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HONG KONG, CHINA—“An International
Conference on Christian Higher Education in Asia”was
held by The Centre for the Study of Religion and
Chinese Society, Chung Chi College at The Chinese
University of Hong Kong from February 9 to 11,2006.

A total of 23 scholars were invited from US, Korea,
Japan,Taiwan,Mainland China,India,Singapore and
Hong Kong to attempt critical review of the history and
discuss the future development ofChristian higher edu-
cation in Asian societies.

Besides the presentations and discussions which focused
on the comparison ofdifferent models ofChristian
higher education in Korea,Japan,Taiwan,China and
Hong Kong, the conference was concluded with remarks
from three distinguished scholars, Professor Choong
Chee Pang ofThe Lutheran World Federation,
Singapore,Professor Wong Suk Ying of Department of
Sociology of The Chinese University of Hong Kong and
Dr. Louis Ha Keloon ofCatholic Diocese ofHong
Kong who were invited to add their comments from the
theological,sociological and historical perspectives, and
draw implications for the future research on Christian
higher education in Asian countries. Four points are
especially highlighted as follows:

- Scholars are encouraged to develop their research on
Christian higher education from a broader perspective
and from an inter-disciplinary approach. It was highly
recommended that such study should be incorporated

continued on page 9

International CHE
Conference in Asia 

IAPCHE’s seventh international conference, to be held at
the Convent of San Francisco in Granada,Nicaragua,
will focus on our unity in Christ as we discuss various
ways in which our faith directs curriculum,pedagogy,and
administration in higher education. Simultaneous transla-
tion in English and Spanish will be provided in all but the
regional discussions.

The conference will begin with a keynote address by
Professor Nelly Garcia (Universidad de Costa Rica)
who will set the stage with a talk titled “Christian Higher

Education in Global Context.”

At the next event,a welcome banquet,Dr. John Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus, will share some ofthe
most significant stories from IAPCHE’s history.

Conferees will then divide into three discussion tracks.
TRACK ONE: How does Christian higher education

Congreso Internacional
November 14-19, 2006

6th Annual Christian Education Consultation
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA—For the past five years,
IAPCHE, in collaboration with the Center for
Educational Services (CES) at Dordt College,has hosted
a consultation of various agencies involved in interna-
tional and/or cross-cultural educational outreach. While
both interest and participation in this consultation have
steadily increased,the IAPCHE/CES leadership hoped
to draw from this year’s meeting a clearer sense ofpur-
pose and direction for the future of these collaborative
meetings.

This year’s consultation, held April 8,2006,in Grand
Rapids, Michigan,welcomed participation by 34 agencies
and institutions—the largest number thus far. Especially
encouraging was the presence ofa good number of

international delegates. (See page 8 for participant list.)
Nine agencies were unable to attend,but submitted writ-
ten reports.

Dr. John Van Dyk,director ofCES, convened the meet-
ing, and Dr. George Monsma,chairman of the IAPCHE
Board, led with opening devotions.

Reports were received from all the participants, focusing
on how each institution is involved in promoting
Christian schooling or in supporting Christian educators
worldwide. Some highlights from the dozens ofreports
include:
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities

continued on page 6
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This address was first presented at the
CCCU International Foum in
Grapevine, Texas, USA in March
2006. Lantinga co-facilitated the work-
shop with Ken Gnanakan, Director,
International Council for Higher
Education (ICHE).

In his letter, Paul asks the
Philipians to “make my joy com-
plete by being like-minded,having
the same love,being one in spirit
and purpose.” Where does this

pluralism come from and how might we approach it?  Many of our
members have brought to our attention some helpful ideas which I
want to share as a foretaste ofthe international conference
IAPCHE will hold in November in Granada,Nicaragua,hosted by
Polytechnic University - UPOLI.

Now, Jewish culture reflected a special relationship with Yahweh.
To Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, to Sarah,Rebekah,and Rachel,
to the Kings and prophets, God provided direct revelation.
However, over the ages this position became one ofcomplacency
and arrogance. Isaiah says:“tremble, you complacent women;
shudder, you daughters who feel secure!” (32:11).Ken Gnanakan
points out that Jonah's anger at God's love for the Ninevites and
Amos’outrage over the abuse ofthe poor, widows and orphans
also reflect this pride.

Much, though not all ofthis picture changed with Christianity. For
one, the Jewish emphasis on cultic works and genetic continuity
gives way to the Christian insistence on faithfulness, along with a
reconception of God's people as united by faith,hope and love.
Augustine's definition of the political community, as a people unit-
ed by the objects oftheir love,draws out some ofthe political
implications of this change.

This shift toward faithfulness gives rise to a missionary zeal that
continues to this day. If one can be fully brought into the commu-
nity of God's people through faith,then one can expect a warm
reception among the peoples ofthe world

The mission fields are also an good place to look at responses to
the world’s variety ofbelief systems and practices. The first great
missionary, Paul,encountered this diversity in the rampant idolatry
of the Roman empire. Even in the church plants ofAsia minor
Paul encountered division--even lawsuits--in Corinth,discourage-
ment in Ephesus, stunted growth in Thessalonica,and so on.
Mission work reveals a variety ofways to sin.

But sinfulness is not the only source of plurality. IAPCHE African
regional advisor Bennie van der Walt has argued that “God's inten-
tion was not that there should be only one culture,” but rather that
there would be many different and yet faithful responses to the cul-
tural mandate provided in Genesis 1:26 and echoed in the Great
Commission ofMatthew 28. Van der Walt argues that the scatter-
ing of Noah’s descendents “over the earth” indicates the properly
human condition.If this “scattering”and attending plurality is
taken as normative,then Genesis 11’s account ofthe Tower of
Babel suggests a strikingly positive understanding ofplurality and
unity. This is clear from the opening ofChapter 11:“Now the

whole world had one language and a common speech.” Verse 4
emphasizes the connection between rebellion and uniformity, for
the people said “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower
that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for our-
selves and not be scattered over the face ofthe whole earth.”
God’s scattering of the people through the plurality of language in
verse 7 is “a means to pursue His original plan ofcultural diversi-
ty.”

So we can recognize pluralism arising out ofsin,but also out of
God's original plan for the human condition.Here we might recall
Augustine’s comment that we imitate God's unity through harmony.

Now, this brings up many other questions, perhaps the most press-
ing centering on the distinction between good and bad expressions
of plurality. In Augustine’s terms, we need to distinguish discord
from harmony. The scriptures, especially the book ofActs, pro-
vide many examples ofbelievers who sought to understand God’s
will for us in the world’s various cultures.

Of the different texts in Acts, perhaps the most appropriate
describes Paul’s encounter with Greek academic culture on Mars
Hill as found in Acts 17.Note that Paul went to personally listen
to the Jews who were most familiar with the Athenian context.
Paul did not reject the world of thinking because ofthe idolatry
that “greatly distressed”him. Rather he engaged those he found
there,not only Jews and God-fearing Greeks in the synagogue, but
also with all who were in the market place. Paul listened first.

Even though Paul was “greatly distressed”by the idolatry that sur-
rounded him,he did not lash out at the people there as a street
preacher calling on repentance. Rather, he saw that their idolatry
reflected their thirst for the living water. Paul’s willingness to
become acquainted with Greek culture allowed him to find other
connections with his listeners,such as the alter “to an unkown
God.”

From this background understanding Paul more effectively reached
his audience ofEpicureans, Stoics, and those infatuated with the
latest new ideas. To the Epicureans Paul noted that the material
world does not exist apart from the original and ongoing creative
power of God. We are not our own!  To the Stoics, Paul could tell
them that God is not “otherworldly” but rather “is not far from
each one ofus” in the activities of this world.

Paul was not intimidated from confronting the sprits ofthe age.
At the same time Paul was not “confrontational.” In his sermon
Paul even cited the Greek poet Aratus:“For in him we live and
move and have our being.” Paul saw that there was no need for
Christians to argue combatively even with staunch idolaters. There
is no need to be afraid!  Yes, some people will sneer, as they did
after Paul’s sermon. But some will respond to the Spirit’s prompt-
ing.

We,however, need to sift through the spirits ofthis age. Or to
return to Augustine’s analogy, we need to listen for the sounds of
grace even in the chaotic market places ofideas that surround us
all. By working together, with the “like-mindedness”that Paul rec-
ommends to the Philipians, we can look forward to the day when
every knee should bow...and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Proclaiming Jesus in a Pluralistic Context

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary
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IAPCHE History III
Note: This article is the third in a series
about the Association’s history.
At the 1981 international confer-
ence at Dordt College the
International Conference of
Institutions for Christian Higher
Education (ICICHE) was formally
organized as the International
Council for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education
(ICPCHE).Eleven years later, in
1992,the present name,
International Association for the

Promotion of Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE),was adopt-
ed.

The second international conference, held in 1978 at Calvin
College,had expressed the hope that the next conference would be
held in the Netherlands or in a third world country.But because of
continuing conflict regarding apartheid,it was decided not to meet
in the Netherlands;and logistical problems precluded a meeting in
the third world. Therefore,it was decided to accept an invitation to
meet once again at Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa.

The theme ofthis third conference, meeting from August 13-20,
1981,was “The Challenge of Marxist and Neo-Marxist Ideologies
for Christian Scholarship.” The conference attracted 130 delegates
from 65 educational institutions located in 19 different countries.
(See picture on page 4.) The theme reflected an observation made
already in 1975 that an analysis ofthe relation between theoretical
and non-theoretical praxis required “a special confrontation with
the Marxist and neo-Marxist views on this matter.”1

The first part of the conference focused on the positive and nega-
tive challenges ofMarxist and neo-Marxist ideologies for Christian
scholarship. Five papers and case studies were presented by scholars
from all five of the association’s regions. In a later report Dr. John
Vander Stelt,secretary of the conference, observed that “The
depth and scope ofthese studies and critical evaluations of com-
munist ideologies and practices…are such that their importance for
today has not diminished and may, in fact,have increased after the
collapse ofthe Russian communist dictatorship.”2 Vander Stelt’s
observation is confirmed in one ofthe conference statements:

We confess that the God ofthe Bible is the Creator and Upholder
of our world which He has reconciled to Himselfin Christ;that all
oppression,tyranny and suffering is the result ofour human sin;
that we as a world community of Christian scholars have failed in
the past to heed adequately the challenge of Marxism,have often
been uncritical ofthe structures ofour own society, and have paid
too little attention to the effects ofthose structures on people in
other parts of the world; … and that the Holy Spirit calls and
empowers us at this time to confront Marxism redemptively with
the liberating power of the gospel.3

The second part of the conference was more practical,but no less
important.First, there were presentations regarding the “Christian
identity”of a number oftheological and non-theological interna-
tional institutions.4 Second,as we’ve already noted,the association
was formally renamed.

