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Imagine yourself as the President ofa small Christian
college in Kenya or Guatemala.Five years ago you
scraped together the funds to buy an empty office build-
ing to house your college. You have assembled a small
Christian faculty who are highly skilled in their respective
academic fields and enthusiastic about teaching.
Government recognition has just come through,and stu-
dents are lining up to be admitted.

You and your faculty are eager to provide these students
with a solidly academic, solidly Christian education. But
all your faculty members were schooled at secular institu-
tions in your country, where their faith was either
ridiculed or considered irrelevant.They are deeply com-
mitted Christians, but not sure how their faith relates to
their academic field,and they have no Christian col-
leagues within 1000 miles with whom to discuss these
issues. Three years ago you sent one ofyour brightest
and best professors to the USA to take some summer
courses in Christian worldview, but she was quickly
snatched up by a wealthy American university and
remained to teach there. Your funds are already stretched
to the breaking point.

Or imagine yourself as a promising undergraduate.
Recently a friend in graduate school returned for a visit.
He explained that some ofthe militantly secular profes-
sors are pressuring him to abandon his faith in order to
complete his degree. How can you prepare for this as
you study in your own field?

These are the kind ofsituations that prompted the cre-
ation of CASC—the Christian Academic Studies
Certificate—which is being launched in 2005.

The Need for CASC
This international project,headed up by IAPCHE,is
rooted in an awareness ofthe importance ofcooperation
among institutions ofChristian higher education to
address the urgent need for a new generation of
Christian leaders. Its purpose is to deliver a graduate pro-
gram of study offering participants all over the world a
solid grounding in integral Christian scholarship.
“Because we proceed from the premise that all scholar-
ship is guided by religious convictions,” states the pro-
posal,“we are convinced that the CASC will help partici-
pants better equip their students to serve within their
own communities...”

In today’s world it is essential that the needs and aspira-
tions of Christians in higher education—individuals and

institutions—be addressed in global terms. The rapid
development ofcommunication technology greatly
enhances the possibility ofsignificant contact among
Christian students/scholars and institutions. The rapid
spread ofChristianity in non-Western regions brings
exciting new challenges for the development ofChristian
learning. In particular, the extremely rapid emergence of
new institutions ofChristian higher education in Africa,
Latin America and Asia brings with it a critical need for
professors with a developing awareness ofthe nature of
their calling as Christian scholars. This need for a new
generation of Christian academic leaders is also acute in
North America and Europe. The CASC will help address
these global needs.

CASC History
For many years and in many forms, IAPCHE members
promoted work on a cross-cultural graduate level course
of study. At Conference 2000,IAPCHE received a pro-
posal for the CASC Project.After further developing this
proposal,we previewed the idea at our Manila Leadership
Conference in October 2002.We hoped to solicit input
from the 43 delegates representing nine countries
(Australia,Canada,Hong Kong, India,Indonesia,Korea,
Japan,Philippines, and the USA).We were surprised by
the high levels ofenthusiasm expressed.Of particular
interest to many delegates was the hope for providing the
CASC through the Internet.

Given this ringing endorsement,the Secretariat further
revised the CASC proposal and submitted it to the Board

CHENNAI (MADRAS),INDIA—We are grateful to
God that, at press time, there were 69 persons registered
representing 16 countries—Australia,Bangladesh,Hong
Kong, India,Indonesia,Japan,Korea,Malaysia,
Myanmar, Nepal,Netherlands, Pakistan,Philippines,
South Africa,Taiwan,and USA—including several coun-
tries that have never been represented at an IAPCHE
conference. The news of the tsunami gave concern, but
the conference did go on by God’s grace.

The conference was held in Chennai,India,January 13-
17 with the theme:“Christian Higher Education in
Asia/Oceania:Moving Towards a New Vision.” See the
picture on page 4.

A full conference report will be included in the next
issue ofContact.

Chennai ’05 Goes On
continued on page 3

Christian Academic Studies Certificate Launched



While visiting Korea in
December, I found both great
interest and growth in integral
Christian higher education. At
several Christian colleges I met
with many faculty members
greatly committed to working
out the Christian faith within
their discipline. Organizations,
such as Disciples with an
Evangelical Worldview, the
Institute for Calvinistic Studies

in Korea,and the Korean Christian Studies Institute, provide
excellent resources for this growing interest.

Yet,soon after returning to North America I came across some
rather abrasive comments. In an interview about his new book,
the public intellectual Christopher Hitchens vented his “hatred
and contempt for religion.” Religion,Hitchens continues, pro-
duces not only physical poverty but also a “poverty of the mind
and the imagination.” A new book out by Sam Harris, The End
of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future ofReason, adopts a similar
approach by linking terror with religion. Religious beliefs are
“simply beyond the scope ofrational discourse”and need to be
overcome ifa lasting peace will be achieved.

Just before I left for India The Chronicle ofHigher Educationpub-
lished a column lamenting the resurgence ofreligiously
informed higher education. In it Stanley Fish,former Dean of
Arts and Sciences at the University of Illinois Chicago, longs for
the days when a serious understanding ofreligion was quaran-
tined “in the safe houses ofthe church, the synagogue, and the
mosque.”

I know that the Lord reigns. I know that elite opinion,especially
in the West,is often directed by a faith and hope in the “pure
reason”of autonomous individuals. I also know that anti-reli-
gious bigotry often accompanies this faith and hope in
autonomous reason.Even so, such comments irritated me more
than a little. My attitude stems in part from the intellectual’s will-
ingness to dictate the norms of academic life even though they
operate from such a small world view.

Perhaps Hitchens and Harris could contrast the horrible poverty
of both mind and body inflicted by the anti-religious ideologies
of the last century with the current work of Christians in civil
society. He might attend our conference in Moscow and hear of
various Christian efforts to spark new businesses, hospitals and
schools throughout the world.

Perhaps Fish could listen to Peter Gomes, Harvard University’s
longest serving Plummer professor of Christian Morals:
“[Harvard] may not look that way, but it was founded by us, for
us, and we have kept it going, even in its most secular and plural-
istic environment.” Or Fish could revisit the story of Jonathan
Edwards, Princeton’s first President,masterfully recounted in
George Marsden’s recent award-winning book.There he would
find that Christian conviction yielded most ofthe very institu-
tions and practices he scorns.

Perhaps these intellectuals will reflect on recent scholarship on
700+ religious colleges and universities in the United States. In
God on the Quad, Ethics and Public Policy research associate
Naomi Schaefer Riley shows that religious higher education is
thriving. Riley’s work confirms many of the findings ofAlan
Wolfe’s research that describes the relatively vigorous academic
environment at Christian liberal arts colleges. Students apparently
find the pursuit of meaning and truth more attractive than the
post-modern inquisitions that have so consumed much of higher
education.

Ultimately it doesn’t matter if academic elites recognize the
importance ofexplicitly and clearly Christian teaching and
research. Christians all over the world, across race, class, gen-
der—even denominational—boundaries are supporting and
encouraging a holistic approach to all aspects ofacademic life.
We are convinced that the best fruits of reason grow from the
soil of orthodox Christian faith. This soil is what C.S. Lewis
called “mere Christianity,” provides the basis for a community of
trust,whose members can challenge and correct each other as
they develop scholarship while in contact with the world’s 
various cultures.

