalization in Indonesia.

Delegates complained ofone problem in Track 2: time constraints.
“There was not enough time for sustained,communal reflection,”
reported facilitator Van Dyk.In spite ofthis, delegates were encour-
aged by the evidence that the Lord is at work in Christian education
in Asia and Oceania,and, for that matter, everywhere else in the
world.Van Dyk summarized the consensus:“In spite ofthe seeming-
ly overwhelming odds, the Spirit ofGod is leading, even spurring us
on,and,as a result,Christian schooling does make a difference.”
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Christian institution Christian? Do students really know our vision as
CHE institutions? Does attending a Christian institution make one a
better Christian? Should we make “Christian”activities mandatory?
Are CHE institutions channels ofevangelism? What is the difference
between Christian and non-Christian faculty? Is there such as thing as
Christian scholarship? How can we integrate the gospel into curricu-
lum?

Participants from hostile contexts were encouraged by the evidence
that faith has flourished even in places that were antagonistic or
where Christians were in the minority. They noted the need for fac-
ulty to use any curriculum,not just “Christian”texts, to proclaim and
demonstrate the gospel and to develop programs that can be sus-
tained even in non-Christians contexts.

Track 2: Serving Christian education at the elemen -
tary and secondary levels
This track was facilitated by John Van Dyk (USA).Parents in many
countries are increasingly turning to non-government schools, includ-
ing Christian schools, for their children.Track 2 sessions sought to
answer the question,“What are the needs ofthese institutions and
how can Christian higher education assist in their development?”

The local hosting committee included T. J. Tseng (team
leader),Jonathan Lin (co-coordinator, resident manager),
Paul Chi (co-coordinator, on-site announcer, interpreter),
Der-Jun Sun (reception/ser vice team leader, alternate on-site
announcer, interpreter), Julie Shen (program coordinator,
recording, equipments, time keeping), Kevin Pei (logistics),
David Tan (logistics), David Yang (worship, excursion),
Vincent Lin (public relation), Gloria Hu (public relation), I-
Hsin Chang (publication), Kudy Shiang (publication), Angel
Liang (accounting), Nancy Tang (accounting).

Delegates enjoyed the banquet,compliments of the city of Taipei.

Delegates were welcomed by the city of Taipei.
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missionaries ofthe London Missionary Society realized the necessity
of empowering women in order to accomplish any meaningful social
transformations and thus gave primary importance to education,
especially for women. In his response, David Ngun Peng Lian
(Myanmar) stressed the need for practical application of Christian
love,the discouragement ofthose living under persecution,and the
positive roll of Christian professors in promoting justice.

Douglas Jue (Philippines) focused on partnerships between financial-
ly poor and rich institutions as a way of upgrading marginalized the-
ological education in the Philippines. He suggested strategies like
sharing faculty, guest speakers,and spiritual projects in campuses and
churches. In his response, Youngsup Kim (Korea) said students
should be given opportunities to strengthen bonds ofpartnership by
providing services for their sponsors and the community.

Lizette F. Knight (Philippines) made a very moving presentation on
the plight of children living in poverty and the implications for
Christian educators.In response, M.J. Selvadas (India) concluded that
Christian educators have the prime responsibility ofaddressing them-
selves to holistic transformation of the society.

Track 3 participants agreed that Christian higher education has a very
special responsibility in the A/O r egion,where societies are multicul-
tural, multi-religious, and the majority ofthe people are poor. As
IAPCHE A/O r egion plans its strategies for future activities it must
strive to meet the challenges posed by the needs ofthe marginalized:
children, women,victims of unjust regimes and those who suffer
utter poverty.

Delegates reiterated this need when they completed their conference
evaluations. Under “suggestions for future conference themes,” they
listed empowerment of women,children's and women's rights, edu-
cation for life and livelihood,human rights, healthcare in undevel-
oped countries, and peace and justice issues, as well as postmod-
ernism,environmental issues, and the role of the church in education.

A small group session allowed delegates from similar contexts to dis-
cuss their common challenges. Several half-hour sessions were devot-
ed to the Research Expo, which featured 15 delegates who brought
poster presentations and briefly discussed their work.

The conference schedule also included time for worship and relax-
ation. The local hosting committee planned the Sunday worship ser-
vice and asked the Indian delegates to plan Monday’s service and the
Korean delegates to plan Tuesday’s service. For diversion,delegates
were able to visit the Taipei City Council,where they enjoyed an ele-
gant banquet and received gifts. They also visited the tallest office
building in the world, the Taipei 101.The last evening’s program
included Chinese opera, aboriginal dance and song, music by Ken

The Regional Conference Committee was made up of
Bridget Aitchison (Australia), J.Dinakarlal (India), Nic k
Lantinga (USA),David Lim (Philippines), Anne Maatman
(USA), Bong Ho Son (South Korea),Susheila Williams
(India), and T. J. Tseng (Taiwan).

IAPCHE Taipei 2008 group photo

Aboriginal dancers were part of the cultural evening.
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Gnanakan,and personalized gifts for all the delegates.

Christ’s College faculty and administration provided fine assistance to
the delegates and displayed tremendous flexibility and professional-
ism in conducting this conference. Meetings and lodging were at the
Chien Tan Overseas Youth Activities Center, a peaceful five-acre
campus about a 50-minute drive from the Taipei international airport.

When delegates asked if there would be an opportunity to see the
Christ’s College’s campus, the hosting committee re-arranged things
so that the last afternoon and evening could be on their campus. This
involved transporting everyone there and changing meal arrange-
ments. Delegates enjoyed the opportunity to walk around the cam-
pus--an amazing green space in the midst ofthe concrete city.

Following reports by the three
track facilitators, Quentin
Nantz, interim President of
Christ’s College,concluded the
conference by considering
“The Way Forward.” Central to
his closing keynote was the
Biblical image of the mustard
seed which, though tiny to
begin with,grows dramatically.
By remembering “who we are
and whose we are,” Christian
higher education cansupport,
in the words of Sidney Yates,
“the whole church taking the
whole gospel to the whole
world.”

Delegates found the content and networking opportunities helpful.
Peter Ravikumar, a first-time delegate representing Tamil Nadu
Theological Seminary, wrote, “It is good to know that I have strong
team members (IAPCHE) to support my Christian vision to be real-
ized in India.I will proceed with courage.”

You can find videos and pictures of the
Taipei conference at

http://www .iapche.org/taipei.htm.

Dr. Quentin Nantz (Taiwan) closed
the conference.

Delegates posed in front of the exhibition hall 
at Chien Tan Oversees Youth Activities Center.

New New New

Read the first edition of the Asia/Oceania Contact . J.
Dinakarlal is the editor of this regional newsletter. This

issue, and others to come, can be found at
http://www .iapche.org/contact.htm.

Delegates enjoyed their meals in pleasant surroundings.

Asia/Oceania Council Meeting
TAIPEI, TAIWAN—The Asia/Oceania Regional Council met with
the IAPCHE directors during the regional conference at the Chien
Tan Youth Center on May 4,2008.The council accepted a report
with gratitude from Dr. J. Dinakarlal of his activities since his
appointment as regional director on February 1.Dr. Nick Lantinga
expressed appreciation to Dinakarlal for his ministry, on behalfof
the IAPCHE board.

The council encouraged Dinakarlal to pursue a Faculty Enrichment
Program for the South Asian region co-sponsored by IAPCHE and
the Student Christian Movement India (SCMI) in November 2008 in
Bangalore. Initial proposal is to plan for 40 delegates, 20 invited by
SCMI and 20 by IAPCHE.

The council expressed gratitude to Mrs.Mrinalini David and her staff
at CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Sciences for their assis-
tance to prepare the first issue ofthe Asia/Oceania Contact.Plans
are to prepare four issues per year of this electronic newsletter. A
paper copy of the first issue was distributed to delegates at the
Taiwan conference. Download the color version at
http://www.iapche.org/Asia-Oceania-1.pdf.

The council resolves to consider the offers of Bethel Seminary
(Indonesia) and Kosin University (South Korea) to host the next con-
ference in the Asia/Oceania region, in consultation with the
IAPCHE board.

The council asked Dinakarlal and Lantinga to prepare a budget for
next year for their approval, as well as approval by the IAPCHE
board.

The current officers and members agree to continue to serve until the
next meeting. Members in attendance were T. J. Tseng (chair), J.
Dinakarlal (director),David Lim (secretary),Peter Ng, and Bong-Ho
Son.Other council members are Bridget Aitchison,Mrinalini David,
Hisakazu Inagaki,and Ira Hasan.



Nguru succeeds van der Walt as advisor
Rev.Prof. Godfrey M.Nguru has been named advisor for the Africa
Region,succeeding Dr. Bennie van der Walt on his retirement from
the position.Nguru has been involved in education development at
all levels, from informal community schools and early childhood edu-
cation to theological, university, and Christian higher education.
Currently the Vice-Chancellor ofDaystar University in Kenya,
Nguru has also served as Principal at St.Paul’s United Theological
College and Chair ofEnvironmental Education at Kenyatta
University.

Nguru’s experience includes chairing the
board of African Theological Initiative
and serving on the boards of the Oxford
Centre for Mission Studies, the Kenya
Institute of Education, Pan African
Christian College,and St.Marks Teachers
College. He is a graduate of Makerere
University, and holds an Ed.S. and Ed.D.
in Educational Administration Planning
and Curriculum Development from the
University of Tennessee (Knoxville,
USA).The author ofseveral articles and
book chapters, Nguru has presented
papers both locally and internationally.He
and his wife,Prof. Faith Nguru,have six children and three grandchil-
dren.Both have been members of IAPCHE for many years.