The Basis ofthe Council was clearly stated:Academic work is recog-
nized as an expression oflife commitment to God the Creator, through Jesus
Christ, in the power ofthe Spirit. Science and scholarship cannot have a neu-
tral, uncommitted character but should be pursued from a Biblical perspective.5

The Purpose ofthe Council was also clearly set forth: To promote
communication and cooperation among those scholars who are committed to and
involved in Christian education and/or research. The commitment to Christian
higher education which the Council seeks to promote…will entail purposeful
efforts to promote the reformation ofscholarship on a Biblical basis and will
contribute to the Christian service ofsociety because ofits recognition ofits
Biblical mandate to bear testimony to the truth ofJesus Christ in the world.6

Instead ofan organization of official delegates, ICPCHE consisted
of an independent council ofnine persons mandated to form an
international association of Christian scholars.As Vander Stelt,
newly appointed executive secretary of the Council,observed,
“This arrangement placed an extraordinary weight on the wisdom
and trustworthiness ofthe Council….Should the Council lose the
requisite trust of its supporting institutions and agencies, it would
simply self-destruct.”7 This observation was affirmed by Dr. Paul
Schrotenboer:

We have reached a significant milestone in the development of
these three international conferences for Christian higher edu-
cation.

We have now been provided with an effective vehicle to facili-
tate the work of an international movement ofChristian
scholarship. Time will tell ifit is an effective means….Any
mistrust that was there was quite understandable. But it was
regrettable, nevertheless, and we must work to overcome it.

Therefore these three things:We should give one another all
the help we can,and surely the benefit of the doubt…We must
trust one another to carry out the terms of the agreement.The
Council will have to demonstrate that it is trustworthy. The
Council will need your encouragement,your support, and your
prayers.8

While much of this “mistrust” was related to the apartheid issue,
the conference wanted to make clear that it would take a stand on
all contemporary distortions of the truth.Therefore,in the second
part of its purpose statement,the conference indicated that it
would seek …to promote Biblically-grounded, critical analysis ofdistortions
of the truth in the contemporary world. Special attention should be given to
those ideologies which are prevalent in today’s society, such as secularism,
Marxism (including its theory and practice ofclass struggle), capitalism 

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus

1 van der Walt, Dr. B.J., “First International Conference for Christian
Higher Education, Review and Preview,” in Christian Higher Education:
The Contemporary Challenge; Potchefstroom: Institute for the
Advancement of Calvinism, 1976, p. 411.

2 Vander Stelt, Dr. John, “History and Vision of IAPCHE” (a paper
presented to a regional conference in Costa Rica, 1999), p. 3.

3 “Conference Statement,” in The Challenge of Marxist and Neo-Marxist
Ideologies for Christian Scholarship; Dordt College Press, Sioux Center,
Iowa, 1982, p. 273.

4 These presentations can be found in Circular of the International
Conferences for Christian Higher Education, No. 25, January, 1982.

5 “International Council for the Promotion of Christian Higher
Education (ICPCHE) in The Challenge of Marxist and Neo-Marxist
Ideologies for Christian Scholarship; Dordt College Press, Sioux Center,
Iowa, 1982, pp. 268, 269.

6 The Challenge, ICPCHE, p. 268.
7 Vander Stelt, Dr. John, “History and Vision of IAPCHE,” p. 3.
8 The Challenge, ICPCHE, pp. 279, 280.
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CHARITY IN RUSSIA Conference Flows
from Discussions following IAPCHE’s
Regional Conference
ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—The St.Petersburg School of
Religion and Philosophy (SRPh) and Ost-West Kontaktservice Ltd,
with the support of the Rotary Club, are pleased to announce an
international consultation on the topic of“Charity in Russia—
Concepts and Experiences ofCharity Investment and
Sponsorship,” to be held June 16-18,2006in St.Petersburg. The
conference will be a meeting point ofthe three parts of charity—
business, politicians and charities from different countries.
According to Natalya Pecherskaya (SRPh),“IAPCHE’s Moscow
conference on Christians’responsibility for civil society generated a
vigorous discussion about the role of charitable organizations in
Russia.This conference is one ofthe fruits of that discussion.” For
any questions please contact:Institute St. PetersburgSchool ofReligion
and Philosophy Saint-Petersburg,Bolshaya Morskaya 19,tel/f ax:
+7 (812) 703 7279,+7 (812) 327 3416  
charity-rus@srph.ru, http://www.srph.ru/en/news.html

Covering the Government 
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—The World Journalism Institute is
offering a three-week course titled “Covering the Government” at
Regent University in Washington,D.C. The course will run from
June 18 to July 7,2006, and will be taught by outstanding Christian
journalists from the Washington,D.C. area including Nancy Pearcey
(Francis Schaeffer Scholar),Julia Duin (Washington Times), Les Sillars
(Patrick Henry College),Bill Mattox (USA TodayBoard of
Contributors),Russ Pulliam (Indianapolis Star), and Bob Carey
(Gardner-Webb University).Three weeks ofclasses will be followed
by five weeks ofreporting assignments from hometowns to com-
plete the course.

Scholars Coming to Faith
The International Institute for Christian Studies invites Christian
academics to a Christian worldview conference titled “Scholars
Coming to Faith: Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of
C.S. Lewis’s Conversion.”

Seventy-five years ago C.S. Lewis came to faith in Jesus Christ.
After his conversion,he was never the same—and the world has
never been the same either. This conference will be a conversation
about the unique and uncommon conversion of academicians using
Lewis’s conversion as a backdrop. In commemoration of this con-
version anniversary, scholars will engage in a critical dialogue on
conversion,C.S. Lewis, and a Christian worldview.

Speakers at this conference include Charles Colson,founder and
chairman ofPrison Fellowship International;Phillip Johnson,
author ofDarwin on Trialand one ofthe leading authorities ofthe
Intelligent Design movement;Arthur Lindsley, senior fellow at the
C.S. Lewis Institute;Mary Poplin,professor ofeducation at
Claremont Graduate School;and Gordon Smith,president of
reSource Leadership International.

The conference will be held in Kansas City, July 20-22,2006.For
more information go to www.iics.com.

Journalism in Tinsel Town
LOS ANGELES, CA,USA—The World Journalism Institute offers
a 3-week course titled “Journalism in Tinsel Town.” This course
will be held July 23-August 11,2006at Biola University in the Los
Angeles area,and will focus on journalism and popular culture.
Teachers include Manny Garcia (Miami Herald) and Christine Tatum
(Denver Post). To apply for either ofthe WJI courses, go to:
www.worldji.com

C O N F E R E N C E S
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IAPCHE HISTORY III
continued from page 3
(including the oppression that results from faith in economic growth and power),
racism (including institutionalized forms ofracial discrimination such as
apartheid), nationalism (as the idolizing ofnational self-interest), and 
militarism (including trust in armaments for national security); and to distor-
tions oftruth, such as rationalism (including the idea ofthe autonomy ofrea-
son), scientism (including the idolizing ofscientific method), and historicism
(including the relativity ofnorms) which are encountered primarily within the
context ofscholarship.9

This commitment was taken very seriously at the time ofits adop-
tion and remains with the Association to this very day.

9 The Challenge, ICPCHE, p. 268.

Do You Have Materials for Our Archives?
Before John Vander Stelt moved from Iowa to Michigan,

he brought the sign (pictured above) to the IAPCHE
Records Office. Pictured with the sign are (L-R) Vander

Stelt,Anne Maatman, and John Hulst who served as
members of the original hosting committee for the 1981

ICICHE conf erence hosted by Dordt College. Hulst is in
the process ofupdating and organizing all of our records
so they will be preserved for future reference. Therefore
we are asking our members, especially those involved in
IAPCHE fr om its beginnings in 1975,to send us back
issues ofCircularand Orientation, minutes of board and
committee meetings, reports, and any other relevant

materials. If you have questions about this process, please
contact us at iapche@dordt.edu.



Information Communication Technology
is Focus of International Teacher
Education Conference
CHENNAI, INDIA—T he St.Christopher College of Education
(SCCE) is sponsoring a conference on the theme “Quality
Teacher Education and Information Communication
Technology” on July 27-29,2006in Chennai.

Faculty ofcolleges and universities are invited to submit papers
exploring this theme Information Communication Technology (ICT) in the
Quality Improvement ofInput, Process, and Output in Teacher Education
focusing on the following areas:
- ICT in preservice teacher education 
- ICT in inservice teacher educatin 
- Researching teacher education through ICT 
- Computer application in evalution in teacher education 
- ICT Intervention strategies for teaching 
- Networking teacher education through ICT for quality enhance-

ment 
- Quality monitoring through ICT 
- Collaborative teacher education in the global context.
The deadline for paper submisisons has been extended to July 10,
2006.

SCCE (pictured
right) is one ofthe
first training col-
leges in India to
cater to the inser-
vice needs ofteach-
ers through the
Department of
Extension Services
inaugurated in 1956.
A Women's Studies Centre was established in 1976 to respond to
the needs ofwomen and to bring their problems into the life and
concerns of the society. The Centre focuses activities on documen-
tation, development ofrural and urban women and research in
promoting channels communication among groups and institutions
concerned with the welfare of women.

For more information go to www.scced.com.

Nikolai Berdiaev and Unity of the
European Spirit
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—For the past three years,St.Andrew’s
Biblical Theological Institute, in cooperation with Ostkirchliches
Institut,Regensburg,and with the support of the Catholic
Committee for Cultural Collaboration (Rome),organized a number
of conferences on the problem of unity of European culture.Each
of them was dedicated to one ofthe Russian Silver Age thinkers,in
whose works this theme occupied an important place – Vladimir
Soloviev, Sergey Bulgakov and Pavel Florensky. To continue this
tradition,in 2006 St.Andrew’s is organizing an International
Academic Theological Conference devoted to Nikolai
Berdiaev—a prominent representative of Russian religious renais-
sance and also one ofthe most influential European thinkers of
the first halfof 20th century.