IAPCHE continues to support this growth with every resource
at our disposal.At our recent regional conference in Chennai,
India we launched the CASC program and recommended several
more initiatives. We continue our ambitious schedule ofregional
conferences (see pages 4-5).We are also working toward a major
international conference later next year that we hope will be held
in Latin America.

There is much to be done. Perhaps some open minded intellec-
tuals will take note. Perhaps the more arrogant and close-minded
of them will not.But in the mean time let us not be disheart-
ened by their disapproval and scorn. For the Lord is with us,
let us not be afraid.
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Bigotry Perhaps, Faithfulness For Sure

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary

E D I T O R I A L

* NEW * * NEW * AAVVAILABLE NOW *AILABLE NOW *

Christian W orld V iew and Scholarship
John B. Hulst, Editor

Proceedings of Hilltop Conference

Mkar, Nigeria

January 1999

Los Retos del Conocimiento
La Educación Cristiana en un Mundo Globalizado

Carlos Mondragon, Editor

Proceedings of AIPESC III Conference

Barranquilla, Colombia

July 2002

To order a copy , cont act the IAPCHE Secret ariat
iapche@dord t.edu
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of Directors in December 2002.After deciding to move forward,
IAPCHE recruited a steering committee, developed relevant poli-
cies, enlisted lead institutions, and began to solicit courses. By
November 2004 the steering committee had approved the mini-
mum number ofcourses so that a full program of study could
be offered.At this point we are preparing to officially launch the
CASC program.

The Steering Committee
The steering committee for CASC consists offive regional mem-
bers drawn from each of the IAPCHE regions. The IAPCHE
board of directors appoints the committee to oversee the cur-
riculum.This committee has established the five course cate-
gories and has approved courses in these categories (see box at
right).The committee will continue to review proposed courses
as they are submitted.The steering committee will not become
involved in determining qualifications for admission or in the
assessment ofa candidate’s academic work in a course. These
tasks are left to the oversight of the institution sponsoring the
course. However, the major paper of the final course must be
submitted to the committee for review.

The committee is convened by IAPCHE’s Executive Secretary,
Dr. Nick Lantinga,and is currently comprised ofthe following:

*  Africa: Dr. Michael Heyns, North-West University –
Potchefstroom campus, South Africa 

*  Asia/Oceania: Dr. Kuk Won Shin,Chongshin University,
South Korea 

*  Europe:Dr. Sander Griffioen,Free University Amsterdam,
the Netherlands 

*  Latin America:Rev. Tom Soerens, Universidad Evangélica de las
Américas, Costa Rica 

*  Nor th America:Dr. Harry Fernhout,Institute for Christian
Studies, Canada

The institutions represented by these individuals have agreed to
serve as the lead institutionsfor the CASC program in their respec-
tive regions. Besides providing a member for the steering com-
mittee, they are asked to play an active role in providing courses
for the program.Along with lead institutions, all member institu-
tions are encouraged to provide courses and encourage the enrol-
ment of faculty in the CASC program.Accordingly, each institu-
tion will follow its own administrative guidelines in admissions,
tuition,and faculty review.

Funding
IAPCHE is committed to securing funds for scholarships and
grants to assist candidates who cannot afford the tuition,or to
help fund institutions which are interested in converting an on-
campus course to an Internet course. Visit the IAPCHE website
to participate in the CASC program,whether to enroll in a
course, apply for a scholarship, or submit a course to be included
in CASC:www.iapche.org.

The CASC Program
The CASC consists offive graduate courses, one in each of five
categories. Courses are offered by IAPCHE member institutions
through distributed learning or traditional methods. Candidates
may choose courses from one or more institutions around the

world. The Certificate is issued by the institution where the pre-
ponderance ofrequired courses are completed,conjointly with
IAPCHE.The Institute for Christian Studies (Toronto) 
recognizes the CASCas fulfilling halfof the requirements for
their Master ofWorldview Studies degree.

Beginning in September 2005,the following courses will be
offered in each of the five categories:
Courses in Christian Worldview Studies will explore the role
of the Bible in shaping a Christian worldview, and the role of
faith/worldview in relation to culture, particularly in relation to
scholarship and teaching.
*  Worldview Foundations, Prof. Kenn Hermann,ICS (Toronto),dis-

tributed learning
*  Biblical Foundations, Prof. Nik Ansell,ICS (Toronto), on cam-

pus

By highlighting major figures, eras and various cultural influences,
courses in Histor y and Sociology of Christian Thought will
enable participants to distinguish different intellectual strands in
the development ofChristian thought,conceptualize differences
and continuities among them,and situate themselves within a liv-
ing tradition of integral Christian scholarship.
*  Matter, Body and Gender in the Thought ofHildegard ofBingen,

Bernardus Sylvestris, Alan ofLille and Thomas Aquinas, Prof.
Robert Sweetman,ICS (Toronto),on campus

*  Reformational Political Thought: From Kuyper to Goudzwaard, Prof.
Jonathan Chaplin, ICS (Toronto),on campus, in both Category
2 & 5

Courses in Contours of Christian Philosophy will deal with
key issues in Christian philosophy (e.g., ontology, epistemology,
anthropology, and philosophy of society) and provide conceptual
frameworks, which participants can employ in their scholarly
work.
*  Philosophical Foundations I: Challenge ofModernity, Dr. Govert

Buijs, Dr. Rene van Woudenberg, and Dr. H. G. Geertsema,
Free University (Amsterdam),on-campus

*  Philosophical Foundations II: Contours ofa Christian Perspective, Dr.
H. G. Geertsema,Free University (Amsterdam),on-campus 

*  Religion, Life, and Society: Reformational Philosophy, Dr. Lambert
Zuidervaart, ICS (Toronto),on campus

Courses in Christian Perspectives on Scholarship and
Teaching will such topics as:the role of faith commitments/
presuppositions in scholarship;theories ofknowledge;the disci-
plinary diversity and integration of knowledge;ethical issues;and
the place ofscholarship/higher education in cultural traditions.
Courses dealing with issues ofresearch methodology and peda-
gogy are also appropriate in this category.
*  Metaphor and Analogy as Hermeneutical Keys to the Relationship

between Science and Religion, Dr. Elaine Botha,Redeemer
University College (Ancaster, Ontario),on campus

*  ‘Reflection’in the Reflective Practice ofTeaching, Dr. Doug
Blomberg, ICS (Toronto),on campus

The final course, Disciplinary/Inter disciplinary Perspectives,
will address core historical,conceptual,ethical,and methodologi-
cal issues relevant across disciplines or in a specific field of study.
*  Leadership: Vision and Mission, Dr. Doug Blomberg, ICS

(Toronto),distributed learning 
*  Reformational Political Thought: From Kuyper to Goudzwaard, Prof.