Of his term as advisor, Bennie van der Walt writes, “For myselfit was
sometimes a difficult but mostly a rich and rewarding task to serve as
IAPCHE's adviser for Africa.I am glad that the work on our, in many
ways, still bleeding continent will be continued by a man like Godfrey
Nguru. I have known him for almost twenty years and we have
worked closely together in many cases. He is a gifted man ofintegri-
ty with a burning vision for Christian education.”

“Godfrey, may the following be true of both your own life and
IAPCHE's endeavours on our sometimes dark continent:‘The path
of the righteous is like the first gleam ofdawn,shining ever brighter
till the full light ofday’ (Proverbs 4:18).”

Godfrey Nguru, Vice-
Chancellor, Daystar
University, Kenya

A F R I C A R E G I O N

Objectives
The main aim ofthis conference is to raise awareness ofthe need for
Christian higher education in Southern Africa. The conference will
therefore have the following as its objectives:
- To produce a declaration of intent that speaks a collective consen-

sus with regard to Christian higher education and teacher training;
- To forge collaboration between institutions ofhigher learning

regarding curriculum design at the tertiary level;
- To discuss methods and modes ofin-service training for Christian

teachers in both public and private schools.

Speakers and topics
- Opening address:Raising the flag ofChristian higher education in Southern

Africa: Derrick Mashau (North West University, RSA)
- Keynote Address:Global trends in Christian schooling and teachers’train-

ing: Moira Chimombo (Malawi)
- Trends in Christian schooling and teacher’s training in developing countries:

Elaine Botha (Redeemer University College,Canada)
- Pan African reflection/comment on global trends in Christian schooling and

teacher training: Godfrey Nguru (Daystar University, Kenya)
- Critical reflection on Christian schooling and teacher training from a Southern

Africa perspective: Samson Makhado (Association of Christian
Schools International.,RSA)

- Theological training and the role ofthe church with regard to Christian school-
ing: John Scholtz (Harvest Institute, RSA)

- Technical challenges ofwriting higher education curriculum (a special focus on
the need for teacher development in terms ofwhole school improvement): Sue
Westraad (Delta Foundation, RSA)

- Implications ofChristian higher education in the light ofthe South African
constitution and education policies: Christo Landman (Commissioner of
human rights and cultural minorities, RSA)

- Closing address:The Future ofChristian higher education in Southern
Africa: Gavin Brettenny (Harvest Institute, RSA)

The conference fee of R200 includes registration and meals.
Accommodation is free for the first 100 delegates to register,
courtesy of Nor th West University-Potchefstroom. Information
regarding other options ofaccommodation is available from the
organizers of the conference upon request.

For registration (due by July 1,2008) or more information, contact
one of the following:
- Mrs.Linda Styger: (018) 299-1786 or10061290@nwu.ac.za
- Mr. Gavin Brettenny:bretteny@intekom.co.za or

gavinbrettenny@harvest.co.za
- Prof. Derrick Mashau:(018) 299-1848 or10898328@nwu.ac.za

Southern Africa Conference 
continued from page 1
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Nor th West University, Potchefstroom campus, South Africa

Peace for Kenya

Last issue we noted some ofthe efforts our members made for rec-
onciliation.There is now a small but powerful booklet available that
pushes for constructive reforms in Kenya.

Contact the CPCHEA office at director@cpcm-kenya.org
Reimburse for postage:Kshs.100

Material in the document may be reproduced freely subject to the
conditions on  the inside cover page.
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Plan to Join April Conference

deal with all kinds ofpeople with due respect,also in their faith.This
appears to be at odds with the claims ofthe universality and unique-
ness that has characterized traditional Christianity. We will explore the
relationship between the universal claim of the gospel and the funda-
mental pluralism in our societies.

At the same time, recognition of the force of spirituality in Christian
professions tells us that traditional Christianity is not only political
theology. The Christian faith has a message for all of life and the
whole of life in many stations of life. Faith wants to express itselfin
common life;everyday life,as carried out by professionals, requires a
basis for commitment and for perseverance.

In this context, it is helpful to realise that people function in different
roles;in addition to being a professional one can be married,be a
mother, a church member, etc. What is the meaning and the impact
of the Christian faith in each of these roles and can that be different
for different roles? Christians in many professions are rediscovering
their profile of what it means to be Christian professionals in a plu-
ralistic society.

What does all this mean for Christian higher education? How can we
(help students to) bridge the gap between Christian thinking and pro-
fessional practice? In other words, more closely to educational prac-
tice, what special competencies would Christian students need to per-
form well as Christian professionals?

Conference Speakers
The conference committee has invited several individuals to speak on
the above subject.Those who have already accepted include Dr. J.
Chaplin,Prof. Dr. S.Holthaus, Prof. Dr. P.Nullens, and Prof. Dr. H.
Jochemsen.The schedule will include several thematic sessions and
workshops, and the organizing committee aims to incorporate stu-
dent input in the program as well, since they are the future profes-
sionals we are educating in Christian higher education.A cultural pro-
gram will allow participants to meet in an informal setting.

Regional IAPCHE conferences are designed to address the opportu-
nities and challenges of individual members in the region,but dele-
gates from all countries ofthe world are welcome. Hosting institu-

tions are the Christian University for applied sciences in Ede (CU),
the Reformed University for applied sciences in Zwolle (RU),
Driestar University for applied sciences in Gouda (DU) and the
Protestant Theological University of The Netherlands with locations
in Kampen,Utrecht, and Leiden (PTU).

Conference committee members are Dr. Henk Jochemsen (CU),Dr.
Pieter Vos (RU), Dr. Leo Koffeman (PTU) Drs. Bram de Muynck
(DU), Dr. Johan Hegeman (CU),Mrs.Gertie Gijsbertsen (CU),Mrs.
Aloïsa Loonstra (RU), Mrs. Lydia Hamelink (CU),Mr. Piet Booij
(DU) and Mrs.Suzan de With (RU).

Plan now to participate. Conference updates will be posted at
http://www.iapche.org and will be published in Contact. To request a
concept-program,email Mrs. Lydia Hamelink at ldhamelink@che.nl.
For more information on Beukenhof Conference Center, see
http://www.beukenhof.nl.

continued from page 1

Beukenhof Conference Center, the Netherlands 
Location for “Bridging the Gap”

IAPCHE Conference Proceedings

Coming soon:
Christian Higher Education in Global Context
2006 International Conference:Nicaragua

Recent releases:
Christian Responses to Asian Challenges:
A Glocalization View on Christian Higher
Education in East Asia
2007 In celebration of the 55th anniversary of Chung Chi
College:Hong Kong — 553 pp.

Civil Society: East and West
2005 Regional Conference:Russia — 273 pp.

Christian Higher Education in Asia/Oceania: 
Moving Towards A New Vision
2005 Regional Conference:India — 128 pp.

Also available:
Educação e Justiça na América Latina
2004 Regional Conference:Brazil — 171 pp. (in Spanish and Portuguese)

Higher education in XXI Century Russian Culture: 
A Christian Perspective 
1999 Regional Conference:Russia — 276 pp. (in English and Russian)

Educando Como Cristiana en el Siglo XXI 
1999 Regional Conference:Costa Rica — 236 pp. (in Spanish)

Presencia Cristiana en el Mundo Academico
2002 Regional Conference:Ecuador — 302 pp. (in Spanish)

Challenges for Christian Higher Education in the 21st
Century
2000 International Conference:USA — 333 pp.

Contact the IAPCHE office at iapche@dordt.edu;$10 a copy.
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When reflecting on Lotter and Larney’s paper, “The Parental Role in
Establishing Christian Values as the Starting Point of Kingdom
Citizenship in a (South) African Context,” I was struck by the con-
trasting situation between the South African and the Latin American
evangelical context. Today, corruption rules in many government
offices. In some countries, drug trafficking is encysted inside law
enforcement departments; violence is spreading through gangs;
homes are disintegrated either because one ofthe parents emigrated
to the US to work, leaving their children with close relatives, or
because parents were murdered due to their involvement with gangs
or drug traffickers,or because a stray bullet reaped their lives. Any of
these situations break the “parents-children values transmission”
mentioned by Larney and Lotter.

Usually, the evangelical church is dedicated to preach the Gospel,
attacking the effects and not the causes. The Gospel’s power to
restore alcoholics, drug addicts, and murderers is undeniable. But in
our present context, much of the violence has roots in disintegrated
homes.

This essay shows two graphic models of(1) how the relations of an
average church member are in a vertical dimension ofdependence
and (2) how these relations should be arranged in order to attack the
sources ofviolence and corruption.

Inside the Pentecostal context, consciously or unconsciously, most
pastors have adopted the following model for the transmission of
moral values:

God

Church

Family

Job

Larney and Lotter discuss both vertical and horizontal dimensions.
This graphic presents only the vertical one, because ofthe depen-
dence that one dimension has on the other. First,God is the center
and reason for our lives (Deuteronomy 6:5,Acts 3:5,Hebrews 12:2).
Second is the church. Using Hebrews 10:25,pastors teach believers
about the importance offaithful church attendance. Weekends and
free time are reserved for the church — participating in retreats,
receiving Biblical instruction,discipleship ofnew believers,praying,
distributing pamphlets, etc. (Matthew 23:4),in such a way that
spouse, children,and home become secondary.Finally,the job is least
important in a believer’s life.If your job makes it difficult for you to
attend church, you must leave it for another one that allows you to
glorify the Lord! 