The Conference will take place in Moscow on Wednesday-Sunday,
September 27-October 1,2006. Leading theologians, philosophers,
and other specialists who made important contributions to the

scholarship of Russian and Western religious philosophy are invit-
ed.Those who wish to present a paper should send a summary
(1000 words at most) by e-mail to St.Andrew’s by July 1,2006.
Numbers are limited and early registration is strongly advised.A
limited number ofscholarships will be provided—mainly for speak-
ers from Eastern European countries. Visit St.Andrew’s website at
www.standrews.ru

Ultimate Purposes of Theological 
and Scientific Understandings 
as Explored in Cosmology, Creation,
Eschatology
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—In 2000,2003 and 2005,St.Andrew’s
Biblical Theological Institute, with the support of the John
Templeton Foundation, organized three international conferences
on the theme ofthe dialogue between religion and science. Our
next Dialogue between Religion and Science will take place in
Moscow November 8-12,2006,and is devoted to ultimate purpos-
es of theological and scientific understanding.

Science and theology take up very different positions when probing
the physics and metaphysics ofour universe and its beginning and
end.Theological query is structured around faith in a Creator tran-
scendent to this world. On the other hand,modern science reasons
from the premise ofnatural causality, which automatically excludes
any reference to a reality beyond this world. Science then demands
a logical approach be preserved in tackling cosmological theories
about the birth and death of the universe.

The purpose ofthis conference is two-fold: to clarify possible
points ofview on the beginning and the end ofthe universe, and
to search for principles ofcorrelation between scientific and theo-
logical approaches.

Within the framework of the conference, a wide-ranging discussion
will take up issues connected with scientific, philosophical and the-
ological understandings ofthe beginning and the end ofthe uni-
verse. In particular, the following questions will be addressed:

1. What is the character ofthe correlation of theological concep-
tions of creation and eschatology with modern cosmology?

2. Can evolution of the universe and life be a subject oftheologi-
cal interpretation?

3. Is it possible to show a relationship between theological ideas of
the fall,salvation and last judgement with the contemporary data
coming from anthropological disciplines?

4. Is it possible to find connections between ethical theories and
morality and the perspectives grounded in the fall and eschatol-
ogy?

Those who wish to present a paper should send a summary (1000
words at most) by e-mail to St.Andrew’s by July 15,2006.For reg-
istration and more information, visit St.Andrew’s website at
www.standrews.ru.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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bridge gaps between competing cultures/
worldviews? Dr. Sung Soo Kim(Kosin University, Korea) will
present the keynote address for this track.

Conferees will ask what kinds ofcurricular, pedagogical,and
administrative considerations assist us in addressing conflicts that
arise between Christians and non-Christians, as well as among
Christians. They will consider such questions as:How do we teach
as a part of a minority or majority worldview community? How do
we evaluate competing worldviews?

TRACK TWO: What can Christian higher education do to
promote educational well-being? Dr. Faith Nguru (Daystar
University, Kenya) will be the lead presenter here.

Conferees will consider the factors that assist and that that con-
strain effective education in the developing world. In what ways can
the curriculum,pedagogy and administration of Christian higher
education assist Christians involved in the expansion ofday school
education around the world?

TRACK THREE: How does Christian higher education con-
nect kingdom citizenship to specific regional issues and
crises? The keynote address for this track will be given by Dr.
Henk Jochemsen (Ede Christian University, The Netherlands).

How can Christian higher education prepare students to respond to
various crises ofour times? How should Christians address such
issues as the HIV/AIDS epidemic, respond to political repression,
redress economic disparity, or address biotechnological develop-
ments? The goal is not so much to determine the “right answers”
to these complicated issues, but to seek better ways to prepare citi-
zens ofGod’s kingdom to deal with them.

Various presentations will be given in each of the three tracks. On
Day 4,conferees will also be asked to divide by regions to plan
strategies appropriate to their own cultural context. On Day 5,Dr.
Joel Carpenter (Calvin College) will wrap things up with a closing
keynote address titled “Christian Higher Education in Global
Context: Where do we go from here?”This will be followed by a
communion service.

Devotional times will be led by Prof. Alexandre Brasil (UFRJ,
Brazil), Prof. Alicia Winters (Corporacion Universitaria
Reformada,Colombia), Rev.Dr. Jerjes Ruiz (UPOLI,
Nicaragua), and Prof. Blanca Cortes (CIEETS, Nicaragua).

A new feature of this international conference is the Research
Expo. Conference delegates are invited to share their scholar-
ship (paper, book, course syllabus, or research project in
process) in poster-session format. The expo, arranged by dis-
ciplines, will provide opportunity to discuss discipline-specific
topics from a variety of cultural contexts. This new feature
was added in response to requests from our members for
opportunity to discuss issues relevant to their specific field of
study. A poster-session abstract for the Expo is due before
September 1,2006,in order to be included in the expo catalog.

Conferees will be given a much-needed break on the afternoon of
November 16,with a cultural excursion to Masaya for a folkloric
Verbena presentation and
dinner at the marketplace.

The registration fee for
Congreso Internacional
2006 is $435US, which
includes six nights lodging
with breakfast in a shared
double room at Hotel
Alhambra (pictured right),
six lunches and fice dinners,
the Masaya excursion,
round-trip airport transfers,
conference papers and regis-
tration materials, and a copy
of the proceedings. Persons
willing to share a triple room may deduct $15,and those willing to
share a quad room may deduct $40.If you prefer a single room,the
cost is $510.Visit www.iapche.org to register for CI06.Through
the generosity of some IAPCHE members, some money is
available for partial subsidy for delegates. To apply, complete
the online form at www.iapche.org. Awards begin on  June 1,2006,
and will continue as long as funds are available.

Although most presentation slots are filled for the tracks, we are
still accepting abstracts for consideration. See the CALL FOR
PAPERS on www.iapche.org. For previous international confer-
ences, members were specifically invited to submit papers.Because
of the increase in our membership, we are now putting out a gener-
al Call for Papers to be considered.We are grateful to God for the
many abstracts we have received from all regions ofthe world.

Dordt Student Designs Conference Logo
SIOUX CENTER,IA, USA--The logo for the Congreso
Internacional 2006was designed by Amanda Niewenhuis, a
sophomore graphic design and fine arts studio major at Dordt
College.

IAPCHE presented the graphic
arts class ofDr. David Versluis
with a challenge:design an original
logo for its conference brochure.
Class members were encouraged
to incorporate some aspect ofthe
San Francisco Convent’s colonial
architecture into their design.They
were also asked to suggest in some
way the mission and calling of
IAPCHE.

Amanda says of her artwork, “I
discovered that the arch is one of
the main architectural elements
used in colonial style. Along with
the arch, I noticed the bell tower
was one feature that defined this
building. The symbol ofthe bell reflects not only the history of the
building, but also hints at the educational mission and calling of
IAPCHE.” She liked the idea ofthe three towers,suggestive of the
Trinity, as well as the concept of a ringing bell calling students to
come and be taught.

continued from page 1

Amanda’s design was the one
chosen from the fifteen 

submissions. Amanda hails from
Corsica,South Dakota, and hopes

to pursue a career as a 
professional photographer or

graphic designer.
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National Institute for Christian Education
BLACKTOWN, AUSTRALIA--The National Institute for Christian
Education, based in Blacktown,aims to provide Christian teacher
education and educational support for Australian school communi-
ties, with a particular focus on Christian parent controlled school
associations.

Its three “strategic pillars,” which provide the framework guiding its
development,are 
- Providing Christian teacher education
- Facilitating school and curriculum development 
- Articulating and nurturing a biblical worldview.

NICE was formally instituted in 1991,under the umbrella of the
Christian Parent Controlled Schools movement,which recognized
that if CPCS schools were to retain their distinctive character, their
teachers would need to receive training that reflected the reforma-
tional worldview of the movement.In 1996,NICE worked with
Southland College (a Sydney-based Christian College) to form the
College of Christian Higher Education (CCHE) for the purposes of
obtaining joint accreditation for courses through the NSW
Department of Education.

By 2004,CCHE had accreditation for Bachelor of Education,
Graduate Diploma ofEducation, Master ofEducation, Master of
Education (Professional Leadership and Training),and Master of
Education (Honours).

Under the principalship ofDr. Doug Blomberg,and aided by Dr.
Ian Lambert, NICE enrolled about 400 students per year by 1999.
In 2004,NICE graduated its first South African cohort of 11 stu-
dents. The current principal ofNICE is Dr. Richard Edlin.

NICE is also active through:
- The NSW Curriculum Committee in providing one-day profes-

sional development non-accredited activities 
- The organization of conferences  
- Inter-organizational scholarly exchanges 
- Support of Christian teacher education initiatives in several over-

seas locations 
- Publication of the Christian Teachers Journal

As NICE has matured,the value ofits courses has been discovered
across a broad spectrum of the international Christian education
community. NICE courses and lecturers are in considerable demand
in nations as diverse as the United Kingdom,South Africa,
Singapore,New Zealand,and Germany.Since NICE receives no
government funding, this increased demand (often from economi-
cally depressed areas) continues to make the process ofresource
management ofboth staff and funding within NICE to be a deli-
cate activity.

NICE does not measure its success by growth,but by the degree to
which it remains faithful in disseminating a biblically faithful per-
spective on education throughout Australia,and facilitates this dis-
semination on a global scale. Please pray for the council,staff, and
students ofNICE as they engage in this great enterprise ofthe
cause ofChristian education.

IAPCHE Office Staff
Tucked away on the quiet second floor of Dordt College’s BJ Haan
auditorium,with the sounds ofmusic practice often wafting in the
background,is the IAPCHE Office, directed by Nick Lantinga and
managed by Anne Maatman.We would like to introduce you to a
few people who assist them on a regular part-time basis.