Jonathan Chaplin, ICS (Toronto),on campus, in both Category
2 & 5

CASC Courses Offered
continued from page 1



MOSCOW, RUSSIA—On August 20-24,2005,St.Andrews
Biblical Theological College will host a conference in Moscow
for the European region.This conference comes out ofa recom-
mendation at the IAPCHEregional conference in Budapest in
2002.The main theme ofthe Moscow conference is the meaning
of civil society. For the future of the countries in Eastern
Europe the concept of civil society is very important.Under the
communist regime, civil society could not develop. But the col-
lapse ofthe regime did not result in th eprompt emergence ofa
civil society. The development ofcivil society needs time and
motivated people.

However, we cannot say that Western countries have perfected
their own approaches to civil society. Civil society in the West is
in crisis because ofindividualism,secularization and violence. In
civil society all non-political organizations and communities
should have their own freedoms and responsibilities. This is why
the state does not have authority within universities, churches,
families, factories, the media,sporting organizations, health care,
education, etc. The same is true for the church. Living in society
does not primarily mean living in the church and the state, or in
only one ofthem.No organization or community stands above
others. All together they make life possible. But if people don’t
realize that they are responsible within all ofcivil society, these
institutions will not develop. Freedom is only one side ofthe
coin.

On Saturday, August 20,Dr. G. Buijs (Amsterdam) and Dr. F.
Kozyrev (St.Petersburg) will give lectures on civil society in
Western and Eastern Europe.

On Sunday, after attending church services, participants will
inform each other by making posters with information about
their country and traditions, with special attention to civil society
and the place ofthe church. In the evening Rev. Dr. V. Shmaly
(Moscow) and Dr. Koffeman (Kampen,the Netherlands) will lec-
ture on the responsibility ofthe church in civil society.

Monday, August 22,focuses on workshops. They will be orga-
nized in two simultaneous tracks:Leadership and Cooperation in
Politics, Healthcare and Business and Themes ofChristian Schooling.
Scholars from all over the world are invited to apply for a spot in
the workshop program (see box at left).

The theme ofTuesday, August 23,will be Cooperation in European
Christian Higher Education. We will explore the possibilities for
exchange of students and teachers, the legislation of the EU,
financial aspects, research projects and plans that exist already.
Two specialists will present lectures. Members of IAPCHE are
invited to present examples ofgood practice.

Histor y of IAPCHE Conferences in Europe
In 1984,the Amsterdam Free University and Kampen
Theological University hosted an IAPCHE international confer-
ence in Breukelen,the Netherlands. Regional conferences for the
European region were held in 1993 at the Reformed Theological
University of Debrecen,Hungary, in 1999 at the University of St.
Petersburg in Russia,and in 2002 at Károli Gáspár Reformed
University in Budapest,Hungary. Regional conferences are held for
members to focus on the task ofChristian scholarship and education in
universities, colleges, theological seminaries, and research centers.

The Moscow conference program committee includes Dr. Peter
Blokhuis (Ede Christian University, the Netherlands) and Dr.
Alexei Bodrov (St.Andrew’s Biblical Theological College,
Moscow, Russia),along with  Dr. Nick Lantinga and Mrs. Anne
Maatman (IAPCHE secretariat). For more information, visit
www.iapche.org.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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European Regional Conference Focuses on Civil Society

CALL FOR PAPERS
IAPCHE EUR OPEAN REGION AL CONFERENCE

MOSCOMOSCOWW,, RRUSSIA,USSIA, AAUGUST 20-23,UGUST 20-23,20052005

IAPCHE invites Christian professors to submit papers for our regional
conference exploring Christian responsibility in Civil Society, a topic of
longstanding interest to political scientists. However, as liberal market
reforms stumble and Europe continues to integrate, those involved in
business, health care and higher education have shown an increasing
interest in understanding their place in society. This conference invites
scholars from all disciplines to develop a Christian contribution to this
discussion—in the following tracks:

Leadership and cooperation in politics, health care, and
business: what political reforms are required in order to promote the
proper growth of civil society? How can health care providers and
business thrive in contexts where the state exerts improper control?
We solicit papers exploring these and related questions.

Themes of Christian schooling: Religious education, teacher train-
ing and character education have all emerged as important areas in
many European countries. What are some the practices which best
promote Christian schooling throughout the region? What are the legal
contexts in which Christian schooling can be pursued?

Cooperation in European Christian Higher Education: The
increasing integration of Europe, as promoted in the Bologna agree-
ments, offer increased opportunities for collaboration across the
region but may also limit the freedom to pursue clearly Christian edu-
cation. Are there ways to safeguard both collaboration and curricular
integrity? 

To submit your paper for inclusion in the conference program,e-mail
the abstract to the IAPCHE Secretariat iapche@dordt.edu, along
with your name, postal address, e-mail address, telephone numbers
(home, office, FAX).

Abstracts must be received by May 15,2005.

Chennai ‘05 Participants

IAPCHE Regional Conference January 2005
Full report in the next issue



SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL—As reported in the last issue of
Contact, the fourth regional conference ofAIPESC (Spanish for
IAPCHE) was held here June 3-6,2004.The following papers
were presented at the conference:

“T owards a Pedagogy for Justice”
Dr. Clóvis Pinto Castro

“Christians in Latin America and their Action in
Education and in the Struggle against Injustice”

Dr. Sidney Rooy 

“Educating for Hope”
Dr. Jung Mo Sung

“Educating for Liberty”
Dr. John Van Dyk 

“Educating as Christians in Situations of Inequality:
Pedagogical and Literary Reflections”

Round Table:Dr. Gabriele Greggersen,Prof. Nelly García

“Ig lesias y investigación”
Dr. Rubens Muzio

“IAPCHE and Three Meanings ofCulture”
Dr. Nick Lantinga

“T he University and Programs to Promote Justice:
Responsibilities and Possibilities”

Round Table:Dr. Patrício Proano, Dr. Sergio Marcus Pinto
Lopes

“Protestants and Involvement 
in Political and Civil Society”

Dr. Paul Freston

“Educating as Christians in Situations of Inequality:
Biblical-Theological Perspectives”

Dr. Vinoth Ramachandra,Prof. Lyndon Araujo, Dra.Elsie
Powell 

“Ethics & Ecolo gy in a Pedagogy for Justice”
Round Table:Dr. Carmen Martin, Dr. Daison Silva,Dr.

Rolando Mendoza

“In vestigacion y enseñanza em psicologia:
las motivaciones cristianas”

Round Table:Dr. Uriel Heckert, Dra.Fátima Fontes e Dr.
Fernando Capovilla

Devotionals
Karin Ramachandra,Marcio Redondo y Victor Rey 

Publishing the conference proceedings is in process.

C O N F E R E N C E S
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5th Education Consultation Planned
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA—As a result ofthe proposal
adopted at Conference 2000,IAPCHE and the Dordt College
Center for Educational Services (Dr. John Van Dyk,Director)
seek to discover, support, and coordinate ways in which
Christian higher education can be ofassistance to Christian ele-
mentary and secondary education, and how other agencies—
especially those concerned with Christian schooling on an inter-
national level—can be involved and participate in this effort.

