
QUERÉTARO, MEXICO—Planning is well underway
for another faculty enrichment program,this time to be
held at Instituto Libre de Mexico de Estudios Superiores
(ILMES – the Free Institute in Mexico for Higher
Studies) in Querétaro, Mexico. This program will be con-
ducted in Spanish.Held November 12 – 16,each day will
focus on a theme, as follows:

12 November, Arrival in Querétaro
13 November, Fundamental Views.
Presenters:Adolfo Garcia de la Sienra,David K. Naugle
14 November, Pedagogy. 
Presenters:Daniel Aragon,John Van Dyk
15 November, Reaching Students. Presenters:Ruth Padilla
DeBorst,Rafael Rodriguez de Leon (tentative)
16 November, Moving Forward, departure. 

Each faculty enrichment program held by IAPCHE
focuses on working with Christian teachers with less than
15 years of experience to help them become more effec-
tive in the classroom by relating their faith with subject
matter. It also seeks to strengthen the ministry of each
institution.Participants ofthese programs can network,
strengthen ties, and learn, together, how to manage their
classroom and better relate their faith to their subject
matter.

Full fees (1735MEP/135 USD) include four nights lodg-
ing at ILMES along with three daily meals and a snack.
Commuter fees (900 MEP/70USD) include the mid-day
meal and snack.

The Spanish article at the right has more details. To view
the website, brochure,and find information on registra-
tion, all in Spanish,visit the ProED website at
http://www.iapcheproed.vpweb.com.
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SHILLONG, INDIA—Geof f Beech, Academic Dean,
National Institute for Christian Education, New South
Wales, Australia,is the chief resource person for the
third faculty enrichment program organized for the
Asia/Oceania region.The theme is “Better Christian
Teachers:An Enrichment Program for College
Teachers.” IAPCHE is co-organizing this event with the
Student Christian Movement ofIndia.

Shillong is the capital of Meghalaya State, a hill town in
the northeastern part of India.Abundant rainfall,sun-
shine, virgin forests, high plateaus, tumbling waterfalls,

crystal clear rivers,meandering streamlets help to label
Meghalaya “Scotland ofthe East.” The nearest airport is
Guwahati, which is a 2-hour drive from Shillong.

Travel subsidy now available!
Check these links for more information:
http://www.iapche.org/FEP_NE_india_Brochure.pdf
http://www.iapche.org/f ep-registration-india.htm
https://iapche.wufoo.com/forms/request-for-travel-subsidy/

Or, email Dr. J.Dinakarlal,IAPCHE Director for
Asia/Oceania,asiaoceania@iapche.org.

QUERÉTARO, MÉXICO—IAPCHE está planeando
otro programa de enriquecimiento docente, esta ocasión
acogido por el Instituto Libre de México de Estudios
Superiores (ILMES),ubicado en Querétaro, México.
Todas las actividades serán en castellano (habrá traduc-
ción simultánea en la conferencia del Dr. Naugle y Dr.
Van Dyk).Empezando el 12 de noviembre,y hasta el 16,
en cada día se enfocará un tema,conforme a la lista sigu-
iente:

12 de noviembre: Llegada a Querétaro
13 de noviembre: La visión fundamental.Conferencistas:
Adolfo García de la Sienra y David K. Naugle.
14 de noviembre: Pedagogía.Conferencistas:Daniel
Aragón y John Van Dyk.
15 de noviembre: Cómo alcanzar a los estudiantes.
Conferencistas:Ruth Padilla DeBorst y Rafael Rodríguez
de León (tentativo)
16 de noviembre: Discusión de las tareas pendientes y clausura.

Acerca de los presentadores
Daniel Aragón trabaja en el Centro Nehemías, en
Nicaragua,como Coordinador de Programas Escolares
Cristianos. Junto con su esposa,Darling, fundó el Colegio
Cristiano Monte Hermón en las afueras de Managua.
Aragón también coordina REEDUCA (Red de
Educadores Cristianos de las Américas),mediante la cual
entrena equipos internacionales en la cosmovisión bíblica
y temas pedagógicos.

Adolfo García de la Sienra recibió su maestría y doctor-
ado en filosofía de la Universidad de Stanford, California.
Desde 1998 ha trabajado en la Universidad Veracruzana,
donde ha impartido teoría económica y filosofía de la
ciencia.Es fundador y actualmente director del Instituto

Shillong faculty enrichment program 4-9 November
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In North America the school year
has begun.In musical terms, the
improvisational jazz ofthe chaotic
holidays has given way to the more
orderly rhythm and meter ofthe
classical minuet.My own family
shares in this return to routine,
with our schedules for each day
and week posted on our refrigera-
tor. Like the sun and moon,our
lives follow a predictable course.

This predictability seems to follow
a longer timeline as well.As we cycle through the years we parents
generally hope that our children will develop in a predictable way.
We want them to learn more about the world so that they ultimately
find their way in it,to a job and even a career. We want them to
find friends and even find someone to marry.

There is a comfort and even beauty to this predictability. In Psalm
19,David’s joyful lyrics connect the regularity ofcreation with the
confidence we can have in the law. Just as the sun runs its course,
so too are the Lord’s precepts reliable.

But we need to make sure that we do not confuse the reliability of
God with predictability. As much as we would like our children to
find comfort in the world, either through a job or through mar-
riage,Christian parents desire that our children—above all else—
follow God.Such following often results in unpredictable turns.

These turns can send our children into kingdom service thousands
of miles away.God may call them to work in dangerous or destitute
places. He may require them to take unfashionable stands within
their culture.He may call them to singleness. He may consign them
to years of peering through a microscope or a telescope. The
Christian life may be many things, but it is not generally the “easy
life.”

But a life turned to God is not without joy, blessing, or even com-
fort. When my children began the routine ofplaying their instru-
ments, they never knew of the delights they would find in music.
Yes, they still complain about the daily practice routine, but I now
catch them humming and singing both concertos and jazz solos. In
the coming years they may come to rely on these memories and
abilities as they grow into the Lord’s service. So too, through the
crazy turns of our own lives we uncover new delights.

Now, it is easy to assume as we get older that our lives become
more predictable. After all,we’ve asked all the big questions and
come up with provisional solutions. However, the turning around
of our lives doesn’t stop when we grow up. The disciples had no
idea that their lives would take a dramatic turn when they respond-
ed to Jesus’“f ollow me.” Peter, a Galilean fisherman,became a
great preacher; Paul,the zealous teacher of the law and persecutor
of Christians became the first great missionary and a tent maker. So
too, we need to be prepared for the unsettling and delightful turns
that meeting God can take.

Taking his cue from the 4th century African Bishop Augustine of
Hippo, IAPCHE member David Naugle (in Reordered Love, Reordered
Lives) highlights this re-ordering ofour lives that goes with follow-
ing Jesus. Drawing from others,he notes the beauty ofmountains

that literally arise from “geological upheavals, cataclysmic

tremors,and massive earthquakes.” Changing our lives to better fol-
low God creates a similar beauty and delight for all the world to
see.

In our series ofFaculty Enrichment Programs (FEPs),we want to
both remind ourselves ofGod’s reliable presence and also encour-
age each other to continue the unsettling task offollowing God.
This may require our members to challenge the reigning assump-
tions of our culture and our discipline. So we spend a day introduc-
ing participants to the importance ofthinking from a Christian per-
spective.But this also means that we develop our teaching practices,
so we spend another day exploring ways to better prepare our stu-
dents for kingdom service.

We know that this re-ordering ofour lives cannot be accomplished
on our own.There are no solitary Christians, but rather members
of one body that encourages its members to “hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” (Heb 10:23).
So during our FEPs we help faculty members develop a better
understanding ofhow to reach and connect students.

Interestingly this last aspect ofthe faculty enrichment programs is
really an echo of IAPCHE’s central task.We bring together
Christians in higher education from around the world who want to
better understand the implications of our Biblical world view for
kingdom work. Thus our FEPs take their place with our many
other efforts, including conferences, online interactive websites,
email updates, and publications.

We pray that our efforts help you turn the world around!
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(Yo)U-Turning to Kingdom Service
E D I T O R I A L

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Director

Constructivist continued...

key aspects. It might be helpful to note that if knowledge must be
humanly constructed,then the knowledge in lectures is (re)con-
structed too. Christian teachers would construct knowledge by facil-
itating application in assignments, small groups, or projects, not by
just telling applications. Constructivist-realists might discard the
metaphor ofan academic field,with the connotation of fixed
boundaries that must be “covered,” in favor of some dynamic
metaphor that recognizes the subjectivity of students so that knowl-
edge dynamically meets human beings in context.

Constructivism reworked in a faithful epistemology could enrich
Christian 

i Stuart Rowlands, “Two Marks Out ofTen for Constructivism,” in
Proceedings ofthe British Society for Research into Learning Mathematics 19(2),
June 1999,ed.L. Bills, 73-78.

ii Scholar.google.com search, August 31,2009.
iii Frances Sullivan,Syllabus “Instructional Design,” Teachers College

Columbia University, date unknown.
iv Most memorably,Bernard F. Bull, “Constructivist Crap in Christian

Colleges:The Indoctrination of Teacher Education,” in The Educational
Forum, vol. 66,2002,162–164.

v Goodlad,J.I., A Place Called School: Prospects for the Future. (New York:
McGraw-Hill 1984),p. 242.

vi J.Brooks and M.Brooks, In Search ofUnderstanding: The Case for
Constructivist Classrooms(Alexandria,VA: Association for Supervision &
Curriculum Development,1999),3,10.

vii E. Von Glasersfeld,Radical constructivism: A way ofknowing and learning
(London and New York: Routledge,1996),1.

viii Helge Kragh,“Social Constructivism,the Gospel ofScience, and the
Teaching of Physics,” in Constructivism in Science Education: A Philosophical
Examination, ed.M. R.Matthews (Dordrecht: Springer, 1998),125-138.

continued from page 3
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IAPCHE member Ted Newell, Ed. D. (Columbia) teaches worldview
and education theory at Crandall University, Moncton, Canada.

Education’s dominant theory is constructivism, promoted by profes-
sional associations, professors,and government departments, and
gaining ground in university teaching. Duit estimated that 2,500
constructivist research articles were published in education journals
in 1993.i Sixteen years later, a Google Scholar search for the terms
“constructivism” with “teaching or learning” yields 19,000 biblio-
graphic entries.ii

Constructivism is “… perhaps less a theory than a collection of
principles underpinned by the idea that individuals construct knowledge
through interaction with objects and people in their own environments.”iii Data
for constructivism in Christian teacher education programs is hard
to come by but it is widely enough taught to prompt scattered
expressions ofconcern.iv The idea that knowledge is mainly of
individual “construction” should challenge Christians. But could a
bigger picture allow Christian educators to draw confidently on
constructivism?