Practically, the believer is encouraged to be a true Christian in the
church, for the church and by the church, because the Lord Jesus has
“chosen us to be...for Him”(Ephesians 1:4).

In this way,pastors usurp,with or without intention,the parents’role
as value transmitters. In this context, it is not strange to see that the
marriages of many leaders and pastors fall in disgrace because they
do not dedicate time to their wives (1 Cor. 7:3),thus falling in infideli-
ty. Cases like these happen continuously.Some have produced a scan-
dal in the Christian community and others have passed unnoticed.
For the common believer, this situation has become normal, simply
because he cannot understand it,much less know how to solve it.

If we change the order, this situation would nitoceably improve.

God

Family

Job 

Church

According to Larney & Lotter, “the family context in significant
ways is the foundation on which a child’s life and worldview is built.
The firmer that foundation on the basis offaith in God,the more
secure a child will feel regarding his or her faith.”

In other words, the family must teach their child about God and the
first familial pastor must be the father or mother in that family, not
the church’s pastor. This will motivate parents to teach not only
through example, but also through their lifestyle, by living out the val-
ues ofthe kingdom,and by dedicating time to their spouse and chil-
dren in the spiritual as much as in the material sphere.Second,the job
is very important for sustaining the home and providing resources
such as food,clothing, school,and medical care for family members.
Likewise, it is very important that we not only witness about God’s
faithfulness and our faithfulness to the church, but also that we wit-
ness about our faithfulness to our family and our spouse! (Matthew
5:14-16) Finally, the last place would be occupied for the church as a
center of“religious socialization.”

Following this model would counteract the wave of violence and cor-
ruption that affects this country,not only at the government level but
also at the business and individual level.

Sadly,many pastors usurp the role of parents in values transmission,
because they are interested in seizing the lives of people and even
their possessions (Matthew 20:25-26),through manipulation of the
freedom that Jesus Christ has given to us (John 8:32).

Educate to Transmit Moral Values
by Prof. Minor Alberto Cardona Escobar
University del Valle de Guatemala,Guatemala

Intr oduction

At IAPCHE's 2006 International Conference in Nicaragua,George Lotter
and Tom Larney delivered a paper examining "the characteristics and
nature of the process oftransmitting moral, ethical,and religious values
from parents to children." Their work on the transmission ofvalues with-
in the family suggested both horizontal and vertical dimensions. However,
they also emphasized the larger social context in which family's function,
including "philosophical trends and traditions, psychological theories, time-
determined attitudes and social conditions." Lotter and Larney also exam-
ined the parent-educator task several perspectives, and emphasized the crit-
ical effects ofmodeling and worldview formation for the transmission of
values to their children.Although Lotter and Larney reflect from within
the South African and African context, they recognized the need to think
through the relevance oftheir discussion in other contexts.

Minor Cardona,operating within the Guatemalan and Latin American
contexts contextualizes the discussion and also adds some interesting com-
ments regarding the diffusion ofvalues through the Church. We offer this
installment ofthe CHE Forum as yet another way to demonstrate the
importance ofinter-cultural thinking within our common Christian world-
view.
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I would like to suggest the following reflections for Christian teach-
ers:
1. Education starts at home
2. At school,teachers should not assume the parental role.
3. In the horizontal dimension,described in Larney and Lotter’s paper,

teachers should establish a relationship with students that builds
them up spiritually and morally, in order to guide their behavior in
accordance to the faith in Jesus Christ (1Thessalonians 5:14)

4.The true function ofa teacher, besides facilitating knowledge,is to
facilitate learning; not only in the scientific aspect,but also in the
moral and spiritual aspects.

5. Honestydoes not need to be an ethicsclass not demanded in any
other classes. For example, it is important to remember that refus-
ing to extend an assignment’s due date could bring the following
risks:learning for the sake of learning, without a purpose;cheating
when doing homework; not reinforcing values learned at home.
This devaluates the true purpose ofa relationship in which the stu-
dent is supposed to be the subjectand not the objectof learning (1
John 2:9-14;4:7-8).

Al reflexionar sobre el artículo presentado por Larney y Lotter de
Potchefstroom, me impresiona lo contrastante con el contexto
evangélico latinoamericano (véase el recuadro de la izquierda).Hoy se
vive una corrupción imperante en las esferas del gobierno, en algunos
países  elnarcotráfico se ha enquistado en los cuerpos de seguridad y
justicia,violencia generalizada con las narco-pandillas, hogares desin-
tegrados porque uno de los padres han emigrado a Estados Unidos a
trabajar y han dejado a sus hijos con familiares cercanos, o porque
alguno de los padres han sido asesinados por involucrarse en el nar-
cotráfico o las maras, o por alguna bala perdida que les segó la vida.
Cualquiera de estas situaciones, rompe la “transmisión de valores
padres-hijos”mencionada por Larney y Lotter.

La iglesia evangélica se dedica a evangelizar. Ataca los efectos y no las
causas. Es innegable el poder del Evangelio para restaurar alcohólicos,
drogadictos, asesinos, etc., pero en el caso de la violencia actual,
mucha tiene sus causas en hogares desintegrados.

Este ensayo presenta un modelo gráfico de cómo son las relaciones
desde una dimensión vertical de dependencia,para un miembro
común y corriente y cómo debieran ser para atacar las causas de esa
fuente de violencia y corrupción.

Dentro del contexto evangélico Pentecostal,inconsciente o conscien-
temente la mayoría de Pastores ha adoptado el siguiente modelo para
la transmisión de los valores morales:

Dios

Iglesia

Familia

Trabajo

Larney y Lotter hablan de una dimensión vertical y una horizontal.El
esquema muestra sólo la vertical,por la dependencia que una tiene de
otra.En primer lugar está Dios, como centro y razón de ser de nues-
tras vidas (Deut.6:5,Hechos 3:5,Hebreos 12:2).En segundo lugar
está la iglesia (Hebreos 10:25).Con este pasaje bíblico los pastores le
inculcan a los creyentes la importancia de asistir fielmente a la iglesia.
Los feriados y fines de semana están reservados para la iglesia:asistir
a retiros, recibir instrucción bíblica,discipular creyentes recién con-
vertidos, hacer vigilias, ir a repartir tratados, etc. (Mateo 23:4) de
modo que los hijos, la esposa y el hogar, ocupan un lugar secundario.
Finalmente, el trabajo es lo menos importante. Si éste le impide asis-
tir a la iglesia,debe dejarlo por otro que le permita glorificar al Señor!

Prácticamente, al creyente se le estimula a ser creyente de verdad en
la iglesia,para la iglesia y por la iglesia,debido a que el Señor Jesús nos
“escogió para que fuésemos...para El”(Ef. 1:4).

Los Pastores usurpan intencionalmente o no, consciente o incon-
scientemente, el papel de transmisores de valores de los padres de

Educa para transmitir los valores
morales

Intr oducción

Al Congreso Internacional de IAPCHE en 2006 en Nicaragua,George
Lotter y Tom Larney dieron un papel examinando “la función de los
padres en establecer los valores cristianos como el punto de partida de la
ciudadanía del Reino en un contexto (Sur) Africano.” Su trabajo con el
trasmisión de valores dentro de la familia sugirió dimensiones horizontales
y verticales. Sin embargo,también enfatizaron el contexto social mayor en
que la función de la familia,incluyendo <<tendencias y tradiciones filosó-
ficos, teorias psicológicas, actitudes determinado por tiempo y condiciones
sociales>>.Lotter y Larney también examinaron la tarea de los padres y
educadores, unos perspectivas, y enfatizaron los efectos criticales de mod-
elar y formar un visto del mundo para la trasmisión de valores a sus niños.
Aunque Lotter y Larney reflexionaron dentro de los contextos africanos y
surafricanos, reconocieron la necesidad de considerar la relevancia de su
tema en más contextos.

Minor Cardona,quien opera dentro de los contextos guatemaltecos y lati-
noamericanos, contextualice el tema y añade alunos comentarios intere-
santes con respeto al disperso de valores a través de la iglesia.Ofrecemos
esta parte del Foro CHE como otra manera para demostrar la importancia
de una menta entre-culturas dentro de nuestro punto de vista cristian que
tenemos en común.

In the last issue, we inaugurated CHE Forum, which is designed to assist our members to reflect on the implications of our Christian world-
view for our task as educators. We invite similar essays and/or responses that focus on the practice ofteaching from a Christian perspective.
For subsequent issues ofContact, submit essays of approximately 900 words to iapche@dordt.edu.

por Prof. Minor Alberto Cardona Escobar
Universidad del Valle de Guatemala,Guatemala

IAPCHE Promotional DVD

Nick Lantinga introduces IAPCHE and its mission in this 3-
minute video. It shows him sweeping the porch outside his little

home office in Sioux Center, Iowa,yet talking up this remarkable,
far-flung network of Christian scholars! He demonstrates the
international aspect by showing the countries where IAPCHE

conferences haev been held and the board members and advisors
from IAPCHE’s five regions.

View the video at www.iapche.org or e-mail iapche@dordt.edu to
request that a DVD be sent to you.
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familia.En este contexto, no es extraño ver que el matrimonio de
muchos líderes y pastores cae en desgracia,debido a que nunca le
dedican tiempo a su esposa (1 Cor. 7:3) por la infidelidad en que caen.