That is why for the past four years, IAPCHE has convened
Education Consultations. The agenda for each of these meetings
consisted of(1) reports to increase mutual understanding of
what the various agencies are now doing to promote Christian
schooling and (2) a strategy session leading to concrete recom-
mendations to be considered by IAPCHE.

Previous consultations have focused on improving the network-
ing between Christians involved in teacher education programs
around the globe. The 2004 consultation appointed a committee
to set up a website intended to serve as an international clearing-
hous on the topic. Other recommendations have included a
renewed effort to promote the vision for Christian eduation
among North American Christian communities (in view of its
apparent decline on this continent),and particiaption in a two-
day consultation on Christian day schooling to be held in con-
junction with the Reformed Ecumenical Council Assemby in
July 2005 in Utrect,the Netherlands.

A fifth consultation is planned for Saturday, April 16,2005 in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.All IAPCHE institutions will be invited
to attend and/or submit a report. Overseas visitors who are

involved in the training ofChristian schoolteachers are especially
invited to participate in this meeting. If you are interested in
attending or know of an interested foreign scholar who will be
in the United States at that time, contact the secretariat at
iapche@dordt.edu.

IAPCHE: A CRCNA Accredited Agency
The Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA)
has recently approved IAPCHE as a recommended organization
to receive church offerings. In turn, IAPCHE asks its CRCNA
members to urge their church councils to include IAPCHE on
their regular offering schedule.

The CRCNA’s Synod (its governing body) decided in 2004 to
approve IAPCHE for inclusion on its list ofaccredited agencies
for 2005.The complete approval process will be repeated at the
synod meeting of2005 to be effective for the years 2006 - 2008.

To be approved in this way, IAPCHE was required to submit to
the CRCNA Board of Trustees a comprehensive statement of
its aims and purposes. Agencies are approved only when they are
considered to be “closely allied with the church’s ecclesiastical
task”and when they have good reason to ask for more than
local or regional financial support (i.e. if their supporting con-
stituency is national or multi-national).IAPCHE was also asked
to submit extensive audited financial statements as proof of
sound financial management.

Inclusion on the CRCNA list of accredited agencies is not only
a way of encouraging local congregations to take offerings for
IAPCHE,but also means that IAPCHE is now permitted to use
the denominational mailing list for promotional mailings.

Papers Presented
Sao Paulo Conference in June 2004
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I N T R O D U C T I O N S

Sarah Tucker College
TIRUNELVELI, INDIA—Sarah Tucker College, the first col-
lege for women in Southern India,was established in 1895 by the
Christian Missionary Society, with the objective of imparting lib-
eral education to women.The College is named for Miss Sarah
Tucker, an invalid woman confined to her room in England.
Moved by reports she read ofthe appalling condition ofwomen
in India,mostly owing to their illiteracy, she stepped in with a
crusading spirit to provide education for them.Her twenty four
sovereigns provided the incentive for opening the institution,
with just four students.

A century ago, the college was a bold experiment in liberal educa-
tion in this part of pre-independent India.During the formative
years, it suffered serious financial constraints. Later, during the
early 1970s, funding for running the college came from the State
Government,resulting in a diversified growth.

The mission ofthe college, as embodied in its motto “So run
that ye may obtain the incorruptible crown” is “Service through
knowledge.” Apart from proficiency in academic disciplines, the
college has always stressed moral and spiritual values. The college
is what it is because it seeks to be faithful to Christ,to be his
instrument in India.

Curricular programs are predominantly general,and the degrees
are accredited by the Manonmaniam Sundaranar University,
Tirunelveli.Six semester undergraduate programs in Tamil,
English,History, Economics, Commerce, Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Botany and Zoology and four semester post-graduate
programs in Tamil,English,Economics, Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry are run with government support. The college is
today faced with unprecedented budgetary challenges, stemming
in large from a decline in government resources made available to
higher education.

The faculty ofSarah Tucker College has a full-time teaching staff
of 149,of whom 28 are doctorate degree holders. The non-
teaching faculty consists of80 members taking care of adminis-
trative, technical and ministerial services. The student body con-
sists of2307 women,all Tamil-speaking Indians, most of whom
require some form of financial assistance from the college
and/or government.

The serene college campus spreads over an extensive forty acres
of land,about seven kilometers from the Tirunelveli railway junc-
tion. Its library includes a central facility and departmental
libraries housing around 55,700 books, as well as a large number
of periodicals and journals. Computer facilities include 120 
systems available to the students. Of the four hostels servicing
nearly a quarter of the student body, one of them is exclusive to
vegetarian students.

Service is at the heart of the mission ofSarah Tucker College.
There is a strong movement in the college towards increased par-
ticipation in community service. Many of the students are civic
minded.The focus is on outreach programs especially in the area
of community development,education, health care and popula-
tion.

The Christian foundation continues to be cherished in various
aspects ofthe college activities. The chapel has always been the
very real center ofthe life of the college. Daily morning worship,

retreats, Bible-study and counseling sessions, prayer club and a lot
more related activities conducted outside class hours, enable
everyone on the campus to better understand the Bible, God and
man.

The chapel outreach program in the neighboring villages of
Sayamalai and Tharuvai helps student and teacher volunteers to
enter communities grappling with hunger, inadequate housing
and racial discrimination. Relationships fostered between the peo-
ple in these villages and the college community have been very
valuable, serving to inspire students for continued social action.

The fulfillment of the college’s mission to help all its students to
reach their full potential requires provision ofmore realistic
opportunities across the whole college. The current wave of
“vocationalization” in higher education necessitates the opening
of more relevant and job-oriented programs. The college needs
to strengthen its basic research, and focus on areas ofprofitable
and applied research. At a time when the knowledge network is
complex and multifaceted,the Sarah Tucker College needs to be
more serious about enhancing student service-learning programs
and faculty exchange programs.

The reach of Sarah Tucker is global.In its 108 years of service
the college has sent forth a stream ofgood women who serve
God faithfully in the world. The founders’ focus on hard work,
self-discipline and being ofservice is still strong and the college
marches on in its pursuit of excellence.

Uganda Christian University
MUKONO, UGANDA—Uganda Christian University (UCU)
represents a new breed ofuniversities springing up around the
world, particularly in the Global South.Like some sister institu-
tions in the United States, UCU is a private, church-founded uni-
versity that offers a full range of courses—from Theology to
Information Technology. We even have a Law Faculty at UCU,
one of two recognized in the country.

UCU is located about 23 kilometers from Uganda’s capital and
main city, Kampala.It was established in 1997 by the Province of
the Church of Uganda (Anglican) and is open to both national
and international students. It is fully licensed by the Ministry of
Education and Sports of the Government ofUganda and was
the first African affiliate of the Council ofChristian Colleges and
Universities in the United States ofAmerica.

Uganda Christian University’s motto is “God the First and the
Last.” We are not ashamed to confess Jesus Christ as Lord. Not
all students here are practicing Christians, but we do seek to com-
municate the Christian worldview in study, in fellowship and in
worship.