The force behind constructivism is the perception that teaching
tends towards irrelevance. Constructivists contrast themselves with
objectivistsor instructivists, and constructivist child-centered facilitating
is contrasted with content-oriented teaching. If the age-old model
is “a lot of teacher talk and a lot ofstudent listening...;almost
invariably closed and factual questions;little corrective feedback
and not guidance;… predominantly ...configur[ed] around tradi-
tional activities—all in a virtually affectless environment,” then con-
structivists want education rebuilt from the bottom up.v They say
that their approach is based on research on how people actually
learn, rather than as we might imagine.vi

Perhaps the major living constructivist is Ernst von Glasersfeld,
who writes,

Radical constructivism…starts from the assumption that
knowledge,no matter how it is defined,is in the heads ofper-
sons, and that the thinking subject has no alternative but to
construct what he or she knows on the basis ofhis or her own
experience. What we make of experience constitutes the only
world we consciously live in.… [A]ll kinds ofexperience are
essentially subjective,and though I may find reasons to believe
that my experience may not be unlike yours,I have no way of
knowing that it is the same.vii

Glasersfeld draws on Jean Piaget,whose six decades ofresearch
developed a biological understanding ofknowing. A fact makes
sense within a student’s pre-existing scheme – a perturbance may
either shore up or challenge a construction.Successful adaptations
are superseded by ever more useful adaptations, not only in natural
but also in social environments. Human knowledge arises from
action.Genuine education facilitates ongoing transformations. As
earlier for the philosopher John Dewey,truth in the classic sense,
reality, is unknowable. So genuine learning arises from personal and
social experience, not by taking in knowledge deposits.

Constructivist theorists are diverse but in common they make the
subject to be the starting point ofknowing.

A Christian appropriation?
To Christians, while knowledge is reasoned,it is importantly
revealed.Constructivists seem to propose purely immanent know-

ing. Could Christians make use ofconstructivism?

In a Christian perspective,constructivist “normal” can be only what
is immanently observed.For example, the team which wrote
Women’s Ways ofKnowing(1997) had“normal” as the common expe-
riences ofthe women ofthe study. Without revelation, without a
firm grasp on reality, transcendent norms are not possible.

On the positive side, any advocacy for learning deeper than “just
the facts”should gain a hearing. Transformation of life will be a
Christian teacher’s deepest desire but teachers can focus too much
on objective course contents. One result ofnot seeing the learner
in context is a gap between what teachers think they are achieving
and students’experience. Indeed,Christian resistance to construc-
tivism might be partly a theological reflex: the Holy Spirit is seen to
make “dead knowledge” alive.But the way persons develop also
deserves attention.Studying cognitive structures can help teachers
to understand capabilities ofpersons at various stages. Helge Kragh
cautions, I think rightly, that it is important not to throw the con-
structivist baby out with the bathwater.viii

Christians can also recognize that constructivists are right when
they affirm that there is no given fact.Against naïve scientism (pos-
itivism),Christians recognize that finite beings limited in time and
space do apprehend reality from their personal situations. The ques-
tion is then whether acknowledging perspective must put an end to
confident knowing. One possibility is that Christian educators could
recognize that knowledge is constructed by a process while denying
that knowledge is onlyconstructed.

Critical realism could be a way for Christians to appropriate con-
structivism faithfully. Roy Bhaskar, Thomas F. Torrance, and others
developed realisms that admit human subjectivity without yielding
to relativism.They see that the world is interpreted,yet hold the
possibility ofknowledge being true to the way things are.

The post-critical philosophy of Michael Polanyi might also assist a
Christian appropriation of constructivism.Polanyi, a noted chemist,
developed a view of science that sees discoveries as arising within a
world picture which is confirmed by persuasive patterns of truth.
The whole web of what a scientist knows, including tacit aspects, is
crucial to new discoveries. Polanyi’s realism recognizes human con-
struction of knowledge but also recognizes that patterns can com-
pel assent.

In general,critical realism affirms that humans appropriate the
world subjectively without denying that we can access reality.
Glasersfeld has the “critical”in mind without the realism.Granting
that some cognitive structures do not reflect reality well,critical
realism affirms that some ways of knowing can convincingly cap-
ture aspects ofreality.

What would “constructivist-realist”education look like? Here are
suggestions. Constructivists note the empirical ineffectiveness of
lecture methods:after a short time, only a small percentage of
knowledge is retained.Constructivist-realists could reply that since
time for schooling is short, not all the scientific or philosophical
wisdom ofthe civilization can be painstakingly reconstructed.In
physics, for instance, could we construct a particle accelerator and
study particles directly? Lectures will continue to have a place—but
not necessarily will they dominate classroom hours.Constructivist-
realists will take special care in the construction of

Can a Christian be a Constructivist?

continued on page 2
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de Filosofía de la Universidad Veracruzana,establecido en 2002.
García de la Sienra ha publicado más de 60 artículos de filosofía y
economía,un libro sobre fundamentos de la teoría del valor, una
antología de lógica filosófica,y otra de filosofía de la religión.
Actualmente es presidente de la Sociedad Iberoamericana de
Métodología Económica.Ha traducido diversos textos de filosofía
reformacional.

David Naugle posee un doctorado en teología sistemática y otro
doctorado en humanidades, con énfasis en filosofía y literatura
inglesa.Actualmente es director y profesor en la Universidad
Bautista de Dallas, donde ha practicado la docencia durante 19
años. Naugle también es director de la Paideia Society, una asociación
que se esfuerza por enriquecer la experiencia de los estudiantes en
la universidad a través del humanismo cristiano y la educación liber-
al clásica.Naugle es el autor de Worldview: The History ofa Concept
(Cosmovisión: la historia de un concepto) y también de Reordered Love,
Reordered Lives: Learning the Deep Meaning ofHappiness(Amor reordena-
do, vidas reordenadas: lecciones sobre el significado profundo de la felicidad). Su
libro Cosmovisiónfue seleccionado por Christianity Todaycomo el
libro del año de 2003 en la categoría de teología y ética.

Ruth Padilla DeBorst ha sido misionera en Iberoamérica durante
muchos años, por parte de las Misiones Reformadas Cristianas
Mudiales, involucrada en el desarrollo de liderazgos y en la edu-
cación teológica para una misión integral.Después de graduarse en
el Wheaton College,DeBorst trabajó en Ecuador, donde ayudó a
crear Seeds ofCreation, una ministerio educativo que promueve un
concepto holista de misión en El Salvador. Actualmente es candida-
ta a doctor en misiología y ética social por la Universidad de Boston
y funge como Secretaria General de la Fraternidad Teológica
Latinoamericana (www.ftl-al.org) y directora del nuevo Instituto
para la Promoción de la Educación Superior Cristiana en América
Latina.

John van Dyk es decano de Alta Vista Educational Services(Servicios
Educativos de Alta Vista) en Seattle, Washington.Recibió su
maestría en el Calvin College y su doctorado en la Universidad de
Cornell.Recientemente jubilado por el Dordt College,ha impartido
conferencias sobre temas educativos y filosóficos. Ha publicado
varios artículos y libros, incluyendo Letters to Lisa: Conversations with a
Christian Teacher(Conversaciones con un maestro cristiano), The Craft of
Christian Teaching: a Classroom Journey(El arte de enseñar cristianamente;
traducido y publicado en coreano y español),y The Maplewood Story:
Fostering a Reflective Culture in the Christian School(La historia de
Maplewood: una cultura reflexiva en la escuela cristiana).

Acerca de los Anfitriones
ProED será acogido por ILMES. ILMES, junto con su organi-
zación asociada Pan de Vida,empezó como un orfanatorio en
México para niños abandonados. Al ver las carencias educativas de
estos niños, se empezaron enseñar entre ellos. Pero Pan de Vida ha
logrado construir un sistema educativo especial para ellos, habiendo
logrado a lo largo de los años construir una escuela que abarca
desde el jardín de niños hasta la preparatoria o bachillerato. En
2004 inició su Programa de Educación de Maestros a nivel universi-
tario, basado en los ideales pedagógicos de John Van Dyk.

Acerca de la Ciudad
La ciudad de Santiago de Querétaro es una ciudad colonial barroca,

ubicada a 200 kms. (140 mi.) al noroeste de la capital de México;es 
la capital del estado de Querétaro, caracterizado por su montañosa
orografía.La población de la ciudad es de más de 500,000 de habi-
tantes y su economía se basa en la industria,el comercio y el turis-
mo. Su temperatura annual promedio es de 19 grados centígrados.

Posee aeropuerto internacional,con vuelos internacionales diarios
desde Houston y otras ciudades. Alternativamente, los delegados
pueden viajar a la Ciudad de México, D.F., y aprovechar el servicio
de autobús transbordador (shuttle) directo desde el aeropuerto
Benito Juarez hasta Querétaro.

Cada programa de enriquecimiento docente dirigido por IAPCHE
se enfoca en trabajar con maestros cristianos con menos de 15 años
de experiencia para ayudarlos a ser más eficaces en el salón de clase
al relacionar la fe con los tópicos académicos. También busca
reforzar el ministerio de cada institución.Los delegados de
IAPCHE en estos programas están dispuestos a establecer vínculos
con sus colegas, fortalecer los enlaces, y así aprender, juntos, como
mejorar el desempeño docente relacionando la fe con los tópicos
académicos.

Registro
El cupo de ProED es limitado. La cuota completa
(1735MX/135USD) cubre 4 noches de alojamiento en ILMES
junto con los alimentos y los materiales. La cuota parcial
(900MX/70USD) cubre solamente los alimentos y los materiales. El
alojamiento en ILMES es modesto. Si un participante prefiere alo-
jamiento en un hotel,puede registrarse en un hotel local (por su
propia cuenta) y pagar la cuota parcial.Puesto que el cupo es limita-
do, por favor regístrese tan pronto como sea posible.

Comité
Los miembros del comité de organización de ProED son José
Alcántara (Universidad Iberoamericana,México),Adolfo García de
la Sienra (Universidad Veracruzana,México),Darrell Hilbrands
(ILMES, México),Nick Lantinga (IAPCHE,EUA.),Ruth Padilla
DBorst (Christian Reformed World Missions, Costa Rica),John
Paul Roberts (Edinburg Theological Seminary,EUA), Sidney Rooy
(Consejero para la América Latina ,jubilado ISEDET, Argentina),y
Tom Soerens (UNELA,Costa Rica).

Para registrarse y recibir mayor información,visite el sitio de web
de ProED (en castellano) en http://www.iapcheproed.vpweb.com.

¡En Cristo! ¡En Amor! ¡En Querétaro!
continued from page 1

El acueducto en Querétaro, un símbolo identificando por la cidudad.
Contrucción empezó en 1725 y terminó en 1735,lo construyeron para proveer
agua potable a la ciudad,sacado de fuentes por las afueras. El acueducto se
compone de 75 arcos que tienen una altura máxima de 23 metros y una
longitud de 1280 metros.
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Faculty Enrichment Program in Africa
ABUJA, NIGERIA—The first IAPCHE/CPCHEA-sponsored
Faculty Enrichment Program in Africa will be held at Bingham
University in Abuja,Nigeria,in early May 2010.The four-day pro-
gram aims to train Christian educators to be more effective in class-
room work and to better relate their faith to their subject matter,
thus strengthening their ministry. It also provides Christian faculty
the opportunity to network with colleagues from the region,as they
meet together for discussions, daily worship and meals.

The Rev.Dr. Danny McCain (University of Jos) will outline a
Christian worldview in the opening keynote address. Dr. Henk
Jochemsen (Prisma) will also give a keynote lecture, examining ways
in which scholarship in Christian higher education develops from a
Christian worldview and areas in which this scholarship works with
and against scholarship formed from traditional religion.