Los casos se suscitan de manera interminable. Algunos han causado
revuelo, otros pasan desapercibidos. Para el creyente común esta
situación se ha vuelto normal, simplemente porque no alcanza a
entenderla ni mucho menos cómo solucionarla.

Si cambiamos el orden,la situación mejoraría ostensiblemente.

Dios

Familia

Trabajo

Iglesia

De acuerdo a Larney & Lotter, “en el contexto familiar existen bases
sobre las que la vida y cosmovisión del niño se construyen y cuánto
más firme sea esa base fundada en la fe en Dios, más seguro se sen-
tirá el niño en cuanto a su fe.”

De modo que la primera Iglesia debe ser en sí misma el Hogar y el
primer pastor o pastora de su hogar, debe ser el padre o madre de
familia y no el pastor de la iglesia.Esto motivará a que el padre o
madre de familia,realmente enseñe no sólo con ejemplo sino con su
estilo de vida,a través de la vivencia de los valores del reino, dedique
tiempo a su esposa o a su esposo, a sus hijos(as),tanto en lo espiritu-
al como en lo material.En segundo lugar, el trabajo es importante
para el sostenimiento del hogar: provee los recursos para la ali-
mentación,el vestuario, pago de estudios de los niños (as),atención
y cuidado médico de cualquier miembro de la familia y, es muy
importante que en el trabajo se dé testimonio no sólo de fidelidad a
Dios, a la iglesia,sino a la familia y sobre todo a la esposa.Mateo
5:14-16.Finalmente, en último lugar estaría la iglesia,como centro de
“socialización religiosa”.

Con este modelo se contrarrestaría enormemente la ola de violencia
y corrupción que afecta este país, no sólo a nivel de gobierno sino a
nivel de empresarios y de personas individuales.

Los pastores usurpan el papel de los padres de familia en la trans-
misión de valores, porque les interesa el enseñoramiento que puedan
ejercer sobre las personas y las vidas de las personas e incluso sus
bienes (Mateo 20:25-26) a través de la manipulación de la libertad que
Jesucristo nos ha dado (Juan 8:32).

Me gustaría sugerir las siguientes reflexiones para los maestros cris-
tianos:
1.La primera escuela es el hogar.
2.En la escuela,no deben asumir la figura de los padres.
3. Desde la dimensión horizontal,deben establecer con los estudiantes

una relación que contribuya a edificarlos espiritual y moramente, de
modo que oriente su conducta de acuerdo a la Fe en Cristo Jesús
(1ª.Tesal.5:14).

4. La verdadera función de un docente, además de facilitar
conocimientos, es de facilitar aprendizajesno sólo en el aspecto cien-
tífico, moral y espiritual.

5. La honestidad, no necesita ser clase de eticapara no exigirla en
cualquier asignatura. Recordar que la intransigencia en la prórroga
de la fecha de entrega de los trabajos conlleva los  riesgos de:apren-

der por aprender; cometer fraudesen las tareas;no reforzar los val-
ores aprendidos en el hogar. Lo cual desvirtúa el verdadero
propósito de la relación en que el estudiante es el sujetoy no elobje-
tode aprendizaje (1ª.Juan 2:9-14;4:7-8).

America (RUNA) or an International Reformed University (IRU).
When neither ofthese possibilities materialized,it was decided that
consideration be given to the development ofa Christian Academic
Studies Certificate (CASC).12 More recently, a Steering Committee
has developed a program consisting ofcourses in five categories,13

designed to help Christian educators fulfill their callings in a more
integrally Christian way.

Obviously,Conference 2000,viewed in light ofsubsequent develop-
ments, marked a crucial,important point in the history of IAPCHE.

1 Contact, March 2008,p. 3
2 IAPCHE Board Meeting, August 12 and 17,2000
3 IAPCHE Board Meeting, August 12 and 17,2000
4 Contact, March 2008,p. 3
5 IAPCHE Board Meeting, June 12, 2001. Association of

Presbyterian Colleges and Universities (APCU),Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU),International Institute
for Christian Studies (IICS),and International Forum of
Associations of Christian Higher Education (IFACHE).

6 IAPCHE Board Meeting, June 12,2001,Article 8
7 “Long-Range Plan for IAPCHE, 2001-2010,” Organization,

Objective 3
8 “Long-Range Plan,2001-2010,” Organization, Objective 4
9 “Long-Range Plan,2001-2010”Projects
10 “Long-Range Plan,2001-2010”Projects, Objective 1
11 “Long-Range Plan,2001-2010”Projects, Objective 2
12 “Long-Range Plan,2001-2010”Projects, Objective 3
13 1) Christian Worldview Studies, 2) History and Sociology of

Christian Thought, 3) Contours of Christian Philosophy, 4)
Christian Perspectives on Scholarship and Teaching, and 5)
Disciplinary/Interdisciplinary Perspectives.

continued from page 3
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REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE w ho advise the

Secretariat regarding regional developments.

Africa Region - Prof. Godfrey Nguru
Vice-Chancellor, Daystar University 

vc@daystar.ac.ke

Asia/Oceania Region - Dr. Bong Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University

bongsonnl@yahoo.com

Europe Region - Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

rector@srph.ru

Latin America Region - Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
smrooy@aol.com

North America Region - Dr. Richard Gathro
Assistant to the President,Dean,Nyack College

richard.gathro@nyack.edu
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Consultation Reports Demonstrate Commitment to Christian Education

Regent University conducts graduate education in Africa and Brazil.
Some, such as Redeemer University College and Trinity Christian
College,are encouraging their education graduates to teach overseas.
Seattle Pacific University students have opportunities to serve in
overseas schools in Guatemala and Zimbabwe.Corban College hopes
to establish connections with overseas K-12 schools interested in
hosting pre-service teachers and education faculty for short-term vis-
its. All of the schools are providing teacher training, and many,
including the Instituto Libre de México de Estudios Supériores,
Dordt, Calvin,and Trinity Western University, provide many services
to local Christian schools.

Fourteen educational organizations/associations also gave reports.
Their programs varied,as did their scope, some focusing on one area
of the world, and others on networking among areas. Conferences,
such as those organized by the European Educators’ Christian
Association,play a role in the work of most.Some are providing con-
tinuing or graduate teacher education via distance learning, such as
the National Institute for Christian Education (Australia). The
Association of Christian Schools International mentioned efforts to
help schools achieve accreditation in the Philippines.

Several associations in Canada have facilitated international partner-
ships. For example, the Christian Teachers’ Association of British
Columbia provides professional support for five Christian schools in
Honduras. It encourages the development of“sister schools,” such as
that of Langley Christian School in Canada with Gondolikhethwa
Christian School in South Africa.The Society ofChristian Schools in
British Columbia has developed flourishing international partner-
ships as well.Several SCSBC schools have developed “sister school”
relations with schools in Japan.SCSBC publications have been trans-
lated into several languages. Worldwide Christian Schools-Canada
reported on its “Walking Together” program,which promotes pro-
fessional development for the indigenous teachers in its partnering
schools.

The consultation also included reports from primary and secondary
schools, such as Bellevue Christian School (Bellevue, Wash.,USA),
which works to equip its students to address and act on the question
“Who is my neighbor?”Fraser Valley Christian High School (Surrey,
BC, Canada) reported on its partnership to build and sustain a

Christian school in Kabala,Sierra Leone. According to Principal
Dennis De Groot, funds to start the school were raised by students
and tithing a capital campaign.He affirmed that there is no shortage
of funds when there is vision and commitment,and he encouraged
the delegates to imagine big things and not to fear. His spirited pre-
sentation recei-ved spontaneous applause.

Four independent educational consultants reported on their work.Jan
Boer spoke of his work on a series ofbooks presenting a Kuyperian
approach to the conflict between Christians and Muslims. Lee
Hollaar described his work in Sierra Leone as an example ofthe
many opportunities he has had for international service. He empha-
sized the need for adult education and other types ofoutreach, such
as businesses joining ranks with educational endeavors. Ray Klapwyk
expressed concern about accommodation to the idols ofour age and
encouraged delegates to see a larger, global picture. John Vanderhoek
reported on his experiences teaching in Korea,noting the pervasive
dualism among Korean Christians but optimistic about the potential
positive impact ofChristian education in Korea.

The need for humility and cultural sensitivity was not ignored.In his
report for ICS, John Suk noted the dependency problem intrinsic to
international relationships and the growing frustration in developing
nations with Western politics and culture. John Van Dyk,consultant
to Christian Schools International,referred to CSI’s excellent state-
ment outlining a guiding philosophy for international involvement
(written by Jim De Korne).

Discussions resulted in some general and specific recommendations,
such as writing resources with a cross-cultural emphasis and design-
ing a website that lists resources, serves as a clearinghouse, and/or
provides an interactive database ofexperts involved in international
Christian education. Delegates also made recommendations to
improve future consultations.

For more details on the various projects reported,please contact the
individuals listed in the complete report, posted at
http://www.iapche.org/consultation-report.pdf. Contact informa-
tion can be found in the IAPCHE website directory at
http://www.iapche.org/search/directory.html.

continued from page 1

Delegates voiced the need to learn from each
other and “not re-invent the wheel” when tak-
ing on a project to assist Christian education
in another country. James Vreugdenhil has

shared such a model about his work in Nig er,
“T he Effects of the SIM Christian Teacher

Training Program on the Classroom
Teaching-Learning Process.” T his report can
be found at www.iapche.org. We invite you to
submit similar reports to iapche@dordt.edu.

