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BELLEVUE, USA—On April 4 and 5,2008,IAPCHE
will host the 7th annual consultation of agencies involved
in Christian primary, elementary, secondary, and higher
education. Please note the dates and make plans to par-
ticipate. The consultation, co-sponsored by Alta Vista,a
Seattle-based educational service organization, will be
held at Bellevue Christian School in Bellevue,
Washington.

Bellevue Christian School serves nearly 1300 children
from preschool through 12th grade. The school is com-
prised ofthree preschools, two elementary schools, a
junior high,and a senior high school Brothers Al and Joe
Greene founded the school in 1950,and Dr. Al Greene
served as headmaster for many years. He also established
Alta Vista,the organization now co-sponsoring the 2008

Education Consultation. Bellevue Christian School is
located at 1601 98th Avenue, NW. For more information
about Bellevue Christian and directions for getting there,
please go to http://www.bellevuechristian.org/

The focus ofthe consultation will fall on international
partnerships between institutions ofChristian higher
education, educational organizations and associations,
and Christian schools at home and abroad.Among the
key questions to be explored are the following:How do
institutions ofChristian higher education and educational
organizations assist elementary and secondary education?
What can we do to promote coordination and collabora-
tion between agencies involved in serving emerging
schools in developing countries? How can we foster 

IAPCHE-Alta Vista 2008 Education Consultation

Isaac Mutua and Nick Lantinga had a jam-packed travel
itinerary October 9 to 24.Together, the CPCHEA
Executive Director (from Kitale, Kenya) and the
IAPCHE Executive Director (from Sioux Center, USA)
visited Ghana,Nigeria,Kenya,and South Africa for a
series ofconsultations on Christian higher education.

The consultations were hosted by Trinity Theological
College in Ghana (October 11);Theological College of
Northern Nigeria (October 15);Daystar University in
Kenya (October 19);and North-West University-
Potchefstroom campus in South Africa (October 23).At
each venue, administrators, faculty, staff, and students
from several institutions participated in devotions, paper

presentations, and discussions. Between consultations,
Mutua and Lantinga visited many other institutions of
Christian higher education and spoke with administrators
and professors in Christian and state school contexts.

Lantinga noted that several themes emerged in the con-
sultations:

Context: African scholars are soberly sifting through
their colonial heritage, both bad and good aspects. In
Nairobi,Peter Mageto noted that there is a growing
reluctance to credit traditional African society with all
that is good and blame colonialism for all that is bad in
Africa.The Kenyans especially spoke of seeking “a way

African Sub-regional Meetings Held in October

continued on page 6

continued on page 5

TAIPEI, TAIWAN—In May 2008,IAPCHE will con-
vene the third regional conference for Asia/Oceania.The
May 3-6 conference is hosted by Christ’s College, which
since “its founding in 1959,has been dedicated to the
development ofstudents’intellect and character and
helping them know God and discover the will ofGod in
their lives.” (See article on page 9.)

Theme and Speakers
The conference theme is “Christian Higher Education
and Globalization in Asia/Oceania:Realities and
Challenges.” There will be three tracks:
1.Christian higher education in contexts of cultural and

religious diversity.
2.Serving Christian education at the elementary and 

secondary levels.
3.The academic mission to marginalized peoples.

Dr. Bong Ho Son (President,Donduk Women’s
University, South Korea) will give the opening keynote
address. The Track 1 lead paper will be given by Dr. Phee
Seng Kang (Director, Centre for Sino-Christian Studies,
Hong Kong Baptist University).Dr. Richard Edlin
(Director, National Institute for Christian Education,
Australia) will present the lead paper in Track 2.The
Track 3 lead paper will be delivered by Dr. David Lim
(President,Asian School of Development & Cross-
Cultural Studies, Philippines).Dr. Quentin Nantz
(Professor ofMissions, Christ’s College, Taiwan) will 

Christ’s College to Host IAPCHE Conference

continued on page 8



This editorial is based on the October 19,
2007 presentation to the Nairobi
Consultation on CHE.
Along with many IAPCHE mem-
bers, I am interested in economic
and agricultural development,espe-
cially when linked to intellectual
development.As many of you
know, I love to pass on stories
about the ways in which insights in
plant genetics have improved crop
yield and reduced both hunger and
disease. However, this editorial has

very little to do with agricultural or economic development,even
given its title.

Draft animals, especially oxen,have tilled soil the world over. In
order to help animals pull a plow in straight lines farmers have
equipped them with what are called blinders. These flaps sit next to
each eye, thus limiting the oxen’s vision to what is in front.This
keeps them from distraction.

People also wear cultural “blinders.” For example, when I extend
my hand to somebody I’ve not met,most people recognize this as
part of a greeting because they have already seen my smile, heard
me speak,and understand that shaking hands is part of the
Western cultural heritage. By the time we are adults we have learned
dozens—maybe hundreds—ofsuch patterns of interaction and we
use them almost without thinking.

Having completed an extensive trip to Africa,I know that part of
what makes travel to other cultures tiring is that you must constant-
ly examine and learn social interactions. We must operate without
our normal cultural “blinders.” Of course learning new cultural
interactions can also be delightful.For example, in West Africa I
learned to conclude a handshake with a snap of middle fingers.

Blinders are important in higher education as well. In our particular
fields ofinquiry our context often frames the questions we ask as
well as the ways in which we communicate our insights. This can be
the case even when we use the same words. For example, I learned
that African “secularization” looks much different from what goes
by that name in North America.While Christians might teach from
a Christian perspective at Uni-Jos, such an approach caused a scan-
dal at the University of Iowa.

A yoke allows oxen to work together as a team,sometimes bringing
together as many as 20 animals. Similarly, IAPCHE brings together
our 700 individual members, although we use the image of a
“web.” This “web” allows our “oxen” to share the burden ofwork-

ing a patch of academic soil,using the “blinders” appropriate to a
particular cultural context. We hold regional conferences (read
about our next Asia/Oceania conference on pp. 1,8),and consulta-
tions (see our stories on pp. 1,5),and provide a region-specific
field in our database. We currently support regional associations in
Africa,Asia-Oceania,and Brazil.Even our board is structured to
provide regional representation (see the election results on p. 5).

The web can also function like a safety net in which you appeal to
other members for insight or assistance. Whether you work in
African studies or Theology or one ofthe other 43 disciplines in
our database, we hope that you can find other members to work
with in tending the field to which God has called you.Collectively,
our nearly 700 individual members possess thousands ofyears of
experience in teaching and thinking from a Christian perspective.

We also recognize times when blinders are not helpful.An oxen
turned loose in a pasture needs to detect predators and seek good
grazing areas. So too, we need to understand the various spirits of
the age that threaten the body of Christ and the community of
Christians in academic service. We also need to locate new sources
of nourishment—new insights—that help us think clearly about
our task.

Now, when removing blinders, farmers often speak their animal’s
name so that it won’t startle from a feared poke in the eye.
IAPCHE recognizes that when we work across cultures, especially
after we’ve been poked in the eye, we must remind each other of
our fundamental unity as brothers and sisters in Christ.This hap-
pens after we worship, for such an activity reflects our community
in the blood of Christ and our mutual recognition as the body of
Christ found in every nation. Reminders of our fundamental source
of identity provide the context of trust in which blinders can be
pulled back to reveal unexpected sources ofboth danger and nour-
ishment.

Even more than telling stories ofinnovation that help feed the
hungry and heal the sick, we at IAPCHE delight in telling our
members’ stories so that our web for oxen is further strengthened,
to God’s glory.
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A Web for Oxen
E D I T O R I A L

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE w ho advise the

Secretariat regarding regional developments.

Africa Region - Dr. B. J. van der Walt
Director Emeritus, Institute for Reformational Studies,

North-West University - Potchefstroom campus,
hannah@intekom.co.za

Asia/Oceania Region - Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University

bongsonnl@yahoo.com

Europe Region - Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

rector@srph.ru

Latin America Region - Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
smrooy@aol.com

North America Region - Dr. John C. VanderStelt
Professor Emeritus ofPhilosophy and Theology, Dordt College

johnvs@sbcglobal.net

IAPCHE Promotional DVD Available
Nick Lantinga introduces IAPCHE and its mission and 

demonstrates the international aspect by showing the countries
where IAPCHEconferences have been held and the board 

members and advisors from IAPCHE’s five regions. The video
ends with an appeal for prayer and financial support.

View the video at www.iapche.org
or

e-mail iapche@dordt.edu
to request that a DVD be sent to you.
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H I S T O RY

IAPCHE History IX
As indicated in the concluding
paragraph of IAPCHE History
VIII, in the fall of 1996 I found
myself in my office on the campus
of Dordt College, holding the
position ofthe Association’s
Executive Secretary, with our
daughter, Susan De Young, serving
as Office Manager. Again,I was
keenly aware of my limitations and
my dependence upon God ifI was
to fulfill the assignments that I had
been given.

The years 1996-2000 were crucial in the development ofIAPCHE.
They constituted an interim period in which no changes were to be
made in the organization or in the board membership of the
Association. At the same time, a plan ofaction was agreed upon,
with the goal of holding an international conference at the turn of
the century, in the year 2000.At this conference the Association
would decide ifand how it would move into the future, i.e., into
the 21st century.

The first step toward the goal involved sharing with the member-
ship the revised mission statement ofthe Association and its
emphasis on networkingfor the purpose ofdeveloping a world-wide
Christian academic community.1It was hoped that this new state-
ment would help to answer the question being asked by many insti-
tutions as to why they should unite in the support of IAPCHE.

During the first two years of the interim period,approximately 40
contacts were made in all five of the regions:Africa,Asia/Oceania,
Europe, Latin America,and North America.The mission statement
was discussed and the responses carefully noted.The emphasis on
networkingwas very much appreciated;in fact,it immediately result-
ed in a significant increase in membership. Again and again we
heard comments such as “we need each other”and “we must work
together.” All of which made clear that the best way to attract new
members was to energetically and persistently focus on our task.
Networking stimulated membership growth,and membership
growth increased the significance and effectiveness ofnetworking.

Discussions regarding mission also helped the Association to define
its place as a reformational association in the larger world of
Christian higher education. While conferring with regional mem-
bers, we were able to learn about and introduce IAPCHE to orga-
nizations such as the Coalition for Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU);the Association for Christian Universities and
Colleges in Asia (ACUCA);the Association of Presbyterian
Colleges and Universities (APCU);the Association of Christian
Colleges and Universities:International Ecumenical Forum
(ACCU:IEF);the Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC) and its
Commission and Youth and Christian Education; Christian Studies
International:International Institute for Christian Studies
(CSI:IICS);and the Association of Reformed Institutions of
Higher Education (ARIHE).In the process ofthese meetings we
were able to come to a clearer understanding ofIAPCHE’s distinc-
tive purpose, how it differed from and how it could cooperate with
other associations in promoting the cause ofChristian higher edu-
cation.