Dr. Joseph Ilori (president ofEvangelical Seminary of Southern
Africa) will explore “Teaching Strategies,” examining and encourag-
ing discipline-specific ways to improve Christian teaching at tertiary
institutions and Dr. Musa Gaiya (Professor ofChurch History at
the University of Jos) will speak on “Time Management,” contrast-
ing various approaches to time. We have invited Dr. Yusufu Turaki
(Evangelical Church of West Africa Seminary, Jos) to lead a session
on “Similarities and differences between worldviews of African tra-
ditional religion and Christianity.”

The organizing committee includes Tersur Aben,Musa Gaiya,
Joseph Ilori, Nick Lantinga,Isaac Mutua,and Mike Ribbens.
Planning meetings have been held via conference calls.

The program will cost 5,000Naira per person,which includes meals.
No subsidies are available. Visit the www.iapche.org for more details
or to register.

Worldview workshop in Zambia
NDOLA, ZAMBIA—A one- or two-day workshop on “The
University/College Teacher and Competing Worldviews” will be
held in June 2010 in Zambia.The event will be hosted by Northrise
University in the city ofNdola.The purpose ofthe workshop will
be “to explain the concept of worldviews and demonstrate how this
concept can support constructive teaching in the university class-
room.”

The dates and program will be set when a steering committee is
fully established.An interim planning committee includes Dr.
Moffat Zimba and Dr. Chilao Mutesa from Northrise University,

Bishop Slyvester Kangwa (CPCHEA/IAPCHE Member),Rabby
Mukuma from Zambia College of Accountancy,and Brian D.J.
Bwalya (CPCHEA/IAPCHE Member) from the Christian Vocation
Training Center in Lusaka.

The workshop will be aimed at faculty ofuniversities and colleges
in Zambia as well as CPCHEA/IAPCHE members from the
region.It is hoped that this workshop will contribute to a model for
relevant Faculty Enrichment Programs in the Southern Africa
region.

Mutua serves as CPCHEA director
KITALE, KENYA—Rev.Isaac Mutua currently
serves IAPCHE/CPCHEA in two capacities, as an
IAPCHE board member and as the CPCHEA
director. His term as an IAPCHEboard member
expires in December 2009 and Mutua has decided
to pave the way for broader African participation
in CPCHEA/IAPCHE.That is why he will not
stand for re-election to the board.

Educate an African Girl
Josephine Wambui Kimori Scholarship Fund
Dr. Mary Nyambura Muchiri has established a scholarship fund for
educating African young women,most of whom face especially dif-
ficult challenges in pursuing higher education. She hopes to grow
the fund to an amount that will support ten students at a time, with
the remainder invested for continued growth.Scholarships will go
to Kenyan Christian girls who have exceptional qualifications for
university education but cannot afford it. Each recipient will receive
a full scholarship to Daystar Christian University in Kenya,unless
another institution is more appropriate to the goals ofthe recipient.
Muchiri, who says her own university education was the result of
“great sacrifice by many,” is now associate professor ofEnglish at
Taylor University (USA).“Due to poverty in Africa,many intelli-
gent students, especially girls, are lost by the wayside,” she says.
“Most parents, faced with the decision to send either their son or
daughter to university, will send the son.This means there are still
very few women in positions where they can effectively impact their
generally patriarchal cultures. Educating women is the most signifi-
cant way of empowering themagainst all forms of discrimination.”

The fund is named in memory of her mother, Mrs. Josephine
Wambui Kimori,who considered her ability to read “a miracle.”
Mrs.Kimori mainly used her reading skills to read the Bible, which
she valued more than anything else. “It was her life force,” says
Muchiri, “and for her it was no cliché that when one woman is edu-
cated,the whole village is educated.Many can testify to her mentor-
ing influence on her neighbors.”

Muchiri asks that IAPCHE members consider assisting her in this
endeavor in one or more of the following ways:
1.Praying for the project;
2.Buying one or more of her books (proceeds go to the 

scholarship fund);
3.Contributing directly to the fund;
4.Sharing the information with possible supporters;
5.Sharing ideas on how she can realize her objective.

The following is the list oftitles by Muchiri: Communication Skills: A
SelfStudy Course for Universities and Colleges, Saved Through Fire: A
Family Experiences Kenya’s Fightfor Independence, His Banner Over Me Is
Love: The Dreamsof an African Woman, Papers on Language and Culture:
An African Perspective. For more information, see http://f aculty.tay-
lor.edu/mrmuchiri/ or write Muchiri at nyamb2001us@yahoo.com.

Abuja is the capital city of Nig eria. It is located in the centre of Nig eria in
the Federal Capital Territory. Abuja is a planned city, which was built main-

ly in the 1980s and officially became Nigeria's capital in December 1991,
replacing the role of the previous capital Lagos.
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Wiki peer review to help “bridge the gap”
A wiki page has been set up so those who attended IAPCHE’s
Bridging the GapConference (April 2009,Biezenmortel,The
Netherlands) can help the conference presenters prepare their
papers for publication. Your feedback will assist the writers and edi-
tors “bridge the gap” for this publication.

As the conference showed quite well that academic and profession-
al contributions work well together, editors Bram deMuynck, Johan
Hegeman and Pieter Vos aim to demonstrate this mutuality in the
proceedings as well.They are seeking an applied scientific style that
can assist those in both academic and professional settings. To that
end,they have requested authors to write in standard academic
prose that avoids specialized jargon wherever possible.

Join the wiki discussion can at http://ia pcheec09.wikispaces.com.
Each page in this wiki is devoted to one presentation at the Bridging
the GapConference. We invite you to read/view the presentations
and discuss them.To start, click on the presentation on the left that
you wish to read.The author will be notified about your comments,
and your comments will also be visible to any other visitors. If a
section is unclear to you,please note that on the wiki;if an exam-
ple seems needed (or not),say so on the wiki!

Note that the presentations are drafts only;do not copy them.The
wiki will close on Nov. 15,2009;the presentations will then be edit-
ed and published in both e-book and hard copy editions.

In addition to the plenary addresses and an overview by the editors,
the proceedings will include thematic contributions and responses
on three topics:1) youth and formation of identity;2) spiritual and
moral formation, and 3) philosophy of practices;as well as several
papers on Christian faith in the practices, with papers addressing
theology and church work, nursing and healthcare, business and
leadership, journalism,developmental aid care,education (diverse
categories),and social work.

June conference
GRAND RAPIDS, USA— Dr. Richard J.
Mouw will be the keynote speaker at the
upcoming conference hosted by Calvin
College in cooperation with IAPCHE on
June 15-17,2010. Mouw has served as pres-
ident of Fuller Theological Seminary since
1993 and has been a professor ofChristian
philosophy and ethics at Fuller and Calvin
College,as well as a visiting professor at the
Free University in Amsterdam.

Dr. Mouw has been an editor ofthe Reformed Journaland is current-
ly on the editorial board of Books and Culture. He is the author of
17 books, including The God Who Commands, The Smell ofSawdust, He
Shines in All That’s Fair,Culture and Common Grace, Calvinism in the Las
Vegas Airport, and most recently,Praying at Burger King. He serves as
a panelist in the online forum “On Faith” offered by Newsweek and
the Washington Post. In 2007 Princeton Theological Seminary award-
ed Mouw the Abraham Kuyper Prize for Excellence in Reformed
Theology and Public Life.

The theme ofthe conference is Reformed Mission in an Age of
World Christianity. The goal is to explore global Reformed
Christian expressions offaith and global engagement in relation-
ship to world-wide partnerships within the Christian church.

Conference sessions are being planned by Calvin College and
IAPCHE around four themes:Living roots for living water;
Translation across borders;The covenantal community;and Roles
at the table of the church. Breakout sectionals are currently being
planned on the following topics, those with an asterisk are hosted
by IAPCHE:

Awareness ofour roots:the influence on Reformed churches today
Christian faith in a multi-religious world: Reformed perspectives
Christian higher education: educating Christians for public justice*
Christian higher education, ecumenism and a “worldview”

approach*
Christian higher education partnerships in the global body of

Christ*
Christianity and democracy: lessons from the Southern Hemisphere
Christian schooling internationally:day school practices and

prospects
Christian worldviews and the dramatic arts
Connecting Christian higher education, the church and civil society*
Creation, design,evolution and the church
Drama:connecting the living text to faithful living
Global health and the environment
Globalization and Reformed faith:perspectives from South Africa
Multi-continental perspectives on worship and culture
Principles for appropriate technology:engineering project case

studies
Racial unity and responsibility:implications of the Belhar

Confession
Seeking justice and righteousness in a filled creation
Shared physical experiences that transcend culture
The Accra Confession:perspectives from the Reformed community
The Accra Confession:an economist beyond this community

responds
The role of Reformed congregations in providing social services
Worldwide responses to Reformed Christian higher education*

This event occurs in Grand Rapids, Mich., just prior to the general
assembly to unite efforts of the World Alliance ofReformed
Churches with those ofthe Reformed Ecumenical Council.Over
1000 global delegates and representatives will participate in the
Uniting General Assembly.

The conference is being designed to be friendly to registrants from
many countries and cultures. Given the diversity of backgrounds
and roles, conference sessions will have time for significant discus-
sion among the participants themselves along with contributions of
expert speakers and panelists. Along with two plenary sessions, the
event will be structured around short briefs, paper summaries and
panels that can engage conference registrants. While the principal
language of the conference will be English,there will translation
services as needed for French, German,Korean and Spanish.
.
The costs for IAPCHE registrants:
- Conference registration fee (includes meals beginning with

Tuesday evening and finishing with Thursday lunch):$150 (or
$140 without breakfasts)

- Lodging, if needed,will be available at $80/night in local hotels.

For more information about this pre-assembly conference, visit the
conference web site at: www.calvin.edu/go/r cc .A conference
brochure will also be mailed to all IAPCHE members who have
indicated a preference for postal mail communications. Both on-
line and postal mail registrations begin on October 1,with a 10%
early registration discount through January 31,2010.
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Korean associations merge
by Bong Ho Son
On May 16th ofthis year two associations of Christian intellectuals
in Korea merged and formed a new organization, tentatively named
Christian Worldview Studies Association (CWSA).

One of the two, Korea Christian Studies Institute (KCSI),founded
in 1984,has endeavored to provide a theoretical foundation for
Christian worldview and to analyze various developments of
Korean society and academia from the Christian standpoint.It also
attempted to discover and criticize anti- and non-Christian views in
all areas ofKorean society and culture,politics, economy, literature,
and philosophy.With a membership of 2,915,it has held regular
seminars and lectures for young students, and has been publishing
an academic journal,Faith and Scholarship, and a newsletter,
Christian Intellect.

The other association, Disciples with Evangelical Worldview
(DEW),was founded in 1981 originally to establish a Christian uni-
versity. In 1995 it set up Vancouver Institute for Evangelical
Worldview in Canada and transformed into a Christian academic
association. By 2000 it had published more than 100 books and 170
newsletters and organized regular seminars for its 2,192 members.

