
BIEZENMORTEL, THE NETHERLANDS–-
Participants are registering, papers have been sent in and
final arrangements are being made. Both the conference
committee and hosting committee are looking forward to
April 20-23,when we finally will be able to meet our
guests at the Bridging the Gap conference!

Location
As mentioned in previous issues ofContact, the confer-
ence will be held in Biezenmortel.More information
about the venue and conference as a whole can be found
at our website http://www .iapche2009.eu.The confer-
ence fee (EUR 390 for four days) includes lodging for
three nights, meals for the duration of the conference,

transfers from the ’s Hertogenbosch rail station, confer-
ence materials, sightseeing
excursion,the invitation letter
for your visa and a copy of
the published proceedings
(mailed after the conference).
If you have any questions,
please email
info@iapche2009.eu.

Program
The plenary program is now arranged.The conference
committee has attracted a good number offine scholars:
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ANTIPOLO CITY, PHILIPPINES–-The next Faculty
Enrichment Program will be held on May 11-16,2009.
Teaching for Transformation: Pedagogy with
Christian Worldview will
enhance teaching methodology
for Christian professors with
three to eight years of experi-
ence. Only 30 qualified appli-
cants will be accepted on a first
come, first served basis.

The six-day program is jointly
organized by the Asian School
of Development and Cross-
cultural Studies (ASDECS) and IAPCHE.Organizers
and training facilitators include David S. Lim, Ph.D.,

President ofASDECS, Philippines;J.Dinakarlal,Ph.D.,
Director of IAPCHE,Asia-Oceana Region,India;Nick
Lantinga,Ph.D., Executive Director of IAPCHE,USA;
Jay Shim,Ph.D., Professor ofTheology,Dordt College,
USA;and Bing Roncesvalles, M.A.,Director of
TransDev Center, ASDECS, Philippines

The registration fee for Philippine participants is P5,500
(early registrants pay P500 less).Fee for participants from
developing countries is US$180,and for those from
developed countries:US$300.Registration deadline is
May 2,2009.The program will be held at the Gems
Hotel & Conference Center. For more information,
please contact ASDECS at (63-2) 376-4862,or email aca-
demicdean@asdecs.org. You may also text to 0921-
5435889;0928-4790314; 0917-6612888.

Faculty Enrichment Program May 11-16, 2009

IAPCHE’s seven-part Regional Development Plan
(RDP),launched in August 2008,continues to move for-
ward, despite difficult economic conditions.

Objective 1:Research 
IAPCHE began to compile a database ofcomprehensive
Christian colleges and universities last August.Working
with members Joel Carpenter (Calvin College) and Perry
Glanzer (Baylor University),as well as several Dordt
College students, including assistant Helen van Beek and
intern Chris Kuiper, we compiled several databases,
designed surveys, researched institutions online, sent and
received surveys, and followed up with institutions by
mail and phone. To date we have identified 680 institu-
tions outside North America.We have received only 12%

continued on page 3

European Regional Conference April 20-23, 2009 

continued on page 3

Development Report

Beukenhof group accommoda-
tion in Biezenmortel.

Gems Hotel & Conference
Center in Antipolo City.

CI06 Book Available
The English publication of the
proceedings ofthe IAPCHE
Congreso Internacional 2006
(CI06) is now available. Plans have
begun for the printing ofthe
Spanish version.Books have been
sent to conference delegates. Other
members may order a copy from the
IAPCHE office, iapche@dordt.edu.

Christian Higher Education in the Global
Context: Implications for Curriculum,
Pedagogy, and Administration 
edited by Nick Lantinga;Sioux Center: Dordt Press
(2008) 385 pages, ISBN:978-0-932914-78-1.



At our Asia/Oceania regional con-
ference in May 2008,long time
member Sander Griffioen pointed
out that many scholars simply
describe the growth of Christianity
worldwide. The strength of
IAPCHE,he noted,is that it goes
about the work of building an
ecumene—an understanding ofthe
world common to those in the
household ofChristianity. (See the
Academic Insert “Overcoming
Diversity” in the September 2008

Contact.) I want to reflect briefly on Griffioen’s comments, touching
on the “why” and the “how” we go about building up “mere
Christians.”

Perhaps most obviously, the phrase “mere Christianity”is widely
known to many Christians. We chose to employ that term in part to
borrow from C.S. Lewis’widely read book with that name. True, we
could have employed John Stott’s term “Basic Christianity”or
switched to N.T. Wrights excellent “Simply Christian.” But the
word “mere” nicely alludes to the important virtue of humility,
often lost in higher education but central among Christian virtues.
We are Christians not primarily because we subscribe to particular
doctrines but because God took hold ofus first! 

As we continue to extend IAPCHE’s membership across cultures
and denominations, we need to emphasize those things that have
been of“concern to nearly all Christians at all times.” In attempting
to outline this common heritage,Lewis sought to avoid two dan-
gers.On the one hand,he tried to avoid a “vague and bloodless”
faith that even non-Christians would find acceptable. On the other
hand he did not want to confuse one particular view of Christianity
with Christianity itself.

Fifteen years after its publication Lewis noted only a few com-
plaints from “convinced members of communions different from

my own.” From this, Lewis suggested that: “it is at her centre,
where her truest children dwell, that each communion is really clos-
est to every other in spirit,if not in doctrine.” I suspect that many
other IAPCHE members share my own experiences with brothers
and sisters on nearly every continent and faith tradition.Lewis was
right;there is a common,and substantial,faith that binds us togeth-
er by the grace ofGod.

IAPCHE builds upon this “mere Christian”perspective by requir-
ing all individual members to subscribe to our purpose and basis
statements (See below.).Members can be assured that when they
reach out for collaboration (See pages 9-12.) or connect through
our interactive online database (www.iapche.org),or attend a region-
al conference (see page 1),or attend a Faculty Enrichment Program
(See articles on page 1,4.),they will be working with brothers and
sisters caught up in the story of mere Christianity.

We can still find many points on which to disagree. However, as we
have emphasized at nearly every meeting, members must relate dis-
agreements over doctrine to the academic subject at hand.
Therefore, for example, before participants to our conference
“Bridging the gap” wade into the debate over infant or believer
baptism,we need to ask whether the outcome will directly effect
our reflections on professional development in Europe. If we can-
not confidently affirm this connection,then we should table such
discussions and address them in a different context.

By thinking together within the framework of “mere Christianity,”
we do indeed hope that members continue to strengthen the house-
hold of faith and we look forward to inviting many more members
in the upcoming years.
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IAPCHE and the mere Christian “ecumene”
E D I T O R I A L

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Director

Contact
The newsletter for the International Association for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education (ISSN:1521-9631) is published quarterly to
communicate news from IAPCHE members and the work of the
Association. Issues appear in March, June, September, and December for
a total offour issues per year. The deadline for copy is the 15th of the
month previous to each issue, February 15,May 15,August 15,and
November 15.
Copy submission
Submit announcements, a paper for possible inclusion as the
Academic Insert, or an essay for possible inclusion in the CHE
Forum, to Anne Maatman,Director ofOperations, iapche@dordt.edu.
Annual subscription 
Contact is delivered electronically to all members (individual,consult-
ing, and affiliate) of IAPCHE as a benefit of the dues paid.If a member
prefers to receive a print copy by post,the subscription is $30US per
year, in addition to the membership dues. Institutional and associate
members of IAPCHE receive a print copy as a benefit of the dues paid.
Please send dues and subscription fees and all address changes to 

IAPCHE
Dordt College Campus
498 4th Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250 USA

Electronic back issues
Current and back issues can be accessed at www.iapche.org.

PURPOSE
The purpose of IAPCHE, an organization of individuals and

institutions, is to serve Jesus as Lord by fostering, worldwide, the
development of integral Christian higher education through 

networking and related academic activity.

BASIS
Academic work is an expression of life commitment to God the
Creator, through Jesus Christ,in the power of the Spirit. Science
and scholarship cannot have a neutral, uncommitted character
but should be pursued from a biblical perspective.

A. The quest for truth in education and scholarship presupposes
the meaningful character of the creation which is upheld by
the Creator for the sake of his creatures. To his human crea-
tures He has given a variety of cultural tasks which require
education and scholarship.

B. The interpretation and understanding of the truth is radically
distorted by sin. For that reason,true knowledge is possible
only because ofGod’s grace which has triumphed in Jesus
Christ. At the same time it should be recognized that God’s
grace is the source of truthful insights that arise outside of
Christian scholarly endeavor.

C. By the Holy Spirit, Christ calls and directs his people to the
renewal of their educational life so that the contribution they
make can strengthen the people ofGod worldwide and be of
service to all humankind.

D. God reveals in Scripture the true meaning of creation, sin,
redemption, and service. The Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments are consequently authoritative for education and
scholarship.
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I A P C H E  N E W S

As reported in the September 2008 Contact, IAPCHE is presently
engaged in a research project to compile information on interna-
tional Christian colleges and universities. As part of the research
project,e-mail surveys were sent to Christian colleges and universi-
ties to gather more information about the nature of their Christian
identity and commitment.The information gathered in the survey
responses will be compiled into six regional reports, one each for
Africa,East Asia,Southeast Asia/Oceania,Europe, Latin America,
and North America.The data will also provide the basis for a
future edited book on the state and growth of Christian higher edu-
cation around the world.

Some institutions have already completed the survey, but we need
help from our members to increase the response rate. If your insti-
tution receives one ofthese e-mails, please take the time to fill out
the short survey.Also, encourage your colleagues in other institu-
ions to respond.By taking the time to fill out the survey you are
not only helping this research project but are also opening your
institution to more possibilities to connect with other Christian col-
leges, universities, people and resources. In addition,as basic infor-
mation about each institution is compiled in the database, it will be
published on the iapche.org website under the “research” tab.
Please check to see ifwe have included the Christian colleges or
universities in your region.If an institution is not on the list and
you feel it should be, please e-mail iapcheresearch@dordt.edu.
Together we can strengthen the support of all Christian higher edu-
cational institutions around the world.

Research Project Needs Your Help

Bridging the Gap - IAPCHE 2009
continued from page 1
Dr. J.Chaplin,Prof. Dr. Sarolta Nagy,Prof. S.Holthaus, Dr. P. Vos,
Dr. Fyodor Kozyrev,Prof. P.Nullens, Prof. Dr. S.Miedema,Prof.
Dr. N. Pecherskaya,Prof. H. Jochemsen,Dr. Mark Roques and
Prof. Dr. Jean Mark Burgunder. The range of topics is broad and
quite interesting, from presentations of ‘best practices’to results of
various types ofresearch, from the field of education to care and
management.The accepted papers are organized in themed work-
shops. The conference schedule and perspective are available to
download on the website.

