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BANGALORE,INDIA—A six-day Faculty Enrichment
Program in the Asia-Oceania region will help equip a
new generation of educators for integral Christian teach-
ing. Jointly organized by IAPCHE and the Student
Christian Movement ofIndia (SCMI),the program will
run November 3-8,2008 at the SCMI House in
Bangalore,India.It will offer 40 participants the oppor-
tunity to learn from eight presenters on a wide range of
subjects, both general (such as the relationship between
faith and learning) and specific (such as methods for

assessing learning outcomes).

The program will be geared towards faculty with less
than 15 years of service. Individual IAPCHE members,
faculty from IAPCHE institutions, and faculty from insti-
tutions with SCMI units have been invited to apply.

The theme ofthe program will be Christian Higher
Education in the Context ofGlobalization. Core presenters

Faculty Enrichment Program Plans for India

IAPCHE’s Board of Directors has drafted an ambitious
Regional Development Plan (RDP) to guide expansion
efforts in the next five years. The RDP especially empha-
sizes growth in three regions:Africa,Asia/Oceania,and
Latin America.Trends in Christian higher education in
these areas show an increasing appreciation for the
importance ofcomprehensive higher education and a
turning away from the long-standing dualistic approach
of focusing exclusively on theological education while

leaving other disciplines to secular universities.

At the same time, Christians in higher education in the
West are finding renewed strength despite a long trend
towards secularization. IAPCHE continues to encourage
reflection on what makes Christian higher education
Christian.Our answer continues to insist on the intellec-
tual formation and cultivation of a Biblical worldview

Conference Focuses on Christian Schooling

continued on page 4

THE NETHERLANDS—For most universities in The
Netherlands the academic year has already started.Since I
have been working in education, I have found that the
start of the academic year involves a lot ofplanning,
scheduling and looking ahead,for both faculty and
administrative staff. I do not mind though.Actually, it
inspires me to get things started again! This year I am
particularly looking forward to April 2009.Together with
colleagues from other universities, I am involved in host-
ing the upcoming IAPCHE Europe Conference and I am
excited about the progress we have made in the last cou-
ple of months.

Our conference committee carefully selected the theme
Connecting Christian faith and professional practice in a pluralistic
societybecause it addresses one ofthe greatest challenges
of Christian educators today.

If you are looking to contribute to the conference con-
tent,please visit our website http://www.iapche2009.eu
to read the instructions on how to submit a paper. We
issued the Call for Papers some months ago, but you can
still send in your submissions until November 1.The
conference committee anticipates receiving a wide variety

Personal Invitation to IAPCHE Europe 2009

continued on page 6

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—The fifty del-
egates that attended the Southern Africa Conference on
Christian Higher Education came because they care
about training much-needed teachers for Christian
schools. Sponsored by the Centre for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA),
IAPCHE,and North West University (Potchefstroom
Campus),the three-day conference examined the ways
institutions ofChristian higher education can assist in the
mission ofChristian schools.

Theme 
This aim was reflected in the theme:Raising the Flag of
Christian Higher Education for Christian Schooling. At
IAPCHE Conference 2000,it was resolved to raise con-
sciousness about (a) the need for educational research,
and (b) establishing teacher education programs in higher
educational settings. In the IAPCHE long range plan,the
objective to “Encourage institutions ofhigher education
to assist in the academic formation of Christian educa-
tors” lists “regional conference discussions on the 

Plan Drafted for Regional Development
Development plan targets global South and East

continued on page 9

continued on page 5



In 1983,I returned to Mexico after
several years of study abroad,ready
to become part of the Mexican
academic world with a position in a
prestigious Jesuit university.
Although I had the conviction that
my academic work always should
have a direct relationship with my
Christian faith,I wondered how I
was going to do it.It was through
one of my colleagues at the univer-
sity, who told me about a confer-
ence in Zambia to which he had

been invited but could not go, that God gave me an answer—my
friend asked me ifI could take his place.

The only thing I knew for certain was that it was a conference
about Christian scholars trying to promote a Christian worldview in
the academic world. Of course, I was delighted at the invitation.
My participation was to respond to a paper presented by a leading
Latin American church historian,and when I reviewed his work
and wrote my response, I could not help but think about the lack
of a place where Christian scholars in Latin America could
exchange ideas about our mission in our field.

Zambia was a tremendous experience. It changed my life and the
way I got involved in my academic field (I should say “fields,” since
I move between Biblical studies, literature,and pastoral counseling)
and at the places I worked (a university with a secular academic life,
a theological seminary,and a pastoral practice).In Africa,I had the
opportunity to find colleagues with the same concerns and strug-
gles that I had,some from well-developed countries with a particu-
lar set ofconcerns, and others,like the ones from the region that
hosted us, with many limitations. Having been in both situations, I
identified with the general proposition ofthe conference:to pro-
mote Christian higher education in the world—to encourage and
support individual scholars and their institutions to be a witness of
Christ in the academic world.

For I knew the importance ofsuch proposition.Since my under-
graduate years, when I became involved in the Student Christian
Movement in my country,until my graduate years abroad,the
Christian scholars that I met,both in person and through their writ-
ing, were a model for me and other students. Their work and lives
were a fundamental inspiration to keep faithful in a mainly secular
environment ofideas. They addressed important questions and real
challenges about how to use one’s education to be a faithful servant
of God and one’s neighbors.

Such a community of scholars,of which I am now honored to be a
part, is an important expression ofthe Kingdom.This is becoming
more and more important and also more defined.One can see the
direction that contemporary higher education has been taking since
the latter 20th century. It has become a system motivated more by
global economic interest than by concerns about justice and human
integrity. It seems that academia has become a rat race where the
cheese is financial security and recognition;academic survival con-
sists no longer in being relevant and contributing to the wellbeing
of humankind,especially the ones most marginalized,but  having a
position and being recognized by mass media.

How can one present the alternative of the Kingdom and the dif-

ferent worldview it proclaims, if not through a different approach
to higher education? How can future scholars,opinion and decision
makers,scientists and professors,be inspired to build a more just
and compassionate world, not just an efficient and profitable one,
without the example oftheir teachers and the presence ofa differ-
ent kind ofhigher education?

The answer should be evident to anyone who is concerned with
promoting the Kingdom ofGod among the ones who have the
responsibility ofbuilding a new century,a new society, and a new
worldview. This is why I issue an invitation and a challenge.I invite
Christian scholars and institutions ofhigher learning to join
IAPCHE as individual and institutional members.I challenge the
Church and individuals to support this fine association. Together
we can work to bring forth the Kingdom ofGod,where it can
make a great difference for the 21st century.
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Why I Am Involved in IAPCHE and You Should Be Too
E D I T O R I A L

José Ramón Alcántara Mejía
IAPCHE Board Chair

Contact

The newsletter for the International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher Education (ISSN:1521-9631) is
published quarterly to communicate news from IAPCHE mem-
bers and the work of the Association. Issues appear in March,
June, September, and December for a total offour issues per
year. The deadline for copy is the 15th of the month previous to
each issue, February 15,May 15,August 15,and November 15.

Copy submission
Send announcementsto Anne Maatman,Director of
Operations, iapche@dordt.edu.

To submit a paper for possible inclusion as the Academic Insert,
submit the manuscript to John Hulst,Executive Secretary
Emeritus, iapche@dordt.edu 

To submit an essay for possible inclusion in the CHEForum,
submit the manuscript to Anne Maatman,Director of
Operations, iapche@dordt.edu.

Annual subscription 
Contact is delivered electronically to all members (individual,
consulting, and affiliate) of IAPCHE as a benefit of the dues
paid.If a member prefers to receive a print copy by post,the
subscription is $30US per year, in addition to the membership
dues. Institutional and associate members of IAPCHE receive a
print copy as a benefit of the dues paid.

Please send dues and subscription fees and all address changes to 
IAPCHE
Dordt College Campus
498 4th Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250 USA

Electronic back issues
Current and back issues can be accessed at our website
www.iapche.org.

Back issues, paper copies
The IAPCHE office has paper copies ofback issues since 1990.
Contact iapche@dordt.edu to request single issues or complete
collections.
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H I S T O RY

IAPCHE History XII 1
On June 30,2002,I retired as the
Executive Secretary of IAPCHE,
and was given the titles of
Executive Secretary Emeritus and
senior advisor. As senior advisor, I
was privileged to work closely with
Dr. George Monsma ofCalvin
College, who served as chair of the
Board, and with Dr. Nick Lantinga,
adjunct member ofDordt’s politi-
cal science department,who was
appointed as my successor.2 For
the last six years Dr. Lantinga,

along with Mrs.Anne Maatman,has given energetic and visionary
leadership to the Association.

During the time between Conference 2000 and my retirement,as
already indicated in History XI, the day-to-day activities of the
Association were carried on according to the directions set by the
Long-Range Plan.The Executive Secretary’s report, submitted to
the Executive Committee at its meeting on May 24,25,2002,refers
to a variety ofdevelopments in four primary areas:organization,
programs, projects, and membership.

Organization: In the area oforganization, the By-laws were being
revised and updated.Two of the regions, Africa and Latin America,
were initiating formal organization and each of the regions was
electing representatives to the international board. As part of a
five-year financial plan,funding was being set aside to provide sup-
port for approved regional activities.

Programs:Dealing with programsinvolved planning for an inter-
national conference in Latin America (2005) and for regional con-
ferences in Hungary - European Region,Colombia - Latin
American Region,and the Philippines - Asia/Oceania Region.It
also involved communicating with the membership—individual,
institutional,affiliate, associate, and consulting—by means ofthe
Directory,Contact, and publishing the proceedings ofConference
2000,the Hilltop Conference, and the most recent Latin American
Conference, AIPECS II.Further, there was consideration given to
distributing course syllabi prepared by individual association mem-
bers and making scholarly papers available on the website.

