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The Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship has awarded
a $28,000 grant for a collaborative research program on
international Christian higher education cosponsored by
the International Association for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education, the Nagel Institute for the
Study of World Christianity, and Baylor University.

According to the approved proposal,the project will
“produce a survey and research report, a global database
of Christian institutions ofhigher education, and a book
of essays on the current state and future prospects for
Christian higher education in Africa,Asia,Europe, Latin
America,and North America.It will provide an assess-
ment of the extent to which Christian colleges and uni-
versities worldwide ‘deliberately bring the resources of

the Christian faith to bear’upon their main academic
work. This project will also publish forth new research
and analysis about a lively ‘religious sector’within higher
education worldwide, thus extending and exploring a sur-
prising theme now emerging in the history and current
affairs of higher education.”

Global Christian Higher Education Project

BELLEVUE, USA—There’s still time to register for the
7th annual Alta Vista consultation, which brings together
agencies involved in Christian primary, elementary, sec-
ondary, and higher education. Hosted by IAPCHE and
affiliate member Alta Vista,the consultation will be held
at Bellevue Christian School in Bellevue, Washington on
April 4 - 5.Agencies can participate either in person or
by sending a report.

The consultation will focus on international partnerships
between institutions ofChristian higher education, edu-
cational organizations, and associations, and Christian
schools at home and abroad.Among the key questions to
be explored are the following:How do institutions of
Christian higher education and educational organizations
assist elementary and secondary education? What can we
do to promote coordination and collaboration between
agencies involved in serving emerging schools in develop-
ing countries? How can we foster closer relationships
between schools in different parts of the world?

The sessions will start at 7:30 Friday evening, April 4,and
conclude by 5:00 Saturday afternoon.To help cover costs;
the fee is $30US per person for IAPCHE individual
members and K-12 educators. This fee includes breakfast
and lunch on Saturday and the consultation materials.
The cost for non-IAPCHE-members (who are not K-12
educators) is $65US per person,which includes the same
features plus a one-year individual IAPCHE membership.
Membership in IAPCHE situates the participants for
continued networking after the consultation. Fees will be
collected at the consultation.

The consultation hosts have negotiated a discounted rate
at the Sheraton Bellevue. Shuttle service from the
Seattle/Tacoma international airport is available for a fee;
the hotel offers complimentary transportation to/fr om
Bellevue Christian School.

For additional details, contact the IAPCHE office at
iapche@dordt.edu.For proceedings ofprevious consulta-
tions, consult www.iapche.org/ongoing.htm.

Education Consultation
continued on page 6

TAIPEI, TAIWAN—Delegates from 16 countries have
registered to attend the next regional IAPCHEconfer-
ence. “Christian Higher Education and Globalization in
Asia/Oceania”is the theme ofthe third regional confer-
ence to be held May 3-6,2008,hosted by Christ’s
College. The four-day conference will feature three
tracks:
1.Christian higher education in contexts of cultural and

religious diversity.
2.Serving Christian education at the elementary and 

secondary levels.
3.The academic mission to marginalized peoples.
The conference will also include a Research Expo, small
group meetings, Sunday worship, a sightseeing and shop-
ping excursion,and a banquet and cultural presentation.
Meetings and lodging will be at the Chien Tan Overseas
Youth Activities Center, a peaceful five-acre campus, a
50-minute drive from the Taipei international airport.

There is still time to register!
Visit http://www.iapche.org/taipei.htm to download the
conference brochure, submit a Research Expo abstract,
apply for a subsidy, or register for the conference.

Speakers
Dr. Bong Ho Son (Donduk Women’s University, South
Korea) will open the conference, with Dr. Ken Gnanakan
(ICHE, India) giving a response. Track 1 speaker will be
Dr. Kang Phee Seng (Hong Kong Baptist University),
with response by Dr. Yasunori Ichikawa (Kobe Reformed
Theological Seminary, Japan).Track 2 speaker will be Dr.
Richard Edlin (National Institute for Christian Education,
Australia ),with response by Dr. Vimala Punithakumar

IAPCHE Taipei 2008

continued on page 4



Christians have long considered the
relationship between faith and rea-
son.Augustine, working from an
earlier translation of Isaiah 7:9
made the bold claim that “Unless
ye believe ye shall not know.”
Others have picked up this theme
and reformulated it as “faith seek-
ing understanding.” IAPCHE exists
because a large and growing group
of Christians agrees upon the
strong connection between ortho-
dox Christian faith and reason.

There has also been a long tradition ofChristians focused not so
much on the connection between faith and reason as between love
and reason.Here the point is not withdrawal into reflection,but
rather engagement in God’s world and its concerns. Sometimes
Calvinists have been faulted for missing the connection with the
world and focusing on the God’s sovereign rule in “every square
inch” of creation. What should we make of the connection
between reason and love?

First,we recognize that such a re-emphasis on love and reason has
solid Biblical basis. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 13:13 reads:
“And now these three remain:faith,hope, and love. But the greatest
of these is love.” James pushes further in the same direction,
declaring that faith without works is dead.

Both Paul and James emphasize that love is not simply a mushy
feeling but rather an active verb that can be seen.“If I speak in the
tongues ofmen and ofangels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal”writes Paul.Since both Paul
and James recognize a closer connection between love and action
than between faith and action,should Christian higher education
mirror this connection?  

For a long time higher education refused to include practical arts.
University education was long under the sway of the Greek distinc-
tion between the higher and immaterial realm ofcontemplation and
the lower realm ofaction.Elevated thinkers were not to get their
hands dirty in the practical things. Such activities were for persons
of low status.

Fortunately, this distinction did not last in its rigid form. The
Renaissance ofGreek and Roman learning stimulated artists to
paint familiar scenes in intellectually challenging ways. The world
could be engaged through the senses and communicated by artists
without the mediation of an religious or intellectual “priesthood.”
Soon the world realized that many artists were theologians and
thinkers of the first order.

Many artista argued that the world and its concerns were appropri-
ate subjects for our attention.In addition to the Madonna and
child,painters gave us the every day world of saints and sinners.
The point is that all of life, from worship to the mundane activities
of the market place, from the sublime to the plain,is called by God
to faithfulness. The world deserves our loving attention.

So too, those who direct our attention to the relationship oflove
and reason want us to pay attention to the hurly-burly of every day
life. In my own discipline ofpolitics, we can easily be tempted to
define our science as the application of sublime mathematical for-

mulas or the constant discussion ofdusty texts. However, love
would recommend that we consider and teach the ways in which
faith helps our students see and bind up the wounds ofthe world.
Surely, there are times for abstraction and old texts, but love will
not allow us to speak only to ourselves in the University.

This prompts me to return to James who hints at a connection
between faith,love, and reason.Describing Abraham’s response to
God,James writes, “You see that his faith and his actions were
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did”
(2:22).Faith and love-inspired works come together in the Christian
worldview.

A few years ago, I heard the self-identified Calvinist Richard Mouw
restate a phrase made famous by Abraham Kuyper. The original
runs something like “there is not a square inch in the whole domain
of our human existence over which Christ,who is Sovereign over
all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’” Mouw suggested that this faithful
response be augmented by the recognized need to go into every
square inch of the world and be prepared to suffer.

Christian higher education can prepare students for just this task,
faithfully recognizing their place in the greatness ofcreation and
ready to attend to the wounds they find.
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Faith, Love, Reason
E D I T O R I A L

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary

Gathro succeeds Vanderstelt as advisor
Dr. Richard Gathro, recently Executive Vice President ofthe
Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU) and long-
time supporter of IAPCHE,has agreed to
serve as IAPCHE’s Advisor for North
America.He brings with him a wealth of
experience in global networking. Among
his duties at the CCCU, Gathro developed
semester study programs across the globe,
developed the network of international
affiliates in 25 countries and oversaw the
development ofthe Council’s Initiative to
Advance Intercultural Competencies.

He will become Assistant to the President
of Nyack College, New York, on April 1;
his office will be at their Washington,D.C.
campus. Rich has been asked to join Nyack’s executive team in
order to develop global programs and mentor faculty and adminis-
tration. He brings more than 35 years of experience in Christian
higher education, both in teaching and administrative leadership and
holds advanced degrees in theology, psychology and education. Rich
and his wife Kathrine have two children and reside in Arlington,
Virginia.

On his retirement from the North American advisor position,Dr.
John Vanderstelt wrote, “For me it has been a source of great joy to
have been an integral part of IAPCHE since its beginning. As I
tried to serve IAPCHE as much as I could,I discovered that it
influenced me more than anything else while in northwest Iowa.I
am deeply grateful to IAPCHE’s many Boards for their trust,
prayers, and work during the last quarter of a century.” Vanderstelt
was a delegate to the 1975 conference in South Africa where
IAPCHE began;he later served as executive secretary, board chair,
as well as regional advisor.

Dr. Richard Gathro
Regional Advisor

Nor th American Region
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IAPCHE History X
International Conference 2000
marked a crucial point in the histo-
ry of IAPCHE. It met at a crucial
time, marking not only the begin-
ning of the 21st Century, but also
the 25th Anniversary (1975-2000)
of the Association. It also met for
a crucial purpose, i.e., to decide if
and how the Association would
move into the 21st Century.

Conference 2000 met on the cam-
pus ofDordt College, Sioux

Center, Iowa,August 12-16,with 100 delegates from all five regions
in attendance. The theme ofthe conference was “Challenges for
Christian Higher Education in the 21stCentury.” Daily devotional
periods, led by Dr. James De Jong of Calvin Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Michigan,helped to remind the conferees ofthe biblical,
kingdom perspective needed to give meaningful direction to the
conference proceedings.

During the first part of the conference selected representatives
from each region described the challenges facing their particular
region.Regional and plenary discussions followed each presenta-
tion. Each discussion group included representatives from all five
regions, resulting in a truly international exchange of ideas. In the
process it became clear that, while each region faced unique chal-
lenges, all of the regions also faced a common set ofchallenges.

With all of this in mind,in the second part, the conference moved
to consider ways of meeting the challenges. By way of introduction
to these sessions, the Board of the Association placed before the
delegates two foundational items:
1.The Statement on Christian Higher Education indicating that

IAPCHE understands its entire educational task “in light of
God’s inscripturated revelation” and that “any concepts of neu-
trality and or relativism are to be rejected.”1

2.The Purpose Statement stating that IAPCHE seeks to foster the
development ofintegral Christian higher education “through net-
workingand related academic activity.”2

In this context, and according to a previously agreed upon long-
range planning structure,3 the conferees were divided into four
groups, each having representatives from all of the five regions.
They considered the following challenges:
1.Membership Challenge—to define, establish,and increase mem-

bership in all categories as well as relationships with other institu-
tions to enhance the IAPCHE network.