Networking
The hosting committee emphasizes the importance ofinviting insti-
tutions and individuals that are not yet IAPCHE members to attend
the conference. In this way,the conference will be able to strength-
en networking in the European continent.There will be plenty of
opportunity to do so. If you are a member and able to invite people
in your network, we would most appreciate it.There will also be a
meeting for those who are involved in internationalizing their
schools to facilitate their developing European partnerships.

Exhibits
Conference participants are invited to present exhibits in the form
of an unmanned tabletop or free-standing professional display that
presents program or organizational information, or examples of
products developed by your organization. Exhibits are displayed in
a central room throughout the conference. At certain times, you
may want to be present at your exhibit to interact with conference
participants.

Marketing commercial products or services are permitted under cer-
tain conditions (please contact the hosting committee for these).
There is no fee for displaying an exhibit or a poster. The registra-
tion for exhibits (ldhamelink@che.nl) closes April 6,2009.

Registration
There is still opportunity to register. To have your registration
processed smoothly, we kindly request that you register as soon as
possible, especially if you are in need ofa letter ofinvitation to
apply for a visa.Visa-information about the Netherlands can be
found at http://www.ind.nl.

Sudsidy
Through the generosity ofour conference hosts, some money is
available for subsidy for conference fee only, but this is very limit-
ed.No funds are available to assist with travel cost.Subsidized dele-
gates are expected to attend the full conference. Subsidy will be
awarded based on the country of residence in Europe and
IAPCHE individual membership. We will subsidize only one dele-
gate per institution and strive for an equal distribution of delegates
from the countries in the European region.

Delegates from Central and Eastern Europe:Please submit
requests as soon as possible via the online form at
www.iapche2009.eu.

of the surveys we sent and request individual members to help us in
this effort. (See article above.)

Objective 2:Promotion 
John Hulst’s booklet on highlights ofIAPCHE history is now com-
plete and we will go to press on it shortly. We have begun discus-
sions on redesigning our website as well as designing new brochures
and a promotional video. However, we have delayed the video work,
pending securing further financial resources.

Objective 3:Programming
We committed to continue our ambitious regional conferences. We
have held to that with two conferences last year and at least one
planned for this April in Europe. We would like to convene regional
conferences in Africa,Asia/Oceania,and Latin America next year.
At the same time, we began a new program of Faculty Enrichment
Programs. FEPs seek to orient especially younger faculty to the
importance ofa Christian worldview, improve teaching strategies,
and help faculty interested in student outreach. (See page 4.)

Objective 4:Administration
We appointed Regional Directors for Africa and Asia/Oceania and
look to do the same for Latin America soon.

Objective 5:Membership
As you can tell from the back page of this issue, many new mem-
bers have joined us already.Over the 5-year plan,we look to
increase our total individual membership by 1066 and our institu-
tional membership by 167.

Objectives 6 and 7:Resources and Sustainability
To date we have received nearly $50,000 in pledges and donations
toward our 5-year goal of $240,781.

IAPCHE Development Plan Progress
continued from page 1



BANGALORE,INDIA–-T he Faculty Enrichment Program (FEP)
is a new venture for IAPCHE.Our goal is to equip a new genera-
tion of educators for integral Christian teaching, thus the FEP is
geared for professors with less than 15 years of service. The pro-
gram aims to give intensive training in the importance ofa Biblical
approach to higher education so that educators can better relate
their faith to their subject matter, teach more effectively,and pro-
vide optimal Christian leadership on their campuses. All this will
help them to better prepare students to serve wherever God calls
them.

The first FEP was held Nov. 3-8,2008,in Bangalore,India,and
responses were positive.Dr. Scott Hovater, Vice-President of
Academic Affairs at Christ’s College in Taiwan,wrote, “We are
looking at sending a couple more of our younger faculty to the next
faculty enrichment seminar in May. The three that went to India in
November came back excited and feeling blessed.They just recently
gave a presentation to the rest of the faculty on their experiences
and what they learned.”

The six-day program was organized jointly by the IAPCHE’s Asia
Oceania Region and the Student Christian Movement ofIndia
(SCMI).Thirty-two participants representing both organizations
attended the program.This was the first time these organizations
worked together and the first Faculty Enrichment Program for
either organization.

The chief resource persons ofthe program were Dr. Gloria
Stronks, Emerita Professor ofEducation at Calvin College,USA,
and Dr. Vimala Punithakumar, Principal,St.Christopher’s College
of Education, Chennai,India.The Program Organizing Committee
was comprised ofMr. Samuel Jayakumar (Program Director),Dr.
Dinakarlal (Course Director),Dr. Nick Lantinga and Dr. Vinita
Eusebius.

The program was inaugurated by the Rt.Rev. Tharna Sagar,
Chairperson of the National Council ofChurches in India.The
Keynote was given by Dr. Lantinga,Executive Director of
IAPCHE.

The first session,“Aims and Basis ofSCMI and IAPCHE,” was led
by Dr. Dinakarlal.He commended the two organizations’faith-
based and Christ-centered commitment to campus life and encour-
aged their cooperation for the glory of God.

Dr. Stronks conducted four sessions:“Faith and Learning,”
“Teaching from a Christian Perspective,” “Thinking Skills,” and
“Intellectual and Spiritual Growth.” Dr. Punithakumar conducted
three:“Teaching-Learning Methods:Teacher Directed,” “Teacher
Intervention Methods and Skill Development,” and “Technology
Based Methods and Skill Development.” Dr. James R.Daniel led
sessions on “Witnessing ofCHE” and “CHE Challenges and
Opportunities.” Dr. Adella Paul taught “Assessing Behavioral
Outcomes”and “Correlation Studies and Integrating Values and
Morals with Subjects.” Dr. C.T. Kurien conducted “Globalization
and its Impact on Education,” Mr. B.S. Ponmudiraj conducted
“Quality Assurance and CHE,” and Dr. Dinakarlal led a session on
“Challenges before CHE in the Context of Globalization” as well
as a final interactive session on “Leadership Building and
Networking,” which gave an opportunity for the participants to
share their views on various issues. The papers will be published in
SCMI’s newsletter.

Each day the program started with worship and Bible study. The
studies were led by Dr. Vincent Rajkumar, Director of the Christian
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society;Dr. K.C. Abraham,
Visiting Professor at United Theological College (UTC);Dr. Mani
Chacko,Director of the Ecumenical Christian Center; and Dr.
Evangeline Rajkumar, Professor at UTC.

On the evening ofNov. 5, there was a public reception with UTC
Principal Dr. Israel Selvanayagam as ChiefGuest.Participants had
the opportunity to meet with many key people involved in Christian
Higher Education in Bangalore. They also enjoyed a street play per-
formed by students ofUTC and a dinner.

One day was devoted to sight seeing and shopping. The participants
left early in the morning in two buses with packed breakfast and
lunch. They spent time in Srirangapatna,where Tippu Sultan fell to
the British army,and visited the nearby bird sanctuary, where they
enjoyed boating near crocodiles as they watched the migratory
water birds. Later they visited St.Philomena’s Church, Mysore
Palace and Chamundeeswari Temple in Mysore and returned to
SCMI house by 7 p.m.

The valedictory session featured SCMI Treasurer Dr. Anandan as
Chief Guest.The program came to a close with worship and the
singing ofthe SCM Solidarity Song and “Bind us together, Lord.”

IAPCHE and SCMI will continue to work together to conduct
more FEPs in India.Their next joint venture will focus on northern
India in November 2009.Contact J. Dinakarlal at
asiaoceania@iapche.org for more information.

FEP model to be implemented again
Based on the effectiveness ofthe Banglore training event,

IAPCHE is planning future FEPs for the following locations:

Philippines - May 11-16,2009
See article on page 1.Contact academicdean@asdecs.org

Mexico - November 2009 
Contact Darrel Hilbrands, panvida@hotmail.com

Nor thern India - November 2009 
Contact J. Dinakarlal at asiaoceania@iapche.org

Nig eria - January 2010 
Contact Joseph Ilori at prof.ilori@gmail.com.
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A S I A / O C E A N I A R E G I O N

First Faculty Enrichment Program Call for submissions
FEP Reader Project

Teaching from a Christian Worldview
One-page discussions ofyour perspective on one ofthese topics:

-  What theoretical and practical benefits do you/your 
students gain from teaching with a Christian worldview?

-  Shaping the Christian mind with a Christian worldview.
-  The structure of your Christian scholarship.
-  Examples ofteaching certain subjects in your discipline.
-  Why are you working from a Christian worldview? 

Dr. Jay Shim (Dordt College) jshim@dordt.edu 
Funded by the Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship and Service  
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I N T R O D U C T I O N S
Christian College, Kattakada
KERALA, INDIA—Or ganized in 1965,Christian College,
Kattakada is an arts and science college catering to students in rural
and suburban Trivandrum,India.It was established and managed
by the South Kerala Diocese ofthe Church of South India with
the aim ofrealizing its Christian commitment ofserving the poor
and the marginalized,irrespective of their faith.

Affiliated to the University of Kerala,the college has been graded
at B++ by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council of
India.The college has eight undergraduate programs, three post-
graduate programs and a few short term add-on courses in various
disciplines. Dr. M.J. Selvadas serves as principal.

The mission ofcollege is to uplift socially and economically the
rural neighbourhood by providing the youth the opportunity of
Higher Education. The curriculum,covering humanities, science,
technology,commerce and management,provides the knowledge
and expertise to the students ofthis developing rural area that are
imperative for self-development.

The college also aims to guide its students to be conscientious,
responsible citizens, affirming their commitment to God,the soci-
ety and humanity. The several curricular and co-curricular activities
in the college are structured along the path of Service Learning.
The college motto is “Enter to learn; go out to serve.”

A 60-member faculty serves 1400 students. To give its teachers
greater exposure to the best practices in pedagogy and academics,
the college has liaising with the faculties ofEducation and
Languages of the Canterbury Christ Church University in Kent,
UK.

Though the teachers are paid by the Government ofKerala,and
the University Grants Commission ofIndia extends support to the
college in academic and infrastructural matters,the college often
feels the pinch when it attempts to realize its dream ofattaining
international levels ofstandard. It avidly seeks support in areas of
staff development,exchange programs, infrastructure development
projects, collaborative research and ventures ofa similar nature.