2008 education consultation delegates gathered in Bellevue, WA.
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News from NICE
RICHMOND, AUTRALIA—After almost 10 years of service with
the National Institute for Christian Education (NICE),its CEO and
principal,Dr. Richard Edlin, has announced that he will be leaving
the organization in December 2008.During Edlin’s tenure,NICE’s
accredited distance-learning graduate courses in teacher education
have grown enormously popular among Christian teachers world-
wide.

In expressing appreciation for Dr. Edlin’s work,Mr. Ric Peterson,the
Chairman of the NICE Council,commented that “The reputation
the institute enjoys for biblically faithful and yet academically rigor-
ous scholarship is a testimony to Dr. Edlin’s indefatigable effort,
vision and personal sacrifice.”

Dr. Edlin will be available to serve as an international consultant to
assist groups and Christian schools in areas such as cultural diversity,
teacher training, curriculum development,worldview orientation,
government relations, and institutional organization—all from a
Christian perspective.

Mr. Ken Dickens, currently NICE Senior Lecturer, will assume the
post of Acting Principal ofNICE from January 2009.The NICE
Council has established a reference group to invite input into the best
way that Christian teacher education can be offered in an Australian
context. All input is very welcome. See http://www.nice.edu.au/.

Mahurin leaves CCCU for Houghton
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—Ron Mahurin, Vice President for
Professional Development & Research at the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities (CCCU),will be transitioning into the
role of academic vice president and dean ofHoughton College in
Houghton,N.Y., on August 1,2008.

CCCU President Paul Corts speaks highly of Mahurin:“He has been
a catalyst for professional development with Christian higher educa-
tion and has raised the bar for academic research. His leadership has
led the CCCU into the 21st century and we are sad to lose him,but
he leaves association work to return to his love for the individual
campus. Ron goes with our blessings and best wishes and we know
that Houghton College is receiving a thoughtful and visionary leader
for their academic endeavors.”

Gilead graduates 16, doubles library
BANGALORE, INDIA—Rev. Dr. Than Tombing, president of
Gilead Evangelical Theological Seminary, reports that Gilead award-
ed 16 BA degrees at the close of the 2007-08 school year. Some of
the graduates have joined a mission agency and some are pursuing
further education.He also reports the admission of32 new students
from seven states in India and two states in Myanmar. The school
doubled the number ofvolumes in its library this past year and aims
to collect 20,000 books before the start of the next academic year.

Hellemans leave Nigeria
JOS, NIGERIA—In April, Wendy and Adrian Helleman moved
from Jos, Nigeria,to Toronto, Canada,for a leave from their work at
the University of Jos. At present,they do not plan to go back to a
regular schedule ofteaching in Nigeria,but to advise their graduate
students via email and briefvisits as they approach the completion
of their studies. Wendy is working with a Theological College of
Northern Nigeria (TCNN) faculty member on the issue ofwomen
in violent conflict and with another on the stigmatization of the poor
in the Nigerian churches, and with a UniJos colleague on the issue of

the ‘secular’nature of the Nigerian constitution.She also has three
master’s level students who are quite close to finishing their theses.
Adrian is helping one ofhis UniJos colleagues with his dissertation
on bishop Desmond Tutu’s nonviolent approach as a model for
African countries, and with another on the impact ofshariah on the
education of women in Northern Nigeria;he also supervises a facul-
ty member ofTCNN on the issue ofbreaking the cycle of curses
which affect families through many generations.

During the balance of2008,the Hellemans will be engaged primari-
ly in research and writing projects, with Adrian continuing with his
research on Muslim-Christian-Jewish relations, while Wendy is work-
ing on African traditional concepts of wisdom as these are inter-
twined with magic and witchcraft.She recently finished work on two
textbooks, one for Advanced New Testament Greek,and the other
in Early Christianity from an African perspective.Health permitting,
they hope to take on some short-term teaching assignments in 2009.

Korean educator honored
LOS ANGELES, USA & BUSAN, KOREA—At the request ofDr.
Kim Sung Soo, president of Kosin University, Dr. John C.
VanderStelt gave the memorial lecture Dr. Kun Sam Lee and
Reformational Theologyat Evangelia University in Los Angeles, USA,on
January 19,and at Kosin University in Busan,South Korea,on March
31. Dr. Kun Sam Lee served as the first president of Kosin
University, and, subsequently, also as president of the Korean
Evangelia University in Los Angeles. After an active role in South
Korean higher education, he died in January of 2006.

Kun Sam Lee was one ofthe presenters in 1975 at the first global
Conference of(what is now known as) IAPCHE that was held at
(what was then known as) Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education in South Africa. He also participated in the sec-
ond global IAPCHE Conference in 1978 at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan,USA.

Kun Sam Lee received his Th.D. degree in 1962.His dissertation,
supervised by Dr. J.H. Bavinck, former missionary in Indonesia,was
on the important topic ofThe Christian confrontation with Shinto nation-
alism: a historical and critical study ofthe conflict ofChristianity and Shinto in
Japan in the period between the Meiji Restoration and the end ofWorld War II
(1868-1945)and published in 1966 by the Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Company in Philadelphia.

The March 31 event was attended by Kun Sam Lee’s wife, children,
friends, many colleagues and some forty Korean and international
students. Other speakers were Dr. Bong Ho Son, president of
Dongduk Women’s University in Seoul,Dr. Kim Sung Soo, presi-
dent of Kosin University, Dr. Hwang Bong Lee, professor oftheol-
ogy at Kosin University, and Dr. Hyun Kook Shin,president of
Evangelia University in Los Angeles. Kim Sung Soo and Hyun Kook
Shin also spoke at the Los Angeles event. The highlight at both
events was the official dedication to Dr. Kun Sam Lee’s wife and chil-
dren of a collection,in the Korean language,of ten volumes ofhis
many articles and speeches, edited,within a remarkably short time, by
Dr. Ryu Jea Shin.

WWCS welcomes director
HAMILTON, CANADA—Worldwide Christian Schools
(WWCS) is pleased to welcome Nathan Boersema as Western
Development Director. Nathan spent the past two and a halfyears
representing WWCS in Nicaragua.His passion and commitment to
the overall vision ofWWCS, which is to glorify God by ensuring 
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that all children have access to Christ-centered education, make him
an excellent selection for this new role. Having grown up in Brazil as
a child of missionary parents, Nathan developed a deep understand-
ing of the impact that Christian education is making in the lives of
children.Prior to joining WWCS, Nathan held a teaching position at
Credo Christian School in Langley, B.C. He holds a Bachelor of
Education and a Bachelor of Arts in Intercultural Religious Studies
(Missions) from Trinity Western University.

WWCS is now sending out e-news. If you’d like to stay informed
about WWCS projects, subscribe by emailing canada@wwcs.org.

Daystar educates for peace
NAIROBI, KENYA—Daystar University responded to the need
of its country by conducting short courses and arranging chapel ser-
vices around the theme ofPeace and Reconciliation.One of the fac-
ulty members wrote a Bible study guide for use in small groups in the
university. The booklet was titled Towards Community Cohesion and
Conflict Transformation. The ideas ofthis booklet were first shared in
the form of a sermon series on Peace and Reconciliation immediate-
ly following the disputed 2007 presidential election in Kenya. This
booklet was used in the first semester to enable the Daystar
University community to deal with the effects of the post election
violence both as individuals and as a corporate body.

Providence seeks president
ONTARIO, CA, USA—After four years of faithful service to
Providence Christian College, President Jim Den Ouden has
announced his plan to retire after the 2008-09 academic year. The
college’s board of directors has formed a committee to search for his
successor and asks for your help in making this position known to
prospective candidates.

The mission ofProvidence Christian College as a Reformed
Christian institution is to equip students to be firmly grounded in
biblical truth, thoroughly educated in the liberal arts, and fully
engaged in their church, their community, and the world for the glory
of God and for service to humanity. The president will be called on
to support and promote that mission. The college web site,
www.providencecc.net,describes the college,its history, vision,and
programs more fully.

The college seeks candidates for president who are confessionally
committed to the Three Forms of Unity or the Westminster
Standards and who have substantial administrative experience,
preferably in higher education.Prospective candidates may send their
applications and curricula vitae to Mr. Jack Hoekstra at Providence
Christian College, 1056 E.Philadelphia Street, P. O. Box 4326,
Ontario, CA 91761.If you have any questions, please contact the
committee chair, Mr. John H.Jansen at JohnHJansen@eaton.com or
at the college address.

RACU faculty teach at seminar 
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—Russian American Christian University
(RACU) has for a number of years worked closely with Integra
Russia,a non-profit organization created to help people build their
own small businesses so they can become “islands ofintegrity” in
their society and thereby participate in the transformation of their
communities. Since 2000,Integra staff members have been teaching
RACU’s course on entrepreneurship. RACU senior business and eco-
nomics majors have enjoyed internships with Integra and several
graduates have been hired by Integra’s leadership.

Recently Integra Russia developed a series ofsmall business seminars
designed especially for women.Professor Irina Tubyanskaya, Chair
of the Business and Economics Department at RACU, has been a
principal speaker at these sessions. Adjunct Professor Cynthia
Moody also spoke on the topic ofmanagement and organizational
issues. The seminars have proved very productive, and Citibank
Russia,a major sponsor ofthese events, has agreed to expand their
support.