When we reported to the Board about the contacts we had made,
the members responded by noting the differences between the five
regions and the membership within those regions. There was a sim-
ilar commitment to Christian higher education; but that commit-
ment came to expression in different contexts and in ways. This
observation resulted in a board member from each region writing a
profile to be used in preparing for Conference 2000,and in devel-
oping a meaningful long range for the Association.

Already in August 1998 it was decided that the long range plan
should included at least the following elements:2

1.Membership
- institutional
- individual
- associate
- affiliate

2.Organization
- regional
- international

3.Programs
- conferences:regional and international
- publications:newsletter, journal,conference proceedings

4.Projects/Initiatives, such as
- channel for special needs
- reformational bibliography
- International Reformed University

Plans for conferences could not wait until the year 2000.During
the interim period four regional conferences were held:

January 1997 - Nairobi,Kenya,at Daystar University. The theme:
“Christian World View and Scholarship.”

January 1999 - Mkar, Nigeria,at Hilltop University (proposed).The
theme:“Christian World View and Scholarship.”

January 1999 - San José,Costa Rica,at Seminario Nazareno. The
theme:“Educando Como Christianos en el Siglo XXI.”

May 1999 - St.Petersburg, Russia,at the University of St.
Petersburg. The theme:“Higher Education in 21st Century Russian
Culture:A Christian Perspective.”

There was some discussion about sponsoring a regional conference
in Indonesia;but it was decided to postpone further consideration
of such a conference until a time following Conference 2000.

As we review the 1996-2000 interim period it becomes clear that a
good deal ofactivity took place, including work on a data base and
the establishment ofa home page—in which we were assisted by
the computer services staff of Dordt College. In the end,with the
Lord’s blessing, we were able to fulfill all the assignments given to
us by the Executive Committee in September 19963—all pointing
forward to Conference 2000!

1 CONTACT, September 2007,page 3.
2 IAPCHE Executive Committee Meeting, August 10,11,1998,Article 15
3 IAPCHE Executive Committee Meeting, September 6,7,9,Article 35.

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus
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GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Henry Institute ofCalvin College
is pleased to announce its fourth biennial Symposium on Religion
and Politics to be held April 24-26,2008 at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.The Symposium is open to all who are working
in this field of study, regardless ofdiscipline, to come together to
present papers related to their current research. Graduate students
as well as established scholars are welcome to submit paper propos-
als by Feb. 15,2008.Your proposal should include a tentative paper
title, your institutional affiliation and contact information (including
email address),and a briefdescription ofthe proposed paper (one
to three paragraphs).Further information about the symposium,
including registration forms and listings ofprevious programs, can
be found at
www.calvin.edu/henry/schedule/2008symposiumcall.htm or by
contacting Corwin Smidt at 616-526-6233 or smid@calvin.edu.

Engaging Our World:
from the ivory tower to global impact
KANSASCITY, USA—The International Institute for Christian
Studiesand Christian Studies International of Canada
announce that their annual conference will beheld on July 17-19,
2008.The purpose for the Engagning Ou rWorld confernce is to
help Christian academicians adn professionls undertand how a
Christian worldview applies to the rest of the world—beyond the
Ivory Tower. Conference speakers include Dr. Paul Marshall
(Senior Fellow, Hudson Institute’s Center for Religious Freedom),
Dr. Elaine Storkey (distinguished author, former Senior Research
Fellow, Wycliffe Hall,Oxford University),and Dr. David Naugle
(Chair and professor ofphilosophy, Dallas Baptist University).

More than 60 papers and workshops on the theme will be present-
ed.Visit www.iics.com for the call for papers and/or to register.

Advance Notice for 2010
SOEST, THE NETHERLANDS—The Association of
Reformational Philosophy hopes to organize another internation-
al symposium in the year 2010,the 75th anniversary of the
Association. The symposium will address a reformational theme rel-
evant to discussions within broader philosophical circles. The board
hopes that this symposium can generate a growing momentum to
spread the scope ofreformational philosophy.

Journal Recommendations
Recently we sent the following letter to our Regional Advisors:
As you know, IAPCHE hopes sometime in the future to publish an interna-
tional journal for the promotion ofChristian higher education. Until that hope
becomes a reality, we have been including in each issue ofCONTACT an
“academic insert” to stimulate and encourage our individual members in their
work as Christian scholars and educators. We are pleased to note that these
inserts have been well-received.

We are aware that there are regional journals already being published, which
may not be widely known but could also be ofhelp to our membership. By
making these journals known to its membership, IAPCHE could further real-
ize its purpose ofnetworking and developing a Christian academic community.

To assist in this endeavor will you, as a Regional Advisor, inform us ofa jour-
nal being published in your region that you believe would be ofbenefit to our
international membership?

The first letter ofresponse came from Prof. B. J. van der Walt of
the African Region:

I recommend the following two: “Koers”(Direction) and “In die Skriflig”(In
the light ofScripture). Both publish articles in English and Afrikaans. 

Koers; Bulletin for Christian Scholarship. An accred-
ited journal (1988),ISSN:0023-270X published quarterly in March,
June, September and December by The Bureau ofScholarly
Journals, Potchefstroom Campus, N-W University, Private Bag
X6001,Potchefstroom 2520,South Africa.

Subscription (per annum):$50US by cheque/postal order or elec-
tronically into cheque account:“Koers”, account no. 6-7045-0082,
ABSA Bank (branch code: 335-138).

In die Skriflig. (A theological journal in the Reformational tra-
dition) An accredited journal (1990),ISSN:1018-6441)
Published quarterly by The Bureau for Scholarly Journals,
Potchefstroom Campus, N-W University, Private Bag X6001,
Potchefstroom 2520,South Africa.

Subscription per annum:$52US by cheque/postal order or electron-
ically into the following account:“In die Skriflig”, account no: 6-7041-
1664, ABSA Bank (branch code: 335-138).

I am recommending these two journals because oftheir Reformational approach
as well as their high standard (both are accredited and indexed.) Koers is more
general while In die Skriflig has a theological focus.

Earlier, we recommended Christian Higher Educationand Christian
Scholars Review, two journals that offer IAPCHEmembers a dis-
counted subscription rate. Check www.iapche.org for the details.
We plan to publish recommendations from other regional advisors
in future issues ofContact.

Symposium on Religion and Politics

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date order

Information about these conferences was 
announced in a previous issue ofContact .

How can Christian higher education assist Christian elementary and sec-
ondary education? Seattle, WA, USA,April 4-5,2008,Alta Vista;
contact iapche@dordt.edu.

Christian Higher Education and Globalization in Asia/Oceania: Realities
and Challenges, Taipei,Taiwan,May 3-6,2008,Christ’s College;
contact iapche@dordt.edu.

Conference on Philosophy and Liturgy, Grand Rapids, MI, USA,May
21 - 23,2008,Prince Conference Center at Calvin College; con-
tact seminars@calvin.edu.

Subject, Self, and Soul: Transdisciplinary Approaches to Personhood,
Madrid,Spain,July 13-17,2008;see metanexus.net/institute/con-
ference2008/.

Seminars in Christian Scholarship (various topics), Grand Rapids, MI,
USA,summer of2008,Calvin College; contact
seminars@calvin.edu.

500th anniversary ofJohn Calvin’s birth, Toronto, Canada,June 18-21,
2009,Institute for Christian Studies, University of Toronto,
and the Toronto School of Theology;contact
jsuk@icscanada.edu.
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closer relationships between schools in different parts of the world?
For proceedings ofprevious consultations, consult
www.iapche.org/ongoing.htm.

The session begins at 7:30 Friday evening, April 4,when the history
and purpose ofthese consultations will be clarified.Delegates will
share reports regarding ways that their agency is working to assist in
the goals mentioned above. On Saturday morning, April 5,the
agency reports will be completed.After lunch, we anticipate a
brainstorming session.Participants will arrange in small groups
made up ofrepresentatives ofChristian higher education and per-
sons engaged in elementary and secondary schooling. At the con-
clusion ofthe consultation, before the evening meal on Saturday,

we will share ideas and prepare resolutions for future action.

If consultation participants arrive on Thursday, April 3,or earlier,
they are welcome to visit the campuses ofBellevue Christian
School.(The school will not be in session on Friday, April 4.)

Participation Fee
To help cover our costs, the fee is $30US per person for IAPCHE
individual members and K-12 educators. This fee includes breakfast
and lunch on Saturday as well as consultation materials. The cost
for non-IAPCHE-members (who are not K-12 educators) is $65US
per person,which includes the same features plus a one-year indi-
vidual IAPCHE membership. Membership in IAPCHE situates the
participants for continued networking after the consultation. Fees
will be collected at the consultation.

Accommodations
The consultation hosts have negoti-
ated a discounted rate of $109US
per night at the Sheraton Bellevue,
100 - 112th Street,Bellevue, WA.
Shuttle service from the
Seattle/Tacoma international airport
is available for $20-$25 one way; the
hotel offers complimentary trans-
portation to/fr om Bellevue Christian
School.

The meeting is open to all agencies
and individual consultants involved
with Christian schooling and/or
Christian higher education. If you
know of someone who should be
included in this consultation, or for
additional details about this consulta-
tion, e-mail iapche@dordt.edu.

Board Election Results
The election for three new IAPCHE
board members concluded on
Thursday, November 15,2007.The
following persons have been elected
to serve from January 2008 to
December 2010.

African region
Prof. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau (South Africa) has been
elected to fill the position that Dr.
Faith Nguru (Kenya) has held since
2005.

European region
Rev. Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
(Hungary) has been elected to fill the
position that Dr. Alexei Bodrov
(Russia) has held since 2002.

Asia/Oceania region
Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid (India) has
been elected to fill the position that
Mrs. Susheila Williams (India) has
held since 2005.

I A P C H E  N E W S

7th Education Consultation Scheduled
continued from page 1

Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO Box 44400
Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csibacas@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
Prof. Dr. G. A. Lindeboom
Institute, Postbus 224,
6710 BE Ede  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 318-696333
Fax:(31) 318-696334
lindinst@che.nl
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O. Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org

(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:(61) 400 810 466
Office:(61) 2 9889 1633
Fax:(61) 2 9889 1644
principal@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
Insitute, Jerusalem St.,3,
Moscow 109316 Russia
Office:(7)-495-670-2200
Fax:(7)-495-670-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru

(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br

(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College, 3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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forward” and,most seemed to agree, that it
cannot be found by either ignoring or obsess-
ing over the past.