2.Organizational Challenge—to define and clarify the organization-
al structure of IAPCHE to make networkingmore serviceable.

3.Program Challenge—to revise present programs and identify,
define, and prioritize networkingprograms.

4.Projects Challenge—to identify, define, and prioritize projects.

In connection with the Projects Challenge, four very interesting
projects were presented:Faith and Learning Network, International
Christian Academic Studies Certificate, Center for Educational
Services (Dordt College) and IAPCHE Collaboration, and an East
Africa Studies Program.The first three ofthese projects were
endorsed for support by IAPCHE and the fourth was received for
information.

Out of these planning sessions came a ten year long-range plan that
was enthusiastically recommended to the Board for adoption.4
Implied in this recommendation was the hope that IAPCHE would
continue and that it would function according to the plan in meet-
ing the challenges of the 21st Century. Of special significance were
the following objectives:
- to enhance the identity and functionality ofthe five regions.
- to schedule and hold international conferences every five years for

individual and institutional members.
- to encourage the periodic scheduling ofregional conferences.
- to communicate regularly with the membership, especially by way

of Contact.
- to develop criteria for determining what projects IAPCHE should

undertake.
- to review and explore relationships with other associations of

Christian higher education.

It was my privilege, as executive secretary, to chair this second part
of the conference. Understandably I was thrilled with and thankful
to God for the plans that had been made for IAPCHE’s future. But
when leaving the auditorium,late in the evening, I was approached
by Dr. Carools Reinecke, Rector Magnificus ofPotchefstroom
University for Christian Higher Education, South Africa.He, too,
was enthusiastic about the results ofthe meeting;but then went on
to say, “Remember, John,IAPCHE can’t do everything. But what it
does do, it must do well.” I haven’t forgotten that wise counsel,and
I trust that it will long be remembered by the Association as well.

Both before and after the conference, the Board of the Association
met under the leadership of its chair, Dr. John Vanderstelt.Among
other things, the Board
- responded positively to the conference, observing that “the orga-

nization had received new impetus and direction.” (Article 17)
- unanimously decided that IAPCHE should continue. (Article 18)
- approved the ten year long-range plan for presentation to the new

board. (Article 20)
- developed a slate of nominations for the new board. (Article 19)
- approved the statement regarding IAPCHE’s understanding of

Christian Higher Education. (Article 5e)
- noted,with appreciation, that the IAPCHE central office contin-

ues to be located on the campus ofDordt College. (Article 8)
- received with gratitude a reported increase in membership.

(Article 29)
- received an encouraging financial report, indicating an Operational

Fund balance of$13,190.01 as ofJuly 31,2000.5 (This amount
included donations of $5,550 earmarked for a second regional
conference in Latin America.)

A comment on the evaluation sheet ofone of the conferees clearly
reflects the spirit ofthe Conference and the meeting ofthe Board:
“What tremendous opportunities IAPCHE now has to promote
God’s kingdom worldwide!”In the concluding session,prayers were
offered asking for the direction ofthe Word and the power of the
Spirit in seizing upon these opportunities.

1 IAPCHE Board Meeting, August 12,2000,Article 5,e
2 “Long-Range Plan for IAPCHE” in Christian Higher Education: Challenges

for Christian Higher Education in the 21stCentury, Volume 1/Numbers 2-3,
2002,p. 309

3 Contact, December 2007,p. 3
4 Christian Higher Education,pp. 309-313
5 IAPCHE Board Meeting, August 12 and 17,2000

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus



(Christopher’s College of Education, India ).Track 3 speaker will
be Dr. David Lim (Asian School of Development and Cross
Cultural Studies, Philippines),with response by Prof. Luke Vandari
(Kathmandu International University, Nepal).Closing speaker will
be Prof. Quentin Nantz (Christ’s College, Taiwan).

Research Expo
The Research Expo will facilitate the sharing ofintegral Christian
scholarship across several academic disciplines. The format allows
many scholars to present their research to fellow Christians via a
poster session (posters will be on display for the duration of the
conference) and by presenting 30-minute summaries oftheir
papers during the conference. Presenters may also distribute papers
at their discretion during the conference and discuss their research
informally during “expo” periods (free time slots in the conference
program,often in the evening).Anyone who wishes to bring a
poster and present or distribute a paper must submit an abstract at
http://www.iapche.org/taipei.htm.

Visas
Each delegate is responsible to verify the Taiwan entry require-
ments for his/her country and follow the prescribed procedures.
See http://www.iapche.org/conference-article.htm for a listing of
countries from which visitors are granted 30-day visas on arrival.
Nationals ofcountries other than those listed must apply for a visa.
Some countries have a more complicated relationship with Taiwan,
which may require additional lead-time and procedures. Christ’s
College is willing to assist as much as possible with adequate
advance notice. Persons who need an official letter ofinvitation
should e-mail Paul Chi (Christ’s College) as soon as possible with
a scanned copy of their passport: jmupaul@yahoo.com.

Conference Fee 
The conference fee includes lodging for 4 nights (in a shared dou-
ble room),meals for 4 days, conference materials, round trip air-
port transfers, sightseeing excursion,cultural presentation, and a
copy of the published proceedings (after the conference).Those
who do not require lodging at the conference center will pay a
lower commuter fee.

In order to enable as many delegates as possible to attend the con-
ference, the conference fee will be based on the delegate’s country
of residence. Fees from delegates from high-income countries will
not only cover conference costs but also provide a donation that
will offset the costs for delegates from low-income countries.

The tiered conference fee (in US$)is as follows:
$495 for delegates from Australia,Hong Kong, Japan,Korea,New

Zealand,Taiwan,and other high-income countries*.
$395 for delegates from Malaysia,and other upper-middle-income

countries*.
$295 for delegates from China,Indonesia,Marshall Islands,

Philippines, Thailand,and other lower-middle-income 
countries*.

$195 for delegates from Bangladesh,India,Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan,Solomon Islands, and other low-income countries*.

$129 for commuters (those not requiring lodging at the 
conference center).

* Countries are listed where IAPCHE currently has members;contact the
IAPCHE office for the economic classification of any country not listed.
The table “Classification of economies by region and income, 2007”
from the World Bank World Development Report, 2006 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 2006,p. 287),which divides country economies among
income groups according to 2005 GNI per capita,calculated using the
World Bank Atlas method,was used for the tiers above.

Dinakarlal now regional director
NAGERCOIL, INDIA—Dr . J. Dinakarlal is joining IAPCHE as
full time Director ofAsia-Oceania Region.He was Professor of
English and Dean ofScott Christian College (Autonomous),India.
He joins IAPCHE with a rich experience in Christian organizations.
As a consultant to All India Association for Christian Higher
Education, he has conducted several national level training pro-
grammes for students, teachers, and administrators. He is active in
the Student Christian
Movement ofIndia and an
alumnus of Haggai Institute.
He is the recipient ofthe
prestigious national award
“Rev. Fr. T. A. Mathias Award
for Innovative College
Principals/Teachers.” As an
academician,he was involved
in assessment and accredita-
tion of colleges in India and
made several presentations on
higher education in seminars
and conferences. He is widely
traveled and has several publi-
cations to his credit.He is interested in ecology and environment,
alcoholism and drug addiction,personality development,human
rights, women’s studies, value education, and Christian leadership.
He is deeply involved in the activities of IAPCHE and was Chair,
Asia-Oceania Region.His wife Dr. Premalatha is a professor of
English;they have two sons Ajith and Arun and a daughter Abitha.

Asia/Oceania region moves forward
The regional council ofIAPCHE – A/O met on February 25,
2008.Dr. T. J. Tseng, President,Christ’s College (Taiwan),was
elected chair of the region in the place ofDr. J. Dinakarlal,who
has assumed the full time director position.Dinakarlal shared vari-
ous programs that can be carried out in the region and the mem-
bers agreed with his view that IAPCHE can be strengthened
through activities, such as:

- Focusing on increasing membership with concerted effort.
- Networking with like-minded associations such as Asian Institute

of the United Board.
- Informing the director about international program that would

benefit IAPCHE members so that the director can alert all 
members.

- Exploring the possibility ofconducting faculty development 
programs for teachers in the region.The council formed a 
sub-committee for this purpose.

- Planning time during the Taiwan conference for participants to
meet in country groupings to strategize about national expansion.

The council agreed to publish a quarterly electronic regional
newsletter Asia/Oceania Contactwith Dinakarlal as editor. The for-
mat will be modeled on Contact;the Visual Communication
Department of CSI Bishop Appasamy College (India),will help to
design it.
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continued from page 1

Dr. J. Dinakarlal
Dir ector, Asia/Oceania Region
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POTCHEFSTROOM, RSA—Christian schooling in Africa is pro-
liferating, creating a vast and growing need for teacher training. For
this reason,the Centre for the Promotion of Christian Higher
Education in Africa (CPCHEA) is partnering with IAPCHE and
North West University (Potchefstroom Campus) in hosting a
Southern Africa Regional Conference on Christian Higher
Education. The conference’s main theme is Raising the Flag of
Christian Higher Education for Christian Schooling. It will be held August
26-28,2008,at North West University - Potchefstroom campus.

This conference seeks to draw participants with a passion for
Christian higher education, including scholars and administrators
from institutions ofChristian higher learning;school leaders (prin-
cipals, school management teams, and school governing boards);
Christian teachers in both public and private institutions;faculties
of theological seminaries;and church leaders.

Objectives
The main aim ofthis conference is to raise awareness ofthe need
for Christian higher education in Southern Africa.The conference
will therefore have the following as its objectives:
- To produce a declaration of intent that speaks a collective consen-

sus with regard to Christian higher education and teacher training;
- To forge collaboration between institutions ofhigher learning

regarding curriculum design at the tertiary level;
- To discuss methods and modes ofin-service training to Christian

teachers in both public and private schools.