Projects:The Executive Committee was encouraged by the report
on projects, especially the Faith and Learning Network and the
Christian Academic Studies Certificate. It also responded positively
to the March 2002 meeting in Grand Rapids sponsored by
IAPCHE and the Center for Educational Services regarding the
Collaborative Teacher Education Project,which involved consulting
with Christian Schools International,the Association for Christian
Schools International,the Commission on Youth and Christian
Nurture of the Reformed Ecumenical Council,Educational
Leadership, and Worldwide Christian Schools.

Membership: The area ofmembership involved reporting on cur-
rent membership numbers and efforts to increase membership at all
levels. A discussion regarding membership resulted in a decision to
review and redefine types ofmembership.

The above paragraphs may appear to be mere listings ofrather
insignificant matters.But action on each item was designed to fulfill
IAPCHE’s vision ofbringing to expression a world-wide Christian
academic community—much of it in the context of the horribly
divisive events ofSeptember 11,2001 in the United States. The fol-
lowing report by Tomas H.Tellez concerning the September 25-28,
2001 Latin American Congress ofHumanities V, held at UPOLI in
Granada,Nicaragua and sponsored in part by IAPCHE,gives
ample testimony to the spirit ofthe association’s membership:

214 people attended the congress, though some from USA,
Brazil,and Colombia cancelled their participation due to the
terrorist attacks.

The event (September 11) was profusely mentioned in the
Nicaragua media.46 scientific papers were presented,17 by
international scholars and 29 from Nicaragua.The evaluations
revealed that the goals ofmaking an impact on the con-
science ofthe Nicaraguan society .. . was fully reached.3

There were two items dealt with during the 2000-2002 period that
are worthy of special attention,both in the area ofmembership.

First, the Secretariat was asked to prepare a proposal having to do
with student membership.4 Initiating a program for student mem-
bership was seen as essential for the future development of
IAPCHE’s network of scholars. The proposal,finalized in May
2003,was designed to answer four questions:

1.Who are candidates for student membership?
Students pursuing a graduate degree and promising under-
graduate students.

2.What does IAPCHE offer a student member?
General information about Christian higher education around
the world; a reminder ofthe community of faithful Christian
scholars who pursue their calling in often difficult circum-
stances;and opportunities to network with established schol-
ars and teachers within a variety ofdisciplines.

3.How will these services be offered?
Via the IAPCHE website;in Contactwhich includes a regular
list of recently published books ofinterest to IAPCHE mem-
bers and reports about ongoing research; invitations to
regional and international conferences;and the Faith and
Learning Network, which could be especially helpful for
recruiting campus speakers or outside readers for dissertations
and theses.

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus

1 Referring to these  12 brief articles as “history” is probably a misnomer.
They are actually “highlights,” gleaned from personal recollections and
available documents, that reflect IAPCHE’s development as an interna-
tional association seeking to promote Christian higher education through-
out the world. We have been pleased to share these reflections with the

readers of Contact. We trust that they have served as instructive to new
members and as significant reminders to long-time members. 

2 IAPCHE Board Meeting, June 17, 2002
3 IAPCHE Board Meeting, December 11, 2001
4 IAPCHE Executive Committee Meeting, May 24, 25, 2002, Article 9, a

continued on page 4



will be Dr. Gloria Stronks, Emerita Professor ofEducation at
Calvin College,USA,who has published widely in teaching from a
Biblically sound perspective and has most recently edited Educating
for Shalom: Wolterstorff ’s Essays on Christian Higher Education;and Dr.
Vimala Punithakumar, Principal ofSt.Christopher’s College of
Education, India,who has specialized in the teaching of science
and has published two series ofchemistry books examining con-
cept formation in science.
The program aims to give intensive training in the importance ofa
Biblical approach to higher education so that educators can better
relate their faith to their subject matter, teach more effectively,and
provide optimal Christian leadership on their campuses. All of this
will help them to better prepare students to serve wherever God
calls them.

In addition,the program will promote the networking of Christian
higher education faculty, always a goal of IAPCHE events. Sharing
ideas and encouragement both during and after the program will
help participants implement their learning.

Finally, the program will encourage the responsible involvement of
Christian higher education in social issues. This event will especially
focus on those issues surrounding globalization.

IAPCHE has been happy to cooperate with SCMI,a fellowship of
students belonging to varied Christian traditions and cultural
expressions. A ministry centered around the college and university,
SCMI encourages its members to commit themselves to Jesus
Christ as Lord, Savior and Liberator and helps them to analyze,
understand and relate their faith in the context of present day India

to work towards a society with
justice, freedom,fellowship
and dignity. SCMI is affiliated
with the World Student
Christian Federation with its
International headquarters at
Geneva and Asian headquar-
ters at Hong Kong.

The Faculty Enrichment
Program organizing committee
consists ofSamuel Jeykumar
(General Secretary,SCMI) as
program director; J.Dinakarlal
(Director, IAPCHE Asia-
Oceania Region) as course director; Vinita Eusebius (Chairperson,
SCMI);and Nick Lantinga,(Executive Director, IAPCHE).For
more information, contact asiaoceania@iapche.org.

Asia-Oceania Contact
NAGERCOIL, INDIA —The Asia/Oceania region is the first
region of IAPCHE to issue a regional newsletter. The first issue
appeared in May 2008 during the regional conference in Taipei.The
second issue appeared in August 2008.

Asia-Oceania Contactcan be viewed at http://www.,iapche.org/con-
tact.htm.Dr. J.Dinakarlal,editor, wrote in the last issue, “May I
request individual and institutional members to give information on
conferences, seminars, awards, publications, and happenings in the
member instituions? Your suggestions to improve Asia-Oceania
Contactare also welcome.”

4.What is the cost and application process?
Students will complete and individual application and include
a working title oftheir dissertation (if applicable);dues will
be $25 U.S, for two years and be waived if there is financial
hardship;while complimentary copies ofconference proceed-
ings will not be given to student members,they will have vot-
ing rights as well as all the other benefits of individual mem-
bers.

It was suggested that invitations for student membership be
announced through campus ministries such as the Coalition for
Christian Outreach, Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, and Korean
Students in America.At the Congreso Internacional,Granada,
Nicaragua,2006,we had an opportunity to publicly remind the
Association that positive attention should continue to be given to
the importance ofrecruiting student members.

The second important item had to do with the relationship of
IAPCHE to its consulting members,i.e., other associations of
Christian higher education with whom we would “consult”regard-
ing issues ofmutual interest and concern. At its June 12,2001
meeting, the Board approved four associations as Consulting
Members:1) the Association of Presbyterian Colleges and
Universities (APCU),2) the Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU),3) the International Institute for Christian
Studies (IICS),and the International Forum of Associations of

Christian Higher Education (IFACHE).5 In December 2001,the
Board added the International Council for Higher Education
(ICHE) as a fifth Consulting Member.6

Approving contact and consultation with these associations forced
IAPCHE to consider not only its relationship to other organiza-
tions, but also its own specific identity and purpose in the world of
Christian higher education. Even before consulting members were
identified and approved,there were suggestions that IAPCHE
should join forces and even merge with CCCU. While it was felt
that such a merger “would not be advantageous,” it was agreed that
the issue should receive further consideration by the Board.7

At the time that I retired from the Secretariat, this was still a matter
of ongoing discussion.And it was clear that, even though IAPCHE
clearly intended to cooperate with other associations, it wanted to
maintain its distinctive identity as an international association, com-
mitted to a reformational perspective,intent on developing a net-
work of Christian scholars,supported by institutions, for the pur-
pose ofpromoting not itselfbut the Kingdom ofGod through
development ofintegral Christian higher education. It is our con-
viction that, keeping this purpose in mind,the Association can con-
tinue to expect the Lord’s blessings as it seeks to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

5 IAPCHE Board Meeting, June 12, 2001, Article 10. 
6 IAPCHE Board Meeting, December 11, 2001, Article 9.
7 IAPCHE Executive Committee Meeting, July 14, 2001.
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Highlights of IAPCHE History
continued from page 3

Dr. J.Dinakarlal
Dir ector, Asia/Oceania Region

Faculty Enrichment Program
continued from page 1
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relationship between CHE and Christian educators” as a specific
goal.This resolution led to several regional IAPCHE conference
tracks dedicated to this relationship. The Southern Africa confer-
ence is the first to devote the entire discussion to how CHE can
assist Christian schooling.

On August 26-28,2008,delegates came from Malawi, Kenya,
Zambia,Zimbabwe,USA,Australia,Cameroon,and South Africa
and represented three types ofinstitutions:Christian higher educa-
tion, specifically teacher training faculties;theological training;and
Christian grade schooling. Their stories affirmed the great need for
qualified teachers.

For example, according to delegate Collins Mazanyani (Nkhoma
Education Department,Malawi), the Reformed denomination of
Malawi has more than 800 Christian schools, with an average of 15
teachers each, for approximately 12,000 teachers at work in those
denominational schools alone. If only five percent of the faculty
retire in a year, then that system requires 600 new teachers annually.

Another delegate told of the development ofa Christian school in
the Northeast region of South Africa.There,among the Venda
people a new school began with four teachers—more than the total
student body.Now there are approximately 450 students enrolled.
The need for qualified Christian teachers has spurred the founding
of a Christian teacher training institution,slated to open in 2009.

The conference opened in the delightful setting ofNWU-
Potchefstroom’s art gallery.Samson Makhado (Association for
Christian Schools International,South Africa) served as master of
ceremonies, and NWU Rector Annette Combrink welcomed the
delegates. Isaac Mutua,CPCHEA director, gave a presentation on
CPCHEA and IAPCHE.Derrick Mashau (Faculty ofTheology,
NWU) delivered the opening address, Raising the Flag for Christian
Education in Africa, discussing several reasons for raising awareness,
the vision ofCHE that must be forwarded and practical ways to
accomplish our goals.