Need: In all four contexts there was recogni-
tion of great need,but also expression of
great hope in the Lord’s faithfulness. This led
to many discussions regarding ways to pro-
mote resource sharing at intra-African,intra-
national,and international levels.

African identity: After recognizing the cultur-
al differences that exist,someone usually
asked what African (as opposed to American
or European or Asian) Christianity con-
tributed to higher education. At one point this
prompted further inquiry into sub-African
sources ofidentity. Further serious discussion
seemed called for.

Secularization: The Western understanding
of this term has some currency, but mostly at
the fringes ofAfrican academia.In Nigeria,
discussions returned often to the problems
with cults operating on the national university
campuses. These quasi-religious associations
extort grades from professors through intimi-
dation and physical violence (for example,
IAPCHE member Wendy Helleman was
recently threatened in this manner at the
University of Jos).Religion understanding
remains central to the African self-understand-
ing. When used in this context, secularization
carries a more formal sense, like the word pro-
fessionalism,than a substantively anti-religious
sense, as it does in North American and
Western Europe. Even in South Africa,where
the new government has shown significant
suspicion,if not hostility, toward Christian
higher education, there does not seem to be as
much pressure against Christian scholarship as
in the West.However, the trend in South
Africa is toward a Western sense ofsecular-
ism.

Islam: The pressures of Islam in Ghana,
Nigeria and Kenya were clear and repeatedly
addressed in both formal and informal set-
tings. At a social level,Sharia is often dis-
missed as a practical way of living in the glob-
alizing world, though it is primarily a way to
protect powerful religious interests and is not
a recognizably just form of government.As
the Muslim population becomes more educat-
ed,they will better see through the ideology
that seeks to reap benefits from their suffer-
ing.

Theology: Theological instruction appears to
be thriving in many places. Its relative health
and strength appears to also assist in the

development ofChristian higher edu-
cation. Such assistance can be ofa
material nature, such as the Jos
ECWA Theological Seminary hosting
the fledgling Bingham University.
Theological instruction also assists
intellectually, as the seminaries have
resisted the privatization of faith and
instead train their graduates to preach
the whole gospel,as relevant through-
out life. This insistence on the holistic
gospel helps form the understanding
of the Christian community and as
such provides the bedrock of beliefs
upon which comprehensive Christian
higher education can be constructed.

Other discussion topics included the
trend toward specialization, the chal-
lenges ofaccreditation, and the diffi-
culties ofhigh costs.

Lantinga’s presentation at each venue
focused on the need for trust within
the community of Christians called to
education and scholarship. He also
spoke about the trends in Christian
higher education globally. Mutua’s pre-
sentation provided a consistent frame-
work for starting discussions, empha-
sizing the need for Africans to work
together to develop the contours of
an integrally Christian and also
African approach to higher education.
He highlighted the damage done by
importing Western Enlightenment
ideas within Christian theology during
the colonial period and ended with
the question “What is the path for-
ward?”

Participants appreciated the opportu-
nity to discuss Christian higher educa-
tion in Africa together. The need for
networking was apparent.Peter Feer
Msumari,speaking to faculty and
administrators in Kenya,encouraged
IAPCHE membership:“You cannot
be operating a similar service while
you are not in touch with one anoth-
er,” he said.“Lif e will be increasingly
difficult if you are not in touch. So
the keyword is network.”

Networks certainly facilitated Mutua’s
and Lantinga’s travels. At one point,
after several unsuccessful attempts at
contacting people with whom they
hoped to stay during a layover in
Nigeria,Lantinga spoke with a woman
who was also waiting for baggage in
the Lagos airport. She turned out to
be a friend ofthe people they were
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GHAN A
Consultation participants at Trinity Theological College (L-
R): Nic k Lantinga(IAPCHE), Rev Thomas A. Oduro (Good

News Theological College & Seminary), Prof. Kwabena
Asamoah-Gyadu (Trinity Theological College), Rev Dr. Cyril
G.K. Fayose (Trinity Theological College), Rev. Yaw Takyi
(Agape Bible College), Gladys and George Lavien (African
Young Life Outreach Ministries and Agape Bible College).

NIGERIA
Consultation participants gather in the chapel at Theological

College of Nor thern Nigeria.

Read consultation papers online
www.iapche.org

Dr. Asamoah Gyadu
Ghana

Prof. Musa Gaiya
Prof. Musa Mambula

Nigeria

Dr. James Kombo
Kenya

Prof. Annette Combrink
South Africa

SOUTH AFRICA
Consultation Participants at NWU-Potchefstroom campus
(L-R): Back row: Dawid Serfontein, Tom Larney, Derrick

Mashau,Nic k Lantinga (IAPCHE), Louise Roodt, Willem
Hoogstad,Helena Hoogstad,Michael Heyns, Front row:

Isaac Mutua (CPCHEA), Linda Styger, Annette Combrink,
Pieter Potgieter
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trying to contact,and was able to locate them immediately and
arrange the visit.Mutua had to spend one evening consulting with
his wife about the care of their children,who had become ill,and
Lantinga had to delay his travel to South Africa for several hours
while he applied to the consulate for more passport pages, but oth-
erwise travel went smoothly.

Mutua and Lantinga appreciated the hospitality shown them at all
venues and spoke highly of their hosts and ofthe regional food
specialties, the tours they were taken on,and the ground transporta-
tion provided.George Lotter ofNorth-West University
Potchefstroom in South Africa accurately observed in a follow-up
email,“I think you made many friends.”

It was at IAPCHE’s Congreso Internacional 2006 that African dele-
gates suggested these consultations. Their purpose was to encour-
age networking among Christian scholars in Africa and its subre-
gions, to discuss how IAPCHE can register its presence in Africa
through CPCHEA,to strategize about promoting integral Christian
scholarship in Africa,and to share opportunities and challenges
faced by Christian scholars.

The subregional consultations were also a step towards the planned
All Africa Conference, to be held in 2009 or 2010.

China Academic Consortium
BERKELEY, USA— China Academic Consortium (CAC) minis-
ters to a growing desire in China for a better understanding of
Christianity. It was founded in 1996 as an affiliate of Educational
Resources and Referrals-China (ERRC).ERRC, a nonprofit educa-
tional ministry, promotes good will and understanding between
North American and Chinese cultures through educational services
and academic exchanges.

CAC’s institutional membership consists ofERRC and Calvin
College, Denver Seminary, Fuller Theological Seminary, Drew
University, Concordia Seminary, Princeton Theological Seminary,
Wisconsin Lutheran College, International Theological Seminary,
and Calvin Theological Seminary. They are representatives of
the Protestant Christian faith,based on Scripture, while also appeal-
ing to traditions, reason and experience, and they seek to make con-
tributions to China and her intellectual community in the beliefthat
these Christian resources are relevant to Chinese culture and mod-
ern society. CAC works cooperatively with universities and research
institutions in China to study and research the foundation of
Christianity and its traditions, as well as its impact throughout

human history, with particular emphasis on Chinese society, past
and present.

CAC undertakes a number ofprojects that connect Chinese and
North American scholars, including faculty exchange appointments,
international conferences, consultation meetings, and the compila-
tion of an online annotated bibliography providing Chinese and
English summaries ofChinese works on Christianity. CAC also
organizes the translation and publication of works on public theol-
ogy, patristics, and early Christianity and provides supplements to
Christianity studies collections in Chinese university libraries.
Upcoming plans include a conference on Christian and Confucian
ethics, to be held in 2008 in collaboration with a major Chinese uni-
versity.

CAC invites all those who feel called to support Chinese scholars’
understanding ofChristian studies to partner with them in their
mission and activities. They welcome inquiries from Christian
scholars who want to know more about this important chapter in
Chinese-Western relations. Please visit www.errchina.com/cac.html
or write cac.errchina@gmail.com.

NET Foundation
RIJSSEN, THE NETHERLANDS—While Bible-based theological
education is in great demand worldwide, traditional teaching meth-
ods and instructional devices seem inadequate to meet this need.In
many countries and provinces, there are not enough qualified teach-
ers. A great number ofpotential students are not able to study full-
time because ofsocial commitments. In many places, educational
tools are of low quality. And traditional methods may not provide
the guidance and reflection that graduates need in their church
work. The Network Education Theology (NET) Foundation was
founded in the Netherlands in 2006 in order to address these needs.
The Foundation’s intention is to accomplish this internationally,
with the help ofan electronic learning environment accessible
through the Internet.

NET Foundation aims to support and promote theological educa-
tion worldwide by buying and providing internet technology related
to long-distance learning. Theological and missionary organizations
and their students can make use ofthis technology at local rates.
NET is also sharing knowledge and experience with NET partici-
pants regarding digital distance learning, it is contributing towards
the transmission ofthe Christian faith and the Reformed spiritual
legacy, and it is advancing the global cooperation between mission-
ary and theological educational institutes.

NET serves theological and missionary organizations that provide
Biblical Reformed Evangelical education, that have limited financial
means and possibilities, that accept technology as a challenge to
expand their own curriculum in quality and quantity, and that
demonstrate commitment to the necessity ofglobal theological
support.

NET Foundation offers three services:NETlearning, an electronic
learning platform through which long-distance education can be
provided,and local as well as international communities ofpractice
can be formed;NETconsult,which gives advice and offers cus-
tomized training for implementing distance learning at an organiza-
tion; and NETcontents, which initiates, coordinates and financially
supports international projects on the design and development of
digital theological learning materials. For more information, see
their multi-lingual website www.net-edu.org.
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present the closing address. A call for papers has been issued to fill
the other presentation slots at the conference. Scholars are invited
to present papers in either ofthe three tracks or the Research
Expo. Abstracts should be submitted in English by February 15,
2008.See article on page 9.)

IAPCHE regional conference topics pertain to the region and
scholars within the region will be given preference in the selection
process. Participants from around the world are welcome to attend.

Research Expo
The conference will also include a Research Expo featuring integral
Christian scholarship across several academic disciplines. IAPCHE
organized its first Research Expo in 2006 at the international con-
ference in Nicaragua.The format allows many scholars to share
their research with fellow Christians, in the following ways:
- setting up a poster session at the beginning ofthe conference

which remains on display for the length ofthe conference;
- distributing paper copies at their own discretion during the con-

ference;
- presenting a 30-minute summary of the paper during the confer-

ence;and
- discussing their research informally during “expo” periods (free

time slots in the conference program,often in the evening).

Conference Venue
The conference meetings will be held at the Chien Tan Overseas
Youth Activities Center, about a 50-minute drive from the Taipei
international airport. Conference delegates will be lodged at the
Center. The Center’s five-acre campus is located at the western
edge of the Yuan Shan Hill by the Keelung River. Located near
Taipei City, the Center offers peace from the loud bustle ofthe city
with a green lawn,a coffee shop, and a parking area.See picture
above.