Nyack College
NYACK, NY, USA—Nyack College
was founded in 1882 by A.B.
Simpson,who was also the founder
of the movement known as the
Christian & Missionary Alliance, which is Nyack’s denomination
affiliation. From its inception the college has been committed to
reaching across race, ethnicity, gender and economic class in its
educational programming. Nyack graduates subsequently serve
around the globe.

Nyack enrolls approximately 3100 students. Its residential campus
and its seminary,Alliance Theological Seminary,are located along
the Hudson River in Nyack, New York, just thirty miles north of
New York City. The liberal arts college offers graduate and under-
graduate programs. A commuter campus ofalmost equal size is
located in downtown Manhattan.Branch campuses are located in
Washington,D.C.; San Juan,Puerto Rico;and Kiev, Ukraine. The
Nyack schools hold numerous accreditations, including the Middle
States Association and the Association of Theological Schools.

Nyack College and Alliance Theological Seminary is headed by Dr.

Michael Scales as president.The college embraces five core values:
Social Relevance, Academic Excellence, Global Engagement,
Intentional Diversity and Personal Transformation. Nyack is one of
the most racially and ethnically diverse campuses ofthe Council for
Christian Colleges & Universities.

Voorhees College
VELLORE,INDIA—V oorhees College was founded in 1898
when Arcot Mission High School was amalgamated to the
University of Madras and became Arcot Mission College.In 1902,
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Voorhees ofthe Reformed Church in America
made a generous gift of$25,000 to the college.A further contribu-
tion of $10,000 was made in 1911.New buildings at the present
location were built with these funds and the college was renamed
Voorhees College.

The college began offering master’s level courses in 1975.It cur-
rently offers undergraduate degrees in Defense & Strategic Studies,
Economics, English,History, Tamil,Chemistry,Computer Science,
Mathematics, Physics, Zoology,Business Administration,
Commerce, and Computer Application. Graduate degrees are
offered in History, Tamil,Commerce, Chemistry,Mathematics,
Physics, and Zoology.

Now affiliated to Thiruvalluvar University, Voorhees is accredited
by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council,with an A
grade. The chairman of the college’s Governing Board is the
Bishop ofVellore.

The school has 2500 students and 120 faculty members. The school
motto is “In Vain without God.”

National Association of Christian
Colleges and Schools
NIGERIA—The National Association of Christian Colleges and
Schools (NACCS) is a non-governmental and non-degree granting
educational agency established in Nigeria in 2003 to serve Christian
educational institutions at all levels. Its main purpose is to explore
the educational heritage hidden in Christ for end-time use, in all
fields oflife, by those who have confessed their faith in Christ,“in
whom are hidden all the treasures ofwisdom and knowledge” (Col.
2:3).Its mission is to seek knowledge,affirm faith and to change
the world.

Some ofits specific objectives are to promote Christian educational
programs and courses in all Christian institutions, from primary to
university level;to regulate academic programs and courses in all
Christian institutions;to provide leadership (spiritual and moral
development) for Christians through seminars,conferences and
symposium;and to cooperate with other Christian educational
agencies in other parts of the world to promote Christian educa-
tion.

NACCS is made up ofseasoned and sincere Christians ofintegrity
(gospel ministers and professionals ofdifferent fields in Nigeria
and in other parts of the world).Directors include Dr. Alex C.
Obioha,Dr. Florence W. Akande (CMA Theological College),and
Prof. Andrawus Pilasar Sawa.The body is registered with and affili-
ated to the Chartered Ministerial Association International,a non-
governmental registered organization in Nigeria.For more informa-
tion, write to NACCS;P O Box 5147,Ganki - Abuja,Nigeria.
Email:naccsedu@yahoo.com.
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News from the Board
Board member elections were held
in November 2008.Dr. Jose
Alcántara (Latin America) and Dr.
John Hiemstra (North America)
were both re-elected for another
term (January 2009 to December
2011).Dr. David S. Lim was elected
to represent the Asia Oceania
region,replacing Dr. Bridget
Aitchison.Lim says he’s honored to
be chosen.

The Board met on January 13 via
Skype and elected officers for 2009:
José Alcántara was re-elected as
board chair, and Joel Carpenter was
re-elected as vice chair.

All noted with gratitude the steady
growth of membership, now at 758
individual members,63 institutions
and 26 affiliates.

IAPCHE’s participation in the
World Alliance ofReformed
Churches Conference in June 2010
was approved,and plans were made
for an IAPCHEconference to be
held just prior to it (see conference
announcements).

The Board also reviewed finances
for the current fiscal year. Although
members expressed reservations
about reducing the salaries for the
directors,the Board approved sev-
eral revisions for the rest of the
year, with the proviso that the
Board would reconsider compensa-
tion, depending on resources avail-
able at the year’s end.In addition to
reducing the salaries, expense cuts
include the deletion ofone issue of
the newsletter, delaying the regional
allotments for Latin America and
North America for this year and
canceling the annual face-to-face
meeting for the executive committee.

Finally, the Board received a report from Anne Maatman about her
medical leave from the IAPCHE office. Maatman is hopeful that
she will completely recover in the next months so that she will be
able to resume her full workload.

Introducing David Lim
David S. Lim is president oftwo schools:Asian School for
Development and Cross-cultural Studies (ASDECS) and Asian
Center for English Studies (ACES).He earned his M.Div. from the
Asian Theological Seminary (1977),Th.M. from the Asian Centre
for Theological Studies in Seoul,Korea (1981),and Ph.D. Theology
(New Testament) from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
U.S.A. (1987).He previously served as academic dean at the Asian

Theological Seminary (Philippines, 1978-92) and Oxford Centre for
Mission Studies (U.K., 1993-94).He has been a lecturer at Haggai
Institute since 1999.

He also serves as the President/CEO ofChina Ministries
International-Philippines, which has recruited Filipino missionaries
for China since 1994.He serves as a key member ofthe Facilitation
Team ofthe Philippine Mission Mobilization Movement (PM3)
that seeks to mobilize and train 200,000 Filipino tentmaker mis-
sionaries to reach the unreached peoples ofthe world. He is also
the co-convener ofSoutheast Asia Network (SEANET),which
sponsors an annual international conference on how to reach the
Buddhist world, and the Southeast Asia coordinator for Asia
Lausanne.

Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau
North-west University
PO Box 20004
Noordbrug 2522
Republic Of South Africa
Phone:27-18-299-1848
Fax:27-18-294-8952
kwstdm@puk.ac.za 
(Term expires December 2010)

Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018,India
Phone:91-422-221-1840
Fax:91-422-221-8738
csibacas@gmail.com
(Term expires December 2010)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
General Director, Prisma,
Randhoeve 227A
3995 GA Houten  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 30 2219680
Fax:(31) 30 6364131
hjochemsen@prismaweb.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. David S. Lim 
Asian School of Development &
Cross-Cultural Studies
Adelina Condo 1,25 Columbia Cor.
Yale St.,Cubao, Quezon City 1109
Philippines
Phone:632-439-8568
E-mail:cmiphil53@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev.Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
Károli Gáspár University 
Szolnoki út 2 
Nagykôrös, h-2750
Hungary
Phone:36-53-351-393
Fax:36-53-351-393
sarolta.fn@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2010)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College,3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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by Valorie Zonnefeld,
Instructor of Mathematics, Dordt College
email: valoriez@dordt.edu
As a Christian educator in mathematics, how is my classroom dif-
ferent from that of the public school or university down the road?
Maybe I should ask the question in another way.Ismy classroom
different? My answer to this question has always been “Yes, my
classroom is different because it is distinctively Christian.” In recent
years,I have questioned myselfon this. What makes it distinctively
Christian? Does my classroom reflect integrationor compartmentaliza-
tionof my faith and mathematics? 

When I first began teaching, I knew in the back of my mind that
what I taught was no different than secular institutions. Math con-
cepts do not change from school to school.The fact that 2+2=4 is
the same in the public and the religious school;however, I comfort-
ed myself in the fact that it was my view of the student,classroom
practices, and relationships that made my classroom “Christian.”
The math was the same, but the atmosphere made my classroom
distinctive.As I have worked to integrate my faith more fully, I have
come to believe that this view limits the possibilities for integration.
Math is not neutral.As a Christian educator, I have come to see
that there are more opportunities to integrate faith in mathematics
than I once believed.Harold Heie, senior fellow at the Center for
Christian Studies at Gordon College,has so aptly stated that if God
is the Creator of all that is true, there ought to be connections
between our faith and math.

One way that I have found to make connections is to begin the year
with essential questions. Examples include:Where does math come
from? Is math created or discovered? What does God reveal to us
in math? What role does man have in math? How are Christians to
use math? Starting with essential questions grounds the entire
course in its place in God’s creation. Unfortunately,many students
see mathematics as a set ofhard to reach, abstract rules with little

meaning in their daily life. The framework of essential questions
allows the instructor to reflect on an elegant solution or beautiful
pattern as more than a coincidence, but an opportunity to learn
about the beauty and organization that God has built into mathe-
matics. In this manner, math is another vehicle through which we
can learn about our Creator.

In the high school classes that I teach, I have found that I can ask
significant questions. This is evidenced in my teaching of rates. In
the past I demonstrated several examples using the typical ques-
tions of inches per year, miles per gallon,etc. I have found that a
better way to teach rates is to ask the class to estimate the number
of seconds per life the average student will spend in church. If I
stopped here,I have simply baptized the public school examples
with religious language.Students, however, are impressed by the
large number and often respond with,“That’s a lot!”It provides a
perfect lead into questions such as, “What if we calculated the
number ofseconds playing basketball,or listening to music?”You
can complete the question with the students’favorite pastime.
Alternatively, “If God examined your calendar, would it be clear to
him who is number one in your life?”Through these discussions,
students often recognize that we worship God in other places and
ways that are not accounted for in our estimation, including work-
ing and even sitting in math class. The beauty ofa significant ques-
tion is its potential to evoke a heart response in students.

Math history can also be a vehicle to integrate faith and mathemat-
ics. For example, when teaching the Pythagorean Theorem;stu-
dents love to hear about the Pythagoreans’strange practices and
their worship of numbers.It is an ideal time to share how the
Pythagoreans distorted reality by worshiping the created (numbers),
instead ofthe Creator (God).Worshipping numbers led to a crisis
for the Pythagoreans when one oftheir members discovered an
irrational number using the Pythagorean Theorem.This discovery
upset the group so much that it is believed that they either killed or
exiled the discoverer. Students are shocked to hear the extreme
measures the Pythagoreans took to protect their worship of num-
bers.It provides the teachable moment to ask,“You do not wor-
ship numbers, but is their something that is out ofbalance in your
life? Are you worshiping the created instead ofthe Creator?”