The next day Moira Chimombo (Sub-Saharan Africa Family
Enrichment,Malawi),Makhado, and Godfrey Nguru (Daystar
Univeristy, Kenya) presented papers on Christian schools and
teacher training in Southern Africa.John Scholz (The Harvest
Institute, South Africa) provided a rousing presentation outlining
the many Biblical reasons for supporting Christian education and
stressed the importance ofpartnerships. That evening Combrink
hosted a marvelous feast during which the campus choir sang.
Afterwards, Nick Lantinga,IAPCHE Executive Director, intro-
duced IAPCHE and its regional development plan.

On day three, Geoff Beech (National Institute for Christian
Education, Australia) led devotions, Makhado spoke about the
encroachment ofsecularism and postmodernism,and Christo
Landman (Commissioner ofHuman Rights and Cultural
Minorities, South Africa) addressed legal issues. Afterwards, dele-
gates discussed historical and contemporary perspectives on
Christian schooling on the African continent,current challenges,
and the role of IAPCHE and CPCHEA.

Conference hosts
The North-West University is a newly merged institution since

January 2004 with three campuses at Potchefstroom,Mafikeng, and
Vanderbijlpark. The Potchefstroom Campus (founded in 1869) is
the largest,and the head office of the University is situated at this
location. With its merged status the North-West University became
one of the largest universities in South Africa with approximately
32,000 students (full-time and distance education students).The
Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education (PU for
CHE) developed out ofthe Theological School of the Reformed
Churches in South Africa (GKSA).The founders of the
Theological School decided that education would also be offered to
prospective teachers and to persons without any particular profes-
sion in mind with their studies. PU for CHE was the institution
that organized the 1975 conference that eventually led to the form-
ing of IAPCHE.

IAPCHE/CPCHEA r ole
CPCHEA is the regional expression ofIAPCHE in Africa.
CPCHEA originated at a conference organized by the Heidelberg
Institute for Christian Higher Education and held on the campus of
the University of Venda,South Africa,in January 2000.Discussions
by the conferees at that conference, while recognizing the invalu-
able role of existing institutions, and especially the wide network of
theological institutions, indicated a need for some type ofperma-
nent body to facilitate the development ofChristian higher educa-
tion in all academic disciplines and to provide a mechanism by
which such endeavors can be linked for mutual support and
encouragement.

Lantinga and Mutua encouraged delegates to form “global partner-
ships for Africanisation not Africanism.” Dubbing the association a
“prophetic voice with services,” they reminded delegates of the ser-
vices ofCPCHEA and IAPCHE (in addition to conferences):
- Online directory of members
- Periodical newsletter
- Free Online:African Journal ofTransformational Scholarship
- E-articles and e-books
- Global CHE Research project (See article pages 1,6.)
- Faculty enrichment programs

The idea for a conference for the southern part of Africa came
after Lantinga and Mutua conducted a “listening tour”in 2007.
Noting the large distances within the continent,members suggested
conferences in sub-regions ofthe continent:Western, Eastern,
Central,and Southern. The hope is to organize an All-Africa
Conference after each sub-region holds a conference.

Planning committee
Organizers for the Raising the Flagconference included IAPCHE
board member Mashau,Gavin Brittenny (The Harvest Institute),
and Linda Styger (NWU Centre for Faith and Scholarship).

Resolutions
As representatives of three professional groups, conference dele-
gates concurred that each group has work to do in the mission of
Christian schooling. Institutions ofCHE must make an under-
standing ofthe Biblical narrative part of teacher training;address
Biblical anthropology, epistemology and axiology;develop curricu-
lum and methodology;dialogue and lobby for a good relationship
with the state;also prepare Christians who will work in state
schools;and develop helpful cooperative relationships.

Raising the Flag of Christian Higher Education for Christian Schooling
continued from page 1

continued on page 6



within all the arts and sciences. Those establishing new institutions
of Christian higher education and those struggling to regain a
Biblical perspective have much to learn from each other.

Each of the targeted regions encompasses a great diversity of cul-
tures spread over a broad land area.Though each region has a dif-
ferent history of IAPCHE involvement,we believe we can accom-
plish significant growth in all three regions within a common
administrative framework typified by support, stewardship, account-
ability, and sustainability.

The RDP’s history starts with Conference 2000,when IAPCHE
made significant steps to both recognize current trends and adapt
the Association’s structure to a changing membership. One of the
most important structural changes was to tie the board of directors
to five specific regions and mandate that their election be based on
votes cast from their respective regions. Four years later the board
accepted the Regional Development Initiative, which provided
guidelines for regional associations.

The RDP extends the Regional Development Initiative, builds on
recent IAPCHE initiatives in specific regions, and incorporates
ongoing research of global Christian higher education (see article
on page 9).It will provide guidance and development targets for
our regional and executive directors and a basis for IAPCHE’s lead-
ership and supporting community to evaluate our ongoing efforts
to promote Christian higher education around the world.

IAPCHE has seen a significant growth of Christian higher educa-
tion internationally.Anecdotal evidence is supported by our increas-
es in memberships. Since 2000,IAPCHE has grown from 330 to
more than 750 individual members,with much of this growth
occurring over the last few years.Since 2004,IAPCHE has grown
from approximately 511 to 759 individual members and from 46 to
59 institutional members.Nearly all of this growth has come from
Africa,Asia/Oceania,and Latin America.

In response to these developments, the board has outlined a five-
year regional development plan which outlines its purpose, explains
the background and need for regional development,establishes
goals for research, promotion,programming, administration, and
membership, identifies the resources required to meet these goals,
and develops a sustainable financial model.

Particulars of the RDP include plans for new promotional materials
and updated regional websites as well as strategies for increasing
membership. It aims for the enrollment of169 institutions and
1066 individuals over the five-year campaign.And it recommends
that regional programming focus on faculty enrichment programs
(FEP) and regional conferences that stimulate reflection on the
nature and task ofBiblically faithful Christian higher education.
The first FEP will be held in Bangalore,India,Nov. 3-8,2008.(See
article on page 1.)

The board approved the RDP at their June meeting and will evalu-
ate the level of support at their December meeting. Currently
Executive Director Nick Lantinga is soliciting financial support for
the plan.IAPCHE seeks to secure at least fifty percent of the total
amount needed for new pledges ($119,890) by the end of

December 2008 and the balance by March 2009.If we do not
achieve these targets, we will need to scale back the efforts outlined
in the proposal.

IAPCHE seeks to connect Christians around the world with their
most important resource: each other. As we move forward into
more intentional and intensive regional development,you can help:
- Pray for the regional directors;
- Refer potential supporters and members,both institutional and
individual;

- Use IAPCHE services—the web directory,newsletters, faculty
enrichment programs, conferences, and books—and tell your col-
leagues about them.

The RDP document entitled “Equipping the Next Christians:The
Development ofIAPCHE Worldwide with an Emphasis on the
Regional Development Plans for Africa,Asia/Oceania and Latin
America”is available at www.iapche.org/RDP-Narrative.pdf.

R E G I O N A L D E V E L O P M E N T
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Development Plan Targets 
Global South and East

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE who advise the Secretariat

regarding regional developments.
Africa Region - Prof. Godfrey Nguru

Vice-Chancellor, Daystar University
vc@daystar.ac.ke

Asia/Oceania Region - Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President, Donduk Women’s University

bongson@snu.ac.kr

Europe Region - Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

rector@srph.ru

Latin America Region - Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus of Church and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America, and IMDELA
smrooy@aol.com

North America Region - Dr. Richard Gathro
Assistant to the President, Dean, Nyack College

richard.gathro@nyack.edu

continued from page 1

Institutions oftheological training must define the church; teach
against dualism;allow the Holy Spirit to lead the church; research
African Christology;be contextually relevant;address the need for
mentorship and theological studies;train people for ministry at the
grassroots level;and address missional (Reformational) theology—
equipping the whole church to respond to the cultural mandate.

Christian schools need teachers with a Biblical worldview and edu-
cational practice. To that end,they must encourage teacher mentor-
ing, support conferences for church leaders;initiate awareness and
training;promote courses in how to integrate effectively;make help-
ful connections with ASCI,CPCHEA,and IAPCHE;and keep
exploring the question:What really is a Christian school?

Delegates noted that the growing need for well-trained Christian
teachers in Africa is cause to give thanks, of course, for it is the
result ofthe proliferation of Christian schooling there. They were
also thankful for the opportunity provided by the conference to
shoulder the burden of this need with one another and returned
home encouraged.

Southern Africa Conference
continued from page 5
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Evangelical Theological Seminary (ETS)
OSIJEK,CROATIA—From its humble beginning in 1972 in the
basement ofa local church in Zagreb, former Yugoslavia,the
Evangelical Theological Seminary (ETS) is now considered the flag-
ship among evangelical schools in Eastern Europe. Established to
train pastors and lay persons in biblical and theological studies, ETS
was one ofthe few Protestant theological institutions to be opened
under Communism anywhere in Central or Eastern Europe or the
former Soviet Union.Restrictions on religious freedom elsewhere
in the region made ETS a strategic center for those seeking
advanced ministerial training.

Thirty-five years later, hundreds ofgraduates now minister on all
continents and in more than 40 nations. The seminary serves over
40 full-time and 200 part-time students who represent eighteen
countries and nine denominations.

ETS also initiated theological education by extension in several
post-Communist countries in Eastern Europe and today some of
these extension centers have developed into residential schools.
ETS is recognized by the Croatian Government and along with
ministerial training;the Seminary has the unique privilege of pro-
viding theological education for schoolteachers who are then quali-
fied to teach religion in public schools. Additionally,ETS has
received government recognition for being a leader in Christian
higher education and for “its unique contribution to society and
culture.”

ETS offers correspondence studies and undergraduate, masters and
doctoral programs. Courses are taught in English.Graduate stu-
dents may do research in Croatian and other languages, provided
resources are adequate and qualified mentors are available in that
language.

The Evangelical Theological Seminary is an international,interde-
nominational institution ofhigher education dedicated to training
Christian workers to serve church and society in the post-commu-
nist world, particularly in Eastern and Central Europe and the for-
mer Soviet Union.It is dedicated to providing quality, Biblically
based,theological education from an evangelical perspective and
committed to training theologians, pastors, evangelists, teachers,
and missionaries. This is accomplished through classroom instruc-
tion, seminars,independent supervised study,development ofcom-
munity life, exercise ofpractical ministry,education by extension,
specialized institutes, and sponsorship of conferences in partner-
ship with existing and emerging Christian movements in these
countries.