Conference Schedule
The conference begins on Saturday afternoon with the opening
keynote, lead addresses in three tracks, and the opening ofthe
Research Expo. Delegates will worship together on Sunday and
become (re)acquainted at small group sessions. In addition to
numerous track and expo presentations on Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday, Christ’s College also plans a sightseeing and shopping
excursion,banquet,and cultural presentation.

Conference Fee 
The conference fee includes lodging for four nights (in a shared

double room),meals for 4 days, conference materials, round trip
airport transfers, sightseeing excursion,a cultural presentation, and
a copy of the published proceedings (after the conference).In
order to enable as many delegates as possible to attend the confer-
ence, the fee will be based on the delegate’s country of residence.
In this way, persons in developing countries will pay a smaller fee
while persons in high-income countries will pay a larger fee. In fact,
the fees from delegates from high-income countries will not only
cover conference costs but also provide a donation that will offset
the costs for delegates from low-income countries.

The tiered conference fee (in US$)is as follows:
$495 for delegates from Australia,Hong Kong, Japan,Korea,New

Zealand,Taiwan,and other high-income countries.
$395 for delegates from Malaysia,and other upper-middle-income

countries.
$295 for delegates from China,Indonesia,Marshall Islands,

Philippines, Thailand,and other lower-middle-income coun-
tries.

$195 for delegates from Bangladesh,India,Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan,Solomon Islands, and other low-income countries.

$129 for delegates from Taiwan who do not require lodging at the
venue.

Countries are listed where IAPCHE currently has members;con-
tact the IAPCHE office for the economic classification of any
country not listed.The table, “Classification of economies by
region and income, 2007”from the World Bank World Development
Report, 2006 (New York, Oxford University Press, 2006,p. 287),
which divides country economies among income groups according
to 2005 GNI per capita,calculated using the World Bank Atlas
method,was used for the tiers above.

Visas
Each delegate is responsible to verify the Taiwan entry require-
ments for his/her country and follow the prescribed procedures.
The following general information is provided with encouragement
to double check locally as requirements may change.

30-day visas are granted on arrival in Taiwan for persons holding
valid passports from the following countries:Australia,Austria,
Belgium,Brunei Darussalam,Canada,Costa Rica,Denmark,
Finland,France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,Iceland,Italy, Japan,
Republic of Korea,Liechtenstein,Luxembourg, Malaysia,Malta,
Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand,Norway, Portugal,
Singapore, Spain,Sweden,Switzerland,U.K., and U.S.A.

Nationals ofcountries other than those listed above must apply for
a visa.Some countries have a more complicated relationship with
Taiwan,which may require additional lead-time and procedures.
Christ’s College is willing to assist as much as possible with ade-
quate advanced information. Persons who need an official letter of
invitation should e-mail Paul Chi (Christ’s College) with a scanned
copy of their passport: jmupaul@yahoo.com 

Travel Subsidy
Through the generosity of select IAPCHE institutions and donors,
funds are available for partial subsidy for delegates, but they are
very limited.Please submit requests online at www.iapche.org well
in advance ofthe conference.

Note the following criteria:Subsidy will be awarded based on the
demonstration of need,partial funding from another source,
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country of residence, and IAPCHE membership. Financial assis-
tance will seek to accomplish representation from the countries and
institutions in the Asia/Oceania region.Subsidized delegates are
expected to share a room,i.e. subsidy will
not cover costs for a single room.Subsidy
awards will be made soon after January 1,
2008.

Donations Requested
IAPCHE is receiving donations to the travel
subsidy fund for this conference. Contact
iapche@dordt.edu to pledge your financial
support.

Further Arrangements
Visit www.iapche.org to download the con-
ference brochure or to submit an abstract or
subsidy request.The IAPCHE website will
be updated as more conference arrangements are finalized.

Introducing Christ’s College
TAIPEI, TAIWAN—Christ’s College is a Christ-centered school
founded by Rev. Dr. James Graham in 1959.Modeled after
American Christian colleges, it offers a higher education which bal-
ances spiritual,ethical,intellectual,physical,interpersonal and aes-
thetic aspects ofpersonal development.Since its founding, Christ’s
College has been dedicated not only to the development ofstu-
dents’intellect and character, but also to helping them know God
and discover the will ofGod in their lives. All students are required
to live on campus to facilitate their development in group life, char-
acter and personal convictions.

The school’s vision is based on Colossians 1:28:“We proclaim him,
admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom,so that we
may present everyone perfect in Christ.” Its slogan is “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning ofwisdom.”

The school sits on top ofa hill called
Puding, facing Danshui River and Guanyin
Mountain.Being in the suburb of Taipei,it
enjoys both transportation conveniences
and beautiful scenery.

Currently there are five departments:
English,Music, Administrative
Management,Information Technology and
Management,and Mass Communications.
The college is accredited by TRACS and is
an overseas institutional member of
CCCU. Along with emphasis on biblical
education, students are trained to be ser-
vant leaders. Students form mission teams

serving various people groups in Taiwan.The faculty are commit-
ted to helping nurture tomorrow’s leaders.

The college has about 5000 alumni.They serve different geographi-
cal areas such as Africa,Europe, Australia,New Zealand,Mainland
China and domestic Taiwan.In many different walks ofsociety,
they work to expand the Kingdom ofChrist.

Christ’s College’s goals for the future are to become more interna-
tionalized and to work more substantially toward the goal of devel-
oping Christ-centered servant leaders and life-long learners, who,
through the benefits of Christian higher education, will continue to
develop their Christian character and professionalism,thus benefit-
ing society and bringing glory to God.
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Conference Committee Members:
Dr. Bridget Aitchison (Southland

College, Australia) principal@south-
land.edu.au

Prof. J. Dinakarlal (Scott Christian
College, India) dinalal@sancharnet.in

Dr. Nic k Lantinga (IAPCHE Executive
Director) iapche@dordt.edu

Dr. David Lim (Asian School of
Development & Cross-cultural Studies,
Philippines) cmiphil53@yahoo.com

Dr. Bong Ho Son(Donduk Women’s
University, South Korea)
bongson@snu.ac.kr

Dr. T. J .Tseng(Christ’s College, Taiwan)
tj_tseng@yahoo.com

Mrs. Susheila Williams (Bishop
Appasamy College of Arts and
Sciences, India) csibacas@gmail.com

Focusing on the theme ofChristian Higher
Education and Globalization in Asia/Oceania:
Realities and Challenges, the conference pro-
vides a forum in which the opportunities and
challenges of individual members in the
region can be raised and discussed.Specific
questions which will be addressed at the con-
ference are: How do Christian scholars
approach the tasks of“seeking the welfare of
the city”and “teaching the nations”?  What are
the problems and possibilities opened by the
increasingly global environment?

In order to better explore the various strategies
of Christian higher education in this region,
we solicit presentations in the following three
tracks:

Christian higher education in contexts of
cultural and religious diversity. Christianity
remains a minority religion in nearly every
country of the region. What strategies can we

employ that allow us to pursue integrally
Christian teaching and scholarship and also
remain in contact with the broader national
context in which we live and work. How
might these strategies apply in countries where
Christianity has become a minority religion?

Serving Christian education at the elemen-
tary and secondary levels. Parents in many
countries are increasingly turning to non-gov-
ernment schools, including Christian schools,
for their children. What are the needs ofthese
institutions and how can Christian higher edu-
cation assist in their development?

The academic mission to marginalized
peoples. Jesus recognized no economic, class,
or cultural barrier. However, institutions that
seek to serve marginalized populations face
many difficulties. How do Christian profes-
sors across the disciplines assist those at the
periphery of society?

Abstracts (200-300 words) should be in submitted in English and sent to Dr. Nic k Lantinga on or before February 15,2008,for
consideration. Abstracts may be considered for a track presentation or a Research Expo presentation.

Call for Papers
Christian Higher Education and Globalization in Asia/Oceania:

Realities and Challenges

Christ’s College campus is located in a Taipei suburb.



Schuurman Retires from Wageningen
SOEST, THE NETHERLANDS—In September Prof. Dr. Ir.
Egbert Schuurman retired from his position as the Professor of
Reformational Philosophy at Wageningen University. Schuurman
has been a professor ofReformational Philosophy associated with
the Foundation for Reformational Philosophy since 1973.In honor
of his superannuation he gave a lecture titled The Challenges of
Islamic Criticism ofTechnology.

Schuurman studied Civil Engineering (Geotechnical mechanics:
cum laude) at the Delft University of Technology and studied
Philosophy at the Free University in Amsterdam.He received his
PhD in 1973.The title ofhis dissertation was:Technology and the
Future, Confrontation with Philosophical Views. Schuurman was profes-
sor of Reformational Philosophy at the Eindhoven University of
Technology from 1969 until 2005.From 1973 until 2004 he was
also a professor ofReformational Philosophy at the Delft
University of Technology, and starting in 1986 he also held this
position at the Wageningen University (he had been giving lectures
there since 1983).

Schuurman was an editor for the philosophical magazine Beweging
from 1964 until 1986,of which he served the last seven years as
editor-in-chief. He was chairman for the Centre of Reformational
Philosophy from 1976 till 1983,when he became the chairman of
the RFP party in the First Chamber. Schuurman now serves as the
chairman of the ChristenUnie Party (with which the RFP merged)
in the First Chamber.

In 1994 he became an honorary lecturer at the department of tech-
nology of the University of Potchefstroom in South-Africa,cur-
rently Nor th-West University. He received the Templeton Award
at Berkeley in 1995 for his education in the areas ofReligion,
Technology and Science.

Grant to Advance Scholarship in China
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Calvin College, in partnership with the
Society ofChristian Philosophers, has been awarded a grant of
$2,085,735 in order to acquaint Chinese scholars in philosophy and
religious studies with current research and thinking in the field of
science and religion and support their efforts to advance knowledge
in this field within China,over three years. The Society ofChristian
Philosophers, working through an administrative partnership with
the Nagel Institute ofCalvin College, will lead a major, three-year
initiative to strengthen scholarship on religion and science in
Chinese philosophy and religious studies.

This initiative will include a month-long intensive seminar at Calvin
College in the summer of2008 on religion and science for some
two dozen selected Chinese scholars and perhaps six to eight
Western scholars, featuring some ofthe leading Western experts in
this field;a major academic conference at Peking University in the
summer of2009,at which the seminar participants present and
defend papers they have prepared,alongside SCP members;a pub-
lished volume ofessays drawn from the best conference papers;a
three-year series ofmini-courses for graduate and undergraduate
students in China taught by eight visiting SCP scholars per year;
and a three-year program of visiting fellowships for eight Chinese
postgraduate students per year to study for one to two years at
Baylor, Notre Dame, Calvin,and Hope. The project’s leaders are
philosophers Kelly Clark and Del Ratzsch, of Calvin College, and
Michael Murray of Franklin and Marshall College.