Manuela and Gloria Ayeehave been
working with IAPCHE since 2003 as
work-study students, assisting with
mailings, conference organization, and
pretty much anything else that needs
doing. Both girls graduated from
Dordt College in 2006,Manuela with a
degree in Engineering
Science/Chemistry and Gloria with an

English Literature/Pre-legal degree. Manuela will be starting her
PhD in Chemical Engineering at Iowa State University this fall,and
Gloria will be attending Duke University and pursuing a Master’s in
Liberal Studies. Their father, Dr. Emmanuel Ayee, is a former
IAPCHE Board Member.

Jo Faber recently retired as Dordt College’s
Placement Coordinator and now volunteers
one morning a week for IAPCHE.“Having
worked with school administrators for four-
teen years,” she says, “I developed many
friends and acquaintances around the world
who are engaged in all aspects ofChristian
education. Therefore,last fall,when Nick
Lantinga spoke to our church’s adult discus-
sion group about IAPCHE and its Christian

higher education vision,my interest in the organization was
sparked.I was impressed with the concrete goals expressed by
Nick. By January I was involved in the organization, helping with
fund raising for the 2006 international conference in Nicaragua.”

Evelyn Hielema has worked for IAPCHE
for the last eight years,helping assemble,
write and edit articles for Contact, and editing
academic papers to be published in
Proceedings. Evelyn works part-time as a reg-
istered nurse, and has done contract editing
and proofreading for various organizations
and individuals. Her family is currently reset-
tling in Ancaster, Ontario, Canada,where her
husband,Syd, is beginning work as campus

pastor ofRedeemer University College;she hopes to continue
working for IAPCHE via email.

Marlene Veenstra has been the IAPCHE
office assistant since July 2003.She works
part-time for IAPCHE and also part-time for
another area business. Her duties at
IAPCHE include membership record
upkeep, inviting institutions to membership,
and coordinating church offerings.
Marlene and her husband Charles, a profes-
sor of Communication at Dordt College,
have four children and three grandchildren

who live in various parts of the United States. Working part-time
enables Marlene to visit them when the opportunity arises.
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(CCCU)—has a new “International Faculty Network” designed to
connect available professors with places overseas that need faculty
and/or administrative assistance. (See page 10.)
Center for Reformed Philosophy/F ree University—Jet

Wiegand-Timmer presented a report which described the threats
the continuing secularization of the Netherlands poses to
Christian education. At the same time, there is hope, as the
Dutch government requires justification of a school’s existence,
which leads to renewed reflection about identity and mission.

Christian School Education Research Center in Seoul,
Korea—Sang-Jin Park reported the three-fold task ofthis new
venture:research, teacher education, and leadership training. The
goal is to aid the development ofChristian schools in Korea.

National Institute for Christian Education (NICE)
(Australia)—Richard Edlin reported that 400 teachers are cur-
rently enrolled in the distance education courses (300 ofthem
from Australia).

Reformed Church of East Africa—Dan Nandwa described the
challenge of incorporating Christianity in schools essentially
taken over by the government.

Instituto Libr e de Mexico de Estudio Superiores—Darrel
Hilbrands reviewed how the government has taken control of all
education in Mexico. ILMES, along with other efforts, seeks to
develop alternatives to the government program.Darrel
explained the need for developing relationships with Christian
educational organizations outside ofMexico.

Church of South India (CSI)—Bishop Dorai provided back-
ground to the CSI efforts, and explained current difficulties, espe-
cially with regard to government regulations which seriously limit
opportunity for faith development among students. Dorai hopes
for closer ties with CCCU colleges and IAPCHE members.

Following the reports, participants discussed strategies for coopera-
tion and mutual support. John Van Dyk reviewed resolutions that
were proposed by the previous five consultations, and discussion
focused on the following themes:
1. IAPCHE plans. Anne Maatman,IAPCHE Director of

Operations, made a briefpower point presentation describing the
services IAPCHE offers.She then focused on the plans for the
November 2006 international conference to be held in
Nicaragua.Maatman described the nature and intent of“Track
2” of the conference, specially geared to address the question of
how Christian higher education can and should serve K-12 day
school education. She invited proposals for papers and respon-
dents in Track 2.

2.Web ring and list-serve.Maatman reported that the web ring
and list-serve proposed at last year’s consultation have been
established.IAPCHE will add the “new” agencies represented at
this year’s consultation to the web ring. However, thus far the
list-serve has seen no activity.

3.Networking. Participants discussed ways of increasing the func-
tionality ofnetworking among the various agencies. The follow-
ing issues were addressed:How can we enhance connections
between countries? Can we develop concrete programs (such as
facilitating transfer of credits among IAPCHE-related institu-
tions)? What are the possibilities for international accreditation of
programs? The CASC (Christian Academic Studies Certificate)
was discussed.How can we construct avenues to expand infor-
mation about resources? What organizations provide what
resources? What funding problems attend network activity?
Should we design a network/c learinghouse ofspecific use to 
K-12 educators?

4.The benefits and the future of the IAPCHE/CES 
consultations were also considered.
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Educational Agencies from Five Regions Represented
continued from page 1

EDUCATION CONSUL TATION P ARTICIP ANTS (L-R) Seated: Darrel Hilbr ands, Instituto Libr e de Mexico de Estudio Superiores, Mexico; Jack
Fennema,independent consultant; Sang-Jin Park, Christian School Education Research Center (CSERC), Seoul,Korea; Al Boerema,Calvin College; Ha-Min
Beak,CSERC; Dan Beerens, Christian Schools International; Lee Hollaar, Education Leadership Consultations, independent consultant;Richard Edlin,
National Institute for Christian Education, Australia; John Van Dyk, Dordt College, CES, Standing:Anne Maatman, IAPCHE; Daniel Nandwa, Reformed
Church of East Africa; H.A.C Jet Wiegand-Timmer, Free University, the Netherlands;Finn Laursen,Christian Educators Association International; Don
Oppewal, Friends of Mkar (Nig eria) University; Adrian Guldemond,Christian Schools Canada;Rich Snoeyink, Trinity Christian College; Bishop M. Dorai, CSI
(Church of South India), Coimbatore (India) Diocese  - CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Science  - CSI Industrial Training Center  - CSI Polytechnic
College  - CSI Nursing School  - CSI Teachers Training School  - Nursery Teachers Training School; Clinton Stockwell, Chicago Semester; Ron L. Har tgerink,
NetAct (Southern Africa); Hilda Roukema,Ontario Christian Schools Teachers Association (OCSTA); John C. Vander Stelt,IAPCHE; George N. Monsma Jr.,
IAPCHE. Not pictur ed: Jim Lont, Reformed Ecumenical Council.

In addition, the following agencies were unable to send a representative but submitted written reports:
-  ACSI, Dave Wilcox reporting. Dave intended to be present but was prevented by a last-minute emergency 
- Council of Christian Colleges and Universities, Anne Maatman reporting (Anne recently attended the CCCU meeting in Texas) 
- Christian Reformed Church, Mik e Bruinooge reporting 
- Covenant College (Lookout Mountain, GA), Jim Drexler reporting 
- European Educators’ Christian Association (EURECA), John Shortt reporting 
- Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning, David Smith reporting 
- Redeemer University College, Jo Kuyvenhoven reporting 
- St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy (Russia),Natalia Pecherskaya reporting 
- Worldwide Christian Schools, Scott Vander Kooy, Dale Dieleman,Steve Geurink reporting



with wider historical,cultural, social and theological perspectives
especially against the Asian contexts;

- The reality in Asia is that Christianity is a minority among all soci-
eties, where educational development and reform have become
national agenda rather than that of the Church enterprises during
the “missionary” era.Special reference should be made to Asian
nationalism,cultural diversity and religious pluralism in Asian
countries;

- In comparing the development ofChristian higher education in
cross-national studies, scholars are enlightened to see similarities
as well as regional differences which further enable them to be
open to other educational philosophies, more illuminating ideas
and more variety ofmodels;

- Against the Asian socio-political contexts, the following questions
may deserve our more attentions:Why and how Christian higher
education had responded to the certain Asian impacts and trends
the way it did;what have been the results and their implications?
Also, to what extent should Christian higher education be con-
cerned and involved in socio-political as well as religious-cultural
issues? How should Christian higher education relate itselfto the
respective governments and authorities in Asia? And in the case
of mainland China,where no formal Christian higher education
institution exists at the present moment,what are the prospects
of Christian studies in Chinese academia in interdisciplinary con-
text, and in relation to the Chinese authorities as well as the
Church?

The papers presented at this conference (See box right.) will be
revised and submitted for a further review process by the end of
June, 2006. Successful ones will be published in a book form by
the Chung Chi College of The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
as a contribution to celebrate the college’s 55th anniversary by the
end of this year.
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International Conference
Christian Higher Education in Asia

The Centre for the Study of Religion and Chinese Society
Chung Chi College at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

February 2006

CHENG , Hon Man, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, A
Narrative Approach to the Christian Philosophy ofEducation: Storied
Qualities ofTwo Christian Educators at the Chung Chi College ofthe
CUHK
CHOI, Jai-keun, Yonsei University, Korea,Modern Development of
Christian Higher Education in Korea: The Case ofYonsei’s Search for a
Christian Identity and Role as Witness in a Secular World
CHOONG , Chee Pang, The Lutheran World Federation,
Singapore,Christian Studies in Chinese Universities: Then and Now
JO, Young-hun, Hannam University, Korea,Identity ofChristian
Higher Education in Korean Universities: An Historical and Sociological Study
KANG, Zhijie , University of Hubei,China,Study for the Purpose of
Application and Repaying the Society: Boone Library School Wuchang’s Model
for Running a School and Its Contribution and Influence on Modernization of
Chinese Modern Society
KIM, Hyun-sook, Yonsei University, Korea,Changing Paradigms on
Theological Education: Dreams and Visions ofChristian Higher Education in
Korea
KIM, Yung-han, Soongsil University, Korea,Theological Development
and Identity ofChristian University in Korea
LAU, Siu Lun, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Converging
under Colonial Setting: The Experiences ofBaptist College and Chung Chi
College in Hong Kong
LEE, Jack C., Tunghai University, Taiwan,The Christian Higher
Education at Tunghai University: A Preliminary Historical Review and
Reflection
LEUNG , Philip Yuen Sang, Chung Chi College, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, The Future ofthe Past is Now: Reflections on
Chrisian Higher Education in China 
LIU , Jitong, Peking University, China,Cultural Transplantation and
Cultural Creation: Historical Study on the Formation and Development of
Medical Social Work ofPeking Union Medical College
MORIMO TO, Anri, International Christian University, Japan,The
Irony ofSuccess: Visions Maintained and Redefined in the Case of
International Christian University
MULLINS , Mark R., Sophia University, Japan,The Challenges of
Nationalism and Secularization for Christian Higher Education in Japan:
Some Comparative Observations
NG, Peter Tze Ming, The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Christian Higher Education in China: A Globalization View
PARK, Soyoung, Keimyung University, Korea,Keimyung University
and Catholic University ofDaegu: Development ofTheir Higher Christian
Education
SHIN , Kuk-won, Chongshin University, Korea,Four Models of
Christian Universities in Korea: An Overview and Comparison in Context
THA VAMONY, J.Dinakarlal, Representative of IAPCHE,
Dreams and Visions ofChristian Higher Education in India
WANG, Licheng, Fudan University, China,Globalization and
Nationalism:A Comparative Study ofChristian Higher Education in China
and Korea
WATANABE, Yuko, Chuo University, Japan,Christian Schools and
the Governmental Regulations Comparative Studies ofChinese and Japanese
Christian Education
WOODBERRY, Robert D., University of Texas at Austin,USA,
Missionary Higher Education and Its Consequences
WU, Yixiong, Sun Yat-sen University, China,Cheng Xiangfan and the
Indigenization ofChinese Christian Education
YANG, Jianlong, Shanghai Normal University, China,The Chinese
Modern Writer and Christian Schools
ZHANG , LIPING , Sichuan University, China,The Adoption Of
West China Union University to Chinese Culture: The Research OfChinese
Christian Higher Educations’Indigenization