ETS distinctives include strong transdenominational awareness and
interdenominational dialogue;multicultural,multi-ethnic education;
relevance to modern society;academic excellence;and Christian
spiritual formation. Its facilities include five buildings and housing
for 110 students. For more information, see www.evtos.hr.

Food for the Hungry
PHOENIX, USA—Food for the Hungry is an international relief
and development organization that answers God’s call to meet the
physical and spiritual needs ofthe poor in more than 26 countries.
Founded in 1971 by Dr. Larry Ward, Food for the Hungry exists to
help individuals reach their God-given potential.

In developing countries on nearly every continent,Food for the
Hungry works with churches, leaders and families to provide the

resources they need to help their communities become self-sustain-
ing. When disasters strike, Food for the Hungry is often one ofthe
first organizations on the ground to provide and facilitate emer-
gency relief assistance to those in urgent need offood,shelter, and
medical care.Ministry staff members are also immersed in hun-
dreds ofdeveloping communities around the world, implementing
long-term development programs such as agriculture training, clean
water and food security programs, church development,child devel-
opment,nutrition education and HIV/AIDS care and prevention.

Food for the Hungry also recruits and equips people in the U.S. to
serve the poor and help transform their lives. They can serve
through a variety ofministries, including Hunger Corps, Short-
Term Team Ministry, Volunteer Ministry,Artist Program,Student
Ministries, and Child Sponsorship. In addition,there are opportuni-
ties for overseas academic and internship programs for college and
graduate students.

Benjamin K. Homan is president ofFood for the Hungry United
States, and Randy Hoag is president ofFood for the Hungry
International.For more information, visit www.fh.org.

Ontario Christian School 
Teachers Association
ANCASTER,CANADA—The Ontario Christian School Teachers
Association is a community of professional Christian school educa-
tors from the province ofOntario, Canada,working to equip and
enable its members to provide Christ-centered education.

OCSTA is the only organization of its kind serving professional
Christian educators in Christian day schools in Ontario. It has a
membership of about 900 full and part-time educators that includes
teachers on leave,associate members,and honorary members.
Although the majority ofits members teach in the schools affiliated
with the organization known as the Ontario Alliance ofChristian
Schools (OACS),membership is also open to educators who work
in other Christian day schools.

Organized in 1954,OCSTA (then OCTA) was begun to promote
the profession ofChristian schoolteacher by initiating discussions
around the direction for Christian education and by encouraging
the development ofChristian curriculum.Originally, these discus-
sion groups were held on Saturdays. However, in due time, given
the growth of the Christian school movement and the increase in
the number ofteachers,it became obvious that a more structured
convention would benefit the larger group. In 1964,two OCSTA
conventions were held,a constitution was adopted,a Board was
elected and members started paying their dues.

Until the mid-80’s,OCSTA was run by volunteer committees who
did ground work and advised the Board on matters related to
Christian teaching. One of the most important was the Credentials
Committee, mandated to establish criteria for a Christian Teacher
Certificate (now known as the Christian School Teacher’s
Certificate).Today, this certificate has become a distinctive qualifi-
cation for teachers in OACS schools and is often a requirement for
employment.

Besides organizing the annual convention,OCSTA deals with edu-
cational trends, contractual concerns, accreditation and other mat-
ters related to professional development.Offices are located in
Ancaster. For more information, see www.ocsta.org.

I N T R O D U C T I O N S
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Tomás Téllez Ruiz, Department of International Relations,
Polytechnic University of Nicaragua
From September 2007 through June 2008,I studied at a secular
university in Spain.I was enjoying a scholarship for work on a mas-
ter’s degree in peace and conflict resolution.Though I had a very
good and interesting experience from an academic point ofview, I
was struck by the difference between an approach focused on
Christian education and one that focused entirely on scientific per-
spectives.

I am a member ofthe board of a Christian university, the
Polytechnic University of Nicaragua (UPOLI).In developing the
teaching strategy of UPOLI, the board has given high priority to
the formation of our students’Christian values—such as honesty,
service, and love for one’s neighbors—all based on the model,
teachings and challenge of Jesus Christ.We see the forging ofpro-
fessional skills in our students as a means to bring about national
development that serves humankind,as a part of the strengthening
of the Kingdom ofGod. I take for granted this approach in higher
education.

Nevertheless, I found a completely different environment at this
secular university, where the focus was exclusively upon scientific
approaches. The students there are never exposed to biblical values
or challenges;rather, such things are skipped with the argument
that this is not a chapel or church. I remember one teacher saying,
“I like to study forgiveness;I want to deepen my research in this
area,but not that type of forgiveness from the religious perspective,
but from the scientific perspective.” I wonder how we can study
forgiveness without taking into account the greatest model offor-
giveness:that of our Lord Jesus Christ from the cross.

I also had the opportunity to lead the Christian Student Biblical
Group for several months. I was surprised at the small number of
students interested in exploring a biblical perspective on their lives;
out of 1,200 students, only four to six attended each weekly meet-
ing. And,one of their primary concerns was the importance ofnot
giving the impression ofproselytizing on campus, which was con-
sidered inappropriate.

These are just two examples ofthe difference in approach that a
Christian higher institution has and the difference that we can make
in the minds and hearts of our students. At UPOLI, we have the
freedom ofciting and studying the Bible and analyzing the academ-
ic and scientific approaches from a Biblical,Christian perspective.
Our lives and the world around us only have meaning and make
sense when considered in the perspective of the Kingdom ofGod
and his mission ofsalvation to humankind and the entire creation.
That is why, when this approach is missing, we cannot help but feel
a vacuum,a lack of holistic perspective.

I thank God for institutions ofChristian higher education that
make us understand science and the creation as a part of the great-
ness ofGod and a part of his love to bring about redemption to all
human beings.

Tomás Téllez Ruiz, Departamento de Relaciones Internacionales,
Universidad Politecnica De Nicaragua
De Septiembre 2007 a Junio, 2008,tuve la experiencia de un año de
estudios académicos en una Universidad secular en España.Me
encontraba disfrutando de una beca para una Maestría en paz y
gerenciación pacífica de conflictos. Aunque fue una experiencia muy
buena e interesante desde el punto de vista académico, puedo ahora
sentir la diferencia entre un abordamiento enfocado en la educación
cristiana,y el enfocado meramente en perspectivas científicas.

Como miembro de la directiva de una Universidad cristiana,la
Universidad Politécnica de Nicaragua (UPOLI),tenemos como pri-
oridad en nuestra estrategia docente, la formación de nuestros estu-
diantes en valores cristianos, tales como la honestidad,el amor al
prójimo y la búsqueda del bienestar de otros, basados en el modelo,
enseñanzas y desafío de Cristo. Vemos el forjamiento de habilidades
profesionales en nuestros estudiantes como un medio para contribuir
al desarrollo nacional a favor de las grandes mayorías, como parte del
fortalecimiento del reino de Dios. Doy por sentado este abordamien-
to de la educación superior.

Sin embargo,encontré un ambiente totalmente diferente en esta uni-
versidad europea,totalmente enfocado  en aproximaciones científi-
cas;los estudiantes jamás se confrontan con valores o desafíos bíbli-
cos;más que eso, más bien se les evaden,bajo el argumento de que
no se está en una capilla o en una iglesia.Recuerdo a un maestro
diciendo:“me gustaría estudiar sobre el perdón y profundizar mi
investigación en esta área;pero no el tipo de perdón religioso, sino
desde la perspectiva científica”.Me pregunto cómo se puede estudi-
ar el perdón sin tomar en cuenta el más sublime modelo de perdón:
el de nuestro Señor Jesucristo desde la cruz.

Tuve también la oportunidad de dirigir el Grupo Universitario de
Estudio Bíblico por varios meses;para mi sorpresa,era un grupo
muy reducido de estudiantes interesados en tener una perspectiva
bíblica en sus vidas y actividades académicas;de 1,200 estudiantes, el
grupo solía tener una asistencia de 4 a 6 estudiantes por semana;y
muchos de ellos estaban siempre enfatizando el punto de ser muy
cuidadosos para no dar la imagen de que estábamos proselitizando en
la universidad,ya que no se considera apropiado.

Estos son tan solo dos ejemplos de la diferencia que hace el enfoque
de una institución cristiana de educación superior y la diferencia que
podemos hacer en las mentes y corazones de nuestros estudiantes.
De regreso en la UPOLI,me doy cuenta que tenemos la libertad de
citar y estudiar la Biblia y analizar los abordamientos académicos y
científicos desde la perspectiva bíblica y cristiana.El enfoque desde
la limitada perspectiva de una vida y del presente orden,cobra signifi-
cado y sentido solamente cuando es considerado en la perspectiva del
Reino de Dios y su misión de salvación a la humanidad y a la creación
entera.Es por ello que, cuando este abordamiento falta,no podemos
evitar sentir un vacío, una falta de perspectiva integral.

Doy gracias a Dios por la educación superior cristiana que nos hace
entender la ciencia y la creación como parte de la grandeza de Dios
y parte de su amor para llevar a cabo la redención de todo ser
humano.

A Different Environment

CHE Forum is designed to assist our members to reflect on the implications of our Christian worldview for our task as educators. This
essay is the fourth to appear. We invite similar essays and/or responses that focus on the practice ofteaching from a Christian perspective.
For subsequent issues ofContact, submit essays of approximately 900 words to iapche@dordt.edu.

Un Ambiente Diferente



As reported in the March 2008 issue ofContact, IAPCHE director
Nick Lantinga,board member Joel Carpenter (Director ofThe
Nagel Institute for World Christianity at Calvin College) and mem-
ber Perry Glanzer (associate professor at Baylor University) are
presently engaged in a research project in which they are compiling
information on international Christian colleges and universities.
Stage 1,a pilot study focusing on Christian institutions in post-
comunist countries ofeast-central Europe, and Stage 2,the integra-
tion of two extensive databeses, are now completed.