The two associations have had a joint academic congress every year,
organized alternatively by one ofthe two. Since their goals were
similar and each had strengths the other lacked,both parties felt
they would benefit from merging. In 2008 they began discussing a
merger and had a joint board meeting on May 16,2009 to finalize
it. The new association (with 373 Ph.D.s) will more-or-less continue
the activities the two former ones have been engaged with thus far.

Bong Ho Son was elected as the chairman of the board. The board
is responsible for decisions only of general policies;practical activi-
ties will be decided and carried out by the co-chairmen and steering
committee. There are also several sub-committees and a publication
division.Faith and Scholarship, formerly the academic journal of
KCSI,will be now the official periodical ofthe new association.
The National Research Foundation of Korea,a government agency
which, among other tasks, assesses the academic quality ofjournals,
has given Faith and Scholarship the status of a candidate for a fully
qualified academic journal.We are reasonably certain that this year
it will meet all the necessary requirements. This will ensure that all
universities and academic institutes in Korea will recognize the aca-
demic quality ofthe articles printed in our journal.The united asso-
ciation, CWSA,will be recognized in Korean society as representing
the Christian academic world.

We hope and pray that the new association, the only Christian acad-
emic organization in Korea,may stimulate and promote Christian
academic activities and Christian higher education in Korea and that
churches may also benefit from its contributions.

Committee considers Forum of Christian
Colleges in India
TAMILN ADU, INDIA—A committee was appointed at the May
2009 meeting ofChristian college principals in India to explore
launching a cooperative forum of Christian colleges there.
Committee members met on August 8 at Madras Christian College
in Tamilnadu,and discussed the purpose and logistics ofstarting a
forum.

Dr. J.Dinakarlal (IAPCHE),Mr. Samuel Jeykumar (Student

Christian Movement ofIndia-SCMI),and Mr. Christopher
Rajkumar (National Council ofChurches in India-NCCI) represent-
ed the three sponsoring organizations. Also present were Dr.
Alexander Jesudasan,Principal ofMadras Christian College,Dr.
Mathew Koshy,Principal ofBishop Moore College in Mavelikara,
and Mrs. J.Danrita,Principal ofRev. Jacob Memorial Christian
College in Ambilikkai.

Committee members agreed that fighting for legal rights collectively
could be one ofthe main functions ofa forum.The network
would be a sign ofsolidarity and strength,and would facilitate lob-
bying as well as legal representation of affected colleges.

The committee also made initial plans for another principals’con-
ference in Bangkok for the first week ofMay 2010 and discussed
topics to address in upcoming Faculty Enrichment Programs.

A subcommittee ofDinakarlal,Jeyakumar, Rajkumar and Danrita
was formed to draft possible bylaws, working with suggestions from
the committee regarding membership, structure and mission state-
ment.The committee will likely meet again in January 2010,at
NCCI in Nagpur.

South Korea International Conference
BUSAN, SOUTH KOREA—Kosin University will host the next
global conference for IAPCHE in 2011.Plans have begun for a
gathering ofChristian educators from around the world on July 25-
29,2011.

Kosin University is a Christian university, which has a long tradition
of educating students from a Christian perspective.All educational
programs, both undergraduate and graduate, are based on the
reformed faith and worldview. 172 international students from 27
different countries attend Kosin University. The campus is pictured
below.

Busan,the second largest city in Korea,is a bustling city ofapprox-
imately 3.7 million residents located on the southeastern tip of the
Korean peninsula.Its geography includes a coastline (pictured
above) with superb beaches and scenic cliffs, mountains that pro-
vide excellent hiking and hot springs scattered throughout the city.
Recently the government changed the way that it converts from the
Hangeul (Korean) script to English script.As a result Pusan became
Busan.

Conferees will be housed at the ARPINA Youth Hostel,which is
conveniently located in Busan Metropolitan City.

Mark your calendars for this international conference!
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New Institutional Member
Isabella Thoburn College
LUCKNOW, INDIA —The mission ofIsabella Thoburn College
(ITC) is to educate Indian women.It was the first full-fledged
Christian women’s college founded in Asia,the outcome ofthe
dedication of Isabella Thoburn, an American who was among the
first missionaries sponsored by the Women’s Society ofthe
Methodist Episcopal Church to India.

Thoburn opened a school in 1870 with just six girls in a small room
in Aminabad bazaar. Just a year later the school was moved to a
much larger building. The demand for higher education grew and
Lucknow Women’s College as it was then called,began functioning
in 1886,with the Fine Arts classes affiliated to Calcutta University.
In 1894,the affiliation shifted to
Allahabad University. Thoburn died
in 1901,after an attack of cholera.
The college was renamed in her
memory.

In 1923 ITC moved to its present
site ofnearly 32 acres of land in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh,India.
Since then,large modern buildings
have been erected for classrooms,
laboratories, hostels, chapel,audito-
rium and library.Dr. Mrs.E.S.
Charles currently serves as
Principal/President.

Conscious ofits past history and
achievements, the college is eager to
develop more fully its potential as a
leading educational institution for
women.Its goals are

- Strengthening and sustaining
intellectual and scholastic stan-
dards;

- Sensitizing students and instilling
human values;

- Increasing awareness towards
national and global social con-
cerns;

- Promoting a congenial socio-cul-
tural environment among stu-
dents ofdiverse backgrounds;

- Instilling a spirit ofresponsibility,
teamwork and leadership;

- Promoting skill-oriented pro-
grams;

- Achieving global standards of
excellence in education, training
and research.

ITC provides education at the inter-
mediate, undergraduate and post
graduate level in arts, science and
education. It offers master’s degrees
in biotechnology, chemistry, nutri-
tion, zoology,English,economics,
geography,sociology,and women’s
studies. In addition to its various

bachelor degrees, ITC offers two vocational training programs at
the undergraduate level:clinical nutrition & dietetics and computer
application. The medium ofinstruction is bilingual in English and
Hindi.

Over the years,the college has steadily contributed to the field of
education and to the empowerment of women in India.In its quest
for excellence, it continues to reexamine and reassess its role and
contribution to the field of women’s education, endeavoring to
strengthen its programs, review its methodologies and build net-
works for knowledge exchange in order to stay relevant in the con-
text of the present times.

Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau
North-west University
PO Box 20004
Noordbrug 2522
Republic Of South Africa
Phone:27-18-299-1848
Fax:27-18-294-8952
kwstdm@puk.ac.za 
(Term expires December 2010)

Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018,India
Phone:91-422-221-1840
Fax:91-422-221-8738
csibacas@gmail.com
(Term expires December 2010)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
General Director, Prisma,
Randhoeve 227A
3995 GA Houten  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 30 2219680
Fax:(31) 30 6364131
hjochemsen@prismaweb.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. David S. Lim 
Asian School of Development &
Cross-Cultural Studies
Adelina Condo 1,25 Columbia Cor.
Yale St.,Cubao, Quezon City 1109
Philippines
Phone:632-439-8568
E-mail:cmiphil53@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev.Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
Károli Gáspár University 
Szolnoki út 2 
Nagykôrös, h-2750
Hungary
Phone:36-53-351-393
Fax:36-53-351-393
sarolta.fn@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2010)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College,3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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New Affiliate Member
Centre for Contemporary Christianity
BANGALORE, INDIA —The Centre for Contemporary
Christianity (CFCC) in Bangalore began as a renewal seminar pro-
gram in 1994 and became a publishing house in 2003,offering
books in three areas:Studies in the Gospel Interface with Indian
Contexts, Missiological Classics and Pastoral Concern. (See ad on
page 16.) The Centre is now opening a post graduate research study
center offering studies leading to M.Th. and Ph.D. degrees in
Missiology and,in collaboration with the Global Alliance for
Holistic Child Development,M.Th. and Ph.D. degrees in Holistic
Child Development.

The study courses are geared for pastors,Christian workers and
“tent makers,” both men and women,who want to pursue higher
level missiological education while continuing their work. In that
sense it will provide “on the job training,” though those who enroll
will be required to attend classes at CFCC in Bangalore or else-
where. The program will be both academic and professional.

CFCC aims to mentor and develop relevant missiologists and child
development workers to assist and shape indigenous leadership for
the wider mission ofthe church. “Better days are yet to come in
accomplishing the reign ofGod in our world,” says CFCC director,
Dr. Siga Arles. “We shall serve to establish the mind,manpower
and means for the greater growth of the missional enterprise in our
shrinking global village. Your goodwill and partnership will enrich
the process immensely and I welcome it warmly.”

New Affiliate Member
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion & Society
DELHI , INDIA —The Christian Institute for the Study of Religion
and Society (CISRS) was established in Delhi,India,in 1957 with
the support of the National Council ofChurches (NCC).It came
to be known as the “research arm of the Indian church” and the
“think tank of Asian churches.”

However, the institute was not merely engaged in academic research
of an objective kind;study at CISRS was always seen as an interac-
tion between subjective and objective understandings. Participants
took seriously the dialogue and interaction between social
researchers,theologians and social practitioners/activists.

Dr. M. M. Thomas was instrumental in shaping the agenda of
CISRS;he developed a theology of humanization, taking theologi-
cal study far beyond its structures ofdogma and doctrine to the
social context of people in India.He encouraged religions to come
together not only for an understanding ofdogmas but for the
building up ofa new humanity and a new India.

During Prof. Saral K.Chaterjee’s directorship of CISRS, studies
and programs on women’s concerns developed.Dialogue with
other faiths aimed at understanding the social reality ofthe poor
was another landmark of this period.

The current director is Rev. Vincent Rajkumar. He writes that
CISRS is working to define and sharpen its focus in light ofpresent
day realities. New work will build on its history of study around
three areas ofIndian life:Religions in India in their renascent
phase;Indian society in the midst oftransformations taking place
in various fields;and the theology of mission in India and its inter-
pretation.

“We are planning to organize ongoing consultations and workshops
for final year theological studentsand pastors .. . focusing on social
analysis, impacts ofmedia and political education, and training in
reading the Bible in the present social situation of our people,” says
Rajkumar. “This will enable the pastors and the local congregations
to become agents ofchange and transformation, and we in turn
expect the congregations to become base communities for total
transformation of the whole society.”

Rajkumar also aims to build up a network of young theologians
and lay theologians as part of CISRS’s efforts to discover and give
shape to the Indian identity ofthe church and its theology,an iden-
tity emerging out ofthe experiences and socio-biographies ofthe
people who are in the periphery. “We will try to promote studies
and publications in the area ofhistory, theology,and life and mis-
sion of the church to build up a tradition of theological research
with the methodology suitable to the Indian situation and to the
Indian people,” he says.

CISRS organizes seminars and workshops in collaboration with
many ecumenical organizations in India.Some ofthe more recent
include a three-day workshop on Understanding the Digital Divide in the
Indian Context(July 2008,Bangalore);a consortium on New visions of
God and God’s People(Oct.2008,Ecumenical Christian Academy,
Kerala);a three-day workshop on Understanding Information Society:
Ethical responses to the new communication technologies from people’s perspec-
tives(Nov. 2008,United Theological College,Bangalore);and a
national pre-election consultation on Divisive Politics to Inclusive
Democracy(April 2009,a joint venture of NCC-India,Student
Christian Movement ofIndia and Interfaith Coalition for Peace in
Delhi).