CONTCONTACT Goes ElectronicACT Goes Electronic

Effective June 2006, CONTCONTACTACT will distributed in 
electronic format to all members--individuals, affiliates,

and presidents, provosts and liaisons at institutional
members. Libraries at member institutions will receive a

paper copy. The board approved this change due to
increased costs of printing and postage.

A e-mail announcement will give the link from which to
download the CONTACT in PDF format. 

IAPCHE plans to have four issues per year 
under this new arrangement.

NEXTNEXT ISSUE - SEPTEMBER 2006ISSUE - SEPTEMBER 2006
Copy deadline: August 10, 2006

Any member may request a p aper copy by post al
mail for an annual charge of $30US, in addition to

their annual dues. (As before, members who cannot
afford to p ay dues, may request a waiver .) 

E-mail the office at iapche@dord t.edu. 

E-CONTE-CONTACTACT
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Reactions to Anti-Muslim Cartoon
JOS, NIGERIA—Adrian and Wendy Helleman, working on
behalfof Christian Studies International,wrote in their March
newsletter: Concerning the “cartoon problem,”Nigeria has experienced its
share ofunrest. Please pray with us for the families ofthose who died in recent
demonstrations all over the country. Many churches were burned, some with
people inside. Church leaders were targeted. Our missionary colleagues in Niger
State were evacuated after death threats were posted, and one ofthe churches
burnt. Praise God that some local chiefs have expressed regret, promised to
bring the perpetrators to justice, and even volunteered to help rebuild the church-
es. We are grateful that the threat ofviolence did not materialize in Jos. 

In a subsequent newsletter, the Hellemans gave another update:The
cartoon problem seems to have disappeared as quickly as it arose, although it
left hundreds dead in its wake. Both Christians and Muslims are slowly realiz-
ing that the endless cycle ofreligiously-motivated violence here in Nigeria needs
to end. This requires people ofgoodwill on both sides, who can calm down the
calls ofextremists. There are some small signs that this is happening.

Christian Worldview Approach to Arts 
NEW YORK, NY, USA—Nancy Pearcey, the Francis A.
Schaeffer Chair ofthe World Journalism Institute, delivered a
keynote address on a Christian worldview approach to the arts in
February at the annual conference ofthe International Arts
Movement (IAM) in New York City. Pearcey shared the podium
with the chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, Dana
Gioia,and actress Patricia Heaton of Everybody Loves Raymond.

Lepers at Risk
SAO PAULO, BRAZIL—IAPCHE member Dr. Zoica Bakirtzief
is coauthor ofan article titled “Risk factors for participation restric-
tion in leprosy and development ofa screening tool to identify
individuals at risk” published in Leprosy Review(2005) 76,305-315.
For more information about American Leprosy Missions Inc., see
www.almbrasil.com.br.

Courses for Leaders in Missions
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY—The Protestant Institute for Mission
Studies, Budapest,is cooperating with the University of South
Africa and Pápa Reformed Theological Seminary to offer two post-
graduate level courses. These courses aim to provide students with
practical and academic skills as they reflect on their past mission
experiences and as they are exposed to new mission opportunities
at home and abroad.These courses are being attended by those
who are—or who will be—in leadership positions in the churches
and mission organizations in Hungary and in the Central and
Eastern European region.

“Church and Changes” Course Offered
MAROVO LAGOON, SOLOMON ISLANDS—Rev.Bulaid
Leto teaches a senior seminary course at Seghe Theological
Seminary,Solomon Islands, titled Church and Changes. The course
focuses on how the process ofsecularization through moderniza-
tion affects the church. Leto discusses the Marxist/Leninist world
view, the secular humanist world view, and the cosmic humanist
world view—and how these all differ and conflict with the
Christian worldview. The course is particularly relevant to the situa-
tion in the Solomon Islands in which secularism giving rise to plu-
ralism has opened the way for the filtering in ofthe Muslim reli-
gion in the past four years due to ethnic conflicts and political ten-
sions.

International Faculty Network
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—The Council for Christian Colleges
and Universities (CCCU) sponsors an International Faculty
Network as a response to the emerging global reality ofthe wide-
spread establishment ofChrist-centered institutions ofhigher edu-
cation outside North America.This network provides a way for
professors to lend a personal and professional hand in support of
this international movement.

The Network is a two-way partnership program which facilitates
contacts and communication between:CCCU international affiliate
institutions seeking qualified faculty, administrators,and profession-
al support staff to fill short-term personnel needs, and individual
educators in CCCU schools, particularly those who may be recently
retired and/or those desiring sabbatical and/or cross-cultural edu-
cational experiences.

According to Dwight Jessup, Senior Fellow at CCCU, “…I know
first-hand the very positive results that accrue to both the visiting
professors and the host institutions….I hope we have a growing
number ofpersons associated with CCCU schools who want to
expand their personal and professional horizons, deepen their inter-
national understandings, extend the boundaries oftheir services,
and experience new cross-cultural educational settings.”

To facilitate this partnership, the CCCU maintains a web-based
referral service consisting of(1) a descriptive registry of short-term
professional personnel needs ofCCCU affiliate schools, and (2) a
listing of individual professional personnel from CCCU member
institutions who are applying for short-term service outside North
America.

Stephen Noll (Uganda Christian University) says, “As a CCCU
affiliate institution that has already benefited from visiting faculty
from CCCU schools, we are very excited about the International
Faculty Network. [It] will help us fill academic and administrative
gaps as well as train some ofour own local staff to be excellent in
their work.” Dr. Beth Doriani from Regent University calls it “a
terrific program.”

To access the referral website, log on to www.cccu.org and choose
the “career center”option.
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At the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCUCU)
International Forum in Texas, USA, in March: (L-R) Rich Gathro, CCCU;
Nic k Lantinga, IAPCHE, Ken Gnanakan,International Council Higher

Education. Gathro facilitated the workshop where Lantinga and Gnanakan
co-presented on the topic “Proclaiming Jesus in a Pluralistic Context.”



Grants to Network Christian Scholars
DALLAS, TX, USA—After reviewing nine applications, the
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities has chosen the
new recipients for the next round of Initiative Grants to Network
Christian Scholars. The winning projects and teams are:
—Good Book and Holy Land: Historical Perspectives on Anglo-American

Christians’Critical Engagement with the Bible and the Middle East.
Stephen Alter, Gordon College (project director),Thomas Kidd,
Baylor University, Sarah Miglio, University of Notre Dame and
Timothy Larsen,Wheaton College.

—A Christian Theoretical Framing for the Concepts ofReligion, Spirituality
and Culture in Healthcare. Barbara Pesut,Trinity Western University
(project director),Bart Cusveller, Christian University Ede (The
Netherlands),Marsha Fowler, Azusa Pacific University, Elizabeth
Johnston Taylor, Loma Linda University and Sheryl Reimer-
Kirkham,Trinity Western University.

Training for School Administrators 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, USA—The International Council for
Education Development (ICED),directed by Sam Song, will deliv-
er an ongoing training program for Chinese school administrators
in Anqing, China.It has also been agreed to develop this program
into the future School of Education for St.Paul University. In addi-
tion, Shanghai educational officials have requested this program for
their school administrators.

Indian Bishop Visits IAPCHE Instituions
SIOUX CENTER,IA, USA—In April, Bishop M. Dorai of the
Tamil Nadu Diocese ofthe Church of South India (CSI) visited
three IAPCHEmember institutions, Calvin College,Dordt College,
and Northwestern College. While becoming acquainted with the
adminsitration and faculty ar these schools, Dorai explored the pos-
sibilities for faculty and student-exchanges and other partnerships.

In his work as bishop, Dorai serves 96 pastorates which include
121,597 members.His diocese includes 13 nursery nchools, 69 pri-
mary and middle schools, five high schools, ten higher secondary
schools, three matriculation schools, three matriculation higher sec-
ondary schools, two arts and science colleges, one engineering col-
lege,one polytechnic college,one vocational training college,two
secondary grade teacher training institutes, and one kindergarten
teacher training institute. The Coimbatore diocese also includes var-
ious hostels, day care centers,hospitals, a nursing school,homes fro
children with disabilities, a geriatric health care training center, as
well as other compassion projects.

Update from the Fowlers
ELTHAM, VIC., AUSTRALIA—Longtime members of IAPCHE,
Stuart and Joy Fowler, wrote in March before their departure for
their annual trip to Kenya and South Africa:Our main commitment at
Scott Theological College, which is our first love in Africa and continues to have
a central place, is to work with a small team in getting the proposed Master of

Education program into the shape required before it is submitted to Kenya’s
Commission for Higher Education (CHE) for accreditation. It is chartered as
a private university under Kenya's Universities Act which provides for both
public and private universities. Scott has a gained a good deal ofrespect from
CHE.