Currently, they have listings ofover 450 Christian colleges and uni-
versities outside ofNorth America.During Stage 3,they are com-
piling the findings into a database which will feature contact infor-
mation (e.g., address, phone, e-mail address, web address, etc.),and
where possible, other basic data obtained through individual institu-
tions’and broader agencies’web sites and publications. We will list
such information as:(1) year began,(2) denominational affiliation,
(3) enrollment,(4) courses ofstudy and degree programs, and (5)
language of instruction.

Student Assistants
Students working on the research project include Helen van Beek
and Chris Kuiper from Dordt College as well as Kellie Lewis from
Baylor University. Chris Kuiper is currently a senior business
administration major at Dordt College.He is looking forward to
working with IAPCHE on this project in order to gain some inter-
national experience as well as see first hand how an organization
like IAPCHE operates. “I am excited to have this opportunity to
work on this research project with IAPCHE;I believe correspond-
ing with all ofthese international institutions will be a great way to
learn some global communication skills and problem solving which
are going to be increasingly important in today’s globalized world. It
is also exciting to be working on a research project that will hope-
fully have a great impact in spreading and strengthening Christian
higher education.” Chris is originally from Luverne, Minnesota and
plans to graduate in May 2009.

Helen van Beek was born in the Netherlands and moved to Sioux
Center, Iowa with her family in 2000.She is now a junior at Dordt
College,majoring in music education and piano performance.
Besides playing piano, clarinet,and organ,she also enjoys horse
back riding and reading. Helen has been working for IAPCHE for
two years and has gained much insight in international collabora-
tion. She hopes the research project will strengthen the network of
Christian scholars around the world so that they can all benefit
from each other’s work.

Kellie Lewis is a graduate student at Baylor University currently
working towards a master’s degree in curriculum and instruction.“I
have taken an interest in international education, so compiling
information and learning about international Christian universities
has been an enjoyable experience.” Kellie is from Colleyville, Texas,
and plans to teach elementary school and work as a reading special-
ist following her graduation is August 2009.

The Global Christian Higher Education 
Research Project needs your help!
As part of the research project,e-mail surveys will be sent to
Christian colleges and universities to gather more information
about the nature of their Christian identity and commitment.The
information will be compiled into six regional reports, one each for
Africa,East Asia,Southeast Asia/Oceania,Europe, Latin America,
and North America.The data will also provide the basis for a
future edited book on the state and growth of Christian higher
education around the world. If your institution receives one of
these e-mails, please take the time to fill out the short survey.In
addition,as basic information about each institution is compiled in
the database, it will be published on the iapche.org website under
the “research” tab. Please check to see ifwe have included the
Christian colleges or universities in your region.If an institution is
not on the list and you feel it should be, please e-mail 
iapcheresearch@dordt.edu.By taking the time to fill out the survey
you are not only helping this research project but are also opening
your institution to more possibilities to connect with other
Christian colleges, universities, people and resources. Together we
can strengthen the support of all Christian higher educational insti-
tutions around the world.
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Global Christian Higher Education Research Project in Stage 3

Types of IAPCHE Membership

n Indi vidual members are scholars and educators who subscribe to
the Purpose and Basis of the Association and agree to promote it in
their academic pursuits.Dues are $35U.S. a year; however, this fee is
waived for individuals who are unable to pay. Individual members are
voting members.

n Institutional members are institutions, foundations, and agencies
engaged in Christian higher education.Admission to membership is
granted by the Executive Committee.Institutional members are
expected to support IAPCHE financially and are entitled to receive a
copy of the annual financial report.

n Affiliate members are non-degree-granting agencies serving
Christian higher education that would benefit from membership and

could assist IAPCHE in developing its network.They have declared
agreement with IAPCHE's Purpose and Basis and contribute $50U.S.
annual membership dues.

n Consulting members are associations that seek to develop and 
promote Christian higher education worldwide.Contact with these
associations can be of mutual benefit to both IAPCHE and the 
consulting member.

n Associate members are supporting individuals, foundations, or 
corporations who are not actively engaged in scholarly or academic
activity but, because of their commitment to Christian higher 
education, provide IAPCHE with financial support.Associate sup-
porters contribute at least $1000U.S. a year to the work of the
Association, and associate donors donate $200-999U.S. to the
Association.They are encouraged to share their insights with
IAPCHE.

Call for Papers - Europe Conference
continued from page 1
of papers from different areas ofthe world.

If you would like to consult the programme before registering,
please look at our website as well. If you have questions that are not
answered by the website, feel free to contact us. The hosting com-
mittee is committed to answering your questions within 14 days.

I sincerely hope that you will reserve April 20-23 to join me—and
many others—to think and talk,meet old friends, get acquainted
with new people, and enjoy fellowship!

Suzan de With-Bloemendaal
Member ofthe Hosting Committee, IAPCHE Europe Conference

April 20-23 2009,Biezenmortel,The Netherlands



Why Join IAPCHE?
IAPCHE is a group of scholars from around the world seeking to
claim “every square inch and every split second”for Jesus Christ.

IAPCHE reports activities ofChristian higher education worldwide
in the Contact newsletter.

IAPCHE organizes conferences—regional and international.

IAPCHE plans Faculty Enrichment Programs to train professors to
become teachers that are more effective,to better relate our faith to
the subject matter, and to optimize Christian leadership on 
campuses.

The Faith and Learning Network is an electronic bibliography and
delivery system that ICS (Toronto) developed with IAPCHE’s sup-
port.

IAPCHE publishes papers written by like-minded scholars in its
proceedings.

IAPCHE members are listed in an interactive web directory.

IAPCHE works to find ways in which Christian higher education
can assist in the work of Christian education in general,especially
in the training ofChristian schoolteachers.

Indi viduals and affiliates can enroll online at www.iapche.org.
Institutions should request an application from theoffice.

Note the types of IAPCHE
membership are explained on
page 9.

If you have the opportunity to dis-
tribute an attractive paper leaflet that
includes the above informaiton,con-
tact the international office at
iapche@dordt.edu.

I am an 
IAPCHE member,
what next?
Encourage other scholars from
around the world seeking to claim
“every square inch and every split
second”for Jesus Christ.

Report your activities and/or submit
your paper for inclusion in the
Contact newsletter.

Attend and/or  present at an
IAPCHE regional or worldwide con-
ferences.

Participate as a delegate and/or offer
your services as a resource person  in
a Faculty Enrichment Program.

Use the Faith and Learning Network
in your research and/or submit a
citation for this bibliography and
delivery system.

Vote for your regional members on
the IAPCHE board.

Locate scholars in a certain disci-
pline, region,country,or institution
with the interactive web directory.

Assist in connecting Christian higher
education to the work of Christian
education in general,especially in the
training ofChristian school teachers.
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Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau
North-west University
PO Box 20004
Noordbrug 2522
Republic Of South Africa
Phone:27-18-299-1848
Fax:27-18-294-8952
kwstdm@puk.ac.za 
(Term expires December 2010)

Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018,India
Phone:91-422-221-1840
Fax:91-422-221-8738
csibacas@gmail.com
(Term expires December 2010)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
Prof. Dr. G. A. Lindeboom
Institute, Postbus 224,
6710 BE Ede  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 318-696333
Fax:(31) 318-696334
lindinst@che.nl
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2008)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2008)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison
Southland College
120 Herring Road
Eastwood,NSW 2122 Australia
Mobile:(61) 400 810 466
Office:(61) 2 9889 1633
Fax:(61) 2 9889 1644
principal@southland.edu.au
(Term expires December 2008)

Rev.Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
Károli Gáspár University 
Szolnoki út 2 
Nagykôrös, h-2750
Hungary
Phone:36-53-351-393
Fax:36-53-351-393
sarolta.fn@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2010)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College,3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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UPOLI designs program for
sports trainers
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—Nicaragua has a new National
Physical Education School,thanks to the collaborative efforts of
the Polytechnic University of Nicaragua (UPOLI) and the
Nicaraguan Sports Institute. The school,which opened in February,
will train Technical Diploma holders in physical education, provid-
ing colleges and institutes with qualified sports trainers.UPOLI
President Emerson Pérez Sandoval said UPOLI took part enthusi-
astically in the technical and methodological design ofthe program
and encouraged the new students to “strive,not only for medals,
but to help Nicaraguan society, especially Nicaraguan youth,to
improve their quality oflife through sports.”

Fowler teaching in South Africa
EAST LONDON, SOUTH AFRICA—Stuart and Joy Fowler will
spend most ofSeptember and October in South Africa,where
Stuart will be working with the Faculty ofCommerce and
Management at the University of Fort Hare.He will serve as
adjunct professor in the Development Studies Department,pre-
senting a package of seminars consisting ofa core seminar on Re-
defining Development followed by seminars on different aspects of
development.He will also present at a university-organized
International Conference ofSmall and Medium Business
Enterprises. He writes, “Here we are able to promote a vision of
Africa leading the way to an authentic human development that is
based on our faith but expressed in the language of common dis-
course.” His appointment is just one result ofa friendship devel-
oped through networking with Prof. Thakhathi, a Christian who is
now Executive Dean ofthe Faculty ofManagement and
Commerce at the University.

Nirmala Jeyaraj Joins Asian Institute
MADURAI, INDIA— Nir mala Jeyaraj, principal ofLady Doak
College joins the Asian Institute ofthe United Board for Christian
Higher Education in Asia,Hong Kong. Jeyaraj,who has served
Lady Doak College in different academic and administrative capaci-
ties, will be an asset to CHEin the international arena as she
assumes this new position.