These are just a few suggestions for Biblical integration. The possi-
bilities are limited only by your imagination. As Galileo noted,
“God wrote the universe in the language of mathematics.” From
the patterns of seashells to pinecones and the ocean waves, God
has covered creation with his mathematical fingerprint. The number
of ways to teach lessons and demonstrate mathematics in creation
is infinite. This points to another aspect ofGod that we can learn
from mathematics, that he is infinite as well.

Lim Introduction

Where is God in the math classroom?

CHE Forum is designed to assist our members to reflect on the implications of our Christian worldview for our task as educators. This
essay is the fifth to appear. We invite similar essays and/or responses that focus on the practice ofteaching from a Christian perspective. For
subsequent issues ofContact, submit essays of approximately 900 words to iapche@dordt.edu.

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE who advise the Secretariat

regarding regional developments.
Africa Region - Prof. Godfrey Nguru

Vice-Chancellor, Daystar University
vc@daystar.ac.ke

Asia/Oceania Region - Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University

bongson@snu.ac.kr

Europe Region - Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

rector@srph.ru

Latin America Region - Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
smrooy@aol.com

North America Region - Dr. Richard Gathro
Assistant to the President,Dean,Nyack College

richard.gathro@nyack.edu

He is the author offour books published by OMF Publishers
(Transforming Communitiesand How to Share Gospel Tracts) and New
Day Publishers (Speaking in Tonguesand Christian Patriotism), and of
journal articles on transformational development,theological con-
textualization and missionary training. He has also co-edited four
books on outreach in the Buddhist world, published by William
Carey Library in Pasadena.

continued from page 6
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Lim training transformational leaders
QUEZON CITY, PHILIPPINES—David Lim reports that the
Asian School of Development and Cross-cultural Studies
(ASDECS) launched its Master ofTransformational Leadership
(MTL) program to train pastors in Dasmariñas and Imus (in the
Philippines) last August and hopes to start offering an MBA in
Entrepreneurship in February. The school will be graduating its
first batch of Master ofDevelopment Management (MDM) gradu-
ates in Cambodia,Laos, and the Philippines in June and hopes to
launch programs in Myanmar and a Muslim country this year as
well.Lim serves as president ofASDECS. He says, “Our mission is
to lead our transformational community to train 24 ‘elders of the
nation’ (Christian nation-builders) for each Asian country through
our degree programs, so that they will be equipped and empowered
to set up the throne of God’s kingdom in their respective nations.”
The school was accredited by the International Council for Higher
Education (ICHE) last July.

Berberians celebrate a special graduation
CIUDAD DE GUATEMALA—Samuel Berberian, Dean of
Universidad Americana Guatemala’s School of Theology,officiated
at the graduation of his wife,Martha Saint-Berberian,in
November. Along with two fellow students, 64-year-old Saint-
Berberian received a Masters in Theology degree.

Her 150-page disserta-
tion, written in
Spanish,analyses the
exaggerated influence
of foreign literature in
Guatemala and the
need to develop
national authors and
publications. Martha
says having the Dean
as her husband didn’t
provide any shortcuts.
She received the same
honest guidance as all the students.

Dr. Berberian’s goal is to train and graduate theologians so they can
fill the need for the teaching positionsin the different areas ofthe
four-year graduate program.Several cities in Guatemala have
requested the extension program,but there is a lack of graduated
teachers to fill the positions. Martha and her fellow graduates can
now fill some ofthese positions.

Hellemans teaching in Tanzania
MWANZA, TANZANIA— Adrian and Wendy Helleman are
teaching at St.Augustine’s University in Mwanza,Tanzania,and
working to open doors for North American colleagues in the uni-
versities ofEast Africa.They are also working at poverty reduction
through agricultural and small business projects with Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee colleagues in Mwanza and Dar
es Salaam.

They spent some time in Jos, Nigeria,in January,guiding and
encouraging their Unijos doctoral students, who face infrastructural
and bureaucratic obstacles. They thank God for the vibrant and
deep commitment oftheir Nigerian brothers and sisters in the
faith,and ask that you pray for lasting peace in their communities.
“Sorting out the causes [ofthe recent violence],discerning the way

ahead,and healing the deep scars left by such violence will take
much time and prayer,” they write. See the Helleman’s Web page
(http://awhelleman.com) for more.

Recent launches at UPOLI 
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—Polytechnic University of
Nicaragua (UPOLI) recently launched its new biotechnology labo-
ratory,an agricultural education program,and a newly designed
website, www.upoli.edu.ni.
With the purpose ofstrengthening and developing research in the
pharmaceutical industry and food security fields, the lab will be
under the administration of the Biotechnological Studies Center
(CEBIOT), directed by Dr. Roberto Gonzáles. “Through the
efforts of this laboratory,CEBIOT will manage scientific activity
specifically in the fields ofenzymes and micro organisms that
occur in animal and human food production,pharmacology,envi-
ronmental protection and agriculture,all of which are areas ofan
extreme importance for Nicaragua.” Dr. Gonzáles said.

The lab will also contribute to the formation of human resources
by providing a specialization in contemporary biotechnology.
Important visitors in Nicaragua’s scientific world, such as the phar-
maceutical company Generifar, the major universities and govern-
ment representatives were present at the inauguration ceremony on
June 27,2008.

UPOLI launched an agricultural training program on Aug. 24,2008,
in Jinotega.In coordination with the Irish organization FLO-
International and Irish Aid, as well as the Farmers’Cooperatives of
the Jinotega area,UPOLI’s program will greatly contribute to the
improvement ofthe quality offarming in the area,improving eco-
nomic levels and productivity rates.

The program will be carried out by the UPOLI’s Rural
Development Institute, ICIDRI.
Because ofits importance and pertinence for rural environment in
Nicaragua,this model will also be implemented in other geographi-
cal areas ofNicaragua.

For more information, visit UPOLI’s new website at
www.upoli.edu.ni and click on Publicaciones, then on News from
UPOLI.

Distance Ed programs continue at ICS 
TORONTO, CANADA—The Institute for Christian Studiesis
offering three distance education courses this term. Biblical
Foundations, with Senior Member Nik Ansel,explores the Bible as
the ongoing story of and for God and creation, examining
hermeneutical methods. Wisdom & Schooling, with Senior Member
Doug Blomberg, explores the thesis that a biblical view of wis-
dom provides a legitimate alternative to the theory/practice para-
digm,which has dominated the practice ofschooling at virtually all
levels. It considers the implications of this for how we address epis-
temological issues and for how we conceive of learning, teaching
and the curriculum.Faithful Thinking as ‘World’Orientation: Augustine,
Aquinas, Dooyeweerd, Olthuis, with Senior Member Bob Sweetman, is
designed to explore the challenges and choices that face Christian
thinkers in their confrontation with non-Christian philosophical
thought.It examines four thinkers,one from each of the eras of
western Christian experience, in their encounter with dominant
philosophical figures of their world. For more information, visit
http://www.icscanada.edu/students/courses_distance.shtml.
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Van Haeften translates Johan Mekkes 
DE SOEST, NETHERLANDS—The Association for
Reformational Philosophy shares this message from one oftheir
members,Chris van Haeften.“I have made an English translation
of Johan Mekkes’s Creation, Revelation, and Philosophy
(Scheppingsopenbaring en Wijsbegeerte, 1961).In this book,
Mekkes discusses the fundamentals ofDooyeweerd’s philosophy in
confrontation with Heidegger, Jaspers,and Sartre.He does so in an
astonishingly radical and fresh way.A publisher for this book could
not be found.So now I am in the process ofdeciding to publish it
myself, or not.In order to assess the cost ofthis book in relation
to the financial risk involved for me, I would like to have an indica-
tion of how many people will be interested in buying a copy.Please
let me know if you are interested.” Please contact van Haeften at
haeft052@planet.nl.

Global business challenges explored
AMBILIKKAI, INDIA—T he Department of Commerce of the
Rev. Jacob Memorial Christian College in Ambilikkai,Tamil
Nadu,India,held a conference on “International Challenges of
Global Business in the 21st Century” on Feb.4-5,2009.
Participants discussed market assessment and examined the com-
plex social and environmental challenges of international business,
as well as the problems oflabor disputes, corruption,poverty, and
global security issues. The proceedings ofthe conference will be
published.Contact lucofestinc2009@gmail.com for more informa-
tion.

St. Andrew’s publishes more theology
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological
Institute is a recognized leader in academic theological publishing,
with 22 new titles in Russian in 2008,including An Introduction to the
New Testament, by Raymond Brown;An Introduction to the Old
Testament, ed.by Erich Zenger; That They May All Be One: The Call to
Unity, by Walter Kasper; Spirituality: Forms, Foundations, Methods, by
Kees Waaijman;For Our Salvation: Two Approaches to the Work of
Christ, by Geoffrey Wainwright;and the first five volumes ofthe
commentary New Testament for Everyoneby Tom Wright.

St.Andrew’s participation in international book exhibitions in
Frankfurt, Moscow, St.Petersburg,and Kiev has led to cooperation
with leading publishers and book distributors worldwide. The
Institute maintains special book distribution projects to theological,
university and regional libraries and to theological graduates. See
www.standrews.ru for more information in Russian and English.

Calvin College mourns Spoelhof’s death
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Dr. William Spoelhof, president of
Calvin College from 1951-1976,died peacefully in his sleep at on
Dec. 3.A public memorial service was held in the Calvin College
Chapel on Dec. 8,which would have been Spoelhof’s 99th birthday.
The college praised God for Dr. Spoelhof’s long and fruitful life,
his love for his family,and his long and loving service to Calvin
College,service which continued well after his official retirement
over three decades ago.A memorial site is available at
www.calvin.edu/president/spoelhof.

NET: New contracts, New web address
RIJSSEN, NETHERLANDS—Network Education Theology
(NET) F oundation signed contracts with two theological insti-
tutes in South America in September 2008 to provide distance the-
ological education of a Reformed evangelical nature. This move
advances NET’s mission to coordinate regional collaboration in

missionary areas. NET also facilitates theological education in the
Netherlands.