We also describe ourselves as “A Centre of Excellence in the
Heart of Africa.” The University is seeking to offer high-level
instruction,with qualified teachers, modest-sized classes, and
good facilities. This is not easy to do anywhere especially in the
“heart of Africa.” That is our goal and we trust we are moving
toward it “slowly-slowly” until we gain a reputation for excel-
lence. One of the areas ofparticular excellence in our wired
world is electronic communication and technology. UCU has 150
work-stations for students and a satellite connection to the
Internet for all.We already offer the International Computer
Driving License (ICDL) and Cisco training.
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UCU currently has 200 full-time under-graduate students, and 20
full-time graduate students. There are 41 full-time and 58 part-
time lecturers, and of these, 20 have their doctoral degrees. The
Chancellor ofUCU is the Most Rev. Livingstone Nkoyoyo. The
Vice-Chancellor is Rev. Prof. Stephen Noll.For more informa-
tion, go to www.ucu.ac.ug.

Lady Doak College
MADURAI, INDIA —Lady Doak College, a premier Christian
institution ofhigher education for women,owes it roots to the
zeal and vision ofMiss Katie Wilcox, an American missionary of
the United Church Board for World Ministries. Early support
came chiefly from the United Church of Christ,the National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches, the
Community Churches and the Swedish Lutheran Church. The
membership of the Katie Wilcox Educational Association, which
runs the Lady Doak College, is confined to those professing the
Christian faith.Therefore, the Bishop ofMadurai of the Church
of South India,one nominee ofthe United Church Board for
World Ministries and nominees from Christian corporate bodies
and Christian institutions ofan inter-denominational character
are invited to be its members. Although the College maintains a
good working relationship with the Church of South India’s
Madurai-Ramnad Diocese, it is not governed by the Diocese.

LDC’s founder, Miss Katie Wilcox, realized that when India
gained independence, there should be women doctors, lawyers,
teachers, heads ofinstitutions and educated mothers to nurture
the future generals. The College has been growing and today her
alumnae are serving the nation in all these capacities in India and
abroad,fulfilling the aims ofour founder in the building ofour
nation. The purpose and ideal ofthis interdenominational
Christian college is to provide students ofall creeds with quality
higher education and to train them in the service ofGod and
humanity.

Lady Doak College currently has 140 full-time and 15 part-time
faculty. Enrollment is 2,345 in undergraduate programs, and 523
in graduate programs. The college is located in the heart of
Madurai,the Temple City ofTamilnadu,South India.Its library
houses 67,784 books. There are nine residence halls with about
600 residential female students.

Because Lady Doak is partly financed by the secular state gov-
ernment,religious studies cannot officially be a part of the cur-
riculum. The college is given “minority rights”;thus, those in the
top administrative positions are Christians, and 60% ofthe
teachers and heads ofdepartments are Christians. Lady Doak
offers quality education infused with the Gospel values oflove,
peace, harmony, equality, and justice.

In August of2004,at the dedication of Lady Doak College’s
new stadium/auditorium,Principal Nirmala Jeyaraj made the fol-
lowing comments:“Lady Doak College, since its inception,has
striven to empower young women through holistic education. At
present about 3000 students from different religious, cultural and
regional backgrounds are enrolled in 13 disciplines at under-grad-
uate, post-graduate and research levels. Our college, affiliated to
Madurai Kamaraj University, obtained autonomy in 1978 as one
of the first twelve colleges in the country. We have been accredit-
ed with FIVE STARS by the National Accreditation and
Assessment Council.

“Our educational programs are geared towards molding the over-
all personality ofstudents and bringing out the best in them
through a highly challenging curriculum,a wide range of extra-
curricular and co-curricular activities, outreach programs and
internships. LDC is unique in offering courses on Women’s
Studies, Environmental Studies, Human Rights and Value
Education to all undergraduate students. Today we are seeing the
addition of this unique facility, the Indoor Stadium cum
Auditorium.....The college extends its gratitude towards all the
donors, including the HRD Ministry of the Government of
India,for their financial assistance.”

Women’s Christian College
NAGERCOIL, INDIA—Women’s Christian College is situated

in a small verdant campus which is a living testimony to the Love
of Christ in action.Way back in the late 19th century, it was here
that the missionaries began their work of spreading the gospel
through various means. Geographically it lies 20 kilometers north
west ofKanyakumari,the southern tip of India.

Over the years the campus has seen many an activity associated
with education. In July 1793 the Kanyakumari Diocese ofthe
Church of South India started the Women’s Christian College
with the objective of empowering women.For the past 31 years
the college has been striving to pass on the flame kindled 
centuries ago.

The vision ofthe college is to send into the world spiritually inspired,
intellectually well-trained, morally upright and socially committed young
women who would meet the needs ofthe community in a relevant way and
thus bring glory to Jesus Christ.The condensed version of this is our
motto:Enlightened We Serve. Our mission statement shows how
the vision is actualized:Empowered by Christ’s love, we the teachers go a
second mile in teaching, moulding and equipping our students so that they
grow holistically and are prepared to transform individuals and structures.

The college is affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University
- Tirunelveli and it is recognized by the University Grants
Commission ofIndia.More than 1500 students study in 11
undergraduate and four post-graduate programmes. There are 96
teachers. Among those who enter its precincts are first genera-
tion learners, the economically backward, the dalits, the visually
handicapped,the orthopaedically challenged and the Muslim girls
who would remain at home if the college had not opened its
doors. Ours is the only college in the district and one ofthe very
few in the state that admits visually handicapped women.

The academic performance ofthe college has been excellent and
our alumnae serve as administrators, teachers, lawyers,
missionaries, journalists and homemakers. When our visually
handicapped graduates could get no jobs, we established a centre
for the handicapped wherein they earn their living through 
photocopying, running a telephone booth and such. Our 
students also excel in sports and extra-curricular activities. The
ethos ofthe college is to be people-oriented and individual needs
are attended to. With faith and commitment we have come thus
far and with faith we envision broadening our domain,in 
receiving and contributing.

I N T R O D U C T I O N S
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NAIROBI, KENYA—“Making a Difference in Today’s Africa:
Penetrating every corner of society with the liberating light of
the Gospel”is the theme for the IAPCHE regional conference
for the African region planned for March 31 - April 3,2005.The
conference will be held at the Institute for the Study of African
Realities at Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology,
which is located in Karen,a suburb of Nairobi.

Conference topics will include:
1.Confessing Christ in today’s world: Biblical principles applied

to today’s secularized societies,
2.God’s call to the African Church in today’s world: From 

colonial subjugation to prophetic witness,
3.Offering the distinctiveness ofAfrica’s heritage as a blessing

to the world,
4.Freeing the people ofGod from the oppressive bondage of

the secularist world view, and  
5.Transforming Christian institutions to be servants ofthe 

community.

The conference program will provide opportunities for open 
discussion following all papers presented,and will also provide
opportunity for participants to interact with one another on the
implications of the conference themes in small workshop
groups. The programme includes the following:

Stephen V. Monsma: Special Guest,will present two papers on
“The Role of the State in Society and the
Political Calling ofthe Christian Community.”
Monsma is a Research Fellow at the Henry
Institute for the Study of Christianity and
Politics, Calvin College and a Fellow at the
Center for Public Justice, both in USA;and
professor emeritus ofpolitical science at
Pepperdine University in California where he
held the Blanche E.Seaver Chair in Social
Science. He has also served as a member of
the Michigan state legislature 1972-1982.