Myanmar members request prayer
YANGON, MYANMAR—The IAPCHE office heard from mem-
ber David Lian of Myanmar after Cyclone Nargis hit on May 4.
Lian, Academic Dean at ACTS Bible College, attended the Taipei
conference on May 3-6,and was relieved on his return to find his
family safe, though scared.“Our Bible school,our house, and trees
in our campus were badly damaged,and my family members stay in
a leaky shelter,” he reported on May 13.“But there are people around
us who suffer much more than us, and we are trying to help.” Lian
wrote of a baby found alive in a tree branch. “No one knows where
this baby is from or whose baby it is.” Lian asks that the IAPCHE
community pray for the college and the surrounding people. You
may contact him at DLian@pts.edu.

Other IAPCHE members in Myanmar are Dr. Michael Chongluai,
Evangelical Bible Seminary (micluaiebs@mptmail.net.mm),Dr.
Thuam Cin Khai, All Nations Theological Seminary
(dr.tckhai@gmail.com),Prof. Khin Moe Khine, Myanmar
Undergraduate School of Theology (mustrgn@gmail.com),Mrs.Dal
Don Lian, Missionary Training School (shinetrading@
mayanmar.com.mm),Rev.Tha (John) Ling and Mr. Nang Sian
Mung, Myanmar Graduate School of Theology and Missions (john-
ling5@gmail.com and nsmung@gmail.com),and Rev.Dr. Tun Lin
Oo, Asho Chin Theological Seminary (tuncherry@yahoo.com).
Please pray for them.

ERRChina seeks teachers
BERKLEY, USA—Educational Resources and Referrals China,a
program of the China Academic Consortium, has three openings
for English speaking teachers in China.One person is needed to
teach Bible as Literature and Western Literature courses to under-
graduate students in Baoding for the 08-09 academic year. Two are
needed to teach English to Science and Technology PhD students in
Guangzhou,September to January. Host institutions provide a free
furnished apartment,a generous monthly stipend,and airfare reim-
bursement on completion ofcontract.

Requirements for the literature position include Master’s Degree, two
years teaching experience, Christian maturity, excellent health,good
people skills, strength in literary English, and formal training in
Biblical studies. Requirements for the Science and Technology
English position include a science/technology master’s degree or
higher, teaching experience and/or training in teaching English as a
second language,Christian maturity, excellent health,good people
skills, ability to work on a team and strength in oral and written
English. For more information, contact Sharon Seeberger at
teach.errchina@gmail.com.

University threatened by tax demand
MUKONO TOWN, UGANDA—The Uganda Revenue Authority
(URA) is demanding USh1.3 billion (about US$795,000) in corpora-
tion tax arrears from Uganda Christian University (UCU),a move
that has drawn an outcry from other private universities that see
themselves as the next targets. Standing in solidarity with UCU, vice
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chancellors of both public and private institutions have objected to
the demand and urged the government to emulate Kenya and
Tanzania,where non-profit universities are exempt from corporation
tax.

“To tax private universities in Uganda is probably either to drive
them out ofbusiness or to turn them into institutions ofthe wealthy
elite,” observed UCU Vice Chancellor Prof. Stephen Noll.

If educational institutions can prove that they are of a public charac-
ter, certified by the commissioner, and confer no private benefit, they
qualify for an exemption from the 30 percent Corporation tax.Public
character refers to “a body,corporate or otherwise, that performs its
duties and exercises its power for public benefit, as opposed to pri-
vate gain.” UCU maintains that it is “of a public character,” and is
purely non-profit motivated.But while URA agrees that UCU is ofa
public character, it insists the university confers a private benefit to
its founding body, the Anglican Church of Uganda.

Noll noted that funds raised for campus improvements, such as a
new library, are likely being seen as profit. UCU officials fear that
donors will be discouraged from giving if they know that 30% of
their money will be going to Corporation tax.

Haitian Seminary seeks scholarships
PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI— Grace Evangelical Theological
Seminary (STEG) received many requests for scholarships for the
upcoming academic year and seeks Christian organizations to sup-
port scholarships for 20 Haitian applicants as well as financial sup-
port to build a website and finish the library. The Seminary offers a
Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor degrees in Christian Education,
Religion,and Urban Ministry, and Master degrees in Ministry and
Theological Studies. Contact steguq@yahoo.ca or stegsecretariat
@yahoo.ca.

UNELA awarded for excellence
SAN JOSE,COSTA RICA—The Universidad Evangelica de las
Americas (UNELA) recently received the International Certificate
of Educational Excellence in Latin America from the Latin
American Council in Honor ofEducational Quality (Consejo
Iberoamericano en Honor a la Calidad Educativa) “for their out-
standing leadership and excellent record for quality education in
Latin America.” The Council brings together the most recognized
education professionals in Latin America,promoting educational sys-
tem reforms and the formation of men and women of excellence.
The Council makes annual awards to individuals and institutions that
have excelled in their respective specialties and countries.

Black Reformed Leaders Plan 
Institute of Higher Learning
LIMPOPO, SOUTH AFRICA—On March 31,about 80 teachers,
pastors,and members of the local Reformed community met to wit-
ness the unveiling ofplans for the establishment in July 2009 ofthe
Tree ofLife Institute for Christian Studies in Africa (TICSA).In the
first years of its existence, TICSA will focus on providing teacher
training for prospective teachers and those already serving in
Christian schools, as well as training in the area ofpastoral ministry,
counseling, Christian witness, community leadership and develop-
ment training from a Reformational worldview. Another objective of
the Institute will be to impact the world through vigorous Christian
scholarship.

Although the area is dotted with many Reformed churches, there is

currently no Christian university in South Africa. Under pressure
from the post-Apartheid government, Potchefstroom University
agreed to relinquish its Christian designation as long as it was allowed
to maintain Afrikaans as the language of instruction.It also had to
join Northwest University in order to be eligible for government
funding.

TICSA will be located on donated Masai land in rural South Africa.
The location will meet the needs created by the large growth of
Christian schools in the surrounding community and provide safety
to international guests. TICSA plans to start classes in July 2009 after
the completion ofnew facilities. One of the immediate objectives of
the organizers is to appoint a national and international development
director. The association hopes to recruit Friends ofTICSA locally,
nationally, continentally and internationally. (from Christian Courier,
April 14, 2008).For more information, see http://www.emirror.
co.za/details.asp?StoNum=6197.

ICS Alumni publish articles
TORONTO, CANADA—Institute for Christian Studiesalumni
John Hiemstra and Keith Sewell are both featured in Dordt
College’s publication Pro Rege. Hiemstra,a Political Science professor
at The King’s University College, has contributed an article titled
“Alberta’s Oil Sands Boom:A Wake-up Call for Christian
Scholarship?”Sewell,Professor ofHistory at Dordt College, has an
article titled “Imperialism and Hegemony: Some Historical
Reflections”.They can be viewed at http://www.dordt.edu/publica-
tions/pro_rege/crcpi/Pro_Rege_Mar_2008.pdf.

Schipani lectures abroad
ELKHART, USA—Daniel Schipani spoke in Argentina in May on
“Educating Christianly in Contexts of Diversity and Pluralism.” He
will lecture on “Pastoral Wisdom in Contexts of Diversity and
Pluralism” in Guatemala City during a July 16-19 “Integration
Seminar”at SETECA,Central American Theological Seminary, and
give a “Seminar on Interfaith Pastoral Care & Counseling”in
Bratislava, Slovakia, August 28-September 4 for the Society for
Intercultural Pastoral Care and Counseling.

WYSOCS workshop draws crowd
LEEDS, ENGLAND—RealityBites is an outreach program of the
West Yorkshire School of Christian Studies(WYSOCS) aimed at
young people and older people who are hungry for understanding.
Developed by their resident tutors,Arthur Jones and Mark Roques,
it takes WYSOCS “on the road”and offers an exciting menu of pro-
grams that challenge both Christians and non-Christians.

On April 12,Arthur and Mark led a workshop titled God Delusion or
Dawkins Delusionat the Bradford Diocesan Day. There were about
500 people at the conference;Mark and Arthur’s session attracted
over 50,making it the most popular ofthe many workshops offered.
The positive responses they received strengthened their commitment
to not only present the gospel but also unmask false idolatrous
worldviews and tell stories about culture-transforming Christians.
They hope to run this workshop in schools and universities. Visit
http://schoolswork.co.uk/podcast/ to listen to an interview with
Mark Roques.

Ceuta teaches leadership via radio
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA—Dr . Ioan Ceuta, president of
Romanian Bible University, and Mihail Mandoiu,a leader from the
Assemblies ofGod,Romania,are hosting a new program,the Art of
Leadership, on SOS Radio each Tuesday evening. The discussion 
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format program promises stimulating insight and discussions of
proven leadership principles. See www.radiosos.org for more infor-
mation.

Overland Mission empowers communities
ARUSHA,TANZANIA— Peter Feer Msumari, program coordina-
tor for Overland Mission,writes that the mission hopes to add three
classrooms onto the Muheza primary school in 2008 and also build
an orphanage.“We are guided by Romans 9:17,” says Msumari:“For
this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power
in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
Overland Mission aims to empower poor communities through time,
money,knowledge,and skills, helping them to meet their basic needs
such as food, education, and medical care. For more information,
contact overlandmissiontz@hotmail.com.