Honest talk about AIDS
LUSAKA,ZAMBIA—In August of2007,the Paul B. Henry
Institute co-sponsored and participated in a conference in Lusaka,
Zambia on The Effects ofthe AIDS Pandemic and Poverty on Church Life
in Sub-Saharan Africa: Stewardship Implications. The event was coordi-
nated by the NetAct and the African Society for the Study of
Reformed Communities at Justo Mwale Theological College.Many
of the attendees were pastors and professors who live and work in
southern African countries. Participants spoke honestly about the
ways churches have addressed AIDS and poverty, saying some
areignoring the issues or speaking about them only in vague terms,
while some are taking the responsibility to organize volunteers,cre-
ating programs to care for orphans, providing home-based care for
those afflicted with the disease, and developing community schools
for those who cannot afford the expenses ofpublic school.Many
concluded that the Christian church needs to more publicly
acknowledge HIV/AIDS, and that those who are healthy may not
ignore the problems ofthose who are affected.Papers can be
downloaded at
http://academic.sun.ac.za/tsv/Centres/NetAct/Lusaka%20
2007/Conferences_2007.htm.

Avant lectures at Yonok University
YAMPANG, THAILAND—Dr . Gayle Avant, associate professor
of political science at Baylor University (Waco, USA),visited Yonok
University in Yampang, Thailand,in July to lecture on the U.S. pres-
idential election.On behalfof the American Thai Foundation,
Avant also awarded a scholarship to a Yonok University student,
making the presentation at the university’s Christian Student Center.
(See picture above.)

ARP launches philosophy website
SOEST, THE NETHERLANDS—The Association for
Reformational Philosophy recently launched a new website about
Christian philosophy at www.christelijkefilosofie.nl.The site is cur-
rently in the Dutch language but will soon also be available in
English (click on the English flag).Users can now easily find the
information they seek.In addition to written works on Christian
philosophy, the site offers podcasts, short videos, and lectures, all
with the aim ofmaximizing the availability of information on
Christian philosophy and reformed philosophy in particular.
Visitors are invited to submit suggestions ofwritings to include
which are not yet available. The Association hopes the site will help
Christian philosophers around the world connect with the
Association’s work in the Netherlands.

Overwhelmed by needs in Myanmar
YANGON, MYANMAR—David Lian, academic dean ofActs
Bible College,writes ofthe continuing challenge of meeting needs
in Myanmar in the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis, which devastated
much of the country in May. “Our students are very tired of recon-
structing homes for homeless people. But,we praise the Lord for
this great chance to help with the needy.By the grace ofGod we
have built 37 houses for homeless people so far. God is good and
our work is successful through the dedication of generous people
like you.”

Lian says this work is “just the beginning,” he says. He asks for
funds to purchase engines for plowing, warning of continuing
deaths from hunger if the plowing cannot be accomplished.People
are collecting garbage and eating contaminated crabs in their
attempts to survive.“We saw five children die during building hous-
es,” he says. “This is a heart-grieving time that many become psy-
chologically affected,not to know what to do next.” He also seeks
funds to build nursery schools in 20 villages, at a cost of$3000
each. If you would like to help, see the online IAPCHE directory
for contact information for Lian.
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CCCU launches Career Center
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—Member institutions ofthe Council
of Christian Colleges and Universities now possess a powerful
new tool for recruiting and hiring faculty and staff. CCCU’s new
website provides a feature-rich yet simple-to-use Career Center to
better meet the association’s hiring needs.

The Career Center has been the most trafficked section ofthe web-
site since its launch in August.With a host ofnew improvements
such as a continually growing resume database, new job alerts, and
custom searches, the Career Center better connects campuses and
job seekers.

Chief among the improvements made to the Career Center is the
ability for career seekers to submit their resume or C.V. to the site’s
database, allowing campuses to actively seek out the right candi-
dates, in addition to posting open positions. While there will be a
small fee for posting job announcements (a discount for multiple
postings applies),the CCCU Career Center will remain more
affordable than other leading job boards.

Goudzwaard calls for conversion
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS—On May 29,2008,the
symposium Hope in Troubled Timeswas held at the Free University
of Amsterdam. Organized by the Foundation for Reformational
Philosophy and the Free University, the event focused on the book
by Dr. Bob Goudzwaard bearing the same title. The main speaker
was Goudzwaard himself, with Bas de Gaaij Fortmann,Govert
Buijs, Rein Willems, and Martine van Meekeren-Vonk responding.
Goudzwaard spoke of the positive and negative sides ofglobaliza-
tion and the danger of progress without regard for the preservation
of the world and the well-being ofall of its inhabitants. Solutions
to poverty require the kind ofgiving that demands conversion,for
both Christian and non-Christian;“But as you know, for a Christian
conversion is a devil of a job,” he said.“A person must first be
converted to becoming a Christian,but as a Christian he or she
must be converted to becoming human.”

Krygsman appointed director
SIOUX CENTER,USA—Dordt College recently appointed Dr.
Hubert Krygsmandirector of its Andreas Center for
Reformational Scholarship and Service. The Center will focus on
providing funding for projects and initiatives to assist the Dordt
College community in carrying out its mission oftransmitting and
developing serviceable insight for God’s glory.Krygsman also
serves the college as professor ofhistory.

Seminar joins North American 
and Asian artists
BALI, INDONESIA—Eight art professors from CCCU institu-
tions joined together with 12 Asian artists in Indonesia June 8-23,
2008,for the Christianity & the Visual Arts seminar. The two-week
program was offered by the Council for Christian Colleges &
Universities (CCCU) and Calvin College’s Nagel Institute for the
Study of World Christianity.

“The purpose ofthese seminars is twofold: to push North
American Christian intellectuals out into the new Christian frontiers
of the global South and East so they can learn from eminent
Christian thinkers from these regions;and to engage Christian
scholars from those regions in common learning, research and cre-
ative work,” says Joel Carpenterof Calvin College (MI).

The seminar leaders were Judo Poerwowidagdo, president emeritus
of Duta Wacana University in Yogyakarta,and a founder ofthe
Asian Christian Artists Association; and Nyoman Darsane, another
leader ofthe ACAA and ofthe Bali Christian Artists Association.
The time was divided between Yogyakarta and Bali.

Now that the seminar has concluded,each participant is working
on a piece ofart or a written reflection on “The Many Languages
of Faith in the Visual Arts” that responds to their time together.
These works will be consolidated to produce a traveling visual arts
exhibition featuring participants’work and an accompanying inter-
pretive catalog.

Hurricanes flood Haiti
CROIX-DES-BOUQUETS, HAITI —Pastor Fanier Justima of
Grace Evangelical Theological Seminary (STEG) emailed to
report, “You know Haiti is flooded by Hurricanes Gustav, Hannah,
and Ike. There are many deaths and victims;we are very busy in the
rural and urban areas ofHaiti to bring relief and support to the
victims.” Visit the website ofSTEG and Queensland University
for more information: www.uqstegnetwork.org.

School loses lawsuit against university
LOS ANGELES, USA—A lawsuit brought against the University
of California by the Association for Christian Schools International
and Calvary Chapel Christian School has been rejected by a
California court. The case alleged that UC discriminated against pri-
vate religious schools by denying recognition of college preparatory
courses taught by religious high schools, “merely because the cours-
es are taught from a religious perspective.” The judge ruled,“UC
demonstrated a rational basis for rejecting Calvary Christian’s
English,history, government and religion courses and did not dis-
play animus toward the school or its Christian doctrines,” and that
“the university’s policy was constitutional.”

Robert Tyler, the lawyer representing the school,the ACSI and its
member schools, said he was disappointed in the ruling but that
they would appeal to a higher court. The case arose when UC did
not accept credit from certain courses taught at Calvary Chapel.
The school alleges that is because ofa bias against the nature of
religious education and calls it unconstitutional viewpoint discrimi-
nation. “But,” notes David Masci,a senior research fellow at the
Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life,“no one is questioning the
right of Calvary Chapel to teach what they want to teach. But what
the case says is that when you do that, there may be [unintended]
consequences.” (Advocates for Faith and Freedom news
release/The Los Angeles Times)

NET Foundation expands offerings
RIJSSEN, THE NETHERLANDS—The Network Education
Theology Foundation is helping the Christian University of Ede
offer a part-time program in theological pastoral work. Dr. M.J.
Paul,project leader ofthe new program,says, “There is much
interest in additional schooling in the area oftheology, but time
and traveling distance forms a major obstruction for many.”

The Foundation is also helping to establish distance theological
education in Bolivia,Colombia,Ecuador and Peru, a cooperative
project with Fundación Universitaria Seminario Biblico de
Colombia,Seminario Sudamericano, Fundación Cristiana Esteban
and other theological institutes. NET Foundation is providing
equipment,technology training, theological content,and financing.
Key to the project is the training ofinstitutional representatives in



digital education methods, in order that they may apply what they
have learned at their own institutions. Conferences and workshops
are also organized in various regions to which new potential partici-
pants (theological institutes) are invited.

Course participants continue to meet
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Participants in the West Yorkshire School
of Christian Studiescourse, The Transforming Vision: Biblical and his-
torical basics for living in the Kingdom ofGod in the 21stCentury, have
decided to continue to meet to explore how they can apply the
tools of a Reformational perspective in their occupations. The
course filled seven evening sessions over the course of14 weeks
beginning in April and was led by David Hanson.

Participant Stuart Henshaw (Project Director, Integrated Skills
Limited) writes, “As a newcomer to WYSOCS events, I had consid-
ered theology to be mostly the hobby of those with not more to do
with their time. But over the 14 weeks, I was shaken up from this
lazy thinking and confronted with the importance of‘worldview’
and how we all carry one .. . It has been the most stimulating
Christian teaching I have received for many years.”

There are plans to soon repeat the course elsewhere in Yorkshire.
For more information, write admin@wysocs.org.uk.