Speakersand topics
- Opening address:Raising the flag ofChristian higher education in

Southern Africa: Derrick Mashau (North West University, RSA)
- Keynote Address:Global trends in Christian schooling and teachers’

training: Sue Hasseler (Calvin College, USA)
- Trends in Christian schooling and teacher’s training in developing countries:

Elaine Botha (Redeemer University College, Canada)
- Pan African reflection/comment on global trends in Christian schooling and

teacher’s training: Godfrey Nguru (Daystar University, Kenya)
- Critical reflection on Christian schooling and teacher’s training from a

Southern Africa perspective: Samson Makhado (Association of
Christian Schools International.,RSA)

- Theological training and the role ofthe church with regard to Christian
schooling: John Scholtz (Harvest Institute, RSA)

- Worldview, teachers’training and curriculum development: Sue Hasseler
(Calvin College, USA)

- Technical challenges ofwriting higher education curriculum (a special focus on
the need for teachers’development in terms ofwhole school improvement):
Sue Westraad (Delta Foundation, RSA)

- Implications ofChristian higher education in the light ofthe South African
constitution and education policies: Christo Landman (Commissioner of
human rights and cultural minorities, RSA)

- Closing address:The Future ofChristian higher education in Southern
Africa: Gavin Brettenny (Harvest Institute, RSA)

The conference fee ofR200 includes registration and meals.
Accommodation is free for the first 100 delegates to register,
courtesy of Nor th West University-Potchefstroom. Information
regarding other options ofaccommodation is available from the
organizers of the conference upon request.

For registration (due by July 1,2008) or more information, contact

one of the following:
- Mrs. Linda Styger: (018) 299-1786 or10061290@nwu.ac.za
- Mr. Gavin Brettenny:bretteny@intekom.co.za or

gavinbrettenny@harvest.co.za
- Prof. Derrick Mashau:(018) 299-1848 or10898328@nwu.ac.za 

Members work for reconciliation in Kenya
IAPCHE members in Kenya are experiencing difficult times. A
much-disputed presidential election on December 27 was followed
by outbreaks ofviolence. Lootings, house burnings, rape, and mur-
der swept across several regions ofthe country in the days follow-
ing the election.

The IAPCHE office heard from Rev. Isaac Mutua,director of
CPCHEA,Africa’s branch of IAPCHE,on January 10.He wrote:
“Things have been tough for us here in Kenya;but in Kitale where
we stay, it has not been as extreme as in other places. . . .
Neighboring areas have been hard hit.We ask you to remember in
prayer the thousands ofdisplaced people in Kenya and many oth-
ers who have lost their family members and friends. Continue to
pray for a workable solution to the stalemate between the two key
people related to the crisis (Raila and Kibaki) and also for healing
and reconciliation after the spate of violence that engulfed Kenya
for several days. The effects ofthe whole occurrence will take a
long time to be reversed.”

Dr. Godfrey Nguru, vice-chancellor ofDaystar University in
Nairobi, reported on January 21:“The political situation in Kenya
is very bad.Violence has continued to escalate in many parts of the
country. We are however thankful to God that mediation talks start-
ed .. . and we pray that they succeed.At the University, we are
engaged in healing and reconciliation for the whole community.
Please pray for us.”

Messages were forwarded to IAPCHE’s Africa members, who
responded with words of comfort and support. Dr. Mary Muchiri
(who served on the IAPCHE board 2001-2003) informed us about
a day of prayer (January 25) for Kenyans in all countries ofthe
world. Muchiri is a Kenyan currently serving at Taylor University
(USA).

On February 1,Mutua again contacted the IAPCHE office:“The
situation is bad,tough and threatening but not terrible and hope-
less. We are optimistic that calm and order will resume.” He noted
that peace efforts were not getting much mainstream media cover-
age and suggested checking sites such as http://kenyans-for-
peace.net for a “more balanced sense ofthe situation.” This site is
established by an informal milti-ethnic, multi-faith network of
Kenyans without political affiliation to make a contribution to the
development oflasting peace and unity in Kenya.It also includes a
web discussion forum for secure dialogue between Kenyans. While
the forum is primarily for Kenyans, others, especially but not exclu-
sively, fellow Africans are welcome to contribute messages of
encouragement for the Kenyans involoved.

IAPCHE Executive Director Nick Lantinga encourages members
“to continue to address this brokenness from an integrally Christian
perspective,” and to continue to pray for peace in Kenya and for
Isaac and others who are working to promote Christian higher edu-
cation in difficult times.

Raising the Flag of Christian Higher Education for Christian Schooling
Southern Africa Conference on Christian Higher Education



Russian-American Christian University is excited about the progress being
made on its new campus facility in Moscow. The concrete work is done, the
roof is completed,windows are being installed,and the heating system is
operational. RACU expects the building to be completed by late spring.

Global Research Project
continued from page 1
The proposed research project,already under way, would promote
further study and reflection on the global rise ofChristian higher
education. The focus would remain on institutions granting degrees
in non-theological fields and attempting to do so within a Christian
framework. The project would go forward in five stages.

Stage 1 is a pilot study focusing on Christian institutions in the
post-communist countries ofeast-central Europe. It is being con-
ducted by Perry Glanzer of Baylor University, funded by a faculty
research grant from Baylor, and slated for completion in June 2008.

Stage 2 will be conducted by Nick Lantinga of IAPCHE with
assisting student researchers during the summer of2008.They will
review, integrate, and update two extensive databases ofinstitutions
involved in Christian higher education that IAPCHE has acquired.

Stage 3 will focus on data collection,using an e-mail/phone survey
based on Stage 1 findings and designed to yield information on the
history, mission,and vision ofthe emerging Christian institutions
of higher education as well as other descriptive information.
Information received from the surveys will be compiled into six
regional reports, one each for Africa,East Asia,Southeast
Asia/Oceania,Europe, Latin America,and North America.

In Stage 4,survey findings will be distributed to article authors, to
aid their analyses and reflections on Christian higher education
within their own contexts. The commissioned articles will connect
and refine the global survey research with context-specific trends.

In Stage 5 the essays will be collected and edited by the three prin-
cipals in preparation for publication in the fall of 2010.

The Consultation on International Higher Education held in
Oxford last June noted the need for such a project (see September
2007 Contact, p.1) and recommended its undertaking. According to
the project proposal,“very little research has been done to examine
the scope and direction ofChristian higher education around the
world. From anecdotal accounts and improvised internet surveys we
know of dozens—and perhaps there are hundreds—ofnew
Christian colleges springing up over the last 20 years. . . . [and]
many Bible colleges and seminaries are .. . developing degree pro-
grams in fields outside oftheology and church ministry. And yet
very little is known of the total scope, trajectory, and character of
this story.” The project aims to gather little-known information
about “the educational and social nature of these institutions .. .
such as enrollment trends, tuition rates, and programs ofstudy, and
. . . institutional vision and direction.” The proposal also notes that
there are “few extended studies ofhow much Christian higher edu-
cation varies across cultural contexts.”

Research that addresses this lack is central to IAPCHE’s mission.
The database, which will be kept and updated by IAPCHE,will
assist the formation of emerging networks of Christian scholars
and Christian institutions worldwide. By identifying institutions with
similar missions facing similar difficulties, it will also assist those
seeking cooperative relationships.

Research findings detailing the broad outlines and regional differ-
ences ofChristian higher education worldwide will be made avail-
able via the IAPCHE and Nagel Institute websites.

A book-length analysis ofemerging global and regional trends will
be perhaps the most important product,stimulating fresh scholar-
ship and dispelling some ofthe easy stories about Christian higher
education. The research will be promoted in several relevant outlets,
including:The Chronicle for Higher Education, Christianity Today,
Christian Century, First Things, International Bulletin ofMissionary
Research, and Mars Hill Audio. As do all stories ofGod’s faithfulness,
the story of Christian higher education can encourage Christians
who have long contended with secularizing forces.

The collaborative nature of this project will make a work of schol-
arship possible that is simply impossible for any one scholar to con-
duct single-handedly. It has the potential to strengthen,encourage,
enlarge, and enlighten the considerable but widely scattered network
of Christian scholars now being served by IAPCHE.

E U R O P E A N  R E G I O N

THE NETHERLANDS—The next regional conference for the
European region is planned for April 20-23,2009 in The
Netherlands. The event will be hosted by the Christian University
for applied sciences in Ede (CU),the Reformed University for
applied sciences in Zwolle (RU), Driestar University for applied sci-
ences in Gouda (DU),and the Protestant Theological University of
The Netherlands with locations in Kampen,Utrecht and Leiden
(PTU).

IAPCHE designs regional conferences to address the opportunities
and challenges of individual members in the region.Delegates are
welcome from all countries ofthe world, with the understanding
that the presentations and discussions will focus on CHE in Europe.
The conference committee has selected the following preliminary
theme:“Bridging the gap: integrating Christian faith and professional practice
in a pluralistic society”. More information on the conference’s theme
will be published in Contact’s next issue.

Conference committee members are Dr. Henk Jochemsen (CU),Dr.
Pieter Vos (RU), Dr. Leo Koffeman (PTU),Drs. Bram de Muynck
(DU), Dr. Johan Hegeman (CU),Mrs. Gertie Gijsbertsen (CU),Mrs.
Aloïsa Loonstra (RU), Mrs. Lydia Hamelink (CU),Mr. Piet Booij
(DU) and Mrs. Suzan de With (RU).

Plan now to participate in the Europe conference. Up-to-date infor-
mation will be posted at http://www.iapche.org and will be pub-
lished in Contact. A concept-programme is available. Mrs. Lydia
Hamelink can provide you with this, please email her at
ldhamelink@che.nl to request a copy.

Contact • March 20086

Regional Conference Plans Underway



Contact • March 2008

Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary
OGBOMOSO, NIGERIA—Organized in 1898,the Nigerian
Baptist Theological Seminary (NBTS) is the largest ofnine theo-
logical training centers operated by the Nigerian Baptist
Convention.It provides theological education and professional
training for God-called men and women to help meet the need for
effective leadership in the work of local churches, schools and
other areas ofdenominational life.

The seminary currently enrolls 500 students, with a staff of 25 pro-
fessors. The seminary’s aim is to be a Christian institution witness-
ing to all truth,especially the truth revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

NBTS offers bachelor and master degrees in church music, theolo-
gy, religious education, Christian studies, and missiology;and doc-
toral degrees in ministry, theology, and religious education. These
programs ofstudy are designed to offer a comprehensive theologi-
cal education of high quality for the development ofChristian lead-
ers including lay leaders, and to provide specialized training in pro-
fessional skills demanded by the various church-related ministries.
NBTS is located in Ogbomosho, an agricultural trade center and
home to 1.1 million people in Oyo state, Nigeria.The seminary is
one result ofthe city’s history, which began as a successful Baptist
mission,started by Thomas Jefferson Bowen in 1850.That mission
was “the first seed in what has now grown into over 8000 Churches
with about 4,000,000 baptized members and over 7,500,000 adher-
ents,” says Rev. Dr. S. Ademola Ishola,General Secretary of the
Nigerian Baptist Convention,which has its headquarters in
Ogbomosho.