Chief academic officers confer
NASHVILLE, USA—Chief academic officers from Council of
Christian College and University (CCCU) campuses across the
country met in Nashville, Tenn.,March 27-29,2008 for their annual
conference. This year’s theme was “Mission-Minded and Christ-
Centered: Challenges and Responsibilities ofthe CAO.” CCCU
Senior Fellow Harold Heie spoke on “Respectful Conversations.”
Panelists Michael Arrington (Carson Newman College), By Baylis
(Cornerstone University), Liz Rudenga (Trinity Christian
College) and Harold Heie offered three perspectives on the role of
the CAO: creating environments and structures to foster Christian
scholarship; creating spaces for respectful conversations; and the
CAO as a redemptive agent.A session with Robert Benne, Jordan-
Trexler Professor ofReligion Emeritus and Director of the Center
for Religion and Society at Roanoke College, focused on institution-
al and personal challenges for missionally-focused Christian colleges.

Keesmaat and Walsh lecture at WYSOCS
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Dr s.Sylvia Keesmaat and Brian Walsh were
the featured speakers at the West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies(WYSOCS) summer lectures on June 6 and 7.The theme
was “Demolishing strongholds:living for God’s kingdom in the 21st
century.” Keesmaat and Walsh’s lectures were based on their co-
authored books Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empireand Romans
Disarmed: Overcoming Evil with Good(forthcoming).Keesmaat is an
adjunct professor at the Institute for Christian Studiesin Toronto,
Canada.Walsh is the Christian Reformed Chaplain to the University
of Toronto, where he is also an adjunct professor oftheology.

VU professor lectures at ICS
TORONTO, CANADA—Rene van Woudenberg,a philosophy pro-
fessor at the Free University of Amsterdam, visited the Institute
for Christian StudiesApril 2.He delivered a lecture titled “Deciding
to Believe is Impossible,” sharing his work in the analytic stream of
philosophy.

Lady Doak recaps highlights
MADURAI, INDIA—As the most significant event of the past aca-
demic year, Lady Doak College (LDC) named the International
Service-Learning Model Program hosted by the college last July and
August.The theme was Multicultural Symbiosis through Service-
Learning. Five years of collaboration with the International Christian
University (ICU) in Tokyo, Japan,which involved the exchange of
students between LDC and ICU, resulted in this venture,benefiting
other Asian universities in the Service Learning Network as well.
Twenty-four student participants drawn from six Asian
universities/colleges underwent a weeklong orientation and training 

in Intercultural Service Learning. For the subsequent three weeks,
they were involved in active onsite service in four different agencies,
learning through interaction,reflection and sharing.

Lady Doak College began four new degree programs in 2007:M.Phil.
in Chemistry, M.Phil. in English, M.Sc. in Computer Science, and
B.Sc. in Physical Education & Sports Science. The college also host-
ed three major National Seminars in January 2008:Higher Education
for Holistic Development amidst Contemporary Challenges,
Environmental History, and Literary Theories. All were well attend-
ed.

ILMES graduates three, appoints rector
CORREGIDORA,MEXICO—The Instituto Libr e de México de
Estudios Supériores(ILMES) celebrates four years of its bachelor’s
degree in teaching program.Three students have completed the pro-
gram and will be awarded their teaching diplomas. Two of the grad-
uates, Yéssica and Mónica,were delegates at IAPCHE’s CI06 confer-
ence.

A new rector, José Lucero,has been appointed for the coming school
year. Darrel Hilbrands will continue to teach, but with a reduced
administrative load.He and Elena will travel to India in July to visit
a children’s home in Derahdun, north of Delhi, then on to
Coimbatore in South India.There they will share with several class-
es at Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Sciencesand visit
their daughter Ceci,who has attended BACAS for a year, an arrange-
ment that began at CI06.

Du Toit earns doctorate
WINDSOR,CANADA—Simon du Toit has completed his doctor-
ate at the University of Maryland.His dissertation is titled The
Antitheatrical Body: Puritans and Performance in Early Modern England,
1577-1620. It is an interdisciplinary study that uses speech act theo-
ry, performance studies, religious history, and theatre historiography
to examine the relationship between early English reformed
Protestantism and the theatre.Du Toit suggests that religious histo-
ry can be usefully examined when approached through the lens of
cultural performance. He would be glad to hear from anyone inter-
ested in similar issues. Contact him at sdutoit@cogeco.ca 
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Journal Recommendation

We are pleased to recommend another journal that we believe could
be of help to our international membership, the Journal of
Latin American Theology: A Christian Word from Latin
America (ISSN 1669-8649).The most recent issue (2008-1) con-
tained the papers presented at the 2006 IAPCHE conference in
Nicaragua by Nelly Garcia,Jose Alcántara,Clinton Stockwell, and
Joel Carpenter.

Published twice a year by the Fraternidad Teológica Latinoamericana
(Latin American Theological Fellowship),the journal exists to pro-
mote greater north-south and south-south dialogue between Latin
American Christians and the Church around the world. Begun in
2006,the Journal has addressed issues ofspirituality, justice, immi-
gration, Latin American church history, and short-term missions.
The editor is Dr. Lindy Scott,Professor ofLatin American Studies
at Whitworth University. Subscription is $35 (individual) and $50
(institution) per year, c/o Lindy Scott,Whitworth University (Alder
Hall), 300 W. Hawthorne Road, Spokane, WA 99251,Email
Lscott@whitworth.edu.
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Conference Announcements
Transformational Development
NEWBERG, OREGON, USA—Food for the Hungry and George Fox
University are cosponsoring a conference on Transformational Development, to
be held August 14-16,2008, on the George Fox campus in Newberg,
Oregon.Plenary speakers include Dr. Bryant Myers,professor oftransforma-
tional development at Fuller Theological Seminary;Dr. Evvy Hay Campbell,
associate professor ofintercultural studies at Wheaton college;and Dr. Brian
Fikkert, Director ofthe Chalmers Center and associate professor ofeconom-
ics at Covenant College.

Transformational Development is a term that many are quick to use to
describe their programs, organizations and interventions. Christian academics
and practitioners use the term to signify a holistic integration of faith and
development and to distinguish it from models that are secular or simply
dichotomist in their application. The terminology, while helpful,has not yet
resulted in consensus around the criteria for, frameworks of, and proven
approaches to doing transformational development.The aim ofthis forum is
to encourage a more biblically based and holistically integrated vision for
Christian development and to build sound academic foundations that are
characterized by rigor and reflection for both engaging in and educating for
Christian development.For more information, see www.TDconference.org
or email TDconference@fh.org.

Russian Sophiology in European Culture
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological Institute, in cooper-
ation with Ostkirchliches Institut (Regensburg) and with the support of the
Catholic Committee for Cultural Collaboration (Rome),has announces a con-
ference dedicated to sophiology,an issue central to the thought ofRussian
Silver Age philosophers Vladimir Soloviov, Sergey Bulgakov, Pavel Florensky,
Nikolai Berdiaev and Semion Frank.The conference will be held October 1-
5, 2008, in Moscow.

The following issues will be addressed:Contemporary interchristian and
interreligious dialogues in the light ofthe idea ofPan-Unity (“Vseedinstvo”);
Biblical,gnostic and patristic sources ofRussian sophiology; Western mysti-
cal tradition and its influence on Russian sophiology;sophiology and trinitar-
ian theology; sophiological ideas and modern philosophy; and the image of
Sophia in Western and Eastern European literature,art and music.

Those who wish to present a paper should send a summary (800 words at
most) to Mikhail Tolstoluzhenko at info@standrews.ru by July 15,2008.The
full text of all the papers selected will be due August 15,2008.However, it
will be possible to participate without a paper (some priests, teachers,and stu-
dents are expected to be present).The working languages of the conference
will be Russian and English.For more information see www.standrews.ru.

Sobornost, Conciliarity and Communion
BOSE, ITALY—St. Andrew’s Biblical Theological Institute and the
Monastero di Bose will co-host a conference in Bose, Italy, on October 23-
26,2008. The theme ofconciliarity (synodality) occupies an important place
in contemporary Christian theology, being developed in different ways in
Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant traditions. Denoting primarily a gathering
of bishops exercising a particular responsibility, this term in a more compre-
hensive sense may refer to all the members of the Church. This latter under-
standing is usually associated with the Russian term sobornostcoined by the
early slavophiles, especially by Alexei Khomiakov, whose ideas made a pro-
found impact on subsequent development ofecclesiology both in the East
and in the West.

The aim ofthe forthcoming Conference is to discuss interpretations of con-
ciliarity and sobornost in different Christian traditions, to find where these
traditions converge and how their differences can help them enrich each
other. The following issues will be addressed:Khomiakov’s idea ofsobornost
and its influence on 20th century theology; ecclesiology of communion in
Vatican II documents;the place ofconciliarity in contemporary Orthodox
ecclesiology; conciliarity and development of ecumenical dialogue; John
Zizioulas’ relational ontology and 20th century theological-philosophical
thought;and conciliarity in the context of different cultures.

Those who wish to present a paper should send a summary (500 words at
most) by e-mail to Mikhail Tolstoluzhenko, at info@standrews.ru by August
1, 2008.Full text of accepted papers will be due September 1,2008.The
working language of the conference will be English.For more information,
see www.standrews.ru.

Theological Perspectives of Contemporary Culture
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological Institute announces
an academic theological conference November 14-15,2008, for the purpose
of discussing the problems raised in God: An Open Question. Theological
Perspectives ofthe Culture ofAgnosis. This book by Dutch theologian Anton
Houtepen was recently translated into Russian by St.Andrew’s. It touches on
many important issues, in particular on the very possibility ofthe question of
God in today’s culture.