Stuart Fowler: Keynote Speaker, will give an address titled
“Africa’s Future:Renaissance or Reformation:
completing Africa’s liberation.” Fowler is a
Senior Lecturer with the National Institute for
Christian Education, Australia,Visiting
Lecturer and Consultant,Scott Theological
College, Kenya,and Consultant on developing
postgraduate distance education programs in
South Africa.He has been involved with
Africa for thirty years, leading seminars and
speaking at conferences in Swaziland,
Zimbabwe, South Africa and Kenya.

Thinandavha Derrick Mashauwill present a paper on the
theme of“The Mission ofthe Church in
Today’s Africa.” Mashau (B.A.,M.A.,PhD.
(Missiology) is Professor and Head ofthe
Department of Missiology, Faculty of
Theology, North-West University
(Potchefstroom Campus),South Africa.

Before taking up his present appointment,he
was for a number ofyears a pastor in the
Soutpansberg Synod ofthe Reformed Church
in South Africa.

Primrose Kurashawill make a conference presentation on
“Ef fective Business Management for Africa.”
Kurasha is Vice-Chancellor ofthe Open
University of Zimbabwe, one of Africa’s
largest with an enrolment of30,000 students.
Her academic discipline is business studies
and her research for her Ph .D. thesis was on
the development ofculturally appropriate
business theories to achieve maximum effec-
tiveness for African businesses.

Jameson Kurashawill present a paper on “Promoting Peace
through Religious and World View Dialogue.”
Kurasha is Head ofthe Department of
Religious Studies, Classics and Philosophy at
the University of Zimbabwe, a role that
involves him in the accreditation of the 
programs offered by numerous theological
institutions in Zimbabwe. He is a regular 
visiting lecturer at Otto Friedrich University in
Bamberg, Germany, and has also been a 
visiting lecturer at San Jose State University in
California and in Seoul,Korea.He is a
philosopher and educator.

Samson Balanganani Makhadowill present a paper on:“The
Christian Community Making a Difference  in
Education in Today’s Africa.” Makhado is an
experienced educator who is currently
Director of the Association of Christian
Schools International,South Africa.He was
Academic Dean ofthe Heidelberg Institute
for Christian Higher Education in South
Africa,seeing eleven of his students graduate
with a Masters Degree or Postgraduate diplo-
ma in education in March 2004.With the
winding up ofthat institution,he is collabo-
rating with other parties in developing an
organizational framework for continuing these
postgraduate programs. He is a member of
the governing body of the South African
Qualifications Authority that is responsible for
monitoring academic standards in higher edu-
cation institutions.

Isaac Njaramba Mutuawill present “What’s That in Your
Hand:Realizing Africa’s potential.” Mutua is a
graduate in theology with first class honors
from Scott Theological College and an MA
candidate in philosophy at North-West
University (Potchefstroom campus),South
Africa..He is a pastor with the Africa Inland
Church, Kenya,Executive Director of
Community Penetration Christian Ministry,
and lecturer at Baringo Bible College, Kenya.
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Faith Nguru will present a paper at the conference. Nguru is
Professor and Dean ofArts at Daystar
University, a major Christian university in
Kenya.She is also one oftwo members of the
IAPCHE Board representing the Africa
region.

Conference Planners
The Centre for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education in Africa
(CPCHEA),the regional expression
of IAPCHE in Africa,is the
umbrella body making plans for
this regional conference. Other
organizations and 
institutions involved include 
- FOCUS Kenya,
- Daystar University, Kenya,
- Community Penetration

Christian Ministry and 
- Amani Educational Services Inc.
Organizing Committee members
are 
- Pr. Isaac Njaramba Mutua (Chair),
- Beth Njaramba,
- Dr. S.C. Njenga,
- Esther Chege,
- Rev. Kibii Maiyo,
- Rev. Patrice Chumba,
- Pr. Mike Mutua,
- Pr. Simon A. Ng’uono,
- Prof. Godfrey Nguru, and 
- Prof. Faith Nguru.

Pre-Registration Encouraged
The cost for the three-day conference is 5150 Ksh (approximate-
ly US$66) including full board. (Assistance may be available for
those unable to afford the conference cost.) Formal registration
when conference fees will be paid will be onMarch 31.
However, pre-registration is desirable to facilitate planning,
especially with accommodation. There is no charge for 
pre-registration. Contact Pr. Isaac Mutua to pre-register for the
Nairobi conference:

e-mail:cpchea05_nairobi@amani.org.au
Postal:P.O. Box 3927,Kitale 30200,Kenya

Phone in Kitale:
Office (Business hours only):054 31816
Mobile:0723 887221

Nairobi contacts:
Pr. Mike Mutua 0721 720069
Pr. Simon Ng'uono 0733 867878

(If calling from outside Kenya add the prefix 254 and omit
the leading zero.)

Histor y of IAPCHE Conferences in Africa
In 1973 Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher
Education saw the need for an international conference of

Reformed institutions ofhigher education. After consulting with
institutions and persons involved with Reformed higher 
education throughout the world, except in countries dominated
by dictatorship, the first international conference was held in
1975 at Potchefstroom,South Africa.The proceedings ofthis
conference were published with the title “Christian Higher

Education:The Contemporary Challenge.”

Another international IAPCHEconference
was held in Zambia in 1987 hosted by

Justo Mwala Theological Seminary with 
proceedings published as “Rainbow in

a Fallen World: Unity and Diversity
of Christian Higher Education
Today.

Regional conferences in Africa
were held in 1991 at the
University of Zimbabwe in
Harare, in 1997 at Daystar
University in Kenya,and in 1999
at the (proposed) Hilltop

University in Mkar, Nigeria.
CPCHEA was instrumental in 

publishing the proceedings ofthe
Hilltop conference with the title

“Christian World View and Scholarship.”
The book was released last month and is

available from the IAPCHE secretariat.

Other CPCHEA Activities
In addition to facilitating the publishing ofthe Hilltop 
conference proceedings, CPCHEA has established a Research
Forum where those involved in research can engage in 
dialogue with colleagues who are working on the same, or a
related issue, providing mutual support and stimulus. This may,
on occasions, lead to joint research projects. The forum uses
state of the art message board technology that provides a 
powerful,but easy to use tool for such dialogue. It allows 
participants to engage in a dialogue already in progress with the
ability to easily follow through the thread ofthe discussion to
date with the minimum of fuss and bother.

The African Journal for Transformational Scholarship
(AJTS) is an official publication of CPCHEA.As an 
interdisciplinary journal it does not desire to compete with the
excellent existing theological journals but rather to complement
these by providing a wider, interdisciplinary forum for 
interaction both within the Christian scholarly community and
between that community and the wider academic world.