With the help ofNET technology,Fundación Universitaria
Seminario Bíblico de Colombia (Medellín,Colombia) and Seminario
Bíblico Alianza (Guayaquil,Ecuador) will offer theological distance
education to new groups ofstudents who are not able to enroll as
fulltime residential students. They are willing to make their knowl-
edge and expertise available to NET so that other theological insti-
tutes in the area can make use ofit as well.The Dutch missionary
organization GZB (Reformed Mission League) partners with this
program.

In Guayaquil,NET plans to establish a facilitating study and exper-
tise center for distance education in January 2009 in cooperation
with a local partner organization. The center will maintain contacts
with theological institutes, organize conferences and courses on
long-distance education, and collect and revise theological materials
for use in the learning environment.The center will focus its activi-
ties for the next three years primarily on the Andes region
(Ecuador, Colombia,Bolivia,and Peru).

NET Foundation also announces a new multi-lingual web address:
www.net-edu.org.Content is available in Dutch, English,French,
German,and Spanish.

New Worldviews course and website
LEEDS, ENGLAND— The West Yorkshire School for
Christian Studiesannounces the availability of a 20-unit world-
views course for teens, Reality Bites, written by Mark Roques. The
course has just been launched on the Urban Saints“Energize” web-
site and may also be ordered from WYSOCS. It includes stories,
power points, role plays, video clips, meditations, prayers,Bible
studies, and suggestions for heated debate. Thanks to an anony-
mous benefactor, WYSOCS is able to offer ten complete courses at
a discounted price (£40/$60).Contact mark.roques@ntlworld.com
for an overview of the course or to order a sample unit.

WYSOCS has also commissioned a new website with two parts:
Reality Biteswill help them reach thousands ofyouth workers,
school workers and evangelists in the UK and overseas with these
original and imaginative resources. Life Matterswill focus on current
issues and will aim to underpin Christian involvement with solid
foundations of understanding. If you can help sponsor the website,
please email David Hanson (davidhanson@btconnect.com) as
soon as possible.

Van Dyk speaks at bilingual seminary
EDINBURG, TEXAS, USA—Dr. John Van Dyk served as guest
speaker at Edinburg Theological Seminary’s Reformation Day
Conferences Nov. 1,2008.Van Dyk gave three lectures:“The Bible
and Learning”; “Education: A Philosophical Perspective”; and
“Education: Practical Implementation.” The Seminary’s mission is
to equip Hispanics for ministry,as well as those pastors who con-
template a Hispanic component to their ministry within the fastest
growing lingual-cultural demographics in the United States. ETS
offers classes in Spanish and in English and is one ofthe first insti-
tutions to offer a Bachelor of Divinity in Bilingual Christian
Education.

Kahn celebrates church unity
LAHORE, PAKISTAN—Rev.Rana Youab Khan took part in a
celebration of the unity and communion of the Church of Pakistan
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and the Anglican Church on Nov. 1,2008.The event included bish-
ops of both churches and their spouses. Khan serves as Advisor to
the Bishop on Interfaith Relations for the Church of Pakistan
Lahore Diocese.

Reformation celebrated in Managua
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—The Evangelical Faculty of
Theological Studies (FEET) ofthe Interchurch Center for
Theological and Social Studies (Centro Inter-Eclesial de Estudios
Teologicos y Sociales—CIEETS) hosted a commemoration of the
491st anniversary of the Protestant Reformation and the 500th
birthday of John Calvin on Oct.31,2008.IAPCHE members
Blanca Cortésand Marcelino Bassett, with other colleagues, led
the opening and closing devotional liturgies. The day-long event
included a presentation on “The Life, Work and Thought ofJohn
Calvin,” a panel discussion,and sessions on “Luther and Calvin
Compared,” “The Influence ofCalvin’s Thought on the Formation
of the Modern State,” and “Calvinist Ethics.”

Warner seeks input on Liberia
SQUAMISH, BC, CANADA—Member Jonathan Warner writes:
“I’m working on a project exploring the importance ofrebuilding
the financial infrastructure in Liberia after the civil war. Although
much money is entering the country, communities much beyond
Monrovia seem to be receiving little benefit.

“Part of this project (which is funded by a grant from the CCCU)
seeks to investigate the viability of the use ofa community curren-
cy (scrip) to facilitate development.For this to work, a community
must have the physical and labour resources necessary to rebuild
destroyed infrastructure,plus a high degree ofsocial capital to
engender the necessary trust for a community currency to work. A
community where there is a stable and respected institution,such as
a church or Christian school or university, might well be the most
suitable. Is there anyone in the IAPCHE network that could help
me identify communities and organizations that might be interested
in exploring this idea further?”Warner is a Tutor in Economics at
Quest University Canada.Contact him at jww@questu.ca or 3200
University Boulevard, Squamish,B.C. V8B 0N8,Canada.

WYSOCS to study Origins
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studiesis focusing its 2009 seven-week study course on the key
issues regarding origins, science and faith—a timely topic for
Darwin’s 200th birthday and the 150th anniversary of Origin ofthe
Species. The mid-week sessions will be scheduled from March to
June and led by Arthur Jones and Mark Roques. Contact WYSOCS
for more information at wysocsarthur@btconnect.com.Please note
that the new WYSOCS phone number is 0113 258 1569.

Blomberg brings wisdom to teachers
TORONTO, CANADA—Institute for Christian StudiesSenior
Member Doug Blomberg presented two keynote addresses at a
Christian School Teachers’Convention in Abbotsford, BC, Oct. 9-
10.On Oct.30,he gave a lecture titled “Get Wisdom!”at the
Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning, Calvin
College,Michigan,and met with a group of teachers and professors
to discuss his 2007 book,Wisdom and Curriculum.

Madurai seminaries join for seminar
MADURAI, INDIA—T he first Madurai Inter-Seminary Seminar
was organized and hosted by the Tamilnadu Theological Seminary
(TTS) on Oct.11,2008.Its theme was “Live in Plurality.” The day-

long event was attended by 97 students and 18 faculty members
from nine philosophical,theological and mission training institu-
tions in Madurai.The participating institutions were Christ Hall
Seminary,Claret Bhavan,Light of Hope Bible College,Lamb’s
Institute ofField Evangelism,Mount Zion Bible College,
Pushparam Philosophy House, SMA House, SDM Philosophy
House and Tamilnadu Theological Seminary.

This seminar was inaugurated by the Rev.Dr. P. Mohan Larbeer,
Principal ofTTS, who challenged the participants to consider both
the positive and negative aspects ofplurality, pointing to the caste
system and oppression as a negative manifestation. R. Christopher
Rajkumar presented a paper differentiating God-created and
human-made pluralities. The event included other presentations,
discussions, and a time ofprayer.

Fodor-Nagy wins award
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY—Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy was awarded
the Károli Gáspár Award by the Educational Ministry in Hungary
in November. The award is given yearly to those who have reached
an outstanding result in Biblical sciences or achieved a superior
accomplishment in the linguistic renewal of the Hungarian poetry
and prose. Nagy was subsequently interviewed in the national
newspaper of the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Reformátusok
Lapja. In her comments, Nagy spoke about the cooperative work of
IAPCHE in helping academics integrate their faith and work. “I
was glad to give some more fame to the IAPCHE,” she says.

Skillen to retire, CPJ seeks new president
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—The Center for Public Justice is a
non-partisan organization dedicated to public policy research, lead-
ership development,and civic education. The Center’s founding
president,Dr. James Skillen, is retiring effective Oct.1,2009.A
Presidential Search Committee seeks candidates interested in apply-
ing for the position.All inquiries, questions, and letters of interest
should be directed to Gail F. Jansen, Chair; CPJ Presidential
Search Committee;2930 North Swan Road,Suite 210;Tuscon,AZ
85712 or gailjansen@cox.net.

Cooper to retire from Redeemer in 2010
ANCASTER,CANADA—Dr. Justin Cooperhas announced his
plan to retire as President ofRedeemer University College in
June 2010.Because a number ofsenior administrators are planning
to retire from 2010 on,Cooper felt it was important to allow a new
president to build a new team.“Another factor,” says Cooper, “is
my sense that the Lord is leading me to take my passion for the
mission ofChristian higher education and to explore greater
involvement in promoting this mission at the national level or in
other avenues ofservice that the Lord will open up.”

At his retirement,Cooper will have served in various leadership
capacities at Redeemer for 30 years,including 16 years as President.

Go ED: Study abroad program
PHOENIX, USA—Affiliate member Food for the Hungry is
offering a semester-long study abroad program called Go ED.
Unlike traditional study abroad offerings, the Go ED program is
built upon the theme ofphysical and spiritual poverty. It’s more
than just about examining poverty, it is about inspiring students to
own and end it.Some ofthe unique benefits of the Go ED
Program include Food for the Hungry’s 30 plus years of country
expertise and field experience, earned transfer credit from national-
ly recognized host universities, multiple program locations (Africa,
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Mekong, and Andes in spring 2010),student practicum in ongoing
relief and development projects, well-established record of health
and safety standards, comprehensive pre-departure and re-entry ori-
entation, and guided Christian formation to better understand
God’s heart for the poor. To learn more about Go ED on your
campus contact Jonathan at jonathan.lembright@fh.org or visit
www.go-ed.net.

Christian sightseeing and graphic novels 
PALOS HEIGHTS, USA—Dr. Annalee Ward presented
“Christian Theme Parks and Museums:A Righteous Vacation?”
and Bill Boerman-Cornell spoke on“Graphic Novels for the
Classroom:More than Maus”at the Christian Educators
Association Conference in South Bend,Ind.,USA,in Oct.2008.
Ward is Professor ofCommunication Arts and Boerman-Cornell is
Assistant Professor ofEducation at Trinity Christian College.

Chaplin on politics in US and Canada
TORONTO, CANADA—Institute for Christian StudiesAdjunct
Faculty Jonathan Chaplin lectured at Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan,on Oct.27,2008.His lecture was titled
“Thinking Christianly - Voting Secularly? How to Vote in
November (2028).” Chaplin noted that while we are voting now,
Christians must also think a generation ahead in order to make a
real impact as Christian citizens who don’t simply follow secular
fashion.He also gave a public lecture at ICS on Oct.28 for
Citizens for Public Justice—on “Faith in Diversity:Integrity and
Solidarity in a Plural Society.”

DeVries speaks on ethics
PALOS HEIGHTS, USA—Dr. Michael DeVries presented
“ Ethics, Postmodernism,and Christian Psychology” at the Society
for Christian Psychology Conference in Schaumburg, Ill., in
September 2008.DeVries is Professor ofPsychology at Trinity
Christian College.