The National Institute for Christian Education (NICE), which we work with
in Australia, is providing a base for this with its own highly regarded pro-
gramme that has been accredited in Australia for several years. However, the
policy ofNICE is that it does not promote its own programs in Africa but
aims to empower African institutions, not only to deliver the programs but to
develop them in a way that suits the unique cultural contexts ofAfrica. We
are looking forward to working with the Scott team on this since we see it as
having a huge potential to extend a transforming Christian presence throughout
East Africa's educational system.

Our main objective for this year in South Africa is to provide support to
Hebron Theological College, situated on the outskirts ofJohannesburg, in
preparation for launching a Master ofEducation program parallelling that
being launched at Scott. The slowness and bureaucratic nature ofthe accredita-
tion process in South Africa is likely to mean that the launch ofthis program
will be later than that in Kenya.

Exploring the Foundations of
Constructivism in Education
GOUDA, THE NETHERLANDS—Constructivism is momentari-
ly the leading philosophy in education in the Western world. Most
renewal movements on all levels ofeducation tell us so. When
studying the merits ofconstructivist education, an assessment from
the perspective of stewardship education is in order. As a result of
contacts between the Christian University Driestar educatief, at
Gouda in the Netherlands and North West University
(Potchefstroom),South Africa,the research unit “Education and
Identity” of the Christian University Driestar educatief engaged in
a thorough exploration of constructivism theory and practice in
Australia,the Netherlands, and South Africa.This joint venture has
resulted in a publication, The call to know this world—A view on con-
structivism and education having a theoretical as well as a practical
focus. The first issue will appear in October 2006.The themes cov-
ered and authors involved are:
1.Constructivist teaching-learning theory:a stewardship approach:

Johannes L.van der Walt and Stuart Fowler
2.Stewardship in education and integral learning:Johan Hegeman
3. Implications for Teacher Education in the Netherlands:Bram de

Muynck
4. Implications for Teacher Education in South Africa:Hercules

Nieuwoudt and Aubrey Golighty

The book can be ordered at: Buijten en Schipperheijn,Postbus
22708,1100 DE Amsterdam;www.buiten.nl;0031- 20 - 5241010;
e-mail;info@buijten.nl.

For more information, please contact the editors Bram de Muynck:
ademuynck@driestar-educatief.nl and Hannes van der Walt: jlvd-
walt@intekom.co.za

You are invited to join an online debate on constructivism and
stewardship education on our English language platform
http://www.driestar-
educatief.nl/Algemeen/Lectoraat/Contact/subscribe.htm.
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Dorai also became acquainted
with IAPCHE members at a din-
ner hosted by the Executive
Secretary Emeritus, John Hulst.
Pictured right: (L-R) John and
Louise Hulst; Dorai, Nic k
Lantinga, IAPCHE Ex ecutive
Director; Anne Maatman,
IAPCHE Dir ector of Operations;
Emmanual Ayee, former
IAPCHE board member.
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University Changes Name
CHEONAN, KOREA—Cheonan University, an institutional mem-
ber of IAPCHE,has been renamed Baekseok University, and its
location has been changed from Seoul to Cheonan.The official liai-
son for the university is Dr. John B. Kim
(bkimkampen@korea.com). Dr. Kim was formerly known as Dr.
Byung Gook Kim.

Students Organize Congress
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—More than 200 students at the
Polytechnic University of Nicaragua (UPOLI) participated in
the I Congress organized by the UPOLI Student Union.Students
were exposed to important conferences such as “Sciences and
Technology,” by Engineer Arturo Collado, Secretary of the
National Council ofUniversities;“Reforms to the National
Education Law,” by Mrs.Blanca Galarza,Vice Rector ofStudent
Affairs;and “Role of Students in Social Struggles,” by Dr. Carlos
Tunnermann,a prestigious Nicaraguan academic.

Training to Work with Needy Youth
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—In January, just before the start of the new
semester, a seminar was held at RACU (Russian-American
Christian University) in Moscow to discuss the training of
Christian professionals to work with needy children and youth.
Seminar participants were experts in child welfare from the U.S. and
Russia.

One of the main topics discussed was children who become institu-
tionalized because their families can no longer care for them.When
they turn 17,eight out often institutionalized youth who are
released from state orphanages in Russia fall into prostitution or
become drug addicts within two years,one out often commits sui-
cide, and only one goes on to live a “normal life.” Convinced that
RACU has a major role to play in training Christian professionals to
serve these most vulnerable and needy Russian citizens—orphans
and institutionalized youth—RACU is making child welfare a sub-
specialty for its social work majors.Internships will be developed to
help students gain practical work skills, and child welfare experts
will be brought in to social work classes to share their experiences
and insights.

Institute for Christian Studies News
TORONTO, ONT., CANADA—Dr. Jonathan Chaplin,who occu-
pied the Herman Dooyeweerd Chair in Social and Political
Philosophy at the Institute for Christian Studies (ICS),where he
has been the Senior Member in Political Theory since 1999,has
been appointed Director of the Institute for Christian Ethics at
Tyndale House in Cambridge,England.This appointment will allow
Jonathan to continue his research, writing, and speaking in the area
of Christian social and political thought.His new appointment
commences in the summer of2006.

This past year, in addition to his teaching and research, Jonathan
served very effectively as Academic Dean and,for a time, as Acting
President.He was to begin a sabbatical after this term.

The ICS appreciates the wonderful contribution Jonathan and
Adrienne have made to ICS as an academic community and to the
broader Christian community in political theory and in aesthetics.
We urged them to stay, but recognize and honour the strong pull of
their European roots, their family ties, and the strategic opportuni-
ties of this new position.
—Dr. Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin,Senior Member Aesthetics at

ICS since 1999,will also return to Cambridge after completing her
course commitments for the next academic term. Adrienne has cre-
ated important links between the Christian Art Community and the
ICS through Art Talks! and other collaborations. In England,
Adrienne will continue her research and writing projects.
—Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin presented a lecture for art students
at the Jubilee Conference in Pittsburgh organized by the Coalition
for Christian Outreach in February.Her lecture,titled “Art, Faith
and Warhol:Journeying Between the Modern and the Postmodern,”
was held in the lecture theatre of the Warhol Museum and was fol-
lowed by a tour through the museum led by Dengerink.
—George Vandervelde, senior member emeritus, is currently visit-
ing the Free University of Amsterdam,where he is teaching a
course on Christology. This is Vandervelde’s second stint as guest
lecturer at the VU, where he did his master’s and doctoral work in
the seventies.
—Lambert Zuidervaart’s book on Artistic Truth(Cambridge
University Press, 2004) has been selected as the winner ofthe
SymposiumBook Award. One winner is selected each year from a
field of recent books in continental philosophy written by authors
in Canada and abroad.The Canadian Society for Continental
Society, which publishes the journal Symposium and sponsors the
award, will feature Zuidervaart as its keynote speaker at York
University in May 2006.

Seeking Advice on Grading/Transcripts
CORREGIDORA,MEXICO—Darrel Hilbrands, Rector of the
Instituto Libr e de Mexico de Estudio Superiores, writes, “We
are in the process oftrying to standardize our grading system.
Unfortunately there is no one system.Does IAPCHE have a pre-
ferred system,or is there a preferred system in the majority ofthe
affiliated schools? In Mexico the most common is a 10-point sys-
tem.Also, would you have some suggested or standard transcript
format?” IAPCHE members are invited to offer their input by
sending an email to rector@ilmes.org.

New CCCU President
Dr. Paul R.Corts has been named the fifth president ofthe 30-
year-old Council for Christian Colleges and Universities
(CCCU).The selection ofCorts, who has served as Assistant
Attorney General for Administration for the U.S. Department of
Justice since 2002,was announced at the CCCU International
Forum on Christian Higher Education in Dallas, Texas, on March
31.Corts’ acceptance ofthe position concludes an 11-month
search by a nine-member committeechaired by Carl Zylstra,
President ofDordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa.“As a search
committee, we were extremely gratified to identify a candidate with
Dr. Corts’ experience, wisdom,and heart for Christian higher edu-
cation,” says Zylstra.

West Yorkshire School of Christian Studies 
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Our aim is to build,here in Leeds, a “criti-
cal mass”of support for Christian scholarship and we believe,if
we succeed in that, the work of Christian higher education will
move ahead with some permanence. We are also convinced that a
firm substructure of Christian philosophy has to be in place ifthe
educational and scholarly task is not to degenerate in fundamental-
ist or liberal directions.

With an eye on the development ofChristian Higher Education in
Britain,we have networked with leaders of several organizations
(e.g. Damaris, Dare to Engage, John Ray Initiative,Clapham

continued on page 13
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Connections, Christian Academic Network, London Institute for
Contemporary Christianity in Manchester, Crusaders,and the
Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship.) We were consulted
by organizations setting up a Biblical and Worldviews Centre in
Canberra,Australia.A WYSOCS-based series oflectures in North
London aroused interest and our website is widely appreciated.

The Thinking Space gap-year program has enabled us to focus
attention on the provision ofa coherent curriculum that builds a
confident Christianity, instills a reformational worldview, enables
students to cope with intellectual challenges in university and pro-
vides tools for evangelism.It has also allowed us to develop contact
with other groups involved in Christian higher education. Two stu-
dents from the Károli Gáspár Reformed University in Budapest are
currently enrolled in the course. It is
probable that others will follow
them.We hope that Christian stu-
dents from other countries will be
attracted to our programs in order
to learn reformational basics and,
for some, to be able to improve
their English language skills in a
Christian community.

June Meetings
SIOUX CENTER,IA, USA—The
Executive Committee met face-to-
face for the first time since 2003.
Dordt College provided the venue-
for the meetings on June 2-3,2006.
Alcantara,Blokhuis, and Monsma
spent time with Lantinga and
Maatman brainstorming the ways
that IAPCHEcan best promote
Christian higher education in the
next year, given its limited
resources. The committee made
recommendations to the full board.