Romania Recognizes Assemblies of God
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA— Ceuta Ioan, president ofRomanian
Bible University, writes with thanksgiving that the Romanian Court
recently issued a decree ofapproval recognizing the Assemblies of
God-Romania as a religious association. At the end of2006,the
President ofRomania had approved a very restrictive law regarding
the freedom ofreligion which recognized only two religious
groups. One group received full recognition and financial support
from the government and the second received recognition but no
financial support. On September 19,2007,the State Department of
Religion approved the Assemblies ofGod-Romania as the third
member ofthe religious association group. On October 10,2007
the Romanian Court issued the final decree ofapproval.

Kannan Completes PhD
TAMIL NADU, INDIA— Rajkumar Kannancompleted his PhD
in engineering in August,after working as a full-time researcher
from January 2004 to August 2007 in the Department of Computer
Applications, National Institute ofTechnology, India.His area of
research was Multimedia Annotation, Authoring and Retrieval.
Kannan carried out the research under the guidance ofDr. B.
Ramadoss, Assistant Professor ofthe Institute. During the course
of his work, Kannan was able to publish highly refereed papers in
international journals and conferences ofIEEE (USA),ACM
(USA),Springer Verlag (Germany),IOS Press (The Netherlands),
and Taylor and Francis (USA).Kannan was also granted travel bur-
saries to participate in the Summer School on Multimedia
Semantics at University of Glasgow, Scotland,UK in July 2007.Dr.
Kannan is now a Reader in the Department of Computer Science
at Bishop Heber College.

Worldview Institute Appoints Directors
BARTLESVILLE, USA—William Adrian has been appointed
Director of the Veritas Worldview Institute at Oklahoma Wesleyan
University in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.He is also a Fellow of the
Institute. Reggies Wenyika has been appointed Assistant Director.
Wenyika isfrom Zimbabwe and is completinga doctoral program
in higher education at Oral Roberts University. The focus ofthe
Institute includes issues in global Christianity. Adrian was the
author oftwo recent articles published in theJuly-September
(Volume 6,Number 4) issue ofChristian Higher Education, titled,“Is
Bible Translation ‘Imperialist’? Challenging Another Anti-Christian
Bias in the Academy,” and “Globalization and the Christian Idea of
a University (Or, the Lexus, the Olive Tree, and Higher
Education).” Current research is focused on the role and use of
Scripture in the Christian university.

Koyzis Speaks on Politics, Citizenship 
ANCASTER,CANADA—On November 7,Professor David
Koyzis gave the 2007 Bernard Zylstra Memorial Lectures at
Redeemer University College. Bernard Zylstra was professor of
political theory at the Institute for Christian Studiesand also
served as its president.Koyzis, professor ofpolitical science at
Redeemer, spoke in a chapel service on “Living as Image-Bearers,”
and gave two public lectures, “What Now? Taking Stock of the
Provincial Election Results”and “Can I? May I? The Reduction of
Authority to Power.”

ICED Targets Nursing Education
MINNEAPOLIS, USA—Dr. Sam Song, president ofthe Inter-
national Council for Educational Development (ICED),reports
that a team ofICED nursing educators has initiated discussions
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with Chinese nursing educators about the possibilities ofinfluenc-
ing nursing education through providing nursing educator training
programs. A more aggressive plan is underway for ICED to
become more involved in the Chinese nursing training process.

Wageningen Seeks Professor of
Reformational Philosophy
WAGENINGEN , THE NETHERLANDS—Wageningen
University’s department of Applied Philosophy is seeking candi-
dates for the position ofprofessor ofReformational Philosophy.
The chair focuses education and research on ‘Pragmatic philosophy
(ethics) ofnutrition,nature and environment,’ generally meaning a
philosophical reflection on the connection between science and
society. Vacancy number: AT HGL RW 2007-008.

The nominations committee consists ofrepresentatives of
Wageningen University and the Foundation for Reformational
Philosophy. They would like to be made aware of suitable candi-
dates. Additional information regarding the vacancy is available at
the Centre for Reformational Philosophy in Soest,phone number
(0031)35-5880205 or at www.aspecten.org/Vacatures/-
Hoogleraar_Wageningen.pdf(Dutch). For information regarding
Wageningen University, see www.wur.nl/uk. 

Applications should send their resume and letter ofinterest to:The
secretary of the nominations committee, Reformational
Philosophy;drs. M.E. Vaane;Wageningen Universiteit,Social
Sciences Group;Postbus 8130;6700 EW Wageningen;The
Netherlands. Sending a digital version of your application to eve-
line.vaane@wur.nl would be greatly appreciated.

Naugle on Worldview History in China
DALLAS, USA—David Naugle (Professor ofPhilosophy, Dallas
Baptist University) traveled to China in late November and spoke in
the philosophy departments at Wu Han University and Beijing
University on the history of the concept of worldview. He gave a
lecture on the topic at the Cultural Heights and Tower in Beijing as
well.Naugle’s book,Worldview: The History ofa Concept(Eerdmans
2002) was translated into Chinese by Peking University Press and
released Feb 2007.

Meeting Examines Place of Worldviews
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS—On September 21 the
mini-symposium Worldviews in Motion, organized by the Foundation
for Reformational Philosophy, was held at the Free University.
The afternoon symposium focused on the question ofwhether or
not there is room for well-founded worldviews in the contemporary
philosophical climate. This theme was prompted by the recently
published book De veerkracht van het grote verhaal: Levensbeschouwing in
het publieke domein (The resilience ofthe great story:worldviews in
the public domain) by Dr. Govert Buijs and Dr. Herman Paul.
This book contains eleven interviews with major representatives of
leading ideologies, including people like theologian Alister
McGrath, Cardinal Godfried Danneels and Philosopher ofLaw
Paul Cliteur. The symposium featured lectures by Herman Paul and
G.J. Kronjee (co-author ofGeloven in het publieke domein (Faith in the
Public Domain),a debate, and discussion.

Awards Encourage Media Excellence
BOMBAY, INDIA—T he second Galilean Awards will be held on
January 15,2008,at the St.Andrews Hall,Bandra,in Bombay.
Galilean International Film and Television Service (GIFTS) spear-
headed this effort to encourage and award excellence in Christian

media,according to GIFTS founder and president Rev. Dr. C.D.
Jebasingh. Winners will receive a beautiful crystal trophy.

Ansell Addresses Alberta
TORONTO, CANADA—Institute for Christian StudiesSenior
Member Nik Ansell recently made several presentations in
Edmonton,Alberta.He gave a lecture titled “Wisdom Calls For/th
Wisdom”at the University of Alberta,presented materials on
angels at Fellowship Christian Reformed Church, made a presenta-
tion on Wisdom/Proverbs 8 for a Bible study group, and spoke on
death, transience, and finitude in “The Human Nature of Evil” in a
class at The King’s University College.

Seeking Artists for Seminar in Indonesia
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—”Gospel and Culture” Faculty
Development Seminars partners the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities with the Nagel Institute ofCalvin
College and calls for a two-seminar pilot project in cross-cultural
faculty development.The first of these two experiments will take
place on June 8-23,2008,and at two Indonesia sites:Yogyakarta
and Bali.Operational partners are the Asian Christian Artists
Association, the Bali Christian Artists Association and Plowshares
Institute (ofConnecticut).This opportunity for Christian artists
and art professors is also being promoted via CIVA (Christians in
the Visual Arts),the CCCU, and IMAGE, a journal of the arts
based at Seattle Pacific University.

TCC Faculty Present and Publish
CHICAGO, USA—IAPCHE members at Trinity Christian
College (TCC) faculty have been active on and off campus. Bill
Boerman-Cornell gave “Top Ten Ways to Improve Community in
Your School” at the Christian Educators Association Convention,
held in Indiana in October, and with Dr. David Brodnax gave a
public lecture titled “Understanding African-American and Dutch-
American Cultures”at TCC in November. Patti Powell presented a
paper titled “Reflecting on service responding through writing, real-
izing the power to change” at the First International Conference on
Service-Learning in Teacher Education, held in Brussels, Belgium,
in July. Powell is the recipient ofthe 2007 Illinois Teacher
Education Division Council for Exceptional Children Excellence in
Teaching Award. Bob Ricespoke on “Teaching and Learning from
Tragedy and Loss in Cultural History” at the Scholarship of
Pedagogy Symposium at Lewis University, Illinois, in October.
Virginia La Grand’s essay “Peter Wimsey and Precious Ramotswe:
Castaway Detectives and Companionate Marriage” was published in
Christianity and LiteratureVol. 56,No. 4 (Summer 2007).Nelvia
Brady presented “Building a More Diverse Academy” at the First
Annual Diversifying Higher Education Faculty in Illinois
Conference at the University of Chicago and participated in a con-
ference on Expanding Institutional Racial Diversity sponsored by
the Council ofChristian Colleges and Universities in November.

Interfaith Pastoral Care Gets Attention
ELKART, USA—Daniel Schipani is involved in a research and
publication project focused on Interfaith Pastoral Care. The
increasing number ofother-than-Christian patients in hospitals and
other health care centers motivates this project,which aims to help
Christian pastoral caregivers to care Christianly in interfaith situa-
tions. The first phase has involved collaboration between the
Pastoral Care & Counseling Program of Mennonite Biblical
Seminary and the Pastoral Care Department of Lutheran Hospital
of Indiana.The research utilizes clinical as well as pastoral-theolog-
ical perspectives. The second phase ofthe project includes 
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collaboration with colleagues from various countries ofEurope,
Africa and Australia,comparing the results oftheir respective stud-
ies, and producing a larger publication titled Good News in the
Hospital: Understanding and Practicing Interfaith Spiritual Care.

African Journal Online
KITALE, KENYA—The Center for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA) now has an e-journal,
African Journal for Transformational Scholarship, at
http://cpchea.org/ajts/index.html.There are currently two issues
available online and a third is in process. The first issue includes
“Culture, World View and Religion:by B.J. van der Walt;
“Freedom,Person and Community” by Stuart Fowler; “Building
Bridges within the Community of Faith” by Isaac Mutua; and
“Transforming the Development Agenda”by Stuart Fowler. The
second issue features “The Significance ofNames to Christians in
Africa” by Mary Nyambura Muchiri ; “Religious Diversity,
Equality, Freedom and Tolerance”by B.J. van der Walt;and
“Rationality, Certainty and Education” by Stuart Fowler.