WYSOCS to host speakers Sewell, Wright
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studieshas invited Keith Sewell, Professor ofHistory at Dordt
College, Iowa,to give the Life Matters Summer Lectures on June
5-6,2009.Sewell will give an overview of Christian history since
the Reformation and highlight expressions ofour faith which hold
promise for the challenges of the future. Bishop N.T. (Tom)
Wright has accepted an invitation to come back to WYSOCS June
10-11,2010.

Journal calls for papers
COMMERCE,USA—Christian Higher Education: An International
Journal ofResearch and Practice (CHE)is a refereed archival forum
which publishes papers from practitioners and scholars around the
world in all academic disciplines and professions. CHE solicits
papers about developments being innovated and tested by those
engaged in the study and practice ofChristian higher education.
Essays explore problems and discuss issues in depth.

Innovative projects reported are at the cutting edge of progress and
provide insights into ways and means ofimproving the modern
practice ofChristian higher education. Research papers published
in the journal are clearly rooted in solid analytical methodologies,
whether quantitative or qualitative.All materials published in CHE
serve as original contributions to the growing literature in the bur-
geoning field of Christian higher education.

Timely reviews of subjects and books ofinterest to faculty, admin-
istrators,counselors, researchers,curriculum developers,scholars
and others will be considered for publication. All papers,including
figures, tables and references, must conform to the specifications
contained in the Publication Manual ofthe American Psychological
Association(5th ed.,2000).Papers that do not adhere to this style
will be returned.All papers should contain an abstract (on a sepa-
rate page) which does not exceed 250 words. E-mail papers which
have not been submitted to other journals to D. Barry Lumsden,
Editor-in-Chief, at lumsden@tamu-commerce.edu.

Dialog Network forms in Latin America
MIAMI, USA—About 20 people participated in thefour-day Latin
American educational consultation in Miami,Florida,Oct. 10-13,
2008.The meeting was called by Joel Huyser, Christian Reformed
Missions coordinator for Latin America.The attendees represented
Christian Reformed World Missions, Universidad Evangelia de
las Americas-UNELA (Costa Rica),Missionary Ventures in
Nicaragua,the Nehemiah Center in Nicaragua,El Verbo in
Honduras, Missionary Ventures in Guatemala,COCREF
(Dominican Republic),CRECH (Haiti),Worldwide Christian
Schools-USA, Worldwide Christian Schools-Canada, Calvin
College, Dordt College, and Alta Vista.

Participants shared their experiences, vision and programs, then
worked in groups on recommendations. They agreed to create a
network of dialog partners called REEDUCA (Redes de Educación
Cristiana de las Americas/Networks of Christian Education of the
Americas).Its mission is to equip leaders and teachers of educa-
tional institutions in the Americas for the development oftransfor-
mational education.

The following 3-5 year strategies were approved:
Training ofteachers and formation of teams that can multiply what
is being taught
Leadership training and institutional development,particularly for
associations of schools
Regional research teams to investigate local educational needs 
Development ofa model teacher education curriculum which can
then be negotiated with local evangelical colleges and which can be
used to define themes for workshops and writing projects
Daniel Aragon of the Nehemiah Center in Managua,Nicaragua,
was appointed as provisional director, assisted by a small steering
committee. Since the October meeting, Daniel Aragon has been
active visiting the various sites, conducting workshops, and
preparing to implement the adoptedstrategies.

On March 23-25 the group will reconvene at the NehemiahCenter
in Managua,Nicaragua.(reported by John Van Dyk)

Mentoring teachers and administrators
HAMILTON, ONT., CANADA—Worldwide Christian Schools
(WWCS) has developed a program called Walking Together to pro-
mote professional development for the indigenous teachers in part-
nering schools. The program’s focus is the education and mentoring
of teachers and school administrators.It provides college education
courses, conferences, seminars and workshops on Christian per-
spective,methodology and curriculum development;it offers
teacher support/mentoring to help teachers develop their God
given teaching abilities to their full potential for specific grade levels
and curricula;and it offers school support via leadership workshops
and mentoring ofprincipals, administrative staff and school board
members.
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Funded by WWCS and supporters,this three-tiered support is
offered by experienced teachers from North America who are will-
ing to share their gifts with others.Contact canada@wwcs.org or
info@wwcs.org if you are interested.

University opens counseling center
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA—Dr . Ioan Ceuta, President of
Romanian Bible University, reports that RBU has opened a
Counseling Center in Bucharest.The Center offers counseling for
children,teens, and adults, as well as premarital,marital,addiction,
pastoral,and leadership counseling. See
http://www.consiliere.org.ro/.

Research on impact of global education
MBEYA, TANZANIA—Rev.Angolwisye I. Malambugi present-
ed two papers at Teofilo Kisanji University in October and
November 2008.His first topic was the biography of Mwalimu J.K.
Nyerere,the first President ofTanzania,and second was “Research
and Oral History.” He also gave a paper on “The Church and
Globalization” at Utengule Theological College in November. His
current research focuses on the history of education in Africa,par-
ticularly the impact ofglobal education in Africa,with special refer-
ence to Tanzania.

Seminary Choir Tour

CAGAYAN, PHILIPPINES—A choir (pictured above) from
Aparri Bible Seminary blessed many churches on their 20-concert
tour in December. Esmelito Acson, seminary administrator, says
the tour was an opportunity to strengthen faith and promote the
seminary. The choir and accompanying staff members were thank-
ful for the seminary’s recently acquired service vehicles, which safe-
ly and comfortable transported the group.

Consortium sponsors ethics conference
BERKELY, CA, USA—China Academic Consortium (CAC) spon-
sored Christianity and Confucianism, a comparative ethics conference,
at Sun Yat-Sen University in Guangzhou,China,May 16-18,2008.
This international conference provided an occasion for a very fruit-
ful dialogue between CAC Christian scholars from America and
Chinese specialists on Confucius, philosophy and ethics. The two
groups were united in their desire for solid mutual understanding.
The conference papers were also presented afterward at the Center
for Christian Culture Studies at Shaanxi Normal University in Xian
with great success. CAC is negotiating with a publisher in Beijing to
publish the conference proceedings.

Providence names new president
ONTARIO, CA, USA—Providence Christian College’s Board of
Directors has unanimously approved the appointment ofDr. J.
Derek Halvorson as the college’s second president,effective July 1.
Halvorson is currently serving as Regional Director of

Development for Covenant College in Lookout Mountain,Georgia.
He will succeed Jim Den Ouden,who is retiring at the end ofJune.

Halvorson brings both academic and business savvy to the college.
He holds a doctorate in late medieval history from Loyola
University, Chicago,and has a decade ofexperience in financial
markets, constituent relations, and fundraising. Perhaps most vital is
his keen sense ofmission and vision for Christian higher education:
“I look forward to seeing Providence’s graduates spill out into Los
Angeles and the wider world, firmly grounded in Truth, thoroughly
equipped for discerning interaction with the culture around them,
and fully engaged in the manifestation of Christ’s kingdom in fami-
ly, community, church, and world,” he says.

Redeemer holds Zylstra Lectures
ANCASTER,CANADA—Redeemer University College held
their annual Bernard Zylstra Lectures on Nov. 5,2008.The lecture
series is named after the late Dr. Bernard Zylstra who was trained
in theology,law and philosophy of jurisprudence. Dr. Zylstra
taught political philosophy at the Institute for Christian Studies
in Toronto and served with great distinction as its principal for
many years. The lectures were given by Dr. Gideon Strauss and
were titled “Jesus and Me…and Everything.”

Powell: Service learning, Field placement
PALOS HEIGHTS, USA—Dr. Patricia Powell gave two presenta-
tions at the Teacher Education Division of the Council for
Exceptional Children Conference, Nov. 5-8,2008,in Dallas, Texas:
“Honored to be a Part of Service-Learning” and “Expectations for
Pre-service Teacher Candidates in Introductory and Intermediate
Field Placement Experiences.” Powell is Associate Professor of
Education at Trinity Christian College.

IICS seeks executive vice-president
KANSAS CITY, USA—The International Institute for Christian
Studies(IICS) now has 42 professors serving in 18 countries. Even
more universities are looking to the IICS for professors and that is
why they seek an executive vice-president.E-mail iics@iics.com for
the full job description.

Editor’s note:We are pleased to announce upcoming conferences and calls for
papers in Contact. To announce your conference, e-mail the information to
iapche@dordt.edu.We will announce the conference once and include it in the
Conference Reminders section in subsequent issues as is date-appropriate.

Rekindling Christian Imagination
TORONTO, CANADA—The 2009 Institute for Christian Studies
Worldview Conference, Rekindling Christian Imagination,features ICS alum-
nus Dr. David Smith,current Director of the Kuyers Institute for Christian
Teaching and Learning at Calvin College as well as Associate Professor,
Department of Germanic and Asian Languages at Calvin College.As
Smith says, “We tend to associate imagination with fantasy, and reality with
facts, but the ways in which we picture the world to ourselves have a great
deal to do with how we live in it.The Scriptures bid to shape our imagina-
tions, weaning us away from reductive ways of seeing and towards a graced
vision of the world.”

Upcoming locations and dates for this conference include Calgary - Feb.
28;Edmonton - Mar. 21;Sioux Center - April 18;Toronto - Sept. 26;
Ottawa - Oct. 3; Grand Rapids - Nov. 7. For further information and to
register, visit http://www.icscanada.edu/events/.

Symposium on Religion and Politics
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Henry Institute will sponsor the fifth 

...conference announcements continue on page 13
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biennial* Symposium on Religion and PoliticsApril 23-25,2009, at the Prince
Conference Center on the Calvin College campus in Grand Rapids, MI.
The purpose ofthe conference is to provide an opportunity for scholars
working in this field of study to come together to present papers related to
their current research, to foster personal and professional networks, to
facilitate joint research endeavors,and to learn about research opportunities
in the field.Symposium attendance is open to anyone interested in the
areas ofdiscussion.Registration forms are available on the Henry Institute
website:www.calvin.edu/henry/schedule/2009symposium.htm.

*In order to place the Symposium on a calendar year that alternates with numerous other
opportunities for scholarship and presentation, the Symposium is being scheduled for
2009, though the most recent Symposium was held in the spring of2008. After the
upcoming April event, a biennial schedule will resume.