Ishola rejoices that that seed has grown, “spreading not only across
twenty three Conferences (regions or dioceses) in Nigeria,but also
taking root in several other African nations including Republic of
Benin,Cote’Di Voire, Mali,Sierra Leone, Mozambique, Chad,
Niger, and Burkina Faso.” NBTS assists the Convention by equip-
ping and training leaders and by participating in its various min-
istries.

Handong Global University 
POHANG, SOUTH KOREA—Handong Global University
(HGU) opened its doors in 1995 at Pohang, South Korea,the
world’s Capital City ofSteel.Cognizant ofthe accelerated pace of
globalization with the onset ofthe emerging age of Information
Technology, HGU introduced many innovative programs in the
undergraduate educational programs. Unlike other schools in
Korea,HGU does not require incoming students to declare a major
before admission and requires all students to study English,
Chinese, and computer during the first two years. It requires them
to double-major in allied fields, such as language and international
relations, business and economics, biotech and food science, elec-
tronics and computer, and so forth. All curricula are IT-intensive.
For these and other innovations, HGU has received excellence
awards from Korea’s Ministry of Education and its Ministry of
Information and Communications.

In 1998,HGU established Handong Institute ofInformation
Technology (HIIT) in Argentina.In 1999,HGU started its joint
MBA program with the Institute ofFinance and Economy at
Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia.In 2001,the Handong International Law
School (HILS) was established.In 2004,HGU opened the Uzbek-
Korean MBA program under the ISTEDOD Foundation of the
president ofthe Republic of Uzbekistan.Currently, HGU is
exploring a number ofsimilar opportunities ofcooperative educa-

tional ventures in other countries with the objective of meeting the
needs ofhost countries and the region.

Handong Global University is a coeducational Christian university
with an enrollment ofapproximately 3,561 students. Of its 93 pro-
fessors, 25 are visiting foreign professors who are native speakers of
English;there are plans to increase this number to around 40 with-
in the next three years. Handong also plans to admit 30 percent of
its incoming freshman classes from non-Korean high schools from
abroad.Handong currently has approximately 150 students from
abroad and is quickly developing into a truly international school.

Undergraduate schools include general studies;international studies,
languages and literature;management and economics;Christian cul-
ture and mass communication; industrial and media design;spatial
environment system engineering;mechanical and control system
engineering;life and food sciences;computer science and electronic
engineering;law; and counseling and social welfare. Graduate pro-
grams include law; information technology;bio-technology;
mechanical and control system engineering;spatial design and engi-
neering;global management;and interpretation and translation.

Its mission is to be “the world changing Global Christian
University, educating twenty-first century leaders for Korea and the
world who embody excellence in both academics and Christian
moral character, in particular, honesty and service.” See
http://www.handong.edu/n_english/ for more information.

Universidad Reformada-Colombia
BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA—Universidad Reformada is an
institution ofhigher education of the Presbyterian Church of
Colombia,engaged in transformative education in the fast-changing
national and international context of the Caribbean.It is a
reformed community with a motto of"always reforming." The uni-
versity aims for an integrative vision and interdisciplinary team-
work, overcoming the state of fragmentation, simplification, isola-
tion, individualism,and an absence ofcollective identity and com-
mitment so prevalent in academia.UR provides academically rigor-
ous programs in music, theology, psychology, and international
business management.

UR offers both undergraduate and postgraduate programs, and is
dedicated to helping their students mature both personally and pro-
fessionally. The mission ofthe university is based on the beliefthat
the development ofthe potential ofthe person makes possible ser-
vice to and the development ofLatin American culture. UR values
the reformed educational tradition ofan independent,ethical,and
responsible person and a free, just and brotherly society.

UR is dedicated to being a factor ofscientific, cultural,economic,
political and ethical development at the regional and national level,
in such a way that it orients the production,diffusion,appropriation
and accumulation of culture and knowledge from the complex
vision of the reformed paradigm,so that their faculty, staff, and
students fulfill their transforming role in society.

Organized in 2002,the university now has 90 students and 16 pro-
fessors. Dr. James Schutmaat serves as Rector. Dr. Alice Winters is
Director of International Relations. The university is located in
Barranquilla,the largest industrial city and port of the Colombian
Caribbean region and the fourth largest city ofColombia.Visit the
university’s (Spanish language) website at
http://unir eformada.edu.co/intro.htm for more information.

I N T R O D U C T I O N S
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C H E F O R U M

by Dr. Vimala Punithakumar,
St.Christophers College of Education, India
Christian institutions are significant in the world because ofthe
unique characteristic oftheir commitment to service, the vision of
the institution,and the divine call.The education offered in these
institutions should enable a human being to be the most developed,
intelligent,industrious living being with Christian ideals. This is
possible with challenging Christian teachers who are accountable,
committed,and loyal to the mission ofthe college. As challenging
educators in a Christian college, we have the greatest responsibility
of maintaining academic excellence, social relevance, and Christian
identity.

The rapid advancement in science and technology causes a systemic
change in the education system ofmany countries. Geographical
boundaries are disappearing and borderless education is appearing.
In this situation every nation has to think ofmaintaining quality in
all aspects ofeducation. Success and failures ofeducational pro-
grammes depend on the quality ofteachers, students, teaching,
teachingmethods, and teaching environment (resources and infra-
structure facilities).

We need flexibility in the educational programmes. Learning to
learn and the willingness to unlearn and relearn are important as
means ofresponding to changing situations in a flexible and cre-
ative manner. Our teaching methods should be flexible enough to
make the students think divergently and create knowledge. This is
called critical methodology. Mere imparting factual knowledge will
not help in meeting the challenges of the hour. Teachers should
impart functional knowledge which helps learners acquire and con-
struct knowledge.

The recent talk in education is, “Education for sustainable develop-
ment.” Sustainable development means growing and developing
oneselfby conserving and preserving the already developed entity.
In order for sustainable development to occur, the teacher should
be an encouraging, supportive, and humane facilitator in teaching-
learning situations. These characteristics will enable learners (stu-
dents) to discover their talents, realize their physical and intellectual
potentialities to the fullest,and to develop character and desirable
social and human values which will help them function as responsi-
ble citizens. The teacher also needs to be an active member who
makes a conscious effort for curricular renewal so that it is relevant
to changing societal needs and the personal needs oflearners.

Teachers should have love, care, and concern for their students;
they should have sound knowledge in their subject area and a mini-
mum knowledge in other subjects too. Teachers should have inter-
est in teaching and in their students. We Christian educators impart
knowledge to our students who have different receiving capacities.
Our teaching should aim at fast and slow learners, high achievers
and low-achievers, intelligent and backward, convergent and diver-
gent thinkers, i.e., teaching should cater to individual differences of
the students. Our teaching should also enable the learner to appre-
ciate beauty in all its forms, especially in the campus, which has

multi-religious groups and multi-cultural groups, and to foster the
spirit of unity in diversity.

Utilizing the resources available in the campus to the maximum
extent possible will help us to be resourceful.We have to make a
difference from non-Christian colleagues. We should be willing to
spend extra hours helping the students, utilizing the available
resources, and updating our knowledge. This corporate living will
yield a good teacher-student relationship.

One may be academically well qualified and professionally trained
but one should accept that s/he is called (chosen) for this profes-
sion by God and should accept teaching as a God-given opportuni-
ty and a responsibility to mind his flock. Unless our methods are
integrated with Christian values, the students’learning will be more
mechanical and passive. The teachers should bear fruits for the
Lord.

Our teaching goals should enable our students to be morally
responsible for their own actions, to develop values ofthe kingdom
of God in the context of local cultures, to learn to act,to recognize
that God condemns injustice and defends the poor, and to be faith-
ful to the divine calling.

Our teaching methods should be integrated with Christian ideals;
for example, we can use:
Bilingual method to raise the levels ofcognitive growth,divergent

thinking, scholastic achievement,and social tolerance;
Multilingual method for mutual understanding, integration, and

interstate friendship;
Collaborative methodfor fostering co-operation, collaborative

work, unity, sharing, sympathy, and empathy among students;
Team teaching for the availability of the best teaching from the

best teachers, cooperation among teachers, giving respect and
recognition to the merit oftheir colleagues;

Peer tutoring for understanding the difficulties ofother students
and volunteering to help those who are in need,making the peers
feel happy and joyous;

Supervised study for identifying slow learners and marginalized
students and rendering help and removing complexes;

Participatory learning and observation for adjustment,knowing
and understanding and coming to conclusions;

Educational technology for developing peace oriented values;
Scientific method, conceptualization to think and reason,to

visualize, and handle abstractions, to formulate and solve prob-
lems in subjects and in life;

Laboratory and critical pedagogy to think independently, reflect
critically, and construct new knowledge;and 

Teaching through field trip for assuming responsibility and ser-
vice mindedness.

With these and with many more methods we can teach different
subjects and develop Christian ideals among students. Nevertheless,
what we teach we should practice.
“Let your light shine before men that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Father in Heaven”

Ways and Means of Improving Teaching

In this issue, we inaugurate CHE Forum, which is designed to assist our members to reflect on the implications of our Christian worldview
for our task as educators. On pages 8-9 (below) are our first two installments, written by the principals oftwo member teacher-training col-
leges in Asia/Oceania.In the next Contactissue, we will include an essay by a member in the Latin American region,Minor Cardona
Escobar, a professor at Universidad del Valle de Guatemala.We invite similar essays and/or responses that focus on the practice ofteaching
from a Christian perspective. For subsequent issues ofContact, submit essays of approximately 900 words to iapche@dordt.edu.
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C H E F O R U M

by Dr Bridget Mary Aitchison, Southland College, Australia
Whether a schoolteacher or university lecturer, those involved in
Christian education have a mandate to teach Christianly. Most of us
know that it is no longer adequate to tag a Bible verse on to a lec-
ture and call it Christian education. We must move to a paradigm
where our faith,work and life are so integrated that all we do and
are is Christian.The simple answer is… To teach Christianly is to
be a Christian.