ICS offers more distance learning
TORONTO, CANADA—In keeping with its commitment to edu-
cation that is truly globally accessible, the Institute for Christian
Studiesis working to offer an increasing number ofcourses in dis-
tance mode. In September, ICS is offering “Reformational
Philosophy” with Senior Member Shannon Hoff, and “Curriculum:
Organizing the World for Learning” with Senior Member Doug
Blomberg. For more information, please visit
www.icscanada.edu/students/courses_distance.shtml

CHE Journal issues call for papers
COMMERCE,TEXAS, USA—Christian Higher Education (CHE)is
a refereed archival forum,which publishes papers from practition-
ers and scholars around the world in all academic disciplines and
professions. CHE solicits papers about developments being inno-
vated and tested by those engaged in the study and practice of
Christian higher education. Essays explore problems and discuss
issues in depth. Innovative projects reported are at the cutting edge
of progress and provide insights into ways and means ofimprov-
ing the modern practice ofChristian higher education. Research
papers published in the journal are clearly rooted in solid analytical
methodologies, whether quantitative or qualitative.All materials
published in CHE serve as original contributions to the growing lit-
erature in the burgeoning field of Christian higher education.

Timely reviews of subjects and books ofinterest to faculty, admin-
istrators,counselors, researchers,curriculum developers,scholars,
and others will be considered for publication. All papers,including
figures, tables, and references, must conform to the specifications
contained in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association (5th ed.,2000).Papers that do not adhere to this style
will be returned.All papers should contain an abstract (on a sepa-
rate page) which does not exceed 250 words. Email papers which
have not been submitted to other journals to Barry Lumsden,
Editor-in-Chief, at lumsden@tamu-commerce.edu.

Dr. Robert Sweetman to Serve as Acting
President of ICS
TORONTO, CANADA—The Board of the Institute for
Christian Studiesis pleased to announce the appointment ofDr.
Robert Sweetmanas Acting President ofICS, effective September
1,2008.Former President Dr. John Sukwill continue to serve ICS
until the end ofthe year, focusing his attention on a number of
special projects, as part of a leadership transition plan.

A respected scholar, and much loved by students, Dr. Sweetman
has been on faculty at ICS for seventeen years and also serves as
ICS’s Academic Dean.He brings to the role of Acting President a
deep understanding of, and enthusiasm for, the mission ofthe
Institute for Christian Studies. Sweetman,who is a historian ofphi-
losophy, taught for several years at Calvin College,in Grand Rapids,
Michigan,prior to joining ICS and has a PhD from the University
of Toronto (1988).

Suk and Sweetman request prayers for ICS during the transition
and also as the ICS community tests a new team leadership model
for running its affairs.Members of the board, faculty, and senior
staff will serve together on a committee that will examine long-
term financial models that will help keep ICS healthy long into the
future.

RACU welcomes new students
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—On September 1,the day all schools in
Russia begin the new academic year, from kindergarten through
university, the Russian American Christian University (RACU)
welcomed 40 new students. Backgrounds are diverse:

- Maxim’s father is an officer in the Russian Army.His family lived
in the far eastern part of Russia until recently.

- Sofia is the oldest ofsix children.Her father was a pastor ofa
charismatic church, but had to leave this position in order to sup-
port his family.

- Martha’s mother works in an Orthodox ministry and her father is
a deacon in the Orthodox Church.

RACU’s mission is to prepare these young Christians to be produc-
tive citizens in Russia and models ofcompetence and integrity in
their society.
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Dr. Kun Sam Lee memorial lecture
available online

The IAPCHE website now includes a transcript ofthe memorial
lecture Dr. Kun Sam Lee and Reformational Theology, given by John
C. VanderStelt in January and March at Kosin University in
Busan,South Korea,and at Evangelia University in Los Angeles,
USA. Dr. Kun Sam Lee served as the first president ofKosin
University and subsequently as president ofthe Korean
Evangelia University in Los Angeles. After an active role in
South Korean higher education, he died in January 2006.The
lecture reflects on “ways to continue, and enhance, what he, with
the help ofmany others,started decades ago.”

To read it, visit www.iapche.org and click on “Papers.”



C O N F E R E N C E S

Contact • September 200814

Editor’s note:We are pleased to announce upcoming conference
and calls for papers in Contact. To announce your conference, e-mail
the information to iapche@dordt.ecu.We will announce the confer-
ence once and include it in the Conference Reminders section in
subsequent issues as is date-appropriate.

Communicating Christianity to Kids
LEEDS, ENLAND— Missing in Action: where have the kids gone?
Communicating Christianity to youth todayis the topic ofthe upcoming
autumn conference at West Yorkshire School ofChristian Studies
(WYSOCS).The Saturday,October 4,2008, event will be held at
St.Columba United Reformed Church in Leeds and will feature
speakers Lee Jackson,Arthur Jones, Mark Roques, Amy Stock, and
Jon Swales. This conference seeks to address the critical absence of
young people in many churches. Research shows that UK Christian
population is halving every generation as the voices ofsecular cul-
ture drown out the Christian voice. Not surprisingly, many
Christians are failing to pass on their faith to their children.How
can we arm our young people to resist the secular onslaught and
help them to find and nurture a vibrant Christian faith? How can
we equip them to be ‘salt and light’to their friends and peers? This
conference is aimed at all who care passionately about the future of
Christian faith in the UK.Contact WYSOCS at
admin@wysocs.org.uk for more information and registration.

Reformed Communities on 
Calvin’s 500th Birthday
PRAGUE—The International Society for the Study of Reformed
Communities issues a call for papers for its sixth triennial confer-
ence, to be held July 5-8,2009, just before the 500th anniversary of
the birth of John Calvin.Empirical and theoretical papers on the

state of the Reformed communities throughout the world are wel-
come from all disciplines and nations. The conference will be con-
ducted in English.Accommodations and meetings will be at the
International Baptist Theological Seminary in Prague, Czech
Republic.

Paper proposals must be sent by February 1,2009,to Beau Weston
(beau.weston@centre.edu),Department of Sociology,Centre
College,Danville, KY 40422.The abstract should be two to three
paragraphs in length indicating:(1) the particular problem or ques-
tion which the paper seeks to analyze,(2) why the particular prob-
lem or questions is important to examine, and (3) how you antici-
pate trying to address or answer the problem/question raised—i.e.,
the kind ofdata to be employed or the kind ofanalysis to be done.
Finally,be sure to provide your full contact information on the
abstract itself.

The ISSRC conference is designed to be one continuous conversa-
tion. Each paper will be delivered to all other participants a month
before the conference for all to read.At the conference, we will
have only one session at a time, so all may join in the same discus-
sion.To learn more about the ISSRC or the upcoming conference,
visit http://www.calvin.edu/henry/ISSRC/ or write to Dr. Weston
at the address above.

Intelligent Design
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Next year is the Darwin double anniversary
(200 years since Darwin’s birth and 150 years since the publication
of his Origin ofSpecies). The West Yorkshire School ofChristian
Studies is planning a conference on Intelligent Design. The conference
will be a Friday evening/Saturday event on either October 23/24
or 30/31,2009. Prof. Steve Fuller ofWarwick will be one speaker.
Look for further details in future issues ofContact.

Conference Announcements

Russian Sophiology in European Culture
Moscow, Russia,October 1-5,2008, St.Andrew’s Biblical
Theological Institute, in cooperation with Ostkirchliches Institut
(Regensburg).For more information see www.standrews.ru.

Sobornost, Conciliarity and Communion: 
From Khomiakov to Zizioulas
Bose, Italy,October 23-26,2008, St.Andrew’s Biblical
Theological Institute and the Monastero di Bose;For more infor-
mation, see www.standrews.ru.

Christian Higher Education in 
the Context of Globalization
Bangalore,India,November 3-8,2008, IAPCHE and Student
Christian Movement ofIndia,Faculty Enrichment Program.For
more information see www.iapche.org.

Theological Perspectives of 
Contemporary Culture
Moscow, Russia,November 14-15,2008, St.Andrew’s Biblical
Theological Institute. For more information, see
www.standrews.ru.

Bridging the gap: integrating Christian faith and
professional practice in a pluralistic society
Biezenmortel, theNetherlands, April 20-23,2009, IAPCHE
regional conference organized by Christian University - Ede,
Reformed University - Zwolle, Driestar University - Gouda,and
Protestant Theological University - Kampen,Utrecht, Leiden.For
more information, see www.iapche2009.eu 

Faculty Development on Politics
Cape Town,RSA,June 8-22,2009,Nagel Institute ofCalvin
College and the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities.
To apply, seewww.calvin.edu/nagel.

500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth
Toronto, Canada,June 18-21,2009, Institute for Christian
Studies, University of Toronto, and the Toronto School of
Theology;contact bsweetman@icscanada.edu.

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date order
Information on these conferences was announced in a previous issue ofContact .



Anatomy of Reformation: flashes and fragments of a
reformational worldview by B.J. van der Walt ;
Potchefstroom: The Institute for Contemporary Christianity in
Africa (reprint 2008) 582 pages, ISBN: 1-86822-036-2. 
Reformational thought and action mean critical,constructive,positive
involvement in the whole of life,says van der Walt.His first eleven chapters
indicate what the idea ofreformation has meant in history, from New
Testament time to the sixteenth century. The subsequent thirteen chapters
deal with the meaning ofthe reformational model for the church, society,
politics, science, history,economics, philosophy and theology.

The Basis of Belief: A Century of Drama and Debate at
the University of Minnesota by Steven Keillor: Lakeville,
Minn.: Pogo Press (2008) 304 pages, ISBN: 978-1880654408.
The Basis ofBelieftells the story of two rival educational agendas at the
University of Minnesota:an experimental,scientific basis for knowledge
and,by contrast,a reliance on testimony,especially Christian testimony.
Keillor selects particular controversies in the history of one of America’s
largest public universities and carefully draws upon diaries, letters,published
accounts, and interviews to assess how religion affected professors and
their disciplines at the University. According to George Marsden,author of
the classic text The Soul ofthe American University, this first-ever institution-
specific account ofreligion and secularization on one college campus “doc-
uments long-forgotten episodes and issues that will be fascinating and illu-
minating to those who are familiar with the University of Minnesota,or any
state university today.”