AJTS is published with two major aims:
1.To provide an accesible academic resource of articles by

Christian academics providing insights grounded in the Gospel
that address issues relevant to contemporary African life;

2.To promote interaction between African Christian scholarly
endeavours and the global community of Christian academic
life.

For more information about CPCHEA or to register for the
Nairobi conference, visit the CPCHEA website at
http://amani.or g.au/cpchea.



In A Unique Position of Influence 
KIEV, UKRAINE —Kevin Ellis teaches Church History in Kiev,
under the auspices ofthe International Institute for Christian
Studies (IICS).

“Most of my Ukrainian students believe that religion is a private
matter, exempt from external validation, such as the Bible or 
theology,” Ellis writes. “They do not exhibit an overt antagonism
toward Protestant Christianity, but hold a deep distrust for
Russian Orthodoxy.

“Recent research...corroborates what I have learned from my stu-
dents’papers and from interaction with my faculty colleagues.
While 60% ofUkrainians consider themselves Christian believers,
94% of those same individuals responded that a believer could be
‘simply a believer’ and not have to confess any concrete religious
belief at all....Only 1.7% ofthe ‘believers’ have any regular con-
tact with a church, such as would be evidenced by church mem-
bership or personal devotions. Most of those who consider
themselves Christian believers simply attend church on major
holidays, and perhaps have an icon or two sitting in their
homes....Most ofmy students are either atheists or simply cultur-
al adherents to the Orthodox Church. So, it is obvious that in
spite ofthe legacy of Russian Orthodoxy here in Ukraine, the
vast majority ofpeople here have practically no relationship with
God.There is indeed a lot ofwork to be done....As a university
professor, I have been given a unique position ofinfluence.”

Promoting Innovation Among Educators
SEATTLE, WA, USA—Dr. Ward Gasqueheads up the Center
for Innovation in Theological Education (CITE).CITE’s mission
is “to analyze leadership needs ofthe Church and parachurch
movements and promote a spirit ofinnovation among educators
who seek to equip men and women to serve the kingdom of
God.Gasque hopes to address this subject to the faculty of
many seminaries during the coming year. He has also been giving
seminars and lectures on the best-seller The Da Vinci Code.

The Problem with “Reformed Speak”
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA—Dr. Bob Sweetmanpresented a
paper entitled “Nisi necessitate et utilitate:Catherine ofSienna’s
Dominican Confessors and the Principles ofLicit Pastoral
Ir regularity”at the 7th Annual St.Michael’s College Symposium,
and another paper, “Why Christian Scholarship is Embarrassing:
The Problem with ‘Reformed-Speak’”for the Calvin Center for
Christian Scholarship at Calvin College.

Christianity and “Something-ism”
PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC—Dr. Tom Johnson, teaches a
class entitled “Twentieth Century Philosophy of Religion:
Reconsidering Doubt and Belief” in Prague under the auspices of
the Institute for Christian Studies. Johnson has noticed that
“...whereas a few years ago most Czechs tended to be atheists,
today more and more are ‘something-ists.’ They believe there is
‘Something’out there, but they are quite slow to say what or who
that Something is. I got the best reactions from my students in a
lecture in which I tried to show how “pre-modern Christian”and
“post-modern secularists”actually experience life differently. In
the next lecture I deal with the relationship between Christianity
and Science, showing that a Christian worldview formed the
foundation for the development ofmodern science.

“Please pray for my students. Because oftheir history, many tend

to think of Christianity as merely an imposed set ofrules that
makes life miserable. They really need direct exposure to Jesus to
see something different.”

Training for Resource Development
JOS, NIGERIA—Dir k Vandersteenhas been asked to conduct
training workshops on resource development for the
Development office staff at the University of Jos (UNIJOS),a
federally funded university in Plateau State of Nigeria.“I plan to
leave in March 2005 for the first of three visits to Nigeria for this
purpose. Several IAPCHE members teach on the faculty of
UNIJOS. With my IAPCHE colleagues I am challenged to use
my gifts and talents in developing Christian higher education in
other cultures,” reports Vandersteen.

Providing Solid Middle Education
GUATEMALA CITY, GUATEMALA—In 1989,Sam and
Martha Berberianopened the Frederick Crowe Institute to pro-
vide a solid middle education to Guatemalan pastors and leaders,
60% ofwhom do not have a high school diploma.Berberian
donated his personal library of 1,500 books to the Institute’s
library. Now the school has 5 small classrooms and the library is
literally bursting at the seams with 11,000 books, thanks to dona-
tions. After 15 years, 680 students have obtained their high
school diploma and more than halfhave gone on to university
studies. The Institute currently is seeking funds to purchase an
office building recently vacated by the Church of the Nazarene,
which is being offered to them at an exceptionally good price.

Pursuing Faithfulness to Christian Faith
CANADA—Laurel Gasqueis developing the Religious and
Theological Studies Fellowship for InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship in Canada.RTSF has already been flourishing in the
UK and the USA.Inspired by these sister movements, it is now
working in Canada to establish a national network to encourage,
assist and sustain students and faculty in the area oftheology and
religious studies in the pursuit of faithfulness to the historic
Christian faith,the nurture of spiritual life in community, the
quest for truth,and the integration of academic research and
professional vocation. Their goal is to move religion from the
margins to cultural and social engagement in the public square,
especially within the University.

Accreditation in Place
MKAR, NIGERIA—By the time ofthis writing, registration and
accreditation should be in place for the University of Mkar,
Benue State, Nigeria.A “Friends”committee has been meeting in
North America for twenty years to pray and work for this 
development.The “Friends”committee will launch a fund-raising
effort to assist a like campaign in Nigeria.The Provost,Dr. J.A.
Avanger, and the General Secretary of the NKST church in
Nigeria,Dr. Kurugh Antiev, covet your prayers and support as
this West African Reformed Christian institution ofhigher 
education prepares to meet the challenge of this century.

Biblical View of Wisdom
ALBERTA, CANADA & MADRID, SPAIN—Dr. Doug
Blomberg was keynote speaker at the conference ofthe
Christian Educators’Association in Alberta,Canada in October.
He also presented a paper on a biblical view of wisdom,its out-
working of this in Christian schooling, and the convergences with
postmodernism at the International Network of Philosophers of
Education in Madrid in August 2004.
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Magdalyn’s Story 
as told by IAPCHE member Wendy Helleman

JOS, NIGERIA—Some students just sail right through their aca-
demic career, from enrollment to examinations, and writing the-
ses. For others the path seems to hold obstacles from beginning
to end.Magdalyn’s story belongs with the latter.

Magdalyn is from the Tiv tribe, from Gboko (Benue State,
Nigeria),and a member ofthe NKST, the church established
with Christian Reformed World Missions. For many years she
taught Christian Religious Knowledge in high schools established
by the church (though now largely controlled by the govern-
ment).When her sons entered university in the 90’s Magdalyn
went with them to the University of Jos, starting a Master’s pro-
gram,which she completed in due time. She applied for doctoral
studies, and began working on her dissertation, hoping that it
would open the door for a new career at the teachers’ college.