Christ-centered Adult Education
INDIAN APOLIS, IN, USA—The CCCU Center for Research in Adult
Learning, a joint effort of the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities
and Indiana Wesleyan University, has announced its inaugural conference:
Enhancing the Quality ofChrist-centered Adult Education. The conference is
May 12-13,2009at the Greenwood Education Center, near Indianapolis,
IN. For more information on the conference and about the Center, please
go to www.indwes.edu/cral.

First Hispanic Christ & Culture Conference
RIO GRANDE VALLEY, TX, USA—The Edinburg Theological Seminary
is planning a five-day conference focusing on Christ as Lord ofScience; Christ
as Lord ofEconomics and the State; Christ as Lord ofEducation and the Family;
Christ as Lord ofArt, Literature and Cinema; and Christ as Lord ofLife. On
May 20-24,2009,they hope bring in Hispanic writers,artists, musicians,
journalists, and other professionals to help guide/contribute to the discus-
sions. Contact the Director ofGraduate Studies, Dr. J.P. Roberts at
jroberts_ets@edinburgseminary.org.

Christian Faith and Human Flourishing? 
KAMPEN, NETHELANDS—The Protestant Theological University orga-
nizes its first international conference on Human Flourishing: Exploring
Protestant Goods in Changing Contexts, to be held June 8-10,2009. The objec-
tive is to discover afresh the relevance ofreligion for today’s society.

Specialists in theology will reflect on the interaction between lived religion
and societies in transformation. They will not simply interpret the goods of
the Christian practice in terms of prosperity and happiness. In their lec-
tures they will address the situation of people who live in marginal circum-
stances and those who face failure,sin and disappointment.

The theme ofthe third day of the conference is Best Practices in PhD
Research, in cooperation with The Netherlands School for Advanced Studies
in Theology and Religion.The objective is to stimulate and improve PhD
research. For more information, visit www.pthu.nl/humanflourishing.

Pollsters and Parishioners
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Henry Institute will hold a week-long semi-
nar on Pollsters and Parishioners: Survey Research and American ReligionJune 11-
17,2009. The seminar is designed for graduate students and recent Ph.D.
graduates who are interested in the topic. Selection is competitive,with
anticipated participation by 12 applicants. Travel costs and room/board will
be provided.For additional information and application, contact Corwin
Smidt;The Henry Institute;Calvin College;3201 Burton St.SE;Grand
Rapids, MI 49546.Email:smid@calvin.edu.Phone:616.526.6233.
Application materials must be received by Monday,March 2,2009,with
selections made by March 23.

IICS Vision Conference
KANSAS CITY, USA—The True Significance in the Academy: The Legacy of
Christian ScholarshipConference will explore what we as Christian academi-
cians and professionals should pass on to future generations. It will address
questions such as, "What should be our legacy as scholars who follow
Christ?" Featuring Dr. Walter Kaiser, Dr. Elaine Storkey,and Dr. Dean

Trulear, "The Christian Worldview Conference With A Global Vision" will
meet on July 16-18,2009at the Airport Hilton in Kansas City, Missouri.
More information at www.iics.com.

Program Development
SINGAPORE—The International Council for Higher Education will hold
its next Regional Seminar July 30-Aug. 1,2009, in Singapore. The theme
will be Programs and Program Development. There will be four major presenta-
tions on Urban Mission,Current Economic Trends, Integrated Curriculum,
and Leadership Development.Participants are asked to prepare an abstract
not exceeding two pages on any topic under the tracks mentioned above.
There will be time to present these abstracts. You may develop these
abstracts into a full article later, which will be published in the ICHE jour-
nal.Possible topics are integrated courses on any subject,various aspects of
poverty, HIV and AIDS, gender issues, environmental issues, Christian per-
spectives on handling the economic recession,innovations in higher educa-
tion, etc.

Bethany International University will host the seminar, providing accom-
modation, all meals and local transportation. Delegates will be put up in the
homes ofBethany’s friends and well-wishers in Singapore.Arrangements
will be made for those who prefer to stay in hotels, which vary in costs. For
further details, please contact Dr. Paul Mohan Raj,ICHE Program
Coordinator; 54,MIG, HGB Colony,V Block; Koramangala,Bangalore
560095.Email:program_development@ichemail.org.Kindly confirm your
participation before March 31.

...conference announcements continue on page 14
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Bridging the gap: integrating Christian faith and 
professional practice in a pluralistic society
Biezenmortel,TheNetherlands, April 20-23,2009, IAPCHE
regional conference organized by Christian University - Ede,
Reformed University - Zwolle, Driestar University - Gouda,and
Protestant Theological University - Kampen,Utrecht, Leiden.For
more information, see www.iapche2009.eu 

Teaching for Transformation: 
Pedagogy with Christian Worldview
Antipolo City, Philippines, May 11-16,2009, ASDECS and
IAPCHE.See article on page 1.

Faculty Development on Politics
Cape Town,RSA,June 8-22,2009,Nagel Institute ofCalvin
College and the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities.
To apply, seewww.calvin.edu/nagel.

500th anniversary of John Calvin’s birth
Toronto, Canada,June 18-21,2009, Institute for Christian
Studies, University of Toronto, and the Toronto School of
Theology;contact bsweetman@icscanada.edu.

Darwin and Design
Leeds, England,October 30-31,2009,West Yorkshire School of
Christian Studies, contact wysocaarthur@btconnect.com.

Pre-WARC Assembly: 
Reformed Mission in an Age of World Christianity
Grand Rapids, USA,June 15-17,2010, Calvin College and
IAPCHE.See article this page.

IAPCHE International Conference
Pusan, South Korea, July 25-29, 2011. Kosin

University. Save the dates; 
more information in the next issue of Contact .

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date order



Intelligent Design & Artificial Intelligence
PASADENA, USA—A Symposium on Intelligent Design & Artificial
Intelligence: The Ghost in the Machine?will be held at the Hilton in Pasadena,
Calif., July 30-Aug. 2, 2009, sponsored by the Institute for Interdisciplinary
Research (IIR) and the International Christian Studies Association (ICSA).
IIR-ICSA invites papers addressing a fascinating area ofinterdisciplinary
research: science-theology dialogue. While physicists search for the “God
particle” and a unified theory of everything, others are fascinated by a
designer universe permeated with fractals. Yet,on the cusp ofa grand the-
ory explaining everything, new scientific findings suggest that most of the
universe is still unknown,given dark matter and black holes, the Big Bang
and the riddle of life’s origins. Some scientists, philosophers and theolo-
gians seek to bridge the cognitive gap between natural science and religion,
evolution and creation, by the notion of“emergence”–an energy, force, or
blueprint inherent in nature. What is meant by “emergence,” and what is its
relationship to evolution and creation? Can emergence be understood as
“cosmic genesis,” the work of a Creator-God who is also a Master
Programmer? What is the nature of fractals? Why does design go “all the
way down,” hence pointing to an Intelligent Designer? And what is the
relationship between intelligent design and artificial intelligence? Presenters
are encouraged to connect with relevant ideas and articles in the Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies, which aspires to synergy,synthesis and cumulative
knowledge,if not wisdom.

Abstracts (250 words) due:1 April 2009:c/o Dr. O. Gruenwald,JIS Editor;
1065 Pine Bluff Dr.; Pasadena,CA 91107,USA or by email (no 
attachments) to:. Include first and last name, faculty or student,mailing
address, phone and email.Fully-developed papers will be considered for 
publication in the Journal ofInterdisciplinary StudiesXXII 2010.Conference
Web site:. Conference participants must pre-register.

Transformational Development Conference
ST. DAVIDS, PA, USA—Food for the Hungry and Eastern University are
pleased to host the 2nd annual Transformational Development Conference.
Confirmed speakers include Rene Padilla,Tony Campolo, Jaisankar Sarma,
and Benjamin Homan.We are currently soliciting proposal submissions for
workshop presentations;which may take form in papers,panels, or creative
presentations. This meeting is scheduled for August 7–9,2009on Eastern
University’s campus. Visit www.TDconference.org for the call for papers
and regsitration form.

Teaching, Learning, and Christian Practices
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—There have been substantial theological discus-
sions in recent years concerning the nature and significance ofChristian
practices such as hospitality, Sabbath-keeping, forgiveness, intentional com-
munity, healing, prayer, worship, liturgy,spiritual reading and so on—
emphasizing that faith is not reducible to a mere system ofideas and
beliefs. There has also been significant discussion in the world of education
regarding the nature of educational practice and ofteaching and learning
settings as communities ofpractice. The Kuyers Institute for Christian 
Teaching and Learning (www.pedagogy.net) will host a conference Oct. 29-
31,2009, that seeks to address the intersection between these discussions,
asking how Christian practices illuminate, challenge,or contribute to
Christian teaching and learning.

Papers are invited from across the disciplines that connect some aspect of
Christian practice with some aspect ofteaching and learning. This might
include discussion ofthe direct introduction ofa specific Christian practice
into a classroom setting, as well as exploration of how Christian practices
might function more paradigmatically to influence how we think about and
design teaching and learning. Both theoretical studies and accounts ofprac-
tice are welcome.

Paper proposals of1-2 pages, including 100-word abstracts‚ should be sent
via e-mail to seminars@calvin.edu no later than April 15,2009.Notification
of acceptance will be made by May 15,2009.Additional information
regarding the conference is available under the Conferences section at
www.calvin.edu/scs/.

International Forum calls for presentations
ATLANTA, USA—A Request for Presentations for the International
Forum on Christian Higher Education, to be held Feb. 24-26,2010,in
Atlanta,Georgia,USA,is now online at www.cccu.org/f orum2010.
Students, faculty, administrators and friends ofChrist-centered higher edu-
cation will come together from around the world to share ideas, fellowship
and gain new vision and direction.The times we live in are critical,full of
crises and opportunities. In Atlanta,a place ofsignificant cultural influence,
the International Forum on Christian Higher Education convenes to be a
place to learn about Critical Breakthroughs.

Reformed Mission in an Age of World Christianity
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—In June 2010 the Reformed Ecumenical Council
and the World Alliance ofReformed Churches will meet in Grand Rapids,
MI, to unite their efforts. Over 1000 delegates and official representatives
will participate in this assembly.

Just prior to the assemby,Calvin College,in partnership with IAPCHE,will
host a conference to explore global reformed Christian expressions of
faith,reformed principles for global engagement and the future of world-
wide partnerships within this portion of the Christian church. The purpose
is to strengthen the contributions ofreformed Christian faith to the global
influence ofworld Christianity.