IAPCHE Seminar Successful in India
TAMIL NADU, INDIA— CSI Polytechnic College hosted an
IAPCHE chapter Christian Higher Education Seminar on
November 7.Prof. Dr. R.Samson Ravindran,the Patron and
Principal ofC.S.I. Polytechnic College delivered the presidential
address, which began with an explanation of IAPCHE and its
activities throughout the world.

The program also included an opening prayer by Er. Johnson
Stanin,Head ofthe Automobile Enginering Department,special
music, Bible reading by an electronics student,and a welcome and
vote of thanks by Liasion officer Er. K.R.Selvakumar. The Head of
the Production Department,Er. J.Joshua Gnanasekaran,introduced
the ChiefGuest Mr. Manohar Sam,South Regional Secretary of
YMCA.The ChiefGuest delivered an effective and inspiring mes-
sage to the gathering. Using Luke 2:42-52,Mr. Sam stressed model-
ing Jesus Christ in order to have a good impact on society through
education.

UPOLI Honors President of Brazil
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—On the occasion ofhis visit to
Nicaragua to strengthen relations between his government and
nation with the Nicaraguan people, President Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva was presented with the Martin Luther King Peace Order at
the Polytechnic University of Nicaragua (UPOLI) by Rector
Emerson Pérez Sandoval on August 8.“As an institution ofhigher
education aimed to support the less economically favored people,
we are honored to receive in our facilities the visit ofa worthy rep-
resentative of the working class who now, from his position as
President,gives his helping hand to his Latin American brothers
and sisters, thus showing due coherence between theory and prac-
tice of the principles and values he holds,” said the Rector.

The MLK Order is the highest recognition granted by UPOLI to
persons that have achieved merit because oftheir struggle in favor
of peace and justice, inside and outside Nicaragua.The medal was
granted in the context of the signing ofcooperative agreements
between the Nicaraguan and the Brazilian governments, which took
place at the UPOLI Central Campus at Managua.The cooperation
includes sharing and knowledge exchange in electricity generation,
sports, forestry, agriculture, education, tourism,and health.The
invocation was given by UPOLI Board member Rev. Tomás H.
Télles upon request ofNicaragua President Daniel Ortega S.

ICS Shares Theses Electronically
TORONTO, CANADA—Since 2006,the Institute for Christian
Studies(ICS) has been one ofmore than sixty Canadian universi-
ties participating in a national program to offer print and electronic
theses through the Theses Canada Portal. (http://www.collection-
scanada.ca/thesescanada/s4-230-e.html).The Theses Canada Portal is
a joint project ofLibrary Archives Canada (LAC) and ProQuest
Information and Learning.

ProQuest digitizes each thesis, provides a microfiche version for
preservation purposes to ICS and LAC, and adds the title to its
database, the ProQuest Dissertation and Theses Index. Researchers who
have global access to the Indexcan locate ICS theses by searching
under various fields, including the Institute’s name, by the name of
the junior member, or by subject.Through the Index, researchers
can read the junior member’s abstract,preview the first 24 pages,
download the full text of the thesis (.pdffile),or order a copy
through ProQuest.Over a four-year window ProQuest releases the
electronic version of each thesis to LAC for the Theses Canada
Portal, where they will be freely accessible.

The database has increased ICS’s reader profile from one to two
readers per thesis to an infinite number ofpotential readers. In
addition,this program has substantially increased the global aware-
ness ofICS and its graduate programs.

The ICS library is investigating ways make its older theses (digitized
in-house) available online through the ICS Library web page. While
our older theses are not eligible to be indexed into the ProQuest
Dissertation and Theses Index, they will be accepted into the Theses
Canada Portal once in digital format, thus showcasing and making
available all ofthe theses written by ICS graduates.

ICS theses and dissertations are also accessible by inter-library loan
through the ICS library. Search the ICS catalogue
(http://www.icscanada.edu/library/catsearch.shtml) using the term:
thesis* in the subject category. All past and current theses and dis-
sertations should appear. Note which thesis or dissertation that you
would like to order. All orders should be done through another
library (either public or academic);if that is not possible you may
contact ICS librarian Isabella Guthrie-McNaughton directly at:
iguthriemcnaughton@icscanada.edu.

Serving Prisoners, Health, Police
COIMBATORE,INDIA— Bishop Appasamy College has been
serving its community in various ways. During Deevali,the Festival
of Lights, members of the college community visited women
prison inmates, bringing new clothes, a cultural fest and a feast of
goodies. The inmates, some ofwhom had been neglected and for-
gotten even by their own families, were moved.The College also
held an Anti-Narcotics Day rally to educate the public about the
dangers of smoking and using drugs. Finally, the Friends ofPolice
Students’Wing was inaugurated.The aim is to bridge the gap
between the public and police, combining forces for the betterment
of society.

IAPCHE Networking Leads to Travel
MERIDA, MEXICO—As a result ofnetworking and building rela-
tionships at the IAPCHE conference inNicaragua last November,
William Adrian visited Merida,Mexico (in the Yucatan) anda
Christian school (K-12),Colegio Americano, in October. The
Colegio, directed by Floricel Ramos, is celebrating its 90th anni-
versary in 2007.Originally established by Presbyterian missionaries
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in1917,the Colegio has hada profound effect on education in the
Yucatan.Floricel Ramos andother educational leaders in the
region graduated from the school.Over 950 studentsare currently
enrolled in theColegio and plansare being made to expand the
school into higher education. It is recognized as a leading prepara-
tory school in the region,with special strengths in educational tech-
nology, classical education, English,and chess. Floricel would wel-
come visits by those who may be traveling in the Yucatan.

Founder of Hospitals and Schools Dies
AMBILIKKAI, INDIA—Dr . Jacob Cherian,who along with his
wife founded health care centers, a hospital,a college of nursing,
schools, polytechnics, and a college in a rural area ofIndia,died on
October 4,2007,at the age of 84.A Service ofThanksgiving was
held on Oct 27 at the Hospital Campus in Ambilikkai.

Jacob and Mary Cherian were trained as physicians in England.
They returned to India dedicated to serve those in need.Close
friends, also medical doctors, joined the Cherians in their mission,
and in 1934 the group opened a small health care center in
Oddanchatram.Within a decade it had grown into a multi-specialty
hospital.The Cherians moved to Ambilikkai in 1965,opening
wards for the treatment of tuberculosis and leprosy. This effort also
developed into a multi-specialty hospital.Eventually, the Cherians
established 27 health care centers in remote villages and established
a College of Nursing to train community health workers. They also
founded schools and polytechnics to provide education for employ-
ment and empowerment.A liberal arts college, established by the
Cherians in 1997,was named the Rev. Jacob Memorial Christian
College and became an institutional member ofIAPCHE in 2002.

In 1999,Dr. Cherian was awarded the civil decoration
“Padmabhushan”by the president ofIndia.The award recognizes
distinguished service ofa high order to the nation. IAPCHE gives
thanks for the service that Dr. Cherian gave to God’s kingdom.

Jewelry-making Pays the Bills
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Worldwide Christian Schools
(WWCS) has chosen Tentmakers Academy in Uganda,East Africa,
as its year-end giving project because ofthe school’s innovative
approach to sustainability. Tentmakers Academy gets its name from
Acts 18:1-3,a passage that tells of the Apostle Paul’s efforts to sup-
port himselfin his ministry at Corinth by making tents. It is a
Christ-centered school that is reaching out to children at risk for
HIV/AIDS . It sustains itselfby making jewelry.

Tentmakers has pulled itselfup amidst one ofthe toughest neigh-
borhoods in the capitol city ofKampala and is growing quickly,
with 135 children filling makeshift classrooms in a rented facility.
WWCS is raising funds so that Tentmakers can continue to grow
with a new building on land the school has already purchased.
Support will also be aimed at classroom resources and teacher
scholarships. The scholarships will enable teachers to attend semi-
nars and participate in a two-year program for certification.
To learn more, visit www.wwcs.org.

Professors Publish, Present Papers
ANCASTER,CANADA—Three IAPCHE members associated
with Redeemer University College have published or presented
papers recently. Elaine Botha published “Metaphor, embodiment
and fiduciary beliefs in science,” in Time and Context. Relevant
Philosophy, a special issue ofthe Journal Tydskrifvir Christelike
Wetenskap. This special edition was dedicated as a Festschrift to Dr.

D.F.M. Strauss. Her paper, “Metaphors, domains and embodiment,”
was published in a special edition ofthe Journal Koers, Festschrift
dedicated to Annette Combrinck, 70(3).James Vanderwoerd pub-
lished “Threat From the South:Is American Religion Bad News for
Canadian Social Welfare?”in Critical Social Work, Vol. 7,Number 1,
and presented “Bridging the Fundamentalist Divide:Can Social
Work Include Religious Orthodoxy?”at the Canadian Association
of Schools ofSocial Work, Saskatoon,in May. Harry Van Dyke’s
paper, “Groen van Prinsterer’s Appreciation of Classical Antiquity,”
was published in In the Phrygian Mode: Neo-Calvinism, Antiquity and the
Lamentations ofReformational Philosophy, ed.Robert Sweetman
(Toronto:ICS, and Lanham,MD: University Press ofAmerica,
2007).

Multiculturalism: A Timely Topic
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies (WYSOCS) will hold its final conference for this year on
December 8.Organizer David Hanson writes, “Christians in the
Britain of today are a minority culture among many. All claim
access to the public square. Secularism,though it is only one among
many beliefs, tells us that the public square is its own and that our
diverse beliefs and cultures must be privatised.Our WYSOCS
speakers on Multiculturalism have radical ideas about how the pub-
lic square can be shared.” If you would like CDs ofthe four talks,
e-mail admin@wysocs.org.uk.

September CHE Conference 
VILLAHERMOSA,MEXICO—Through the auspices ofAME-
CES (see article p. 14) a three-day conference on Christian Higher
Education was held September 14-16 in at the Universidad Alfa y
Omega.The three speakers lectured on different aspects ofthe
Christian worldview, especially as it pertains to education. Nearly all
of the 150-200 conferees were teachers.

Dr. David Espinosa-Victoria spoke on the need ofChristians to
become more involved in the conserving of our Earth. He empha-
sized the necessity to redirect our thinking towards an earth view
that God would want us to have. He entered into the philosophical
problem of the absolutization of science and how it has skewed
our own thinking. Of interest was the doctor’s own research with
microbes to disintegrate garbage and other waste. Dr. Espinosa is a
Mexican national and a former Fulbright scholar at the University
of Minnesota where he received his Ph.D. in microbiology.