There are four characteristics which lay the foundation for an
understanding ofwhat it is to teach Christianly:a sense ofcommu-
nity, time, love, and modeling. Much has been written about com-
munity (see Bonhoeffer, 1992) and a big discussion here is unneces-
sary except to say that teaching Christianly requires a sense of
teaching in community—of close fellowship with students and
other staff. Similarly, we cannot teach Christianly if we do not com-
mit our timeto our students. Quality teaching is an investment of
yourself in your students. Coleman (1977,p 47) says:“Building
men is not that easy. It requires constant personal attention,much
like a father gives to His (sic) children…There is a lot oftalk in the
church about evangelism and Christian nurture, but little concern
for personal association when it becomes evident that such work
involves the sacrifice of personal indulgence.” The third character-
istic is that of love. Again,we draw on Augustine. A teacher must
have love for both his/her students and for the subject.(Howie,
1969,p. 145-146).A teacher’s attitude makes all the difference. As
Boyce says, “For however dull and inoffensively ineffective a
teacher might be, he or she is still an example. And a bad teacher
may have a powerful influence as a person,only it will be negative.”
(Parameters of Teaching Christianly. p. 6).

Finally, there is the characteristic ofmodeling. One of my favourite
sayings regarding this area is by Dr Betty Javalera:

Students learn little by what I say,
More by what I do,
And most by who I am.

This is the essence ofmodeling. We teach more by who we are
than by anything we say or do. If the goal of Christian education is
to bring students to Christ,then we ourselves must model the
Christ-centred life. Howie (1969,p 139) says “Augustine is aware
that many of the most important lessons come informally by the
force of example rather than by formal instruction.Formal lessons
may be largely ineffective if there is a contradiction between a
teacher’s precept and practice…”(1969,p 144).Holsford (1973,p
51) adds to this when he says, “What educators realize, moreover, is
that how they teach and how they act may be more important than
what they teach.”

The importance ofmodeling is a foundation principle ofChristian
education, which brings us back to our original statement:to teach
Christianly, one must be a Christian.If our students learn most by
who we are, then we must visibly model the Christian life. Having a
strong, close, personal walk with Jesus Christ that is visible in the
everyday activities and character ofthe teacher will create the per-
sonal paradigm from which the teacher will teach Christianly. Faith
integrated with life. Word and Deed based on relationship with
Christ.From this, all else flows.

This is Incarnational Teaching—where we integrate our faith with
our work to such an extent that our word and deed are a constant
example and we model Christ to our students. We teach by who we
are. Boyce (Parameters. p. 5) defines this model as 

…the Incarnation Model is that Jesus Christ broke through the
stereotype and became human,broke through the isolation
barriers, the depersonalization, the different lifestyles, and
became not God above people, nor even near people, but
among people!...The teacher needs to do the same ifhe or she
is have any personal impact on the student.

It takes the best ofour characteristics (community, time, love, and
modeling),wraps it up in Christ’s example, and infuses our lives to
such a degree that our teaching cannot help but be Christian.To
teach Christianly, one must be a Christian.A verbal profession of
our faith is not enough—obedience and living our faith are crucial.

But our final destiny will be settled,Jesus insists, neither by what we
are saying to Him today, nor by what we shall say to Him on the
last day, but by whether we do what we say, whether our verbal pro-
fession is accompanied by moral obedience. (ICTE. p2).

Only someone who has a strong, personal relationship with Jesus
Christ—one that is integrated and outworked in every aspect of
their lives—can teach Christianly. Dr Boyce sums it up when he
says, “When teachers do not incarnate Christ,when there is no im-
pactful living message in their lives, then not only are their lives liv-
ing-sepulchers, not only is the hypocritical effect mocking and dev-
astating, but Almighty God Himselfis gagged.” (Parameters. p. 7).

Let us not be such good ‘educators’ that no one would know we
are Christians, let us instead be teachers who teach Christianly. Let
us be Incarnational Teachers. Let us be teachers who teach
Christianly because we are Christians—in every aspect ofour lives.

What are the main characteristics ofa person who teaches
Christianly? They are summed up in the Incarnational model,which
in my words is simply said as:To teach Christianly, one must be a
Christian.
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The three new board members recently elected by the IAPCHE
membership will be drawing on diverse experiences and areas of
expertise as they, along with other board members, work to pro-
mote Christian higher education around the world. The new board
members are Mrs. Mrinalini David of Coimbatore, India;Dr.
Thinandavha Derrick Mashau ofNoordbrug, RSA;and Rev. Dr.
Sarolta Fodor-Nagy of Nagykôrös, Hungary. They will serve from
January 2008 through December 2010.

Retiring board members are Mrs. Sushiela Williams, Asia/Oceania
Region,Dr. Faith Nguru, Africa Region,and Dr. Alexei Bodrov,
Europe Region.Sincere thanks to them for their years of service
on the board.

Mrs. Mrinalini David is the Principal at CSI Bishop Appasamy
College of Arts and Sciences in Coimbatore, having served in this
capacity since June 1998.Mrs. David has both master ofarts and
master ofphilosophy degrees in English literature. She was a lec-
turer in English at P.S.G.R Krishnammal College from 1969-1996.
Following her retirement there, David served as Public Relations
Officer for Rajashree Sugars and Chemicals, Ltds, in Coimbatore
through May 1998.She has 36 years of teaching experience.

Mrs. David hosted the international conference ofIAPCHE at
Chennai in January 2005,and attended the IAPCHE conference at
Dordt College (Sioux Center, Iowa,USA) in 2000.She has attended
numerous other international conferences including a Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) faculty development
workshop at Bethel University (St.Paul,Minnesota,USA),a CCCU

conference in Dallas, Texas, the
ICHE International Conference at
Kolkota,and the National
Consultation on Christian
Leadership at Bangalore in
November 2004.

Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau holds a bachelor degree
and a master’s degree (with distinc-
tion) in Christian higher education
from Potchefstroom University, a
master’s degree in development and
managements from North West
University-Potchefstroom,and a
PhD from North West University.
Mashau is currently chair of the
Department of Missiology at North
West University and serves as an
advisor for doctoral and master’s
degree candidates. He has served as
pastor oftwo reformed churches in
South Africa.

Mashau has presented guest lectures
at the Christian University of
Apeldoorn and the University of
Utrecht in the Netherlands. He has
also read papers at eight national
conferences and five international
conferences (The Netherlands,
Belgium,Zambia,and Kenya).His
publications include three books and
seven articles in accredited journals.

Dr. Mashau was Chairperson of the
2007 and 2008 Congress of
Missionalia,holds memberships in
numerous organizations, including
IAPCHE and the Southern African
Missiological Society.

Rev. Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy is
a minister and lecturer at the Károli
Gáspár University of the Reformed
Church in Hungary—Teacher
Training College, Nagykôrös, focus-
ing on Christian Education and 

continued on page 11
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Introducing New Board Members 

Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau
North-west University
PO Box 20004
Noordbrug 2522
Republic Of South Africa
Phone:27-18-299-1848
Fax:27-18-294-8952
kwstdm@puk.ac.za 
(Term expires December 2010)

Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018,India
Phone:91-422-221-1840
Fax:91-422-221-8738
csibacas@gmail.com
(Term expires December 2010)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
Prof. Dr. G. A. Lindeboom
Institute, Postbus 224,
6710 BE Ede  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 318-696333
Fax:(31) 318-696334
lindinst@che.nl
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O. Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:(61) 400 810 466
Office:(61) 2 9889 1633
Fax:(61) 2 9889 1644
principal@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Rev. Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
Károli Gáspár University 
Szolnoki út 2 
Nagykôrös, h-2750
Hungary
Phone:36-53-351-393
Fax:36-53-351-393
sarolta.fn@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2010)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College, 3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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New board members 
continued from page 10
Ecclesiology. She also teaches lessons at the Sárospatak Reformed
Theological Seminary. Fodor-Nagy’s formal training includes two
diplomas on theology and pedagogy and a PhD in Practical
Theology, Budapest (1995).She has authored several books includ-
ing, Home-Marriage-Homeland(Calvin Publishing House, 1989),
Catechetical Issues on Communication(Calvin PH,1996),and Teachers’
Handbook for Christian Religious Education Primary 1st Grade
(Pedagogical Institute for the Reformed Church in Hungary, 2000).
The newest work is an archival research, A Lesson on History, pub-
lished by the Danubian Church District,2006,Budapest,dealing
with the situation of the Church in the Communist era with special
attention to the beginnings, 1945-1956.Along with her husband,
Fodor-Nagy is one ofthe co-founders of the three-level school
system in Nagykôrös, through which over two thousand students
are connected with church-education.

Fodor-Nagy has been actively involved in IAPCHE for a number
of years, presenting a paper, “Destroying Civil Society:Hungary
under the Communist Regime”at the IAPCHE Regional
Conference in Moscow (2005),and a response to Dr. John Van
Dyk’s paper at the IAPCHE Regional Conference in Budapest
(2002).She was also instrumental in initiating and developing a pro-
posal for an IAPCHE educational center in Hungary, serving on a
committee with international representatives.

Dr. Fodor-Nagy is a member ofthe Scientific Committee ofthe
Karoli Gaspar University, Hungarian Accreditation Committee, and
Social Studies Board. She is very interested in the postmodern phe-
nomenon and the church.

All are happy to have the opportunity to represent their regions in
the collaborative work of IAPCHE.Members are encouraged to
share their ideas and concerns with their regional representatives.

St. Andrew’s reports 2007 highlights
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological
Institute enjoyed a challenging and fruitful 2007.Its staff and fac-
ulty worked hard to promote theological education, ecumenical and
intercultural dialogue and the role of Christianity in secular society
in Russia.Some ofthe highlights:

The 6th annual Moscow Summer Theological Institute (STI) fol-
lowed its predecessors in being one ofSt.Andrew’s most success-
ful and important projects. Over 50 carefully chosen students from
different Christian confessions from all over Russia,Ukraine,
Belarus and other countries came to Moscow for two weeks to
study, live and pray together.

The final year ofSt.Andrew’s large Science and Religion Dialogue
project,supported by the John Templeton Foundation, culminated
in a Summer Institute on Science and Religion,a paper contest and
an international conference on Epistemological Paradigms ofScience and
Theologyin November, and several new books published in the
Theology and Science series.

An international conference on The Philosophical Heritage ofSemion
Frank in the Context ofEuropean Culturewas held in September in
cooperation with Ostkirchliches Institut (Regensburg) with support
of the Catholic Committee for Cultural Collaboration (Rome).

Twenty-five new titles were published by St.Andrews, a recognized

leader in academic theological publishing in Russian.See book list
in this issue.