WORLDWIDE—The IAPCHE
board met in an online chat room
provided by the Institute for
Christian Studies (Toronto) on June
20.Board members from South
africa,India,Australia,The
Netherlands, Russia,Mexico,
Canada,and the US participated.
Board business included a review
of the association’s finances, mem-
bership reports, report on a suc-
cessful conference in Hong Kong
in February,progress reports on
publishing ofproceedings offour
conferences (Chennai,Sao Paulo,
Moscow, Hong Kong),and plans
for the worldwide IAPCHEconfer-
ence in Nicaragua in November.
Future plans were discussed for the
next Education Consultation in
2008 and an international confer-
ence co-sponsored by CCCU,
ICHE and IAPCHE in 2009.

Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO BOX 44400,Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csi-bacas@mailcity.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Peter Blokhuis,Vice-Chair
Ede Christian University
PO Box 80,6710 BB Ede  
The Netherlands
Home:31-318-614220
Office:31-318-696349
Fax:31-318-696396
pblokhuis@che.nl
(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:52 55 5412 6839
Office:52 55 5950 4045
FAX: 52 55 5950 4283
jose.r.alcantara@uia.mx
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:780 454-0568
Office:780-465-3500 ext. 8040
Fax:780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. George A. Lotter
North-West University
PO Box 20777,Noordbrug 2522
Republic of South Africa
Phone:27 18-299-1840
Fax:27 18-299-1841
kwsgal@puknet.puk.ac.za

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:61 0400 810 466
Office:61 2 9889 1633
Fax:61 2 9889 1644
baitchison@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
College, Jerusalem St.,3,Moscow
109316 Russia
Home:7-095-551-3462
Office:7-095-270-2200
Fax:7-095-274-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru
(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidade Estadual de Londrina
Rua Joao Wyclif,
447/1402,Londrina
PR 86061-640,Brazil
Phone:55 43 326-8640
brasil@uel.br

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. George N. Monsma, Jr., Chair
Calvin College,3201 Burton St.SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546 USA
Home:616-243-6868
Office:616-526-6191
Fax:616-526-8410
gmonsma@calvin.edu

(Term expires December 2006)
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In June Dordt College (DC) President Carl Zylstra hosted lunch for the
IAPCHE Ex ecutive Committee:(L-R) Arlan Nederhoff, DC VP - Business

Affairs; Anne Maatman, IAPCHE Director of Operations;
Peter Blokhuis, IAPCHE Vice Chair; Sherri Lantinga, DC Interim Dean -

Social Sciences;George Monsma,IAPCHE Chair ; Zylstra;
Nic k Lantinga, IAPCHE Executive Director; Jose Alcantara, IAPCHE;

John Baas, DC VP - College Advancement;Ken Boersma,DC VP - Student
Services;Charles Adams, DC Dean - Natural Sciences
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Christian Professors and Researchers in
the Mission Field
By Dr. Alberto C. G. C. Diniz, Professor ofMechanical Engineering
at the University of Brasilia (Translated by Dr. Sidney Rooy)
BRASILIA,DF, BRAZIL—The number ofChristian professors at
universities in Brazil has increased significantly during the past fif-
teen years.As a student,I remember having only one Christian pro-
fessor, an excellent physics professor who was also a passionate
evangelist,the kind who cries at Bible studies when meditating on
the grace ofChrist.Today in my department there are two other
Christian colleagues who are very involved with their churches.
There are also many other Christian professors that I know in my
university and even more in the mechanical engineering field.

We realize that today we need a theology of mission for the
Christian educator and researcher.

It was out ofthis need that ABPEC—Associação Brasileira de
Pesquisadores e Educadores Cristãos(Brazilian Association of Christian
Researchers and Educators)—was born. More than just an associa-
tion to promote the discussion ofthe methodologies ofteaching,
or of the missionary importance ofthe work of the Christian
researcher and professor, or even of Christian ethics in research, we
want to be a forum for the discussion ofour problems and experi-
ences. This is a place where we can meet,share,celebrate, and offer
mutual help in our Christian journey.

The ABPEC was forged in the context provided by IAPCHE,
which unites Christian institutions ofhigher education and
Christian professors and researchers committed to the gospel of
God’s Kingdom all over the world. Its origin and journey are
inspired by the idea that teaching in all its forms must be submitted
to God’s revelation in Jesus Christ,as well as oriented to serving
humanity.

In Brazil,ABPEC held several meetings during the 2002 ABUB
(Brazilian IFES movement) Professionals Conference. In 2004 the
first ABPEC National Conference took place with the theme
Educação superior e desigualdade social - por uma pedagogia para a justiça
(Higher Education and Social Inequality:Towards a Pedagogy for
Justice).This event was organized together with the third IAPCHE
Latin American Conference. During the 2006 ABUB Mission
Conference we offered a number ofactivities that had good atten-
dance and were very well received by the participants. The organi-
zation of ABPEC has not been an easy one. The many demands of
academic life and the difficulties ofarticulating the parts involved
in the process slow down our work, but we remain firm in our pur-
pose ofestablishing a network of cooperation among Christian
researchers and professors.

Right now we are working on the production ofa book containing
the lectures presented at the 2004 meetings, and we hope it will be
published by the end ofthe current year. In November, the
IAPCHE International Conference will take place in Nicaragua and
we are counting on the participation of some Brazilians in this
upcoming event.

CPCHEA and IAPCHE
Move Forward Together
KITALE, KENYA—In May, the IAPCHE Executive Committee
joyfully received news from Pr. Isaac Mutua,Director ofCPCHEA,
that the African organization “CPCHEA now appreciates the kind

of relationship envisioned in the RDI response. Please let us now
move on together.” The RDI (Regional Development Initiative) was
prepared from the mandate to “clarify structural and operational
relationships between and among regional expressions ofIAPCHE
and the Secretariat, with special attention given to:a) the unique
and common features of IAPCHE in each region,b) the nature of
interregional relationships, c) the relationship between each region
and the board of directors,and d) the two-way relationship
between regions and the Secretariat.”

The RDI recommends the implementation of regional councils to
enhance networking among IAPCHE members in the region and
worldwide. Regional councils, selected by the members in the
region,as are the IAPCHE Board members from the region will
enhance the identity ofIAPCHE and coordinate the efforts of
IAPCHE members in the region.(See the September 2004 Contact
for the RDI adopted by the IAPCHE board in June 2004.)

Noting the contributions that CPCHEA has made to the promo-
tion of CHE in Africa,the IAPCHE board gratefully received
Mutua’s message at its June meeting. CPCHEA organized the con-
ference in Nairobi in March 2005,publishes the African Journal for
Transformational Scholarship, and maintains a comprehensive website
at http://cpchea.org. For more details, click on “Information” or
“Resources”on the CPCHEA site.

IAPCHE Executive Director Nick Lantinga and Mutua,on behalf
of the IAPCHE board and CPCHEA board, will work out the
details ofmembership and dues as the two associations seek to
“Move Forward Together.”

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE w ho advise the

Secretariat regarding regional developments.

Africa Region ~ Dr. B. J. van der Walt
Director Emeritus, Institute for Reformational Studies,

Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education,
7 Bezuidenhout Street,Potchefstroom,South Africa

hannah@intekom.co.za

Asia/Oceania Region ~ Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University
531-2 Mokhyun-Dong, Kwangju City,
Kyunggi-Do, 464-030,South Korea

bongsonnl@yahoo.com

Europe Region ~ Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

Universitetskay Emb., 5,R.300,St.Petersburg 199034,Russia
rector@srph.ru

Latin American Region ~ Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
P.O. Box 830,Penney Farms, FL 32079-830,USA

smrooy@aol.com

North American Region ~ 
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt

Professor Emeritus ofPhilosophy and Theology,Dordt College
3742 Old Elm Dr. SE Kentwood,Michigan 49512,USA 

johnvs@sbcglobal.net
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The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

Anabaptists and Postmodernity coedited by Gerald
Biesecker-Mast and Susan Biesecker-Mast; Cascadia:Telford, PA;
2000,440 pages. ISBN 0966502124.
In this book the radical Christian witness of16th-century Anabaptists
encounters the postmodern consumer culture of 21st century North
America.Readers will find themselves in the middle of a vigorous conver-
sation about the renewal in the secular West ofAnabaptist-related intellec-
tual and church life.According to Nancey Murphy,Professor ofChristian
Philosophy at Fuller Theological Seminary, “If you think ‘postmodern
Anabaptist’ is an oxymoron, read this book.”

Christianity and the Soul of the University: Faith as a
foundation for intellectual community coedited by Douglas
V. Henry and Michael D. Beaty; Baker Academic:Grand Rapids, MI;
2006,208 pages. ISBN 0801027942.
Many universities were founded on the principles ofrigorous scholarship
and steadfast Christian faith.Today,however, some ofthese universities
have abandoned their Christian roots. According to this book,institutions
that retain their Christian character have a unique opportunity to better
themselves through reflective Christian faith that can unify the intellectual
life of a university. The first section ofthe book surveys fundamental
issues that bear on the notion ofChristian intellectual community. The sec-
ond considers a range of practices integral both to understanding and to
realizing the ideal ofa Christian academic community. Contributors include
Richard B. Hays, Jean Bethke Elshtain,John C. Polkinghorne, Joel A.
Carpenter, and Mark L. Sargent.

Dialektik Der Interpretation by Taeyon Choi; Christian
Philosophy Institute, Cheonan University, Korea;2005,358 pages.
ISBN 8960060089
In this book,printed in German,Choi discusses the hermeneutics of
philosopher Paul Ricoeur, who died in 2005.

Dr. Choi is Planning Director of the Baekseok Christian Academy at
Baekseok University in Cheonan,Korea.He is also a member ofIAPCHE.

For Faith and Clarity: Philosophical contributions to
Christian theology edited by James K.Beilby; Baker Academic:
Grand Rapids, MI; June 2006,272 pages. ISBN 0801027667.
In the past,philosophy has served as the handmaiden to theology. Yet con-
temporary thinkers have overlooked the importance that the “love of wis-
dom” brings to the theological task.James Beilby restores the vision of
philosophical theology in this innovative volume which includes writings
from Alvin Plantinga,Nicholas Wolterstorff, J.P. Moreland,William Lane
Craig, and others.Its purpose is “to demonstrate some ofthe ways that
philosophy can help clarify theological questions, debates, and issues, and,
thereby,to demonstrate the existence, viability, and fecundity ofa distinc-
tively Christian approach to philosophy.”