Publications 
The journal of CISRS, Religion and Society, has stimulated progressive
thinking and helped people widen the horizons of their thought on
the religious, social,political and economic issues that confront
them in India today.Every issue ofReligion and Societyis published
either after the completion ofa serious study or after a study-work-
shop or seminar. Following this tradition,CISRS has most recently
published issues on the Digital Divide, Divisive Politics and Inclusive
Democracy, and Hope on the Horizon: Communities ofFaith at Work.
CISRS will soon release a book on information society. For more
information, write to cisrsblr@hotmail.com.

CISRS owns property in Delhi which includes an air-conditioned
meeting hall that can accommodate 40 people and guest rooms.

Response: Academic Insert
June 2009 Contact

Excerpted from a letter to Thinknet readers by Bruce Wearne,
Point Lonsdale Rd.,Victoria, Australia
Today I received an IAPCHE Contactwith an insert from Peter Blokhuis:
“Christian Higher Education and the World of the Student”
(http://iapche.org/Insert203.pdf).It’s a sensitive piece drawing attention
to the cultural trends within which students ofhigher education—in
Europe and around the world—experience their studies. It is addressed
to a situation in which higher education, more and more,becomes a
taken-for-granted part of the experience ofan increasing proportion of
the population of young people, at least in the (so-called) “developed
world.” Its relevance, though, is by no means limited to European and
Anglo-American cultures. I mention Peter’s paper because I hope it
might provoke discussion on this list,particularly in relation to how we
are to disseminate the enriched and enriching insights ofthe Christian
philosophy which we seek to develop.
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Strauss appointed new CPJ President
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—The trustees ofthe Center for
Public Justice announced the appointment ofDr. Gideon Strauss
to serve as the Center’s new president,beginning October 1,2009.
Jim Skillen, who has served as executive director and now presi-
dent since 1981,will continue to serve CPJ as a Senior Fellow, turn-
ing his attention to writing, mentoring and some speaking.

After his appointment,Strauss noted that his vision for the future
of CPJ is one in which the purpose ofthe Center—to serve God,
advance justice, and transform public life—will be faithfully served
and in which its mission—to equip citizens, develop leaders and
shape policy—will be realized,in partnership with an expanding
constituency of politically responsible Christian citizens.

Strauss has taught part time at Tyndale University College and
Seminary, Trinity Western University, the Institute for Christian
Studiesand Redeemer University College. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.cpjustice.org/content/gideon-strauss-
appointed-new-cpj-president.

Hellemans retire
TORONTO, CANADA—Adrian and Wendy Helleman finished
their semester ofteaching at St.Augustine University in Mwanza,
Tanzania,where they found “the preparation of students for uni-
versity education . . . every bit as shaky as in Nigeria,and for simi-
lar reasons, perhaps (underfunding ofeducation)” but enjoyed the
absence ofthe ethnic and religious tension which they had experi-
enced in Nigeria.They were also active in alerting Christian faculty
to the great need for teachers in East Africa.

Though they may teach again in Tanzania or elsewhere and are still
supervising doctoral students in Nigeria,the Hellemans announced
their retirement at the end ofJuly, formally ending their service
with Christian Schools International,the organization with which
they taught in Russia,Nigeria and Tanzania since 1995.They also
retired from Christian Reformed World Missions, with which they
served first as career missionaries in the Philippines (1977-1986)
and later as partners in the countries mentioned above.

They write, “We ask your prayers as we embark on a new phase of
our life.It is not easy to let go of years of intensive involvement in
overseas teaching, and we do hope and pray that at some time we
may go out again,especially on a shorter assignment.”

CSI will keep their account open so they may continue to receive
support for work consistent with the CSI mandate. For learn more,
see http://hellemannews.blogspot.com.

College of Education facility dedicated
TAMIL NADU, INDIA —Since 1983,the Coimbatore Diocese has
been establishing institutions ofhigher education. The most recent
is the CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Education, an offshoot of
the CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Arts & Sciences.
Although the College of Education started functioning in
September 2007,the academic block of this institution was com-
pleted just this year and was dedicated on July 30,2009,by the
Bishop and Chairman Rt. Rev.Dr. M. Dorai. Secretary Mrs.
Susheila Williams and Principal Dr. S.Beulah Jeyaseeliare
proud of this academic block, constructed in a prime location of
the city with spacious classrooms, seminar halls, a language/com-
puter lab and a library.

NET Foundation advances in Latin America
BARNEVELD, THE NETHERLANDS—Network Education
Theology (NET) Foundation made a presentation in Buenos Aires
in late April and held talks with administrators of theological insti-
tutions from Argentina,Brazil,Chile, Peru, Bolivia and Uruguay.
This took place during a seminar organized by Overseas Council
(OC) for its partners in Latin America.OC partners with seminar-
ies and Bible institutes, investing people, expertise and resources to
advance the training ofChristian leaders.OC and NET Foundation
signed a cooperation agreement in June, initiating a joint effort to
introduce online theological distance education in Latin America.

Late May two new cooperative agreements were made with theo-
logical institutions in Quito, Ecuador: Seminario Sudamericano
(Semisud) and Seminario Teológico Nazareno Sudamericano
(STNS).Semisud has more than 350 students from 17 different
countries. SNTS has about 800 students from Ecuador, Venezuela,
and Colombia,including online students. In the future SNTS also
wants to provide distance education to students from Equatorial
Guinea (West Africa,Spanish-speaking, about 600,000 inhabitants).

Dordt students film slums, convert car
SIOUX CENTER,IOWA, USA—With his digital media students,
Dordt College professor Mark Volkers is producing a documen-
tary on life in the slums. According to the United Nations, one in
six of us lives in a slum,or 1 billion people. Forecasts made before
the current economic crisis predicted a jump to 2 billion in the next
16 years,and Volkers says that given the economic downturn, that
rate is accelerating.

Volkers traveled to Manila last Christmas break to film a family liv-
ing under a bridge,and brought his students to film in La
Limonada,a slum in Guatemala City, this past spring. In the
upcoming school year, more Dordt students will accompany him to
the slums ofNairobi,Kenya.

Engineering students at Dordt College recently converted a 1998
Dodge Neon into an electric car. The car had 130,000 miles on it
when it was bought by Douglas De Boer, professor ofengineering,
who plans to drive it to and from work. The car is powered by 12
batteries and can reach speeds in excess of60 miles per hour.

RACU changes name
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—Russian-American Christian University
recently announced its new name:Russian-American Institute.
President John Bernbaum said the Board of Trustees decided to
change the name because many Russians, when they heard the
name ofthe university, believe it to be an American Protestant
seminary,because “Christian”is interpreted to mean “Protestant”
or “Baptist” and the concept of Christian liberal arts and profes-
sional education is relatively unknown.

RACU welcomes students from all Protestant denominations, as
well as Orthodox and Catholic believers. The same is true of their
staff and faculty. Says Bernbaum,“Our commitment is to work for
cooperation among Christians in Russia.”

After much discussion,the Board decided to keep a name that is
very similar, the Russian-American Institute. The distinctive faith-
basis ofthe institute is made clear in the tag line, which reads
“Character, Competence, and Christian Worldview.” Until the
Russian-American Institute grows in size,it cannot be called a “uni-
versity” in Russia.Retaining the words “Russian-American”in the
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title affirms the bi-cultural character ofthe school and the fact that
its students learn English well and take almost halfof their courses
in English,which still has great appeal in Russia.

Nyack opens academic center 
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—The Washington Institute is a faith-
based,multi-partisan,academic center located at Nyack College’s
Capitol Hill campus in Washington,D.C. This center for learning is
dedicated to preparing people for governmental and nonprofit ser-
vice who are dedicated to integrity and committed to achieving
authentic justice for the common good.The Institute functions as a
place where differing views can be addressed with civility, respect,
honesty and trust;and a place where thoughtful solutions to the
challenges ofcontemporary society can be sought.Its programs
include public lectures, symposia,workshops, a certificate in urban
development and an undergraduate study semester. A Fellows
Program and a graduate program are under development.

Dr. Richard Gathro, IAPCHE Advisor for the North American
Region,is Dean ofNyack’s Washington,D.C. campus and oversees
the project.He is assisted by IAPCHE member Dr. Jerry S.
Herbert, newly appointed Visiting Fellow at Nyack, D.C.

Dalman shares program for unemployed
BROOKLYN CENTER, MINN., USA—Dr. Rodger Dalman
recently placed on the web an educational program designed in part
to help unemployed people use their time to develop greater min-
istry skills. The site can be visited at http://www.evangelicalvirtu-
alseminary.org. The problems ofunemployed people are close to
Dalman’s heart since he is also currently seeking employment.

Aben appointed TCNN provost
BUKURU, NIGERIA—Dr. Tersur Aben has been appointed as
the next Provost of the Theological College of Nor thern
Nig eria. He has been Academic Dean and Professor ofSystematic
and Philosophical Theology at TCNN and recently served as chair
of the Theological Education in Africa Conference held in June.
He has also been a Crosson Fellow at the University of Notre
Dame’s Center for Religion and Philosophy. The TCNN board is
confident that this new appointment will bring blessing and
progress to the college and its related denominations.

Edlin serves in Korea, China, India
BUSAN, KOREA—Richard Edlin has been teaching in the
Kosin University International Graduate Scholar Program in
Busan,Korea.The program involves around 200 students from 26
countries ofthe 2/3rds world, studying Christian ministry, world-
view and education at the Master’s degree level.“It’ s a vital pro-
gram,” says Edlin.“The commitment and dialogue that takes place
is electric.” The students attend on scholarships, some up to 100
percent.Edlin says that Kosin “either sponsors these students
directly,or arranges sponsorship for them with wonderfully sup-
portive Korean churches.” He has also been leading Faculty
Enrichment sessions at Kosin.

In July,Edlin spoke on “Disequilibrium as a Teaching Strategy” at
an academic conference in north China.Despite greater govern-
ment control in this part of China,he was also able to have private
sessions with academics, exploring matters relating to education and
worldview.

Edlin also recently spent two weeks working with educators in a
socio-economically deprived rural area near Madurai in south India.

Following up on a 2007 teacher training workshop, Edlin’s team
explored Christian education more deeply with teachers from the
Peniel Rural College of Education, the Peniel Matriculation School
and Peniel High School.“These gracious people sacrifice many
material comforts to serve orphans, semi-orphans and other under-
privileged children in their community,” says Edlin.“Edserv’s desire
is to be able to continue to serve folks and their educational institu-
tions into the future as they face the challenge of working out what
the Lordship ofChrist means for them in their schools and institu-
tions.” See www.edservinternational.org.

Voorhees College alum honored
VELLORE, INDIA —The Voorhees College Alumni Assocation
held a fete for one ofits most distinguished alum,Dr. G.
Viswanathan,on July 19.Viswanathan is the founder and
Chancellor ofVellore Institute ofTechnology. The occasion cele-
brated the conferment of an honorary doctorate on Viswanathan
by West Virginia University (USA).Dr. Daniel Ezhilarasu,
Principal ofVoorhees College,presented a memento to
Viswanathan in honor ofthe occasion and his contribution to
increasing access to higher education in India.