Wearne compiles Goudzwaard bibliography
PORT LONSDALE, AUSTRALIA—An annotated bibliography of
the English-language writings ofProfessor Bob Goudzwaard has
been compiled by Bruce Wearne and is available at the All of Life
Redeemed website at
http://www.allofliferedeemed.co.uk/goudzwaard.htm#137152895.
It includes over 100 items. Wearne hopes to complete a second
revised edition for publication in June 2008;this will also include
some previously difficult-to-access items as well as new papers and
articles that come to light.If readers of Contact know of articles
or lectures ofProfessor Goudzwaard that are not included in the
bibliography they are asked to forward details to the bibliographer
at bcwearne@ozemail.com.au .As is evident from the
Acknowledgments, the wealth ofmaterial that is now available
through this means is due to generous support from many people
in many places. If readers would like to obtain a copy of the bibli-
ography, but do not have computer facilities to gain access to it,
they are asked to write to Bruce C Wearne, 29 Lawrence Rd.,Point
Lonsdale Vic 3225 AUSTRALIA.

Haitian schools form association
PORT-AU-PRINCE,HAITI—T he University of Queensland
(UQ) and Grace Evangelical Theological Seminary (STEG),
both institutional members of IAPCHE,along with Queensland
Christian School,Hope Christian School,and Batista Free Christian
College, founded the Haitian Association of Christian Schools
of Higher Education (HA CUAS). Their aim isto facilitate col-
laboration among the schools involved,and to promote Christian
higher education in Haiti,which does not have many Christian
schools.

The Haitian Association was inspired by the Mexican Association
of Christian Schools ofHigher Education. (Asociacion Mexicana
de Escuelas Cristianas de Educacion Superior/AMECES).
Haitian members hope to work in cooperation with brothers and
sisters in Mexicofor the advancement ofChristian higher educa-
tion in the region of Latin America and the Caribbean and to con-
fer with associations of Christian higher education all over the
world, such as IAPCHE,ICED, and CCCU.

Contact information: Asociacion Haitiana de Escuelas Cristianas de
Educacion Superior (HACUAS); P.O.Box 13385,Port-au-Prince,
Haiti.Email:hacuas@yahoo.ca

Borgdorff appointed Friends of ICS Director
TORONTO, CANADA—The Institute for Christian Studiesis
pleased to announce the appointment ofDr. Peter Borgdorff as
Executive Director ofFriends ofICS, its USA foundation.
Borgdorff began work at ICS in February. He is the Executive
Director Emeritus ofthe Christian Reformed Church in North
America.

Hoekstra appointed as McCarthy retires
SIOUX CENTER,USA—Dordt College president Carl E.
Zylstra has announced the appointment ofits first ever provost,
Dr. Erik Hoekstra. The college will be revising its administrative
structure and replacing the current office of vice-president ofacad-
emic affairs with the office of provost.Dr. Rockne McCarthy has
served Dordt College as vice-president ofacademic affairs and
dean ofthe social sciences division since 1989,and plans to retire
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at the close ofthe 2007-08 academic year.

Hoekstra is a business acquisition specialist and CEO ofHarbor
Consulting Group. Before his move to Harbor Group, Hoekstra
was employed at Dordt College, serving from 1997-2000 as an
instructor of business management,business department chair, and
director of the business internship program.He holds degrees
from Trinity Christian College, The Rotterdam School of
Management-Erasmus University, and Iowa State University. He has
served as an alumni board member at Trinity Christian College, and
is currently a board member at Nor thwestern College.

WYSOCS offers transforming course
LEEDS, ENGLAND—West Yorkshire School of Christian Studies
(WYSOCS) will be offering a study course ofseven evening ses-
sions over the course of3 ½ months beginning in April. The
course, called The Transforming Vision: Biblical and historical basics for
living in the Kingdom ofGod in the 21stCentury, will be led by David
Hanson.Topics will include vocation, creation and history, com-
mon grace and the comprehensiveness ofthe Kingdom ofGod,
the job ofthe church and the challenge of Christian scholarship.
The course will explore the roots of the Biblical message as seen by
Augustine, Calvin and Kuyper and in the school of reformational
philosophy pioneered by Dooyeweerd and Vollenhoven in Holland.
Former WYSOCS speakers like Lesslie Newbigin,Cal Seerveld,
Bob Goudzwaard, Al Wolters, Roy Clouser, Elaine Storkey and
Tom Wright will also figure. Reading assignments between classes
will be integral to the course. Contact
wysocsarthur@btconnect.com for more information.

Ministry translates books for Malawians
BLANTYRE,MALAWI—Dyson Chitekwe writes that his organi-
zation, Community Bible Ministries, has received permission from
Tearfund,a leading Christian relief and development agency, to
translate eight Tearfund books into Chichewa National Language.
The books include titles on HIV and AIDS, peace-building, healthy
eating, and church mobilization. Chitekwe notes that rural areas
especially need the translated books and seeks help with the trans-
lating work as well as financial contributions. He hopes to have
some ofthe books ready in six months. Those interested may con-
tact him at dysongmchitekwe@yahoo.com.

Presidents meet in Washington
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—Nearly 80 presidents from Council
institutions around the world gathered at the Council of Christian
Colleges and Universities’ 32nd Annual Presidents Conference in
Washington,D.C. Jan.30-Feb. 2,2008.Participants hailed from
dozens ofNorth American campuses as well as campuses in
Australia,Austria,Ecuador, Haiti,Hungary, Ghana,Kenya,the
Netherlands, Russia,South Africa,South Korea and Uganda.This
year’s theme was “Nurturing the Core.”

Keynote addresses were given by Paul Corts, CCCU President;
Michael Lindsay, author ofFaith in the Halls ofPower; Rear
Admiral Barry Black (Ret.),Chaplain of the U.S. Senate;Ronald A.
Tschetter, director of the Peace Corps;Kent R.Hill, assistant
administrator of the Bureau for Global Health at USAID;Susan
Drake Emmerich, CEO of Emmerich Environmental Consulting
and director of the Creation Care Program for the Center for Law
and Culture;and Myron and Esther Augsburger, former president
of the CCCU and respected artist respectively.

Workshops covered topics such as intellectual climate, fundraising,

legal/legislative issues, the international Christian university move-
ment,living and thinking digitally, hiring rights and religious free-
dom,building international partnership, and recruitment.

Mkar University seeks faculty
GBOKO, NIGERIA—University of Mkar seeks Christian faculty
members from abroad.Retiring faculty or those on sabbatical are
asked to consider helping this Nigerian school.Accommodation
will be provided.Established in 1993 and originally named Hilltop
University, the University of Mkar is “a Christian oriented institu-
tion that makes distinctive contributions to society in research,
teaching and knowledge transfer.” Inquiries may be directed to Dr.
Dir k Vander Steen, for Friends ofthe University of Mkar,
Christian Reformed World Missions, 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., SE,
Grand Rapids, MI, 49560,USA.(email:vandersd@crcna.org) or
Dr. Nancy N. Agbe, Vice-Chancellor, University of Mkar, PMB
017,Gboko, Benu State, Nigeria (email:mkaruni@yahoo.com).See
www.unimkar.edu.ng for more information.

WYSOCS commissioned by Urban Saints
LEEDS, ENGLAND— West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies(WYSOCS) has been commissioned to write a course on
worldviews and story-telling for Urban Saints (formerly Crusaders),
a ministry to children and young people in the UK who have no
church connection.The worldview course will be an updated ver-
sion of the core of the discontinued WYSOCS Gap Year program.
Starting in the fall of 2008,the worldview course will be used by
Urban Saints leaders as they interact with the 20,000 or so young
people they work with every week.This signals a real expansion of
the work of WYSOCS;your continued prayers are appreciated.

Mambula critiques theological education
BUKURU, NIGERIA—Rev. Prof. Musa A. Mambula spoke on
“The Effect of Theological Education on the Contemporary
World: The Nigerian Situation in Focus”at the 54th Convocation
of the Assemblies ofGod Divinity School of Nigeria on
November 30,2007.He discussed two major problems facing theo-
logical education in Nigeria,namely, the “absence ofa systematical-
ly and carefully articulated philosophy of theological education to
guide both the development and practice ofthe discipline in
Nigeria,” and the “severe fragmentation of the enterprise along
mission and denominational interests.” Mambula encouraged
efforts such as the National Directory of Theological Education in
Nigeria,which is working to develop standards for theological edu-
cation in Nigeria’s unique political,social,and religious context.
Mambula is Provost at the Theological College of Northern
Nigeria,in Plateau State.

King’s professor earns top award
EDMONTON, CANADA—King’s University College chemistry
professor, Dr. Peter Mahaffy, has been awarded the prestigious 3M
Canada Teaching Fellowship. The award honors educational leader-
ship and excellence in undergraduate teaching. The 3M Fellowship
is regarded as Canada’s top teaching award.

Dr. Mahaffy was recognized both for his contributions to the learn-
ing community at King’s University College and for his leadership
in international science education.
“It is gratifying to see Dr. Mahaffy’s teaching excellence recognized
with such a celebrated award,” said King’s President,Dr. Harry
Fernhout.“His contributions at both the national and international
level are a reflection ofthe amazing work he does right here at
King’s. His approach to teaching both inspires our students and



serves as a model for university professors far and wide. We are
privileged to have him as part of our team.”

As one ofthe early adaptors of molecular modeling for teaching
purposes, Mahaffy continues to collaborate with colleagues at the
King’s Centre for Visualization in Science to develop eye-catching
visualizations and other teaching aids now used around the world.
One of Mahaffy’s significant contributions is a new metaphor for
chemistry education. His tetrahedral model incorporates the exist-
ing triangle metaphor that learners encounter in their chemistry
textbooks, but extends the triangle in a third dimension,represent-
ing the human contexts for chemistry. Chemical educators have
embraced this new metaphor, and organizers of major international
conferences have invited Dr. Mahaffy to describe this new
approach to chemistry education.

Dr. Mahaffy’s roles as chair of the International Union ofPure &
Applied Chemistry’s Committee on Chemistry Education and
member ofthe International Council on Science’s Committee on
Freedom and Responsibility in the Conduct ofScience place him in
global leadership roles in science education and science policy.
During his 28-year career as a chemistry professor, Dr. Mahaffy has
been described as “Mister Chemical Educator” of the world.