Interrogantes sobre el sentido de la historia (Questions
concerning the meaning of history) by Elsie Romanenghi de Powell;
Kairos, Coleeccion Ftl,Bs As, 2006.
La filosofía de la historia es una disciplina apasionante, que incluye tanto la
pregunta metafísica de “hacia dónde se dirige la historia”como la cuestión
ética de “hacia dónde debemos dirigirla”. La autora plantea con lucidez la
relevancia de la fe cristiana a este tema y a cuestiones similares en el contex-
to posmoderno. Licenciada en filosofía por la Universidad Nacional de
Tucumán,fue profesora adjunta con dedicación exclusiva de la cátedra de
filosofía de la historia (1980-2000) y miembro fundador del Instituto de
Epistemología en dicha casa de estudios. (This author also has a new book pub-
lished entitled Trazos,published by Crecimiento Cristiano in 2005.)

Leading Through Conflict: How Successful Leaders
Transform Differences into Opportunities by Mark Gerzon;
Harvard Business School Press;May 2006,273 pages. ISBN:
159139919X.
As our world grows smaller, opportunities for conflict multiply.Ethnic, reli-
gious, political,and personal differences drive people apart-with potentially

disastrous consequences-and it's the task ofperceptive leaders to bring
them together again.World-renowned mediation expert Mark Gerzon
argues that leaders have failed to rise to this challenge.Our organizations,
schools, and governments remain filled with divisive dictators and everyday
managers,instead ofwhat he calls mediators-leaders who transform con-
flict so that everyone can move forward together. Through absorbing
examples drawn from decades ofwork with organizational,political,and
global conflicts of all kinds, Leading Through Conflict provides a powerful new
framework for the leader as mediator, and outlines eight specific tools these
leaders use to transform seemingly intractable differences into progress on
deep-seated problems.

Radical Orthodoxy and the Reformed Tradition:
Creation, Covenant and Participation coedited by James K.
Smith and James H.Olthuis; Baker Academic:Grand Rapids; 2006,
301 pages. ISBN 080102756X.
This book grew out of the 2003 Calvin conference “Engaging Radical
Orthodoxy” and includes chapters by John Milbank & Graham Ward, and
by a number ofCalvin and ICS scholars. “Attempts at dialogue between
different theological traditions are more often failures than not as represen-
tatives of the different traditions defensively talk past each other. This book
is a signal exception.The participants in the dialogue genuinely engage each
tradition non-defensively with both charity and firmness. The result is not
only fascinating but also informative.Each tradition gets illuminated in the
process, surprising convergences appear, differences are explored,and the
options are clarified.It is a great contribution,” states Nicholas Wolterstorff,
Yale University. James K.A.Smith is associate professor ofphilosophy and
director of the Seminars in Christian Scholarship at Calvin College. James
H. Olthuis is emeritus professor ofphilosophical theology at the Institute
for Christian Studies in Toronto

REC Focus: Mission, Witness and Christian Schools,
Reformed Ecumenical Council:Grand Rapids, MI, December 2005,
67 pages.
This December issue (Volume 5,Number 3-4) ofthe Reformed
Ecumenical Council’s quarterly journal includes stories from the field of
Christian education in Malawi, Nigeria,Australia,Swaziland and Uganda.
These stories can generate much mutual support and learning. This journal
also contains discussions about religion pluralism and about the relationship
between mission and Church. The issue can be read online at
www.recweb.org.

The Child-Parent Relationship in the New Testament
and Its Environment by Peter Balla;Hendrickson Publishers:
Peabody, Mass;2005.ISBN: 1-59856-034-4.
In this book Balla seeks an answer to the following questions:What was
family like in the early church and its surrounding world? Did the relation-
ships between early Christian children and their parents mirror those in the
families around them? What characteristics were typical ofthe first few
generations of the followers of Jesus? Marshalling the evidence from both
New Testament and non-biblical texts, Peter Balla offers fresh  insight into
the first Christian families. Peter Balla is the Professor ofNew Testament at
the Karoli Gaspar Reformed University in Budapest,Hungary.

When African and Western Cultures Meet: from isola -
tion to appreciation by Bennie van der Walt; Potchefstroom,
South Africa; 2006,320 pages. ISBN 1868225100.
Dr. B.J. van der Walt’s latest book discusses cultural diversity, particularly as
it relates to the huge divide between Africa and the West.Chapter titles
include:“A shame- versus a guilt-oriented conscience,” “Leadership styles in
Africa,the West and the Bible,” “The liberating message for women in
Africa,” “Development:the illusion ofthe 20th century,” “Globalisation:
the new spirit of the 21st century,” and “The Western way of thinking
compared with the Eastern and African way of thought.” Dr. Emmanuel
Ayee has written the preface to this timely book.(To order, contact Prof.
B.J. van der Walt,7 Bezuidenhout Street,Potchefstroom 2531,South Africa.
Cost:Inside South Africa—R125;Overseas—R245 or $40 US, which
includes surface mail.Email:hannah@intekom.co.za)
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The on-line directory at www.iapche.org lists more information about all members. 
Apply for membership on-line (Click on Enroll Now) or contact the Director ofOperations.

IAPCHE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606,USA,Fax: 712-722-6376
Dr. Nick Lantinga,Executive Director nick@dordt.edu 712-722-6343
Mrs.Anne Maatman,Director ofOperations iapche@dordt.edu 712-722-6346

Dates: November 14-19,2006 
Venue: Convent of San Francisco, Granada,Nicaragua 
Host: Polytechnic University (UPOLI)

In Colossians 2 we learn of the connection between being united in love
and understanding that in Christ are hidden all the treasures ofwisdom
and knowledge. This conference provides a forum in which Christians
from many cultural contexts discuss the various ways in which our faith
directs curriculum,pedagogy,and administration in higher education.

A new feature of this international conference is the Research Expo
where conference delegates are invited to share their scholarship (paper,

book,course syllabus, or research project in process) in poster-session
format. The expo is also an opportunity for organizations and upcoming
conferences to introduce themselves to the international group of
Christians gathered in Nicaragua.

The Research Expo, arranged by disciplines, will provide opportunity to
discuss discipline-specific topics from a variety ofcultural contexts. This
new conference feature was added in response to requests from our mem-
bers for opportunity to discuss issues relevant to their specific field of
study. A catalog of expo sessions will be provded to the delegates, along
with a presentation schedule.

New Institutional Member
National Institute For
Christian Education,
National Institute For
Christian Education,
Blacktown,Nsw, Australia

New Individual Members
Dr. Zoica Bakirtizief,
Country Representive,
American Leprosy Missions
Inc., Sorocaba,Sp, Brazil

Dan Beerens, Curriculum
Coordinator, Christian Schools
International,Holland,MI,
USA

Dr. Claudia DeVries
Beversluis, Provost,Calvin
College,Grand Rapids, MI,
USA

Al Boerema,Associate
Professor ofEducation, Calvin
College,Grand Rapids, MI,
USA

Rev. Wilfr edo Canales,
Regional Consultant for
Hispanic Theological
Education, Mision Iglesia Del
Nazareno, Bourbonnais, IL,
USA

Dr. P Dayanandan,Emeritus
Scientist,Madras Christian
College, Tamil Nadu,India

Rt. Rev.Dr. V.
Devasahayam, Bishop in
Madras, Church of South
India,Madras, India

Prof. Premalatha Dinakarlal,
Lecturer in English,Holy
Cross College, Tamil Nadu,
India

Rt. Rev.Dr. M. Dorai,
Bishop in Coimbatore,Bishop
Appasamy College of Arts and
Sciences, Coimbatore,India

Mr. Matthew Gichile,
President,New Generation
University College,Addis
Ababa,Ethiopia

Adrian Guldemond,Board
Chair, Christian Schools
Canada,Ancaster, ON, Canada

Ronald L Hartgerink, NET
Act, South Haven,MI, USA

Dr. Lawrence M Hynson,
Vice-President,Global
Honorary Society, Stillwater,
OK, USA

Dr. C.D. Jebasingh,
President,Galilean Institute of
Communications, Bombay,
India

Dr. Dwight Jessup, Acting
Deputy Vice Chancellor of
Academic Affairs,Nairobi
Evangelical Graduate School
of Theology,Upland,IN, USA

Finn Laursen,Executive
Director, Christian Educators
Association International,
Westlake,OH, USA

Rev Bulaid Leto, Seghe
Theological Seminary,Marovo
Lagoon,Western Province,
Solomon Islands

Mrs. Dr. K. Meera, Secretary,
Karunya Bible College,
Andhra,Pradesh,India

Miss I Flavia Princess
Nesamani,Principal,CSI
Technical & Vocational
Training College for Women,
Coimbatore,India

Rev.Dr. Sang-Jin Park,
Presbyterian College and
Theological Seminary,Seoul,
South Korea

Hilda Roukema,Executive
Director, Ontario Christian
School Teachers Association,
Ancaster, ON, Canada

Rick Snoeyink, Associate
Professor ofEducation,
Trinity Christian College, Palos
Heights, IL, USA

Dr Har ry Spaling, Professor
of Geography &
Environmental Studies, The
Kings University College,
Edmonton,AB, Canada

Dr. Edward Starkenburg,
Associate Professor Of
Education, Dordt College,
Sioux Center, IA, USA

Dr. J. Van Der Stoep, Post
Doc Researcher/Director,
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam,
Amersfoort, The Netherlands

Dr. David K. Wilcox,
Director, International School
Services, Association Of
Christian Schools
International,Colorado
Springs, CO, USA

A posterA poster-session a-session abstrbstract fact for the Ror the Researesearcch Expo is due befh Expo is due beforore See September 1,ptember 1,2006,2006,in orin order to be incder to be included in theluded in the
eexpo caxpo catalotalogg.. Submit prSubmit proposals online aoposals online at wwwt www.ia.iapcpchehe.or.orgg..

CALL FOR RESEARCALL FOR RESEARCH EXPO SUBMISSIONSCH EXPO SUBMISSIONS
CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL IAPCHE 2006CONGRESO INTERNACIONAL IAPCHE 2006

Christian Higher Education in Global Context: Christian Higher Education in Global Context: 
Implications for Curriculum, Pedagogy & AdministrationImplications for Curriculum, Pedagogy & Administration