Conference births new courses, programs
SINGAPORE—Over fifty delegates attended the International
Council for Higher Education (ICHE) seminar on Program
Development held July 30-Aug. 1 in Singapore.Bethany
International University and the Asia Pacific Mission hosted the
event.Delegates represented institutions from Austria,Canada,
Germany, India,Indonesia,Korea,Myanmar, Nepal,Nigeria,
Philippines, Singapore,Sri Lanka,South Africa and the USA.In
addition,250 local leaders in Singapore attended the inaugural ban-
quet.Dr. Wil Goodheer, the Chairperson of ICHE, welcomed the
gathering and Dr. Ken Gnanakan, the President ofICHE, pre-
sented the keynote address.

The seminar goal was to develop four courses and two MA pro-
grams in the areas ofLeadership in Church and Society and
Integrated Education. Presentations and discussions resulted in
course outlines, which will be developed by the seminar academic
subcommittee and made available to ICHE’s member institutions.

CFCC launches journal
BANGALORE,INDIA—T he Centre for Contemporary
Christianity (CFCC) launched a new journal in August;
Contemporary Christian, an Indian journal of missiology,will be pub-
lished quarterly and is aimed at both mission theorists and practi-
tioners.Chief editor is Dr. Siga Arles. The subscription rate is
$20/Rs.200 for one year or $100/Rs.1000 for five years.Contact
the Centre for Contemporary Christianity;#47, 10th Cross, 3rd
Main,Hoysala Nagar; Bangalore - 560 016,India.Phone:+91-080-
6530-8584.Email:cfcc94@gmail.com.

Institute adds staff
BLACKTOWN, AUSTRALIA—The National Institute for
Christian Education announces that Ken Dickensis acting as prin-
cipal of the organization as well as ofthe Christian Education
National’s association of schools. Dr. Charlie Justins is now
Senior Lecturer and 15 adjunct lecturers also serve this teacher
training arm of Christian Education National.Academic Dean
Geoff Beech writes that “We are still hoping to have regionally
based ‘teacher trainers’ in place for next year but it will probably be
only around four to start with and they will come from the ranks of
our adjuncts.” The organization remains connected with Morling



Contact • September 200912

T R A N S F O R M I N G  C H E
For more information on any item below, contact the IAPCHE member (in bold type). Consult the member directory at www.iapche.org for contact info.

College as a teaching venue.

Hebrew to be taught in Pakistan
LAHORE, PAKISTAN—The Church of Pakistan,Lahore
Diocese, eager to explore new avenues for healthy scholarly interac-
tion with different religious traditions in an academic environment,
discussed possibilities with different institutes and particularly the
possibility ofintroducing Hebrew language teaching. The Diocese
is pleased to announce that the Oriental College at the University of
Punjab in the city ofLahore is now convinced that this will be a
significant addition to their curriculum.This is the first time in the
history of Pakistan that the Hebrew language will be taught in any
government institute. The Rev. Rana Youab has been appointed as
Lecturer of Hebrew,the first Pakistani priest ever to be appointed
as lecturer by the Punjab University.

This is no ordinary matter in Pakistan as the majority community
and the government are mostly reluctant to take this kind ofinitia-
tive.It is particularly encouraging and significant that a number of
students will be from the Muslim community, including some well-
known Muslim scholars.Christian pastors working with the church-
es and research institutes will also be interested in this diploma
course. Indeed it will be a very healthy opportunity to have dialogue
with educated and research-minded Muslims in an academic envi-
ronment.

Ilori now president of South African seminary
PIETERMARITZBURG, SOUTH AFRICA—Dr. Joseph Ilori ,
former President ofthe Nig erian Baptist Theological Seminary
in Ogbomoso, Nigeria,was invited in December 2008 by the
Governing Council ofthe Evangelical Seminary of Southern Africa
to serve as Principal/President ofthe institution.Dr. Ilori accepted
the invitation and moved to South Africa in February 2009.

The Evangelical Seminary was established in 1980 and since then
has been training men and women called ofGod into Christian
ministry in several countries in Africa and beyond.Since Ilori’s
arrival,the seminary leadership has been involved in strengthening
the relationship ofthe seminary with the local churches, other the-
ological institutions in the constituency,as well as the University. It
has been developing and organizing in-service training for the
alumni,pastors and church leaders in the community, maintaining
the requirements and standard of accrediting associations and the
South African Government Higher Education Department,and
overseeing the activities of the institution,focusing on the vision,
mission,philosophy and core values as the solid foundation on
which the institution was built. The Seminary gives thanks to God.

Member institutions rank high
USA—A number ofIAPCHE’s member institutions in the United
States ranked high in U.S. News & World Report’s“America’s Best
Colleges 2010”guidebook.Dordt College and Nor thwestern
College tied for fourth place among 94 Midwestern baccalaureate
colleges that made the list.Trinity Christian College ranked No.
28,rising 10 places since 2006.

Dordt College was also named to the “Great Schools, Great Prices”
list for the third consecutive year, earning eighth place on the
Midwest region list.For this ranking, U.S. Newscompares academic
quality to cost ofattendance:“The higher the quality ofthe pro-
gram and the lower the cost,the better the deal.”

Calvin College landed fifth in the “Top Up-and-Coming School”

list,up from 14th a year ago.“Top Up-and-Coming Schools”are
those that U.S. Newssaid have recently made the most promising
and innovative changes in academics, faculty, students, campus or
facilities, schools that are “firmly focused on improving the job
they’re doing today.” Calvin was tied for 17th in the category of “A
Strong Commitment to Teaching” and tied for 112th in its main
category of “Best Liberal Arts Colleges,” a national category that
includes the nation’s top colleges and universities.

Wearne posts new Clouser bibliography
POINT LONSDALE, AUSTRALIA—To assist in the exploration
and discussion ofreformed philosophy,Dr. Bruce Wearne has
compiled annotated bibliographies ofBob Goudzwaard, Jim
Skillen and,most recently,Roy Clouser. This new bibliography,
Philosophy as Dependable Analysis, outlines Clouser’s critical work in
examining the hidden role of religious beliefin the disciplines of
mathematics, physics and psychology and,says Wearne, “serves as
my own ‘progress report’ on foundational research for a ‘sociologi-
cal casebook.’ If it appears,it will be due in no small measure to
the arguments Roy Clouser has developed in his own writings.” The
bibliography is posted on the All of Life Redeemedwebsite at
www.allofliferedeemed.co.uk/wearne.htm.

UPOLI speaker encourages research
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—University research is the search for
truth and an invaluable contribution to the well-being ofa commu-
nity, said Dr. Gabriel Macaya,keynote speaker for the Opening
Lecture 2009 at the Polytechnic University of Nicaragua
(UPOLI).The March 5 event marked the beginning ofUPOLI’s
academic year. Macaya is chairman of the Central American
Council on Accreditation and President ofthe National Academy
of Sciences ofCosta Rica.In his response, UPOLI Rector Ing.
Emerson Perez Sandoval emphasized the university’s commit-
ment to provide quality training to the Nicaraguan people with a
social commitment in favor of the most vulnerable sectors of soci-
ety.

WYSOCS receives grant
LEEDS, ENGLAND —The West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studieshas just received a grant of £3000 in matching donations
from Ripon & Leeds Diocesan Fresh Expressions ofChurch and St.
George’s (Leeds) Kingdom DonationFunds, a very significant break-
through for their Reality Bites project.This grant covers costs for a
six-session course designed to inspire credible engagement with
secular culture in fresh expressions ofmission.The course will be
especially geared towards those working with youth and will use
material from the highly successful Reality Bites training and devel-
opment program.

Nyack adds criminal justice degree
NYACK, USA—Nyack College is now offering a Bachelor of
Science in criminal justice, its 33rd undergraduate major. It is
designed to help students develop a comprehensive understanding
of crime and the criminal justice system in the USA.Students will
be prepared for careers in law enforcement,private security, social
welfare services, law office assistants, secret service, criminal law,
rehabilitation of criminals, juvenile justice, loss prevention, crimi-
nalistics, forensic science, juvenile justice, corrections, probation
and parole. It will also provide a strong foundation for those who
want to pursue graduate studies in criminal justice or law.

The vision is to equip practitioners with a restorative justice view of
criminal justice that attempts to engage victims, offenders,the
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affected communities and the government in bringing about deep
and lasting solutions. By focusing on healing and restoration of vic-
tims, offenders and communities affected by crime, the Nyack B.S.
in Criminal Justice will emphasize culturally sensitive service to indi-
viduals and families. Graduates of the program will integrate social
and restorative justice principles with professional criminal justice
skills and critical thinking that enables creative solutions to criminal
behavior.

Clause threatens interference
MUMBAI, INDIA —R. Christopher Rajkumar of the National
Council ofChurches in India writes that the Catholic Bishops
Conference ofIndia (CBCI) is gearing up to protest Clause 21 of
the Right ofChildren to Free and Compulsory Education Bill of
2008.The clause calls for local elected representatives to serve on
management committees ofaided schools. “I think we also need to
study and analyze the bill,” says Rajkumar.

In a recent interview, Fr.Babu Joseph,spokesperson for CBCI,said
the Bishops Conference was in favor of the bill and free education
for children but feared Clause 21 leaves room for political interfer-
ence, which could have “severe repercussions on scores ofaided
schools run by religious and linguistic minority groups all over the
country.”

UPOLI hosts Congress of Design
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—Four hundred designers from 18
countries in Latin America and members of the Latin American
Association of Industrial Design (ALADI) met at the Polytechnic
University of Nicaragua (UPOLI) last November. The main
objective of the conference was to strengthen the image of design
as a profession that fosters the socio-economic development of
Latin America.In his inaugural address, industrial designer Paolo
Bergomi,President ofALADI, said he was excited about the par-
ticipation of university students in the congress and noted that
“through the academy positioning itselfamid society to meet its
needs, the UPOLI is contributing to the development ofdesign in
Nicaragua and the world.”

Landmark Agreement for Indian Christians
INDIA—T he three groups representing Christian churches in
India—the Catholic Bishops Conference (CBCI),National Council
of Churches in India (NCCI),and Evangelical Fellowship of India
(EFI)—have signed an agreement linking them together as the
National United Christian Forum.The signed memorandum that
was released to the media included a number ofareas and points
which the NUCF hopes to work on.These included “dispelling
prejudices against Christians and other minority communities,
responding to specific incidences ofatrocities against Christian and
minority communities, and safeguarding and promoting human
rights, particularly the rights ofpeople belonging to lower castes,
minority communities, children,women,the poor and marginal-
ized.” (NUCF Press Release/www.christianitytoday.com)

Song solicited for church merger
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Reformed Ecumenical Council
(REC) and the World Alliance ofReformed Churches (WARC)
invite submissions to their song search on the theme “Unity ofthe
Spirit in the Bond ofPeace”(Eph.4:3).The search for a new wor-
ship song is in anticipation of and to help celebrate the merger in
2010 ofthese two international bodies into a new “World
Communion of Reformed Churches.” The contest is open to mem-
bers of churches who belong to REC or WARC. For more infor-
mation, see www.reformedchurches.org.

What next? What next? 

Reading recommendations follow workshops

A workshop or seminar often introduces new ideas that spur participants
to further inquiry.But it can be hard to know where to start. As
Solomon says in the book ofEcclesiastes, “Of making many books
there is no end.”