Dr. John Paul Roberts, a philosopher, theologian,and Director of
Graduate Studies at Edinburg Theological Seminary in Texas, a
seminary dedicated to the preparation of Hispanic pastors on the
U.S.-Mexican border, expounded upon the practical use ofthe
Theory of the Spheres as formulated by Herman Dooyeweerd, the
renown Dutch philosopher. His exposition centered on our role as
teachers and its ethical ramifications, not only for the students, but
for the entire society. Dr. Roberts is the son offormer Latin
American missionaries, was raised in the Dominican Republic and
has served several decades teaching and preaching in Mexico.

The third speaker, Dr. John VanDyk,is well known to many in
IAPCHE.Philosopher, teacher, mentor, author and for many years
a member ofthe faculty ofDordt College, he is now serving as a
senior member ofAlta Vista,and related much of his work in The
Craft ofChristian Teaching. He emphasized that as Christian teachers
we simply have to do a better job ofreflecting Christ in our classes.
He presented,through a translator, that the collaborative classroom
is the most effective way to produce Christian disciples.
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The response was very favorable. Teachers from several regions in
Mexico were present.Many of the visitors were housed at the
Seminario del Sureste and were bused to and from the conferences
through the cooperation of the State government.

In October and November, Tabasco experienced severe flooding.
We are happy to report that the Universidad Alfa y Omega was
spared any physical damage. But the Seminary was completely inun-
dated as well as the homes ofseveral professors, including the
home ofthe General Director, Dr. Joaquin Barrientos.

Conferencias en Septiembre
VILLAHERMOSA,MEXICO—Por iniciativa de AMECES (ver el
artículo AMECES) se llevaron a cabo tres días de conferencias
sobre Educación Cristiana Superior en la Universidad Alfa y
Omega los días 13-15 de septiembre de 2007.Tres ponentes
hablaron de diferentes aspectos de la cosmovisión bíblica,poniendo
énfasis en sus aplicaciones a la educación.La mayoría de los 150-
200 participantes eran maestros.

El Dr. David Espinosa-Victoria habló de la necesidad de que los
cristianos se involucraran más en la conservación de la Tierra.
Enfatizó la urgencia de redirigir nuestro pensamiento hacia una per-
spectiva de la Tierra que Dios querría que tuviéramos y se adentró
en la problemática filosófica de la absolutización de la ciencia y
cómo ha perjudicado nuestro pensamiento. Además, resultaron muy
interesantes sus investigaciones en cuanto al uso de microbios para
la desintegración y el reciclaje de basura.El Dr. Espinosa es mexi-
cano y ganador de la beca Fulbright,habiendo recibido su Ph.D. en
el área de microbiología en la Universidad de Minnesota.

El Dr. Juan Pablo Roberts, filósofo, teólogo y director de posgrado
en el Edinburg Theological Seminary en Texas, un seminario dedi-
cado a la preparación de pastores hispanos en la frontera México—
EE.UU., expuso sobre el uso práctico de la Teoría de las Esferas, tal
como fuera formulada por Herman Dooyeweerd, el renombrado
filósofo holandés. Su exposición se enfocó en nuestro papel como
maestros y sus implicaciones éticas, no sólo para nuestros alumnos,
sino también para la sociedad en general.El Dr. Roberts es hijo de
padres misioneros que sirvieron mucho tiempo en Latinoamérica,
fue criado en la República Dominicana,y por muchos años ha
enseñado y predicado en México.

El tercer orador, el Dr. Juan VanDyk,es muy conocido para
muchos en IAPCHE.Es filósofo, maestro, escritor y, por muchos
años, miembro de la facultad de Dordt College;actualmente es
miembro de Alta Vista.El Dr. VanDyk reflexionó sobre su obra:El
arte de enseñar cristianamente. A través de un intérprete enfatizó que
como maestros cristianos tenemos que hacer un mejor trabajo
reflejando a Cristo en nuestras aulas. Con mucha convicción expuso
que el salón de clases es la mejor manera de producir discípulos
cristianos.

La reacción de todos los presentes fue muy favorable. Los maestros
venían de varias regiones de México. Muchos de los visitantes
fueron hospedados en el Seminario del Sureste y transportados a las
conferencias a través del apoyo del gobierno del Estado.

Cabe reportar que la Universidad Alfa y Omega no sufrió daños
materiales en su planta debido a las inundaciones, pero el Seminario
resultó completamente inundado así también como las casas de
muchos profesores, incluyendo la casa del Director General,el Dr.
Joaquín Barrientos.

AMECES
Through the effort of IAPCHE another Christian association has
been birthed—the Asociación mexicana de escuelas cristianas de
educación superior (AMECES).The idea for the association started
at the IAPCHE international conference in Nicaragua in November
of 2006,where leaders from the Universidad Alfa y Omega in
Villahermosa,Tabasco, Mexico, and ILMES (Instituto Libre de
México de Estudios Superiores) in Querétaro, Mexico, met for the
first time. Their common interest in Christian Higher Education
(CHE),in addition to their reading ofJohn VanDyk’s, The Craft of
Christian Teaching, which had recently been translated into Spanish
by ILMES and published by the Dordt Press, led them to plan a
conference on CHE in Villahermosa in January of 2007.

Two of the speakers at that conference, Dr. J.P. Roberts (Director
of Graduate Studies at Edinburg Theological Seminary in Texas)
and Dr. Darrel W. Hilbrands (Rector of ILMES),met with the lead-
ers of Alfa y Omega,Dr. Joaquin Barrientos, Mtro. Ernesto Balan,
and Mtro. Josue Vera.The idea ofa Mexican association was sug-
gested.During the following months it was decided to meet in
Queretaro in June. At that meeting AMECES was born. Besides
electing officials, determining our raison d’étre, participating in the
graduation exercises ofILMES, and enjoying a time offellowship,
it was decided to meet again in Villahermosa in September and to
organize a second series ofconferences on CHE (see article p. 13).

At the September meeting, the list ofmembers was expanded to
include:Colegio Renuevo de Ciudad Victoria,Tamaulipas;
Seminario Teológico de Edinburg, Texas;Seminario Juan Calvino
de México City;Seminario del Sureste de Tabasco;ILMES de
Querétaro; Colegio Americano de Yucatán;and Alfa y Omega de
Tabasco. Vision and mission statements were adopted as well as a
series ofobjectives. It was decided to meet again in December, but
due to the tragic flooding in Tabasco in October and November,
the next meeting was postponed until March 2008 in Mexico City.

As members of AMECES we encourage any Spanish speaking
CHE institution to contact us. Part of our mission is to facilitate
the interaction ofdifferent CHE institutions within the Spanish
speaking world. Emails:ilmes.mexico@yahoo.com,
jroberts_ETS@edinburgseminary.org, balan811@hotmail.com 

AMECES
Por intermedio del esfuerzo de IAPCHE otra asociación cristiana
ha nacido, AMECES (Asociación mexicana de escuelas cristianas de
educación superior).La idea empezó en la conferencia internacional
de IAPCHE en Nicaragua en noviembre de 2006,donde líderes de
la Universidad Alfa y Omega de Villahermosa,Tabasco, e ILMES
(Instituto Libre de México de Estudios Superiores) en Querétaro —
ambas instituciones mexicanas— se conocieron por primera vez. Su
interés común en Educación Cristiana Superior (ECS),además de la
lectura del libro de Juan VanDyk,El arte de enseñar cristianamente,
recientemente traducido al español por la Facultad de ILMES y
publicado por Dordt Press, los llevó a planear una conferencia
sobre ECS en Villahermosa en enero de 2007.

Dos de los expositores de la conferencia,los doctores Juan Pablo
Roberts (Director de estudios de posgrado del Edinburg
Theological Seminary en Texas) y Darrel W. Hilbrands (Rector de
ILMES) se reunieron con los líderes de Alfa y Omega,el Dr.
Joaquín Barrientos, el Mtro. Ernesto Balan,y el Mtro. Josué Vera,y
surgió la idea de una asociación mexicana.Algunos meses después,
se determinó reunirse en Querétaro en junio. En ese encuentro
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The Baylor Project: Taking Christian Higher Education
to the Next Level edited by Barry G. Hankins and Donald D.
Schmeltekopf; South Bend, Indiana: St. Augustine’s Press; 2007;
365 pages, ISBN: 978-1-58731-062-1. 
Can a Protestant university be a first-class research institution and preserve
its soul? That question is the focus ofthis interpretive history of the last
seventeen years of Baylor University’s institutional life. The story begins
with the momentous charter change of 1990 and the challenge of member-
ship in a new, prestigious athletic conference, the Big XII.These develop-
ments presaged new dreams at Baylor, and with those dreams, important
choices and new directions. These, in turn, helped shape the grand plan that
is Baylor 2012,a vision for the university to move from a largely undergrad-
uate and professional school to a research university. The great struggle that
ensued is whether such an aspiration can be successfully carried out while
maintaining and even deepening Baylor’s commitment to its Christian iden-
tity. This struggle has focused on the nature and responsibilities ofthe fac-
ulty, graduate education and scholarship, campus life, alumni relations,
finances, and institutional self-understanding.

Culture, Politics and Development: Ethical and
Theological Reflections on the Ghanaian Experience by
Emmanuel Asante ; Accra: Challenge Enterprise; 2007; 126
pages, ISBN: 978-9988643-84-5.
Intended primarily for those who wish to engage in dialogue involving
faith,social,cultural and political issues, this discussion centers on culture,
development and politics. The thrust of the work is that a balanced theo-
logical enterprise will take into consideration all aspects ofhuman culture,
politics and development iftheology is to serve its mission oftransforming
human society and lives.

Denken, ontwerpen,maken. Basisboek Techniekfilosofie
(Thinking, designing, crafting: Introduction to Philosophy of
Technology) by Maarten Verkerk, Jan Hoogland, Marc de Vries
and Jan van der Stoep ; Amsterdam: Uitgeverij Boom; 2007;
448 pages, ISBN 978-90-5881-350-3. 
Based on reformational philosophy as developed by H. Dooyeweerd and D.
Vollenhoven,this text includes four parts: introduction,analysis oftechnol-
ogy, technology and society, and case studies. A sound connection is made
between the classical Philosophy of Technology (Heidegger, Ellul), the ana-
lytical approach in the Philosophy of Technology (Simondon,dual nature)
and the empirical approach (Bijker, Latour).A number ofdifferent areas of
this rapidly growing field are covered,and several subjects that do not
belong to this field traditionally have been drawn into the discussion,for
example the position ofthe engineer, the ethics ofthe organization and the
sociology of post-industrial society. The book also includes some ofthe
contributions ofProfessor Dr. Hendrik van Riessen and Professor Dr.
Egbert Schuurman, reformational philosophers whose views often lead to
surprising insights on the subject.This book is very suitable for students,
teachers, engineers and scientists. The importance ofphilosophical reflec-
tion and the development oftheir philosophical views are clarified by plen-
ty of examples from day-to-day practical experience.