Conference examines sustainability
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—More than 500 students from the U.S.,
Canada and around the world recently attended the third annual
Faith and International Development Conference at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.The theme ofthe conference
was “Sustainability:Fruit that Lasts”,based on John 15:5,“If you
remain in me and I in you,you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing”(TNIV). Keynote speakers Ida Mutoigo of
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee, Edward M.Cardoza
of Partners in Health,Ernso Jean Louis ofPartners Worldwide,
and Luis Noda ofFood for the Hungry presented their views on
sustainability in their various fields ofcommunity development,
healthcare, business and agronomy. Representatives from dozens of
organizations also led breakout sessions on topics ranging from
micro-finances to root causes ofpoverty to political consciousness
at a local level.

Michelle Fraser and Andrew VanStee, volunteer student coordina-
tors, began drafting the theme and plans for the conference nearly a
year ago under the guidance ofProfessor Roland Hoksbergen,
director of the Calvin College department of International
Development Studies. “In development,‘sustainability’ is a buzz
word,” says Fraser, “but what does it practically mean on the field
for development practitioners, and what can students learn now
that will be useful for them in their future roles?”According to
Fraser, the conference met its two main goals:the formation of
relationships and the transfer of knowledge. “The consistent feed-
back I get from speakers, organization representatives and develop-
ment professionals is that they are encouraged from interacting
with energetic, idealistic and hopeful students who are forming the
next generation of fieldworkers.”

~ Written by Calvin College student Jacqueline Klamer

Daystar updates teaching workshop
NAIROBI, KENYA—For ten years now, the Centre for Excellence
in Teaching and Learning at Daystar University, in conjunction
with the Christian Higher Education Faculty Development
Network, has been offering the two-week workshop:Helping
Learners to Think: Facilitating Critical Reflective Thought in Students. This

year’s course, to be held August 4-15 at Daystar’s Athi River cam-
pus, has been revised and completely updated.Past participants
have been enthusiastic:“This course has changed forever the way I
look at teaching. I see now that teaching is so much more than just
passing on knowledge to students. It is helping them to transform
their own lives,” wrote one participant.The new course aims to be
even better.

Dr. Chip Kingsbury and Mrs. Mary Githaiga of Daystar will teach
the course, along with other special guests and facilitators. The
course is limited to 35 participants, who typically come from all
over Africa to attend.The cost is very reasonable:$250 for tuition
and $95 for room and board. Early application is recommended.
Write CETL@Daystar.ac.ke for a brochure and application form.
Postal address:CETL,PO Box 1,Daystar University, 90145,Kenya.

UNELA growing in strength
SAN JOSE,COSTA RICA—Dr. John Van Dyk (Alta Vista)
reports that he was privileged to teach a course in philosophy of
education in the flourishing M.Ed.program at the Universidad
Evangelica de las Americas(UNELA) in January. He enjoyed
working with Dr. Euclides Padilla,Dr. Lucy Barquero, and Rev.
Tom Soerens to teach 22 students from Costa Rica and Nicaragua.
Van Dyk commends UNELA as a significant institution dedicated
to integral Christian higher education. This dedication was demon-
strated in various ways:The students displayed both enthusiasm
and commitment.Clearly the UNELA program is successfully
enlarging the vision and increasing the competence ofCentral
American teachers, thereby contributing to the transformation of
their societies.

Promising also is the news that UNELA is in negotiation with the
Assembly of God and Methodist communities, exploring the possi-
bility of providing undergraduate training for their schools.

Under Dr. Paul Bergsma’s leadership, UNELA plans to develop
programs for the prevention ofchild abuse and violence in the
home. UNELA is uniquely suited for this kind ofcommunity in-
volvement aimed at the healing ofthe lives ofchildren and adoles-
cents. The planned research, for example, directly impacts the effec-
tiveness ofUNELA’s education program as a whole. At UNELA,
Van Dyk witnessed the profound importance ofintegral Christian
higher education at all points, both practical and reflective.

WYSOCS shares online papers
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studieswants to let Contactreaders know that various papers by
their 2007 speakers are available online. N.T. Wright’s talks from
WYSOCS’21st anniversary conference can be downloaded from
http://www.reformational.org.uk as well as ordered in CD or tape
format. Articles by Bob Goudzewaard are available for free down-
load from Steve Bishop’s ‘All of life Redeemed’website at
http://www.allofliferedeemed.co.uk/goudzwaard.htm.Jonathon
Chaplin’s paper from the WYSOCS Multiculturalism Conference
in December 2007 can be downloaded at
http://www.wysocs.org.uk/downloads/Jonathan Chaplin’s
Paper.doc. Other papers by Jonathan are available on Steve Bishop’s
website http://www.allofliferedeemed.co.uk/chaplin.htm.And
finally, Christian Academic Network/WY SOCSconference
papers can be downloaded from http://www.christianacademicnet-
work.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=124&Ite
mid.
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Recently we asked our Regional Advisors to recommend journals being
published in their respective regions that could be ofhelp to our interna-
tional membership. By making these journals more widely known,
IAPCHE hopes to further realize its purpose ofnetworking and develop-
ing a Christian academic community. John Vander Stelt,now advisor emeri-
tus of the North America Region,recommended the following:

Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith is a quarterly
published by the American Scientific Affiliation (ASA),an organization of
approximately 2500 (mainly) North American evangelicals. The recently
appointed editor is Dr. Arie Leegwater, Professor ofChemistry, Emeritus,
Calvin College [e-mail:leegwater@calvin.edu ].The magazine addresses
issues ofscience and faith,and the diverse ways world-views affect scientif-
ic practice, in its refereed lead articles. The magazine also includes an
extensive book review section.Subscription is $35 (US) ayear. ASA,55
Market Street,Ipswich, MA, USA 01938-0668.E-mail:asa@asa3.org;
www.asa3.org.

The Journal of Education and Christian Belief (JE&CB)
was started in 1997 and is sponsored by the Association of Christian
Teachers (UK),the Kuyers Institute (USA),and the Stapleford Centre
(UK). It publishes two issues per year. The two editors are David Smith,
Director of the Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning at
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI [jecb@calvin.edu ] and John Shortt,
Traveling Secretary for European Educators’Christian Association
(EurECA) and educational consultant based in the United Kingdom [edi-
tor@jecb.org ].This journal is Reformed in character, international in
scope, provides broad advice and attracts new writers. Yearly subscriptions:
individual$41.40 (US),f24.10 (UK and Western Europe),f25.10 (elsewhere);
institutional: $62.75 (US),f24.10 (UK and Western Europe),f25.10 (else-
where);2/3rd worldindividuals and institutions:50% discount on the over-
seas sterling (f) rates. Slightly cheaper rates for two- and three-year sub-
scriptions.

Earlier, we recommended Christian Higher Education and Christian Scholars
Review, two journals that offer IAPCHE members a discounted subscription
rate (see www.iapche.org for details),and Koers; Bulletin for Christian
Scholarshipand In die Skriflig (a theological journal in the Reformational tra-
dition).We plan to publish recommendations from other regional advisors
in future issues ofContact.

Conference Announcements
Agents of Transformation in Brazil
LONDRINA, BRAZIL—The Theology Faculty ofSul Americana,with
the Fórum de Missão Integral - Orlando Costas, will sponsor a conference
on The Local Church: Agents ofTransformation (Igreja Local: Agente de
Transformação)April 18-21. Speakers include Ronaldo Cavalcante, Carlinhos
Veiga,Marcos Monteiro, Elisa Padilla,Antônio Carlos Barro, Marcos
Orison,and others. Please visit http://missaointegral.org.br/ f or more
information.

Summer Seminars at Calvin College
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Calvin College will host the following seminars
on its campus this summer:

Being Muslim in the United States , July 14-August 1, with
Lamin Sanneh (Yale Divinity School).Funded by The Louisville Institute
and Seminars in Christian Scholarship at Calvin College.

Teaching and Learning as Spiritual Disciplines , July 21-
25, with Frans van Liere (Calvin College) and Dale M.Coulter (Lee
University).Funded by the Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and
Learning at Calvin College and the Calvin Institute ofChristian Worship.

Congregations and Religious Diversity in
Contemporary America , June 23-July 18, with R.Stephen Warner
(University of Illinois at Chicago).Co-sponsored by the Calvin Institute of

Christian Worship and funded by the Lilly Endowment,Inc.

Please visit http://www.calvin.edu/scs/2008/seminars/ for descriptions
and application information. Call Marilyn or Mary at 616.526.8558 or email
seminars@calvin.edu with any questions.

Faculty Development Seminar in Indonesia
INDONESIA—The first of a series ofFaculty Development Seminars
cosponsored by the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU)
and the Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity will take place
in Indonesia June 8-23, in partnership with the Asian Christian Artists
Association and the Bali Christian Artists Association. The purpose ofthe
development seminars is to engage North American faculty in various fields
with their counterparts from the global South and East.A second event,
tentatively planned for June 2009,will feature Christian political thought
and take place in South Africa.For more information, contact the Nagel
Institute:worldchry@calvin.edu

Advance Notice - International Forum
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—The Council for Christian Colleges &
Universities (CCCU) will hold its fourth International Forum on Christian
Higher Education Wednesday-Friday, February 24 - February 26,2010at
the Hyatt Regency in Atlanta,Georgia,USA.Pre-conference meetings will
take place February 23-24,and the Forum will officially begin with a cele-
bration the evening ofFebruary 24.“For those who attended the 2006
International Forum,you already understand the significant conversations
that will take place at the 2010 Forum,” says CCCU Vice President for
Professional Development & Research Ron Mahurin.“We expect this to be
the premier event for International Christian Higher Education, with repre-
sentatives from across the world gathered in one place to celebrate, learn,
network, and be inspired for the work for which we are called together.”

Watch www.cccu.org for more information about the 2010 Forum in the
coming weeks and months.

Journal Recommendations Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date order
Information on these conferences was announced in a previous Contact.

How can Christian higher education assist Christian elemen -
tary and secondary education? Bellevue, WA, USA,April 4-5,
2008,Alta Vista; contact iapche@dordt.edu.

Symposium on Religion and Politics , Grand Rapids, Michigan,
USA,April 24-26,Calvin College;contact smid@calvin.edu.

Christian Higher Education and Globalization in
Asia/Oceania: Realities and Challenges, Taipei,Taiwan,May 3-
6, 2008, Christ’s College;contact iapche@dordt.edu.

Philosophy and Liturgy , Grand Rapids, Michigan,USA,May 21-23,
Calvin College;contact seminars@calvin.edu.

Subject, Self, and Soul: Transdisciplinary Approaches to
Personhood, Madrid,Spain,July 13-17,2008;see metanexus.net/insti-
tute/conference2008/.

Raising the Flag of Christian Higher Education for Christian
Schooling , Potchefstroom,South Africa,August 26-28,2008,North
West University, contact 10061290@nwu.ac.za.