That’s why the Hellemans sent the participants in their Worldview work-
shop (held in Tanzania in May) a list ofbook recommendations after the
event.It’s also why IAPCHE executive secretary Nick Lantinga contact-
ed Bangalore Faculty Enrichment Program (FEP) participants with help-
ful links to online literature and why Dr. Jay Shim,professor of
Theology at Dordt College,is compiling an FEP reader on teaching
from a Christian worldview.

Perhaps you or someone you know could benefit from the Hellemans’
recommendations:

— Marsden,George M.The Outrageous Idea ofChristian Scholarship. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1998.

— Naugle, David.Worldview: The History ofa Concept. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2002.

— Sire, James W. Naming the Elephant: Worldview as a Concept.
Downer’sGrove:Intervarsity, 2004.

— Stott,John R.W. Your Mind Matters: The Place ofthe Mind in the
ChristianLife. Downer’s Grove:Intervarsity, 2006.

The Hellemans also referred participants to the books ofBennie van der
Walt,and the bibliographic suggestions therein,donated to St.Augustine
University of Tanzania’s Office of Philosophy and Ethics, and suggested
they check out IAPCHE and CPCHEA websites.

In similar fashion,Lantinga contacted Bangalore FEP participants after
the six-day event to request feedback on Creation Regainedby Albert M.
Wolters (Grand Rapids:Eerdmans, 1985),distributed during the FEP,
and to provide links to helpful online literature, which we include here
for your use:

— The Christian Classics Ethereal Library at http://www.ccel.org, which
contains tens ofthousands ofpages of text from hundreds of
Christian authors across the whole theological spectrum.

— An online bibliography and database at the Faith and Learning
Network, hosted by the Institute for Christian Studies, an IAPCHE
institutional member at www.icscanada.edu/library/f ln.shtml
(IAPCHE individual members receive a discount for any material
requested).

— All of Life Redeemed at http://www.freewebs.com/reformational-
philosophy/, which currently features an essay by IAPCHE member
Roy Clouser titled:“Is there a Christian View of Everything from
Soup to Nuts?”as well as many other essays and links.

— Reformational Publishing Pages at: www.reformationalpublishingpro-
ject.com.

Looking ahead,Dr. Jay Shim is preparing a reader on teaching from a
Christian worldview for future FEP participants. He invites IAPCHE
members to submit one-page discussions on these topics:

— The theoretical and practical benefits you/your students gain from
teaching with a Christian worldview

— Shaping the Christian mind with a Christian worldview
— The structure of your Christian scholarship
— Examples ofteaching certain subjects in your discipline
— Reasons you work from a Christian worldview

The project is funded by the Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship
and Service. Please send submissions to jshim@dordt.edu.
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Editor’s Note: We are pleased to announce upcoming conferences and calls for papers in
Contact. To announce your conference, e-mail the information to iapche@dordt.edu.
We will announce the confernece once and include it in the Conference Reminders section
in subsequent issues as is date-appropriate.
Genetics & Religion
MINNEAPOLIS, USA—A symposium on Genetics & Religion: Prospects for
Dialoguewill be held September 26,2009, at the University of Minnesota
in Minneapolis, Minn.Speakers include Matt McGue (U ofMinn),Therese
Lysaught (Marquette U),Ruth Schwartz Cowan (U ofPenn),and Ron
Cole-Turner (Pittsburgh Theological Seminary).Closing banquet will honor
the Christian scholarly legacy of V. Elving Anderson,Professor Emeritus,
Dept. of Genetics, Cell Biology and Development,U. of Minn.
Symposium:$15/students;$35/all others.Banquet:$30.Co-sponsors:
Bethel University, the MacLaurin Institute, the North Central Program in
Science and Theology,and the American Scientific Affiliation. For more
information or registration, see www.wilberforceacademy.org/2009confer-
ence.

Calvinism for the 21st Century
SIOUX CENTER,USA—In the context of the 500th anniversary of John
Calvin’s birth, Dordt College will be hosting a conference April 8-10,2010,
which seeks to address the pressing issues facing the Christian community
living in the 21st century and,more specifically,how Calvinism provides an
important paradigm for a Christian engagement ofsuch issues.

Paper proposals are invited from across disciplines that provide a
(neo)Calvinist engagement ofsignificant issues. These proposals should be
1-2 pages in length;submit by email to jlief@dordt.edu no later than
October 31,2009.For more information, see
https://www.dordt.edu/events/calvinism/.

Media, Culture and the Public
EDE, THE NETHERLANDS—The Christian University of Applied
Sciences in Ede will hold an international conference for journalists and
communication experts October 27-29,2010. The theme will be Media,
Culture and The Publicand the focus on responsibility in a network society.
Major themes and topics to be discussed are the return of religion,narra-
tives and storytelling, the future of journalism,the freedom ofexpression
and corporate responsibility.

For more information and proposals for papers and presentations, please
contact the Christian University of Applied Sciences, Oude Kerkweg 100,
6717 JS Ede, The Netherlands, or info@congress.che.nl.

The Future of Order
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS—The Association for
Reformational Philosophy’s next International Symposium will be one of
the highlights ofits 75th anniversary year. Members from around the world
will gather at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam August 15-19,2011.
Planning committee includes Govert Buijs, Johathan Chaplin and Hillie van
der Streek,chaired by Gerrit Glas. Glas, the current occupant ofthe
Dooyeweerd chair at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam,says the working
title of the conference is The Future ofOrder.

“Developments in both the life sciences and the social sciences make the
topic of order (law, universal principles) timely and challenging,” said Glas
in a recent interview in ARP’s Aspects. “Reformational philosophers have
always made a distinction between evolutionary thinking as scientific theory
and evolutionism as a worldview, between factual plurality and pluralism as
worldview. There has, in fact,been an extensive internal discussion on the
nature of law:is there a difference between laws and the law-side ofreality;
can laws change;can new laws ‘emerge’ in the process ofdifferentiation
and disclosure of reality? Important as these discussions have been,we
have also to acknowledge that these discussions have not been settled and
that new developments in the life sciences and the social sciences urge us
to engage in renewed debate.”

Note: the International Symposium will be held in 2011,not 2010 as might
be expected,in order to include it in ARP’s celebratory year. Details will be
posted closer to the date.

Genetics & Religion
Mineeapolis, USA,September 26,2009,Co-sponsors:Bethel University,
the MacLaurin Institute, the North Central Program in Science and
Theology,and the American Scientific Affiliation. See www.wilberforcea-
cademy.org/2009conference.

Rekindling Christian Imagination
Toronto, Canada,September 26,2009; Ottawa,Canada,October 3,
2009; Grand Rapids, USA,November 7,2009, Institute for Christian
Studies. Contact http://www.icscanada.edu/events/.

Teaching, Learning, and Christian Practices
Grand Rapids, USA,October 29-31,2009, Kuyers Institute for Christian
Teaching and Learning. See the Conferences section at
www.calvin.edu/scs/.

The Darwin Debate: Does Intelligent Design offer
Closure or Confusion
Leeds, England,October 31,2009, West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies. See www.wysocs.org.uk.

Better Christian Teachers: 
An Enrichment Program for College Teachers
Shillong, India,November 4-9,2009,IAPCHE & SMCI,contact 
asiaoceania@iapche.org.See also article on page 1.

Programa de Enriquemiento Docente
Vista Fundamental, Pedagogía, Alcanzar a los Estudiantes, Moviéndose Adelante
Querétaro, Mexico, November 12-16,2009,ILMES, see 
www.iapcheproed.vpweb.com.See also article on pages 1,4.

Critical Breakthroughs: International Forum 
on Christian Higher Education
Atlanta,USA,February 24-26,2010, Council for Christian Colleges &
Universities. Info and call for papers at www.cccu.org/f orum2010.

Calvinism for the 21st Century
Sioux Center, USA,April 8-10,2010,Dordt College,see
https://www.dordt.edu/events/calvinism/

Principals Conference 
Bangkok,Thailand,May 2010,India Forum of Christian Colleges, con-
tact asiaoceania@iapche.org.See also article on page 7.

Faculty Enrichment Program: West Africa
Abuja,Nigeria,May 2010,Bingham University, see
www.iapche.org.See also article on page 5.

Pre-WARC Assembly: 
Reformed Mission in an Age of World Christianity
Grand Rapids, USA,June 15-17,2010, Calvin College and IAPCHE.See
article on page 6.

Worldview Workshop
Ndola,Zambia,June 2010,Northrise University, contact
cpchea_admin@cpchea.org.See also article on page 5.

CHE Track - CT2010
Cape Town,South Africa,October 16-25,2010, IAPCHE, ICHE, &
IICS. Contact iapche@dordt.edu.

IAPCHE International Conference VIII
Busan,South Korea,July 25-29,2010,Kosin University, contact

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date orderConference Announcements



At Home in God’s World: A transforming paradigm for
being human and social involvement by B.J. van der Walt,
Potchefstroom: Printing Things (2009) 555 pages, ISBN: 978-1-86822-
570-5.To order, contact hannah@intekom.co.za.
Over against both escapist Christianity and the secular philosophies of
today, this integral,down to earth Christian philosophy proclaims a clear
message:This world, which belongs to God,is our real home in which,
behond personal piety and church walls, we have a God-given task to fulfill.
Van der Walt discusses a reformed view of the Bible, explains
Reformational philosophy, examines our earthly nature,and explores a
transforming paradigm for Christians’involvement in the different domains
of social life.

Christianity & Human Rights: Christians & the Struggle
for Global Justice edited by Frederick M. Shepherd, Lanham:
Lexington Books (2009) 294 pages, ISBN: 978-0-7391-2472-7.
A collection ofessays by scholars and activists who, in a wide variety of
ways, confront the issue ofChristianity’s role in the burgeoning movement
for human rights. The volume’s contributors (which include IAPCHE
member Jonathan Warner) provide diverse perspectives on the theology
behind the idea ofhuman rights, the debate over its meaning, and the evo-
lution of the struggle for human rights. A wide variety ofdisciplinary per-
spectives are represented,from economics, political science and law to his-
tory,philosophy and theology. The essays also represent a broad political
spectrum,including specific accounts from activists participating in the
struggle for human rights. Separate chapters focus on cases from Europe,
Africa,Latin America and Asia.Christianity and Human Rightsbegins and
ends with attempts to synthesize current theory and practice, acknowledg-
ing both Christianity’s great successes and its failures in defending basic
human rights around the globe.

Covenant Documents: Reading the Bible Again for the
First Time by Wayne Brouwer, San Diego: University Readers
(2009) 276 pages, ISBN: 978-1934269602.
Brouwer helps his readers peek behind the familiar pages and find histori-
cal,literary and contextual information that bring new vibrancy to old
words. Beginning with the premise that the internal testimony of the Bible’s
earliest chapters assumes a formative event between Israel and its God,
Brouwer shows how the various writings fit patterns of ancient covenant
documents. Launching from this fascinating history,he provides back-
ground information, literary structure and style, and cultural dynamics that
enliven the reading and rereading ofthe most famous book in the world.
Part introduction,part overview, part handbook,Covenant Documentsserves
as a great textbook for introductory courses in biblical literature and
Christian doctrine (a desk copy is free for adopting instructors).It also
functions as a sourcebook for pastors and teachers,and even a guide for
Bible study groups. Email sales@universityreaders.comto request a free
digital review copy.