Beyond Homelessness: Christian Faith in a Culture of
Displacement by Steven Bouma-Prediger and Brian J. Walsh;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (2008) 361 pages, ISBN: 978-
0802846921.
This book goes far beyond covering the subject ofhomelessness as the
social problem we all recognize in our cities. Mass emigrations, displaced
families, and human alienation from the earth all mark our times. In cri-
tiquing contemporary North American culture,Steven Bouma-Prediger and
Brian Walsh discuss various forms of homelessness—socioeconomic, eco-
logical,and psycho-spiritual—and creatively show how biblical attentiveness
and Christian faith can heal the profound dislocations in our society.
Ending each of their chapters with a moving biblical meditation, the
authors also interact throughout with characters and themes from current
literature and popular culture—from Salman Rushdie to Barbara
Kingsolver, from the Wizard of Oz to Bruce Cockburn.

Biblical Perspectives on Children and their Protection:
Towards a Child Theology by J.B. Jeyaraj ; Madurai, India:
Jubilee Institute (2008).
This essay examines the theological,sociological,legal and ethical dimen-
sions ofthe protection ofchildren.Designed as a discussion document for
seminars on child theology and holistic child development,the booklet
challenges readers to extend their support to the care and empowerment of
children.To order, write jublilee_education@yahoo.com.

Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises, and a
Revolution of Hope by Brian McLaren; Nashville: Thomas
Nelson (2007) 256 pages, ISBN-13: 978-0849901836. 
McLaren,a leader in the emerging church, issues a salvo of arguments for
radical hope in the face ofprofound dilemmas. He identifies the earth’s
four deep dysfunctions that have created a suicide machine:crises in pros-
perity, equity, security, and spirituality. What could change,he asks, if we
applied the message of Jesus—the good news of the kingdom ofGod—to
the world’s greatest problems? Using a close reading ofthe Gospels to
challenge conservative evangelicals’emphasis on individual salvation, not to
mention end-times theology and,by implication, the prosperity gospel,
McLaren argues for establishing a beloved community based on justice,
peace, equality, and compassion.ICS Junior Member Jon Stanley recently
conducted an interview with McLaren about this book.The interview, titled
“Why Everything Must Change,” was published in The Other Journal:An

Online Journal of Theology,Culture,and the Arts, and can be viewed at
http://www.theotherjournal.com/ (search McLaren).

The Eye is the Lamp of the Body: Worldviews and Their
Impact by B.J. van der Walt ; Potchefstroom: The Institute for
Contemporary Christianity in Africa (2008) 304 pages, ISBN 978-
1-86822-555-2.
Van der Walt assists readers from all walks oflife in assessing their own
worldview by discussing the nature of worldviews in general,the unique-
ness ofa biblically-based worldview, and the impact ofa Christian world-
view on people, organizations, and cultures.

Families Living in the Fabric of Faithfulness by Gloria
Goris Stonks and Julia Kaye Stronks (2008), may be down-
loaded free of charge from the following website: 
www.whitworth.edu/livinginthefabric. 183 pages, 2 per pdf page.
This book is written for people who believe that while we live on this earth
we are responsible to live in ways that reflect love and concern for justice. It
presents ideas and suggestions from committed Christian parents and chil-
dren,all of whom are struggling to connect the way they live with the
deepest commitments oftheir hearts. Drawing from interviews with many
young adults and their parents and from the scholarly works of others,the
authors present ideas about how to live with gratitude, how to develop criti-
cal thinking and intelligence in children,and how to encourage ourselves
and others to work for justice in a world that is broken but redeemed.The
authors chose to publish on the internet so that the book would be readily
available to parents and teachers around the world.

The Integration of Faith and Learning: A Worldview
Approach by Robert A. Harris; Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books
(2004) 314 pages, ISBN: 978-1592446711.
Harris provides students with the philosophical context and practical tools
necessary for making the connections between Christian knowledge and the
knowledge they will acquire during their undergraduate and graduate years
in higher education. His book focuses on helping students understand how
worldviews influence the interpretation of data and even what is judged to
be knowledge itself. The worldviews of philosophical naturalism,postmod-
ernism,and Christianity are compared and analyzed.Throughout the book,
emphasis is placed on helping students develop the practical skills needed
to evaluate knowledge claims and to integrate all knowledge into a unified
whole through the touchstone ofChristian truth.

Healing for a Broken World: Christian Perspectives on
Public Policy by Steve Monsma ; Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway
Books (2008) 224 pages, ISBN: 978-1581349610.
Monsma discusses the foundational biblical principles that are relevant to
our lives as Christian citizens no matter the topic and highlights crucial
global issues in which believers are called to live out their faith.Forgoing
ready-made answers,Monsma encourages a reflective,thoroughly biblical
response via a lively writing style. His book will equip all believers to make
godly,humanitarian choices rather than purely political ones.

Human Rights Education by J. Dinakarlal Thavamony
and J. Cyril Kanmony; Tamilnadu, India: Scott Publications
(2007) 125 pages.
This book celebrates the pioneering effort of Scott Christian College to
introduce human rights education into the curriculum,and it aims to keep
the light ofsocial awakening burning bright.The Christian missionaries
who founded the college towards the end ofthe nineteenth century had
themselves striven for social transformation by fighting human rights viola-
tions prevalent in the southern tip of the Indian peninsula.Human Rights
Educationexamines how this spirit still serves as a guiding principle for Scott
Christian College,offering readers an inspiring account ofhuman rights
education and its results.
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Institutional Member
Christ’s College, Dr. Quentin
Nantz,President,Taipei,Taiwan

Individual Members
Prof. Tial Bik, Professor,
Myanmar Undergraduate School
of Theology,Mingaladon,
Yangon,Myanmar

Rev. Jeffrey Bos, Director of
Academics, College of Christian
Theology Bangladesh,Savar,
Dhaka,Bangladesh

Dr. Rodger W. Dalman, Old
Testament Professor, Trinity
College and Seminary,Brooklyn
Center, MN, USA

Rev.Dr. Pratap Chandra
Gine, Vice-Principal,Serampore
University Kalkata India,
District Hooghly, West Bengal,
India

Prof. Dr. V.S. Jayakumar,
Head ofDepartment of
Physics, Mar Ivanios College,
Trivandrum,Kerala,India

Bishop Philip Koech,
Presiding Bishop, Conservative
Holiness Church and Epson
Academy,Kitale, Kenya

Rev.Habila Solomon Kohon,
Principal,Cocin Bible College,
Mangu,Plateau State, Nigeria

Rev.Dr. Paulraj Mohan
Larbeer, Principal,Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary,Madurai,
India

Prof. Samson Nessiah,Dr
Somervell Memorial CSI
Medical College,
Thiruvananthapuram,India

Rev. Theophilus Adeyemi
Opajinmi, Research Student in
Old Testament,University of
Jos, Nigeria

Dr. Keith Pavlischek, Senior
Fellow, Ethics & Public Policy
Center, Washington DC, USA

Dr. Peter Vedamuthu,
Administrative Officer, Bishop
Appasamy College of Arts and
Sciences, Coimbatore,India

Dr. Jonathan Warner, Tutor in
Economics, Squamish,BC,
Canada

Mr. Miano Weche, Dml
Trainee, Navigators - Kenya,
Nairobi,Kenya

Dr. Teketel Yohannes,
Associate Professor, Addis
Ababa University, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia

N E W  M E M B E R S

Invisible Children: Infanticide, Feticide and Abortion:
Challenges and Responses by J.B. Jeyaraj ; Madurai, India:
Jubilee Institute (2008) 40 pages.
This booklet examines male infanticide in ancient history, female infanticide
in India,feticide in India,abortion, efforts of the British and Indian
Governments and NGOs, and Christian responses to infanticide and abor-
tion. To order, write jublilee_education@yahoo.com.

Learning in an integrated Environment by Ken
Gnanakan ; Bangalore, India: Theological Book Trust (2007) 156
pages, ISBN: 81-7475-053-3.
Gnanakan explores concepts of integrated learning, especially addressing
the question ofhow to apply them in educational endeavors. This book
aims to provide the philosophical or ideological foundation for integrated
learning through an exploration of the ideas ofseveral highly influential
thinkers. The primary intention is to motivate educators to grasp the signifi-
cance ofthese thinkers as applied to integrated learning.

Missiological Education: An Indian Exploration by Siga
Arles; Bangalore, India: Centre for Contemporary Christianity
(2006) 540 pages, ISBN: 8190229478.
This book,originally a 1990 doctoral dissertation at the University of
Aberdeen in Scotland,is an impressive documentation on the development
of mission theology and theological education in general among the
Protestant Christians during the post-independence period until 1987.A
rare and wholesome feature of the book is that it goes beyond the ecu-
menical/evangelical divide with Protestant Christianity in India and tries to
stand by the “indivisibility of the ecumenical and evangelical commitments

within the church”… pointing out both the nobler and unholy elements on
the two sides ofthe divide. The author has made extensive research in pre-
senting the Indian churches with this extremely useful assessment oftheir
role in theological education.

Susamachar Sangam (Synoptic Gospels), by Pratap
Chandra Gine ; Dhaka: College of Christian Theology Bangladesh
(2008) 132 pages. 
Written in the Bangla language,this book looks at issues involved in the
study of the synoptic gospels, such as women in the gospels and the rela-
tionship ofthe synoptic gospels to the fourth gospel,resulting in a com-
pelling read for both lay and theological leaders.

Transformed by the Renewing of Your Mind: Shaping a
Biblical worldview and a Christian perspective on schol -
arship by B.J. van der Walt ; Potechefstroom: The Institute for
Contemporary Christianity in Africa (reprint 2008) 200 pages,
ISBN: 1-86822-282-5.
In the context of historical developments and present trends in African
Christianity, Van der Walt discusses the disastrous results ofall kinds of
dualistic Christian worldviews and examines the reasons for the failure of
development projects on the continent,emphasizing the urgent need for
the development ofa holistic, integral Christian worldview based on the
correct interpretation of scripture. Four of its chapters are devoted to the
implications of this radical,genuine Christian worldview for Christian
scholarship and higher education.
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