Bridging the gap: integrating Christian faith and profession -
al practice in a pluralistic society, theNetherlands, April 20-23,
2009,Christian University - Ede, Reformed University - Zwolle, Driestar
University - Gouda,and Protestant Theological University - Kampen,
Utrecht, Leiden,contact ldhamelink@che.nl.

500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth, Toronto, Canada,June
18-21,2009, Institute for Christian Studies, University of Toronto, and
the Toronto School of Theology;contact jsuk@icscanada.edu.



Among the 25 new titles in Russian published by St.Andrew’s Biblical
Theological Institute in 2007 are 
Church Dogmatics, Vol. 1 (The doctrine of the Word of
God) by Karl Barth, 560 pages, ISBN 5-89647-141-6. 
The Beginning of All Things: Science and Religion by
Hans Küng, 250 pages, ISBN 5-89647-159-9. 
God: an Open Question. Theological Perspectives in a
Culture of Agnosticism (originally the Dutch title God, een
open vraag: Theologische perspectieven in een cultuur van
agnosme) by Anton Houtepen, 517 pages, ISBN 5-89647-128-9. 
Handbook on Spiritual Ecumenism by Cardinal Walter
Kasper, 75 pages, ISBN 5-89647-183-1.
All titles are in hardcover. For more information on these or other titles in
Russian,see www.standrews.ru. To order contact standrews@standrews.ru
or write to St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological Institute;Jerusalem St.3;
Moscow, 109316,Russia.

Christianity and Social Work: Readings on the
Integration of Christian Faith and Social Work Practice,
3rd edition , edited by Beryl Hugen and Laine Scales; Botsford,
Connecticut: North American Association of Christians in Social
Work, 2008; 424 pages, ISBN 978-0-9715318-2-6.
For this third edition,editors surveyed faculty across the US and Canada to
find out what new topics they felt should be added to keep pace with recent
changes in the profession.The resulting 424-page volume includes eleven
new chapters and is organized around four themes:“A Christian Worldview
and Social Work” offers Christians in social work a variety offrameworks
to help link their Christian faith,personal identity, and professional social
work practice. “Exploring Foundational Christian Beliefs and Values for
Social Work” articulates how Christians social workers can relate or evaluate
the values ofthe social work profession with the values and beliefs derived
from a biblical perspective. “Spiritual and Religious Dimensions in Social
Work Practice”introduces the reader to differing models for incorporating
Christian spirituality in a variety ofpractice areas. And “The Changing
Environment in Social Work Practice”addresses the current call for com-
munity and faith-based organizations, as well as congregations, to take
increasing responsibility for social and economic needs oftheir communi-
ties.

Christianity and Social Work is intended for a variety ofaudiences, includ-
ing social work practitioners, educators, and students at the undergraduate
and graduate levels. On April 1,NACSW will be publishing an accompany-
ing resource titled Instructor Resources for Christianity and Social Work. See
www.nacsw.org for more information. NACSW is offering a discount for 10
or more copies. Email info@nacsw.org to obtain a link and password to
review an on-line copy at no cost.

Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises, and a
Revolution of Hope by Brian McLaren; Nashville: Thomas
Nelson; 2007; 256 pages, ISBN-10: 0849901839, ISBN-13: 978-
0849901836. 
McLaren,a leader in the emerging church, issues a salvo of arguments for
radical hope in the face ofprofound dilemmas. He identifies the earth’s
four deep dysfunctions that have created a suicide machine:crises in pros-
perity, equity, security and spirituality. What could change, he asks, if we
applied the message of Jesus—the good news of the kingdom ofGod—to
the world’s greatest problems? Using a close reading ofthe Gospels to
challenge conservative evangelicals’emphasis on individual salvation, not to
mention end-times theology and,by implication, the prosperity gospel,
McLaren argues for establishing a beloved community based on justice,
peace, equality and compassion.Institute for Christian StudiesJunior
Member Jon Stanley recently conducted an interview with McLaren about
this book.The interview, titled “Why Everything Must Change,” was pub-
lished in the current issue ofThe Other Journal: An Online Journal ofTheology,
Culture and the Arts, and can be viewed at http://www.theotherjournal.com/

Healing for a Broken World: Christian Perspectives on
Public Policy by Steve Monsma ; Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway,
2008; 224 pages, ISBN-10: 1581349610, ISBN-13: 978-
1581349610.
This popularly written book introduces the reader to basic Christian world-
view principles that can guide Christians’evaluations of public policy issues
and controversies. Topics covered are sin and redemption,justice, solidarity,
and civil society. Then,in a series ofchapters dealing with specific public
policy areas, such as poverty, environmental concerns, terrorism,AIDS and
poverty in Africa,and human rights abuses, the book applies these basic
principles to current public policy issues. The book is oriented towards the
American situation, but also has a broader relevance. Author Steve Monsma
is a research fellow at the Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and
Politics at Calvin College and professor emeritus ofpolitical science,
Pepperdine University.

The Integration of Faith and Learning: A Worldview
Approach by Robert A. Harris; Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books;
2004; 314 pages, ISBN-10: 159244671X, ISBN-13: 978-
1592446711.
Harris provides students with the philosophical context and practical tools
necessary for making the connections between Christian knowledge and the
knowledge they will acquire during their undergraduate and graduate years
in higher education. His book focuses on helping students understand how
worldviews influence the interpretation of data and even what is judged to
be knowledge itself. The worldviews of philosophical naturalism,postmod-
ernism,and Christianity are compared and analyzed.Throughout the book,
emphasis is placed on helping students develop the practical skills needed
to evaluate knowledge claims and to integrate all knowledge into a unified
whole through the touchstone ofChristian truth.

Human Rights Education by J. Dinakarlal Thavamony
and J. Cyril Kanmony; Tamilnadu, India: Scott Publications;
2007; 125 pages, no ISBN.
The pioneering effort of Scott Christian College in introducing human
rights education as part of the curriculum was the inspiration for this book.
The Christian missionaries who founded this institution towards the end of
the 19th century had themselves striven for social transformation by fight-
ing human rights violations prevalent in the southern tip of the Indian
peninsula.This spirit still guides this institution ofhigher learning and the
authors hope this book will help keep this light ofsocial awakening burning
bright.

Learning in an Integrated Environment by Ken Gnanakan;
Bangalore, India: Theological Book Trust; 2007; 156 pages, ISBN:
81-7475-053-3.
In this volume, Gnanakan explores concepts about of integrated learning,
especially addressing the question ofhow to apply them in educational
endeavors. This book aims to provide the philosophical or ideological foun-
dation for integrated learning through an exploration of the ideas ofsever-
al highly influential thinkers. The primary intention is to motivate educators
to grasp the significance ofthese thinkers as applied to integrated learning.

Missiological Education: An Indian Exploration by Siga
Arles; Bangalore, India: Centre for Contemporary Christianity;
2006; 540 pages, ISBN: 8190229478.
Originally a 1990 doctoral dissertation at the University of Aberdeen in
Scotland,this book is an impressive documentation of the development of
mission theology and theological education in general among Protestant
Christians during the post-independence period until 1987.It goes beyond
the ecumenical/evangelical divide with Protestant Christianity in India and
tries to stand by the “indivisibility of the ecumenical and evangelical com-
mitments within the church”… pointing out both the nobler and unholy
elements on the two sides ofthe divide. This extensively researched volume
should provide the Indian church with an extremely useful assessment of
their role in theological education.
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A Noble Calling: Devotions and Essays for Christian
Business Professionals by David Whitlock and Gordon
Dutile; Eugene, Ore.: Wipf and Stock, 2008; 228 pages, ISBN 10:
1-55635-536-X, ISBN 13: 978-1-55635-536-3.
Southern Baptist University administrators David Whitlock and Gordon
Dutile have edited a new book on integrating a Christian worldview in the
practice ofbusiness. Featuring devotions and essays by twenty-five authors
from throughout the United States, A Noble Callingaddresses topics ranging
from the character traits ofChristian business professionals to essays on
management,marketing, finance, accounting, economics, information tech-
nology and more. The book is organized into three parts:A Matter of
Character, A Matter of Worldview, and A Matter of Faith.

Philosophical Frameworks for Understanding
Information Systems by Andrew Basden; Hershey,
Pennsylvania: IGI Global; 2007; 410 pages, ISBN-10:
1599040360, ISBN-13: 978-1599040363.
Basden’s book attempts to bring together five disparate areas ofconcern in
information systems in a way that has seldom been attempted:the nature of
computers, the shape of information technologies, development ofsystems
for human use, human usage of computers, and information technology as
an environment we inhabit. It seeks to explicitly employ philosophy to cre-
ate frameworks for understanding these five areas - and a single philosophy,
so that the frameworks of different areas are commensurable with each
other. The philosophy it employs has certain unique characteristics that
make it suited to all areas, technical,human,societal - that of Herman
Dooyeweerd. The result is an exemplary reference resource for researchers,
scholars, and practitioners in fields such as information systems, public
administration, library science, education, and business management.

Dr. Basden is Professor ofHuman Factors and Philosophy in Information
Systems at the University of Salford, UK. A follower of Jesus Christ,
Basden is founder and member ofthe international Centre for Philosophy,
Technology and Social Systems.

Surprised by Hope by N.T. (Tom) Wright; London: SPCK
Publishing, 2007; 352 pages, ISBN-10: 028105617X, ISBN-13:

978-0281056170; New York: Harper One, 2008; 352 pages, ISBN-
10: 0061551821, ISBN-13: 978-0061551826.
Award-winning author N. T. Wright outlines the present confusion about a
Christian’s future hope and shows how it is deeply intertwined with how we
live today. Wright,who is one oftoday’s premier Bible scholars, asserts that
Christianity’s most distinctive idea is bodily resurrection.He provides a
magisterial defense for a literal resurrection ofJesus and shows how this
became the cornerstone for the Christian community’s hope in the bodily
resurrection ofall people at the end ofthe age. Wright then explores our
expectation of “new heavens and a new earth,” revealing what happens to
the dead until then and what will happen with the “second coming”of
Jesus. For many, including many Christians, all this will come as a great sur-
prise. Wright convincingly argues that what we believe about life after death
directly affects what we believe about life before death. For if God intends
to renew the whole creation—and if this has already begun in Jesus’s resur-
rection—the church cannot stop at “saving souls”but must anticipate the
eventual renewal by working for God’s kingdom in the wider world, bring-
ing healing and hope in the present life.
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