The Gospel & Globalization: Exploring the Religious
Roots of a Globalized World edited by Michael W. Goheen and
Erin Glanville, Vancouver: Regent College Publishing (2009) 384
pages, ISBN: 978-1573834407.
Leading and emerging Christian scholars weigh in on the question ofhow
Western Christians can formulate a faithful response to one ofthe most
powerful currents ofour day—globalization. Written for undergraduate
students, this collection ofessays covers numerous issues including the
Canadian oil sands, Naomi Klein’s influential Shock Doctrine, entrepreneur-
ship, and Islam,and spans a breadth ofdisciplinary approaches from liter-
ary production to economics, from technology to urban art, from theology
to business. Together these articles demonstrate the importance ofidentify-
ing and understanding the religious roots of globalization. The authors call
their readers to live purposefully,analyze carefully and dream ofradical
alternatives in the hope ofGod’s better future.

Learning from the Stranger: Christian Faith & Cultural
Diversity by David I. Smith, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans (2009) 200
pages, ISBN: 978-0802824639.
Cultural differences increasingly impact our everyday lives. Virtually none of

us today interact exclusively with people who look,talk,and behave like we
do. Institute for Christian Studiesalumnus and current Worldview
Conference lecturer David Smith here offers an excellent guide to living
and learning in our culturally interconnected world. Learning from the Stranger
clearly explains what “culture” is, discusses how cultural difference affects
our perceptions and behavior, and explores how Jesus’call to love our
neighbor involves learning from cultural strangers.Built around three chap-
ter-length readings ofextended biblical passages (from Genesis, Luke,and
Acts),the book skillfully weaves together theological and practical concerns,
and Smith’s engaging, readable text is peppered with stories from his own
extensive firsthand experience. Many thoughtful readers will resonate with
this insightful book as it encourages the virtues ofhumility and hospitality
in our personal interactions—and shows how learning from strangers,not
just imparting our own ideas to them,is an integral part of Christian disci-
pleship.

Missio Dei: Joining God on the Adventure of a Lifetime
by JuLee Davis and Elizabeth Renicks, Colorado Springs:Purposeful
Design Publications (2009) 334 pages, ISBN: 978-1-58331-249-0.
A one-semester Bible textbook for upper high school or early university
students, based upon the Association of Christian Schools International’s
Perspectives course for adults. A teacher’s edition and student journal are
also available. The term missio Deimeans literally “the mission ofGod.”
This course provides opportunities for students to explore and engage in
God’s mission as the foundation for the story of the Bible, as the lens
through which we all relate to others cross-culturally,as the centerpiece of
history and as the driving force for living “missionally” in whatever context
we find ourselves. Contact www.purposefuldesign.com.

Papers on Language & Culture: An African Perspective
by Mary Nyambura Muchiri, Bloomington, Ind.: Authorhouse (2009)
292 pages, ISBN: 978-1438912363.
This collection brings together works presented by Muchiri at national and
international conferences, cross-referenced in order to highlight their inter-
relatedness and thereby provide a more meaningful dialogue on language
and culture.Included is a list ofwords from the Kikuyu language,demon-
strating that the semantic domains are a people group’s way of understand-
ing, categorizing and labeling the world around them;their inclusion
enhances this source for scholars who want to analyze the culture and
thought processes oftheir ancestors.

State Violence & Human Rights: State Officials in the
South edited by Andrew Jefferson and Steffen Jensen,New York:
Routledge Cavendish (2009) 214 pages, ISBN: 978-0415477727.
Why do many state officials use violence when they carry out their duties?
Why are human rights so often trampled upon? This book,edited by ICS
alumnus Andrew Jefferson and Steffen Jensen,is an attempt to explore
such questions from the inside. It addresses how legal practices—rooted in
global human rights discourse or local demands—take hold in societies
where issues ofstate violence remain to be resolved.Essays include case
studies from Costa Rica,India,Palestine, Mozambique, Namibia,Nigeria,
and South Africa.

Why College: Faithful Learning & Christian Higher
Education by Rick Ostrander, Abilene, Texas:Abilene Christian
University Press (2009) 127 pages, ISBN: 978-0-89112-535-8.
A brief, readable introduction to the unique purpose and value ofa
Christian college education. This book draws on the insights ofa wide
range of Christian philosophers,historians, scientists, and theologians, but
communicates key concepts in straightforward language and analogies that
will connect with today’s college students. Clear, concise, it is another voice
calling for a worldview that is able to help students relate faith and learning,
integrating Kingdom perspectives with the issues ofhigher education. “The
Creation-Fall-Redemption core gives Why College Mattersan excellent con-
ceptual anchor that is likely to make the book’s ideas memorable to stu-
dents,” says Michael Hamilton,Chair, Department of History,Seattle
Pacific University. Brief enough to be paired with other “first-year” texts;it
is an ideal introduction to the Christian college experience for students, fac-
ulty, and staff.
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Affiliate Members
The African Education
Foundation, Rev.Dongo Pewee,
Executive Director, Grand Rapids,
MI, USA

Centre for Contemporary
Christianity, Siga Arles, Director,
Bangalore,India

Christian Institute for Study of
Religion & Society, Rev Vincent
Rajkumar, Director, Benson Town,
Bangalore,India

Student Christian Movement of
India, General Secretary,Student
Christian Movement ofIndia,Csi
Compound,Mission Road,
Bangalore,India

Individual Members
Dr. Danilo O Bantilan, Founding
President ofAsian Revival College
of Theology,Asian Revival College
of Theology,Cagayan De Oro City,
Philippines

Deusdedit Mulokozi Cpps,
Student,St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Dodoma,Tanzania

Kemikimba Catherine Frank,
Student,St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Mwanza,Tanzania

Dr. Dana Hanesova, Faculty of
Education, Banska Bystrica,Slovak
Republic

Graduce Lucas, Student,St
Augustine University of Tanzania,
Mwanza,Tanzania

Dr. Edward Masih, Principal,
Baring Union Christian College,
Batala,India

Dr. Daryl Mccarthy, President,
International Institute For Christian
Studies, Overland Park, KS, USA

Rev.Dr. Aidan G. Msafiri, Senior
Lecturer, St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Mwanza,Tanzania

Sister Esther Murray, Lecturer, St
Augustine University of Tanzania,
Mwanza,Tanzania

Mr. George Mutalemwa, Lecturer,
St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Mwanza,Tanzania

Dr. Patrick Nullens, Rector,
Evangelical Theological Faculty,
Leuven,Heverlee, Belgium

Sister Regina Opoku, Lecturer, St
Augustine University of Tanzania,
Mwanza,Tanzania

Dr. Robert Osburn, Executive
Director, Wilberforce Academy,
Roseville, MN, USA

Prof. Julian Joseph Rukya,
Lecturer, St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Mwanza,Tanzania

Pascal Adelard Shao, Student,St
Augustine University of Tanzania,
Mwanza,Tanzania

Pastor Dr. Timothy Tser-or,
Lecturer, St Augustine University of
Tanzania,Mwanza,Tanzania

Prof. Cornee Van Der Wind-fer-
reira, Christelijke Hogeschool De
Driestar, Gouda,The Netherlands

Prof. Johan Viljoen, Professor,
Rector, Huguenot College,
Wellington,Republic of South
Africa

Prof. Beth Wangari, Director,
Centre for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education in
Africa,Kitale, Kenya

Institutional Members
C S I College of Commerce
Dharwad, Rev J. Prabhkara Rao,
President,CS I College of
Commerce Dharwad,Dharwad,
Karnataka,India

Henry Baker College, Bishop Dr.
K. G. Daniel,President,Kottayan,
Kerala,India

Isabella Thoburn College, Dr.
(Mrs.) E.S.Charles, Principal,
Lucknow, Lucknow District,India

Nor thrise University, Dr. Moffat
Zimba,President,P O Box 240271,
Zambia

Theological College of Nor thern
Nig eria, Dr. Tersur Aben,Provost,
Plateau State, Nigeria

United Mission Degree College,
Dr. Hephzibah S. Doss, President,
United Mission Degree College,
Bangalore,India

N E W  M E M B E R S
IAPCHE
Dordt College
498 Fourth Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 
51250-1606 USA
Fax:712-722-6376

Dr. Nic k Lantinga, Executive Director
Office:712-722-6343
nick@dordt.edu
Skype:nick_iapche

Mrs. Anne Maatman, Dir ector of Operations
Office:712-722-6346
iapche@dordt.edu
Skype:anne_iapche

Asia/Oceania Regional Office
Dr. J.Dinakarlal, Asia/Oceania Director
5,Holy Cross Nagar,
Nagercoil - 629 004,Tamilnadu,India
Office:(91) 4652-260153
dinalal@sancharnet.in 
Skype:dinakarlal

Africa Regional Office
Rev. Isaac Mutua,CPCHEA Dir ector
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
Skype: issac-mutua

CPCHEA (Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa) is the regional 
expression ofIAPCHE in Africa.

The on-line directory at www.iapche.org has been enhanced. Check for detailed listings for all members.

Apply for membership on-line (Click on “Enr oll/R enew Membership”) or contact one ofthe directors (above).

Publications available from the Centre
for Contemporary Christianity

Studies in the Gospel Interface with Indian
Contexts
Pilgrimage 2100: A SelfReflection on Indian

Evangelicalism, Siga Arles & I.Ben Wati
A Christian Folk Religion in India, P.Solomon Raj
Exploring the Depths ofthe Mystery ofChrist, H. L.

Richard
The Serampore Mission Enterprise, A. Christopher

Smith
Missiological Education: An Indian Exploration, Siga

Arles
Religious Pluralism: Challenges for Pentecostalism in

India, Geoman K.George
Hindutva Agenda and Minority Rights: A Christian

Response, M.T. Cherian
The Word ofGod is Not Bound, John Parry

Missiological Classics
Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of

Mission, David J. Bosch
Missiological Encyclopedia I and II, Jan A. B.

Jongeneel
Catalysts ofWorld Evangelization, Luis Keith Bush
Liberating the Nations, Stephen McDowell & Mark

Beliles
The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World,

Hendrik Kraemer

Pastoral Concern
When Time Stood Still, Prema R.Kumar
The Biblical Concept ofBlessing and Prosperity, John

E. Kim
Church Growth and Preaching, Sung-Kuh Chung
The Korean Church and the Impact ofCalvinism,

Sung-Kuh Chung

Other CFCC Titles
Biblical Theology and Missiological Education in Asia,

Siga Arles, Ashish Chrispal,& Paul Mohan
Raj

Green History ofReligion, by Anand Veeraraj 
Striving for Excellence: Educational Ministry in the

Church, Siga Arles & Brian Wintle 
The Pastor and Theological Education, Siga Arles, Lily

Lim, Tan-Show Mayling, & Brian Wintle
Moses of19thCentury: John Everett Clough,

Franklynn Jayaraj
Transform World—A Call ofour Times: Content,

Context and Convergence(booklet),Siga Arles 

For price list, contact
Centre for Contemporary Christianity
#47, 10th Cross, 3rd Main,Hoysala Nagar,
Bangalore – 560 016,India
+91-80-6530-8554 -- cfcc94@gmail.com