Divided by a Common Heritage: The Christian Reformed
Church and the Reformed Church in America at the
Beginning of a New Millennium by Corwin Smidt , Donald
Luidens, James Penning, and Roger Nemeth; Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans; 2007; 226 pages, ISBN-10: 0802803857, ISBN-13:
978-0802803856.
This volume examines the similarities and differences evident among laity
and clergy in the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRC) and
the Reformed Church in America (RCA).The study is based on surveys
gathered over the past several decades, and it examines differences between
laity across the two denominations, clergy across the two denominations,
and the clergy-laity differences found within each denomination. After plac-
ing the study within its proper context, the volume offers a briefhistory of
the RCA and CRC. Separate chapters are then devoted to assessing these
similarities and differences in terms of religious beliefs, religious practices,
political engagement,congregational life, and current issues ofecclesiastical

life. The volume concludes with some thoughts about the future of the two
denominations, given the challenges which confront them both individually
and collectively.

Gems From the Preacher’s Pedestal: A Collection of
Sermons and Talks by Emmanuel Asante ; Accra: SonLife;
2006; 155 pages, ISBN: 9988-640-43-9. 
This book is full ofvaluable insights that would greatly benefit anyone
engaged in ministry, that is, every Christian,but especially the ordained
minister. The biblical basis ofthe views expounded challenges the reader to
do further reading ofthe Bible.

Opportunity: Introducing Free Enterprise and Business
by David Whitlock ; Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers;
2007; 309 pages, ISBN-10: 1556351488, ISBN-13: 978-
1556351488. 
In story form, complete with the suspense and intrigue ofa novel,
Whitlock teaches the principles offree enterprise and business from a val-
ues-based perspective and with a distinctively Christian ethic. This “novel
text” integrates a survey of business disciplines with a biblical worldview, all
the while following the story of character Christian Durant as he works
part-time during college, moves into management,then into a start-up busi-
ness partnership. In enlightening ways the book explores the integration of
faith and ethics. Whitlock currently serves as Associate Provost,Dean of
the College of Business and Computer Science, and Professor ofBusiness
at Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar, Missouri.

Origins: A Reformed Look at Creation, Design, and
Evolution by Deborah B. Haarsma and Loren D. Haarsma;
Grand Rapids: Faith Alive Christian Resources; 2007; 255 pages,
ISBN-10: 1592552277, ISBN-13: 978: 1592552276.
In this book,scientists Loren and Deborah Haarsma present a solid
Reformed perspective on how to evaluate the competing ways in which
Christians understand the origins and history of the universe. The book
shows how both God’s Word and God’s world should be honored in com-
ing to a responsible understanding ofhow God created the universe and
our world. The authors, who are professors in the Department of Physics
and Astronomy at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan,offer helpful
guidance for thoughtful Christians who are seeking to resolve their differ-
ences and come to a deeper, more biblical understanding oforigins. It
includes discussion starters for small groups.

The Strategic Smorgasbord of Postmodernity:
Literature and the Christian Critic edited by Deborah
Bowen: Newcastle, U.K.: Cambridge Scholars Press; 2007; 340
pages, ISBN 1-84718-161-9; ISBN 13: 9781847181619.
Contemporary Christian critique often talks about postmodernism apoca-
lyptically, in terms of cultural crisis and decline;instead,the contributors to
this volume believe that there is a new place for Christian entrées on the
academic smorgasbord of postmodernity, and they see the postmodern
turn as an opportunity for fresh perspectives on the spiritual dimensions of
reading literature. These twenty scholars are an eclectic group, differing in
theological and theoretical commitments, but all identifying as Christian.In
this collection they dialogue with a wide range of contemporary literary
theorists and theoretical perspectives, and offer new readings ofprimary
texts informed by both these theoretical constructs and their Christian
faith.Editor Bowen is on the faculty ofRedeemer University College.

Teaching Spiritually Engaged Reading edited by David I.
Smith , John Shortt , and John Sullivan; Nottingham: The
Stapleford Centre; 2007; 110 pages, ISBN: 978-1-902234-65-6.
This volume investigates how the shape given to the reading experience by
educators connects with faith and spiritual growth.The essays point to
issues, tensions, and teaching practices ofrelevance to any educator seeking
to help learners engage deeply with texts. The volume contains essays from
Alan Jacobs, John Netland,Mark A. Pike, C. Rebecca Rine, Cynthia G.
Slagter, David I. Smith,and John Sullivan and is the second in an occasional
series ofspecial issues ofthe Journal ofEducation and Christian Belief.
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New Affiliate Members
Asociacion para el Avance de la
Educacion Reformada en
Mexico (AASERM), Alberto
Escobar Duenas, President,Col.
Valle De Luces, Mexico

NET F oundation, Raymond
Warnaar, Director, Rijssen,The
Netherlands

New Institutional Members
Handong Global University, Dr.
Young-Gil Kim,President,Puk-Ku
Pohang City, Kyungbuk,South
Korea

Nig erian Baptist Theological
Seminary, Prof. J. A. Ilori,
President,Ogbomoso, Ovo State,
Nigeria

New Individual Members
Dr. D. Mano Stella Charling,
Lecturer in Education, St.
Christopher’s College of Education,
Chennai,India

Prof. Bill Boerman-Cornell,
Assistant Professor ofEducation,
Trinity Christian College, Palos
Heights, IL, USA

Prof. James T. Davis, Law
Professor, Handong Global

University, Pohang, Kyung Buk,
South Korea

Dr. Tommy L Duncan, Assistant
Professor ofHigher Education,
Athens, OH, USA

Dr. John O. Enyinnaya, Rector,
Baptist College of Theology,
Obinze-Owerri, Nigeria

Mr. Mark Fackler, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Rev. Dauda Andrawus Gava,
Lecturer, Theological College of
North Nigeria,Jos, Plateau State,
Nigeria

Dr. Edward Laarman, Campus
Minister, Geneva Campus Ministry
at University of Iowa,Iowa City,
IA, USA

Mrs. Rosemary Wahu Mbogo,
Assistant Lecturer, Nairobi
Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology, Nairobi,Kenya

Dr. Rich Menninger, Associate
Professor ofReligion,Ottawa
University, Ottawa,KS, USA

Mr. Peter Feer Msumari,Program
Coordinator, Overland Mission

Tanzania,Arusha,Tanzania

Dr. Edward (Ted) Newell,
Professor, Education, Atlantic Bap-
tist University, Ammon,NB, Canada

Ezekiel Emiola Nihinlola, Rector,
Baptist College of Theology, Lalos,
Nigeria

Dr. Timothy Palmer, Theological
College of North Nigeria,Jos,
Plateau State, Nigeria

Dr. Adella Paul, Professor,
Gurukul Lutheran Theological
College and Research Institute,
Chennai,India

Dr. Susan Robbins, Associate
Professor ofPhilosophy &
Humanities, Klaipeda University,
Klaipeda,Lithuania

Mrs. Louise Roodt, Lecturer,
Northwest University, Noordbrug,
Potchefstroom,South Africa

Mrs. Grace Sornabai Satya,
Lecturer, St.Christopher’s College
of Education, Chennai,India

Mrs. Bethany Schuttinga, Vice
President ofStudent Services,
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA,

USA

Rev. Dr. V. M. Spurgeon,Lecturer
and chaplain,Madras Christian
College, Chennai,India

Dr. Lil y Thiyanamani Stuart,
Reader in Tamil,St.Christopher’s
College of Education, Chennai,
India

Dr. Curtis J. Taylor, Special
Assistant to the President &
Director of Institutional Planning,
Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA,
USA

Mrs. Sheryl Sheeres Taylor,
Director ofLibrary Services, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, IA, USA

Prof. P. George Victor,
Department of Philosophy and
Religious Studies, Andhra
University, Waltair, India

Drs. A. H. D. Wagenaar, Teacher,
Ichthus College, Veenendaal,The
Netherlands

Prof. Jang Choon Yoo, Associate
Professor, Dean,Handong Global
University, Pohang, Kyung Buk,
South Korea

N E W  M E M B E R S

AMECES
continued from page 14
nació AMECES. Además de elegir a los oficiales, determinar la razón
de ser, participar en la ceremonia de graduación de ILMES, y pasar
un buen tiempo de compañerismo, se acordó reunirse de nuevo en la
ciudad de Villahermosa en septiembre y organizar una segunda serie
de conferencias sobre ECS (ver el artículo Conferencias de
Septiembre).

En la reunión de septiembre la lista de miembros se amplió incluyen-
do:el Colegio Renuevo de Ciudad Victoria,Tamaulipas, el Seminario
Teológico de Edinburg, Texas, el Seminario Juan Calvino de la ciu-
dad de México, el Seminario del Sureste de Tabasco, ILMES de
Querétaro, el Colegio Americano de Yucatán,y Alfa y Omega de
Tabasco. Además, se adoptaron las declaraciones de visión y misión y
una serie de objetivos. Se decidió reunirse otra vez en México en
diciembre, pero debido a los eventos trágicos en Tabasco durante
octubre y noviembre se pospuso la próxima reunión hasta marzo de
2008 en la Ciudad de México.

Como miembros de AMECES animamos a cualquier institución de
ECS de habla hispana a que se comunique con nosotros. Parte de
nuestra misión es facilitar la interacción de diferentes instituciones de
ECS dentro del mundo hispanoparlante. Emails:
ilmes.mexico@yahoo.com,jroberts_ETS@edinburgseminary.org,
balan811@hotmail.com 

Institute for Christian StudiesInstitute for Christian Studies
2008 Summer School2008 Summer School

Ethics after Auschwitz: Adorno and Levinas (Interdisciplinary seminar),
Jeffrey Dudiak,Ron Kuipers, Lambert Zuidervaart, Shannon Hoff,
May 5 – 16

Romans: God, Israel and Empire, Sylvia Keesmaat, May 5 – 16

Feminism, Faith and Rhetoric, Helen Sterk, June 2 – 13

Art, Beauty and God: Recurrent Themes in Theological Aesthetics,
Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin and Wessel Stoker, June 30 – July 11

The Weakness ofGod: John D. Caputo, James Olthuis and John D.
Caputo, July 7 - 18

Advanced Educational Psychology, Gloria Goris Stronks, July 21 - 25

The above ICS courses are on offer for the summer of2008.
For more information, please contact 
academic-registrar@icscanada.edu

or go to 
www.icscanada.edu