Those who wish to present a paper should send a summary (500 words at
most) by e-mail to Mikhail Tolstoluzhenko, info@standrews.ru by September
15,2008.The full text of all the papers selected will be due October 15,2008.
However, it will be possible to participate without a paper (some priests,
teachers,and students are expected to be present).The working languages of
the conference will be Russian and English. For more information, see
www.standrews.ru.

Faculty Development on Politics
CAPE TOWN, RSA—The Nagel Institute ofCalvin College is partnering
with the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities to offer annual fac-
ulty development seminars at a variety ofsites outside North America.The
aim of this program is to see Christian scholars in selected fields learn from
each other cross-culturally and develop common projects to advance
Christian thought and cultural expression.

The next seminar will feature Christian political thought and be held in Cape
Town,June 8-22,2009. It will be convened by Prof. John de Gruchy,of the
University of Cape Town.To apply, seewww.calvin.edu/nagel.

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date order

Information on these conferences was announced in a previous Contact.

Subject, Self, and Soul: Transdisciplinary Approaches to
Personhood, Madrid,Spain,July 13-17,2008;Metanexus Institute on
Religion,Science, and the Humanities, see metanexus.net/institute/confer-
ence2008/.

Being Muslim in the United States , Grand Rapids, MI., USA,July
14-August 1, The Louisville Institute and Seminars in Christian
Scholarship at Calvin College;see http://www.calvin.edu/scs/2008/semi-
nars/.

Teaching and Learning as Spiritual Disciplines , Grand Rapids,
MI., July 21-25, Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning and
the Calvin Institute ofChristian Worship; see http://www.calvin.edu/
scs/2008/seminars/.

Raising the Flag of Christian Higher Education for Christian
Schooling , Potchefstroom, South Africa, August 26-28, 2008,North
West University, contact 10061290@nwu.ac.za.

Bridging the gap: integrating Christian faith and professional
practice in a pluralistic society, theNetherlands, April 20-23,2009,
Christian University - Ede, Reformed University - Zwolle, Driestar
University - Gouda,and Protestant Theological University - Kampen,
Utrecht, Leiden,contact ldhamelink@che.nl.

500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, Toronto, Canada,June
18-21,2009, Institute for Christian Studies, University of Toronto, and
the Toronto School ofTheology;contact jsuk@icscanada.edu.



Between Memory and Vision: The Case for Faith-based
Schooling , by Steven C. Vryhof; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (2004)
208 pages, ISBN-10: 0802849326; ISBN-13: 978-0802849328. 
“Between Memory and Vision” puts flesh on the distinctiveness ofone
group of faith-based schools, providing insight into why these schools are
especially effective not only in gaining the loyalty of parents but also as mea-
sured by objective national standards. In this detailed look at Protestant
schools, education expert Steven Vryhof describes how the requirements for
functional community, value consistency, and intergenerational closure are
achieved in these faith-based schools. By closely examining a variety of
Protestant schools, Vryhof uncovers the complexities, subtleties, and nuances
of faith-based education that often elude those concerned only with produc-
ing higher test scores, a moral environment,or a competitive workforce. Far
from endangering the republic, Vryhof suggests, faith-based schools improve
the common good by building functional communities in ways public school
systems cannot.

Christians, the Care of Creation, and Global Climate
Change , edited by Lindy Scott ; Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick
Publications (2008) 144 pages; ISBN-10: 1-55635-844-X; ISBN-13:
978-1-55635-844-9. 
This volume, which contains papers and talks presented at Wheaton College,
is a cogent and persuasive call to love God and our neighbors by caring for
creation—especially in light of the dramatic climate changes occurring
before our eyes. Of special interest is Sir John Houghton’s
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) article “Big Science, Big God”
and the panel discussion on Global Climate Change which included Duane
Litf in, Douglas Allen,Kristen Page, P.J. Hill, and Noah Toly.

Evangelical Christianity and Democracy in Latin
America , edited by Paul Freston; New York: Oxford University
Press (2008) 280 pages; ISBN-10: 0195308034; ISBN-13: 978-
0195308037. 
Scholars disagree whether Latin American Protestantism,as a fast-growing
and predominantly lower-class phenomenon,will encourage a political cul-
ture that is repressive and authoritarian or ifit will have democratizing
effects. Editor Paul Freston,professor ofsociology at Calvin College, draws
from a range of sources to provide case studies offive countries:Brazil,
Peru, Mexico, Guatemala,and Nicaragua.The contributors,mainly scholars
based in Latin America,bring first hand-knowledge to their chapters, explor-
ing the relationship between Latin American evangelicalism and politics, its
influences, manifestations, and prospects for the future.

This volume is part of the series, “Evangelical Christianity and Democracy in
the Global South,” organized by Timothy Shah,of the Council on Foreign
Relations. At a time when the global-political impact ofIslam fuels vexed
debate among analysts the world over, these volumes offer an unusual com-
parative perspective on a critical issue:the often combustible interaction of
resurgent religion and the developing world’s unstable politics. Other works
in the series include Evangelical Christianity and Democracy in Africa, edited by
Terence O. Ranger (Oxford, 2008);Evangelical Christianity and Democracy in
Asia, edited by David Halloran Lumsdaine (Oxford, 2008),and Evangelical
Christianity and Democracy in Global Perspective, edited by Timothy Shah (Oxford,
forthcoming).David Lim (Philippines) and Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
(Brazil) are chapter authors in this series.

Een goddelijk beroep, spiritualiteit in de beroepspraktijk
van leraren in het orthodox-protestantse basisonderwijs,
by A. de Muynck ; Heerenveen, The Netherlands: Uitgeverij Groen
(2008) 488 pages; ISBN: 978-90-5829-887-4.
Published in Dutch, with a summary in English and German (summary text
also on website:www..onderwijsenidentiteit.nl),A Godly Vocation: Spirituality in
the Professional Practice ofTeachers in Orthodox-Protestant Primary Education exam-
ines how the spirituality ofprimary school teachers can be recognized in their
work. Mainly carried out by means ofin-depth interviews, the study focuses
on teachers working at Reformed Pietistic and Reformed Liberated schools
and examines how they see themselves with regard to their school’s identity,

what inspiration they were given during their training and career, and with
what zest they carry out their work at the moment.It provides insight into
teachers’ inspirations, examining not only why they like this profession,but
also what part their religious convictions and spirituality play in it.

God’s Road Map for Human Sexuality: Discipling your
child to make sexual choices that honour God , by T.
Derrick Mashau ; Johannesburg: AcadSA (2008) 95 pages; ISBN:
978-1-920212-30-8.
Aimed at Christian parents and others involved in youth ministry, chapters
include God’s beautiful design for human sexuality;The art of Christian par-
enting, children and human sexuality;Mentoring your child through different
stages of life; Spiritual warfare on your doorstep; Perspectives on love,
courtship and marriage; Premarital sex and cohabitation among Christian
youth in South Africa today;Homosexuality and same-sex marriage;HIV and
AIDS in family context; Divorce and remarriage. This book is available at
R70 including postage and can be ordered directly from Prof. Derrick
Mashau (kwstdm@puk.ac.za).

Inter-Faith Relations and Higher Education , edited by M.
Valliammal Baskaran; New Delhi: Lady Doak College and the
Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (2007) 312
pages; ISBN: 978-81-7214-991-8. 
This collection of17 articles promotes a better understanding ofdifferent
religions as well as the importance ofdialogue in a multi-religious democra-
cy.Associate editors are Roderic L.Owen and Jesudason B. Jeyaraj.

Metaphor and its Meaning , by Elaine Botha ; New York:
Peter Lang (2007) 282 pages; ISBN: 978-3-03910-457-4. 
The author shows that metaphor and its underlying analogical structure are
significant keys to the understanding ofthe metaphorical nature of reality
and cognition and provide a better understanding ofthe relationship between
science and religion.This study builds critically on the insights ofLakoff and
Johnson by introducing a new angle to the discussions concerning conceptu-
al metaphor and its basis in human embodiment.In her proposed alternative
to the traditional view of knowledge, the author argues that the distinction
between literal and metaphorical language ought to be revisited and replaced
with a view in which the idea ofproper analogy and necessary metaphors are
acknowledged.The insights gained are also applied to the changing views
concerning theory and observation in scientific theorizing. A case study on
the relationship between religion and science in the work of Michael Faraday
illustrates that scientific observation is impregnated with theoretical convic-
tions and that metaphors play a decisive role in the models developed to
understand reality.

A University for the People: A History of the Institute for
Christian Studies , by Robert E. VanderVennen ; Sioux
Center, USA: Dordt College Press (2008) 292 pages; ISBN-10:
0932914756; ISBN-13: 978-0932914750.
This history recounts the first fifty years of the Institute for Christian
Studies, a graduate school located in Toronto, Canada.Dutch immigrants
founded ICS in the 1950s to inspire their relocated Christian culture and their
new country. Their plans and actions were creative and controversial,leading
to research and teaching of unique power and Christian depth. Richard
Mouw writes in the foreword,“Bob VanderVennen’s chronicle provides clear
and abundant evidence that this vision has become a reality. Today’s Institute
can boast ofan impressive roster ofgraduates, a superb record of published
scholarship, and a profound impact on servants ofthe Kingdom around the
world. And for all of that,its mission and influence continues to expand.”
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Limited of fer!
The IAPCHEoffice has past/back issues ofContactavailable

(going all the way back to 1990) for anyone who wishes to have a
complete collection.Contact the office immediately,as complete

packages are limited.You may also request single issues.
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