The pre-aasembly conference will be held at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids from the evening of June 15 to noon on June 17,2010.Invited
registrants include delegates and official representatives to the pre-Uniting
General Counsel assembly, Calvin College faculty, and IAPCHE members.
Conference fee for IAPCHE members will be $150US, which includes
meals;transportation and lodging are additional.

Conference description
IAPCHE will coordinate the conference presentations. Submit your pro-
posal (iapche@dordt.edu,subject:WARC) on one ofthese four themes:
-   Living Roots for Living Water. Within the reformed Christian tradition

what roots are the wellspring for refreshment and renewal regarding
the future of this tradition’s contribution to global Christianity? How
might we most effectively understand and encourage the connections
between the past and future of this tradition? 

-   Translation across Borders. Each person is a unique confluence offaith,
knowledge and experience. But we live in a world of global Christianity
and multiple non-Christian faith traditions where religious and cultural
borders are crossed regularly. How should reformed Christians nourish
their Christian roots? How do we work effectively as Christians in
receiving and giving across cultures? 

-   The Covenantal Community. In baptism Christians are united with Christ,
baptized into his death and resurrection.What does it mean to be a
global reformed Christian community that responds to God’s covenant
and then covenants with each other? How should those covenants be
framed in the 21st century? 

-   Roles at the Table ofthe Church. Participation in the church is at the core
of Christian calling. Yet in the reformed family the church is one insti-
tution among many others with overlapping responsibilities, and other
institutions are not seen as subsidiaries ofthe church. We must wisely
discern which tasks and responsibilities should be most appropriately
led and governed by each of these multiple institutions. How do we
provide for beneficial differentiation among the church and its related
institutions at this time ofglobal cultural engagement?

The conference will be designed to be friendly to registrants from many
countries and cultures;planners expect significant discussion among the
participants themselves along with contributions ofexpert speakers and
panelists. Along with two plenary sessions, the event will be structured
around short briefs, paper summaries and panels that can engage confer-
ence registrants. The principal language of the conference will be English,
but translation services into multiple languages will be provided.It is likely
that translation will be available in Spanish,French and Korean.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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The Enchanting World of the Drakensburg Mountains by
Bennie van der Walt ; Potchefstroom: Printing Things (2008)
251 pages, ISBN: 1-86822-429-5.
With lively prose, van der Walt takes his readers to the Drakensburg
Mountains ofSouth Africa through the eyes and ears of his adventurous
family, who explored them on foot.Van der Walt provides stories ofadven-
ture interwoven with interesting details about the region’s history, inhabi-
tants, birds and animals, rock paintings, weather, etc. This third printing can
be ordered directly from van der Walt;email hannah@intekom.co.za.

For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for
Creation Care by Steve Bouma-Prediger; Ada, Mich.: Baker
Academic (2001) 240 pages, ISBN: 978-0801022982. 
Thomas Aquinas once stated that “any error about creation also leads to an
error about God.” At a time when it seems humans have erred much in
their treatment of the planet,this book explores the relationship between
Christianity and the natural world in the most thorough evangelical treat-
ment available on a theology of creation care.

An esteemed scholar of ecology and theology,Steven Bouma-Prediger
claims that “authentic Christian faith requires ecological obedience.” This
substantive yet accessible book argues that true Christianity acknowledges
the responsibility and privilege Christians have been given as stewards of
the earth. Sure to provoke dialogue, For the Beauty ofthe Earthwill be wel-
comed by professors and students oftheology,ecology,and contemporary
culture.

“Globalization, Nationalism and Christian Higher
Education in Northeast Asia” by Peter Tze Ming Ng , in
Christian Higher Education , Vol. 8, No. 1; Philadelphia:
Routledge (2008) pp. 54-67, ISSN: 1536-3759.
An examination of Christian higher education as a case study in the parallel
processes ofglobalization and localization, this paper tries to reveal a better
picture of the interplay between them.Tze Ming Ng compares the socio-
political contexts in three Northeast Asian countries, namely China,Japan
and Korea in the 19th and early 20th centuries, and discusses how Christian
higher education responded to the issue ofnationalism in these countries.
Christian higher education played very different roles in response to differ-
ent situations, with different results.

The Green Bible , by Harper Bibles, with a forward by Desmond
Tutu and essays by N. T. Wright, Calvin De Witt, Brian McLaren
and others; New York: HarperOne (2008) 1440 pages, ISBN: 978-
0061627996.
What does the Bible say about taking care of the earth? This New Revised
Standard Version Bible highlights passages pertaining to the environment in
green text. It includes essays on faith and earth-keeping by notable
Christian leaders and an index of “green”topics. The paper and binding are
made from recycled materials and it is printed with soy-based ink.The
Bible takes creation care seriously,and the Green Bible will help believers
do the same.

Man and God: The Transforming Power of Biblical
Religion by B.J. van der Walt ; Potchefstroom: Printing Things
(2008) 520 pages, ISBN: 1-86822-270-5. 
This work asks questions which great thinkers (and small children) have
contended with for centuries—questions like Where do I come from? What
does God look like?—and it grapples with these problems from a Christian
perspective.Despite all our attempts to ignore the most important ques-
tions of life, we cannot really put these questions to rest,especially during
crisis situations. Written for students and novice philosophers,this book
will stimulate serious thinking and also serve as inspiration for the daily
application of Christianity to all areas oflife. This second printing can be
ordered directly from van der Walt;email hannah@intekom.co.za.

Paradise of God: Renewing Religion in an Ecological
Age by Norman Wirzba; New York: Oxford University Press

(2007) 256 pages, ISBN: 978-0195333503. 
In this provocative book,Wirzba argues that the doctrine ofcreation, when
understood as a statement about the moral and spiritual meaning ofthe
world, actually holds the key to a true understanding ofour place in the
environment and our responsibility toward it. He contends that an adequate
response to environmental destruction depends on a new formulation of
ourselves as part of a created whole, rather than as autonomous, unencum-
bered individuals. Drawing on the work of biblical scholars,ecologists,
agrarians, philosophers,theologians, and cultural critics, Wirzba develops a
comprehensive worldview that grows out ofthe idea that the world is
God’s creation.

While the text of Genesis has historically encouraged a vision ofpersons as
masters of creation, a more theologically and ecologically sensitive render-
ing, he says, would be to say that we are servants ofcreation. Our present
culture, Wirzba believes, results from a denial ofcreation that has caused
modern problems as diverse as rootlessness, individualism,careerism,bore-
dom,and consumerism.The recovery of the meaning ofcreation can lead
to a renewed sense ofhuman identity and vocation, and happier, more
peaceful lives. He concludes by offering practical advice for individuals who
wish to begin the work of transformation and renewal.Moving beyond the
usual political debates, The Paradise ofGodpresents a compelling vision ofa
new religious environmentalism.

Pews, Prayers, and Participation: Religion and Civic
Responsibility in America by Corwin E. Smidt , Kevin R.
den Dulk, James M. Penning, Stephen V. Monsma , and
Douglas L. Koopman ; Washington, DC: Georgetown Univ.
Press (2008) 280 pages, ISBN: 978-1589012172. 
A fresh approach to key questions about what role religion plays in foster-
ing civic responsibility in contemporary American society. Written by five
prominent scholars of religion and politics, the book articulates how reli-
gion shapes participation in a range of civic activities, from behaviors (such
as membership in voluntary associations, volunteering, and charitable con-
tributions) to capacities (e.g., civic skills and knowledge),to virtues (e.g.,
law-abidingness, tolerance, and work ethic).

In the course of their study the authors examine whether an individual
exhibits a diminished,a privatized,a public, or an integrated form of reli-
gious expression,based on the individual’s level of participation in both the
public (worship) or private (prayer) dimensions ofreligious life. They ques-
tion whether the privatization of religious life is counterproductive to
engagement in public life,and they show that religion does indeed play a
significant role in fostering civic responsibility across each of its particular
facets. Pews, Prayers, and Participationwill be ofparticular interest to students
and scholars of religion and politics, and culture and politics, as well as gen-
eral readers with an interest in the impact ofreligion in the public sphere.

The Reformed Ecumenical Council’s Youth Work: 1980-
2005 edited by Richard L. van Houten; Grand Rapids: Reformed
Ecumenical Council (2008) 191 pages, ISSN: 1534-259.
The widely appreciated youth ministry of the REC is now highlighted in
this special collection of17 essays and speeches, gathered from REC con-
ferences and publications. Essays include “Integrating Youth in the Full
Life and Work of the Church,” by James Lont;“Discipleship:Biblical
Perspectives,” by A.B. duToit; “Youth in Evangelism,” by Harry Burggraaf;
and many others.May be ordered from the REC office;email
rvh@recweb.org.

Reordered Love, Reordered Lives: Learning the Deep
Meaning of Happiness by David K. Naugle ; Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans (2008) 211 pages, ISBN: 978-0-8028-2817-0.
Naugle presents a significantly countercultural view of happiness. Contrary
to popular opinion,he says, happiness is not a person-relative “do your
own thing”or an intense hedonistic pursuit.Rather, it is the condition of
genuine human fulfillment and flourishing rooted in a relationship with
God whose mercy and grace demonstrated in Jesus Christ reorders our
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loves and lives in righteous and virtuous ways through the Holy Spirit so
that we are able to enjoy, indeed,to relish,all aspects oflife and creation
appropriately in him.

“[Naugle’s] prose is engaging, peppered with intriguing quotes from pop
culture books, music and movies that propel his exposition along. The
author’s discussion ofvirtues is particularly compelling, and his presenta-
tion breathes new life into this topic. Many Christians will enjoy this book
and be renewed in their quest for true happiness.” ~ Publishers Weekly,
October 13,2008

Wendell Berry and the Cultivation of Life: A Reader’s
Guide by J. Matthew Bonzo and Michael R. Stevens; Wheaton:
Brazos Press (2008) 208 pages, ISBN: 978-1587431951.
Institute for Christian Studiesalum Matt Bonzo and Michael Steven pro-
vide an excellent introduction to the work of Wendell Berry as they attempt
to unpack and explore the relevance ofhis critical,yet unusually hopeful
vision.This guide brings Berry’s vision ofhealth and healing to bear upon
such areas as the economy, globalization, the university, and the church.

This book confronts readers with the question persistently raised in Berry’s
works:How can we sustain meaningful lives against the background of a
consumeristic, dislocated age? This timely guide will benefit theology,litera-
ture,and sociology students as well as pastors and ecology groups. Readers
will discover how to flesh out Berry’s worldview and foster a culture of life
in their neighborhoods, educational systems, churches, and homes.
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