Her topic was ambitious, “The impact ofscience and technology
on Nigeria,with a focus on awareness ofGod and morality.” She
read widely in modern science (genetics, bioethics, nuclear devel-
opments),examining interconnections ofNigeria with interna-
tional developments, hoping to find some clue to the current cul-
tural and moral vacuum.Her intuition was good,but presenting
this material as an acceptable thesis was not easy for her and her
supervisor was really too busy to give it the necessary attention.
She became ill,and lost almost three years of the time allotted by
the university. Then came the ethnic religious riots ofSeptember
2001.While Magdalyn was personally unhurt, she lost much of
her work, including some books vital to her topic. The following
year one ofher sons broke both legs in a serious accident.Still
Magdalyn did not give up.

I (Wendy) first read some chapters of Magdalyn’s thesis in
response to a request ofour Religious Studies department head
to help evaluate her request for upgrading ofstatus from M.Phil.
to Ph.D. candidature. Although it was rejected,the department
head turned to me and asked if I would be willing to help salvage
the project.My expertise is in early Christianity, so the topic was
not quite my area,but at Moscow University I’ve lectured on the
role of science and technology in Russia’s atheist culture. So I
agreed,realizing full well that there was no guarantee that the
work would come to a successful conclusion.Our first sessions
led to minor rearrangements, but no real solution.Finally I real-
ized that more radical steps were needed.I advised a major
change of focus, to write on the impact ofscience and technolo-
gy on the Tiv people, particularly in Gboko, the capital of Benue
State. This proved to be fruitful advice, although it did mean
involvement ofa co-supervisor competent on Nigerian history
and religion.

The basic problem addressed by Magdalyn is real enough,sig-
naled years ago in Eugene Rubingh’s Sons ofTiv. Missionaries
successfully introduced a new religion,but Tiv traditional religion
was so tightly interwoven with every other facet oflife, political,
economic, medical,etc., that religious change demanded far-
reaching changes in all aspects ofsociety and culture. This was
outside the mandate and competence ofthe missionaries. This all
happened,moreover, at a time ofnew political and social devel-
opments, and enormous challenges for which the Nigerian tribes
were not well prepared.The rise ofscience and technology pro-
vided tempting idols to replace their fallen gods.

In rewriting the thesis Magdalyn faced two major problems. She
needed a supervisor to help her reorganize materials to support a
defensible thesis. But she was also handicapped by poor writing
ability. Fortunately we found another graduate student,Emeka,
with excellent skills in English,who agreed to help edit the work
so that Magdalyn could present her own arguments and conclu-
sions more clearly.

It still took almost two years for Magdalyn to gather and incorpo-
rate new information about the Tiv. But by April 2004 her work
was really coming together. Although she will not meet the
immediate university deadline, she has applied for an extension,
and there is now real hope for actually finishing the dissertation
for defense.

So when Magdalyn drops by at our house these days there is a
new bounce in her step. She knows that the work of these last
months has made a critical difference, giving her new hope for
successful completion.Thank God with us for the hours, or bet-
ter, the years of hard work she has spent on the thesis. Thank
God for her persistence. Pray with us as she finishes the remain-
ing details. And pray especially that God will make this work to
be a blessing for her future teaching career, for her students and
their role in the schools ofBenue State.

Dooyeweerd, Politics and Law
MARYLAND & MICHIGAN , USA—Dr. Jonathan Chaplin

presented to a consultation on “Dooyeweerd, Politics and Law”
in Baltimore, Maryland which was organized by James Skillen of
Center for Public Justice. He also gave a paper on “Toward a
Social Pluralist Theory of Institutional Rights”at a conference
on “Rethinking Rights:Historical,Political and Theological
Perspectives”held at Ave Maria Law School,Michigan.

Global Missions Conference
POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—The Reformed
Churches in South Africa (RCSA) and the Faculty ofTheology
of the North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus) are host-
ing a National Conference on Global Missions on March 18 - 19,
2005.Prof. Roger Greenway (Calvin College) will give the
keynote address, “Let your Kingdom Come, in the Cities.”
IAPCHE members Prof. Derrick Mashauand Prof
Christopher Rabali are also on the program delivering “Kairos
Call:Challenges Facing the RCSA in the 21st Century” and
“Living our mission:The role of the RCSA with regard to
Diaconate, Development and Social Change.” All interested per-
sons from around the globe are encouraged to participate.
Contact Rev. Naas Ferreira at (012) 345 2049 /
naasfer@lantic.net to register before February 28,2005.

Fellowships at Van Raalte Institute
HOLLAND, MI, USA—The Van Raalte Institute at Hope
College invites applications from qualified scholars for a fellow-
ship offered through the Institute’s Visiting Research Fellows
Program.Proposals for support must demonstrate that the pro-
posed research fits the Mission Statement ofthe Institute (see
website:www.hope.edu/vri),that the scholar is qualified to con-
duct such research, and that the resources ofthe Institute and of
the Joint Archives ofHolland are essential to the conduct ofthat
research. A current c.v. should be submitted with the application.
Proposals are due by 15 January 2005,but a short extension will
be possible for IAPCHE members. Contact the director, Dr.
Jacob E. “Jack” Nyenhuis at: nyenhuis@hope.edu.
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Seminar on Education in Nairobi
NAIROBI, KENYA—The International Council for Higher
Education (ICHE) continues its work to assist institutions in the
developing world. A seminar on education is planned for July
2005,to be held in Nairobi,Kenya.Organizers include Ken
Gnanakan (president ofICHE) and Douglas Carew, Vice
President ofthe Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology.

Gnanakan will also be part of a small panel ofinternational
experts at the CCCU (Council for Christian Colleges &
Universities) in Washington DC in January 2005.The panel
address the issue of“Engaging education in other cultures.”

Three Projects Strengthen Cooperation
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS & MANAGUA,
NICARAGUA—With the joint writing ofthree cooperative
projects, the Free University Amsterdam and UPOLI
(Polytechnic University of Nicaragua) sought to strengthen ties
of cooperation which were born more than 20 years ago.

Based upon their common Protestant background,and their
common goal of serving their own communities, the universities
appointed joint committees that have successfully written three
projects:University Management;Curricula Development;and
Technologies ofCommunication and Information. The United
Protestant Church of Holland has kindly provided a $12,000US
allocation for the joint committees to manage these projects.

Dr. Kees van Dongen,Director of the FUA Center for
International Cooperation, expressed satisfaction about the joint
effort. “We worked harmoniously and successfully wrote the
projects. The next step is to seek financing to carry them out,
which we will also do together.”

Another participant in this process is the Javerian University of
Bogotá,Colombia,which, as a partner of the FUA, provided
members of its staff for the technical writing committees.

Conference on Science and Religion
ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—The St.Petersburg Educational
Center for Science and Religion (SPECRS),together with the St.
Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy (SRPh),are
pleased to announce an international conference on the topic of
“SCIENCE,IDEOLOGY and RELIGION,” scheduled for
March 30 - April 2,2005.

The main goal of the conference is to provide a common
ground where scholars, scientists, theologians, philosophers and
policy makers can combine their efforts to find a language and a
way of addressing problems which would transcend the 
epistemological specifics of individual branches ofresearch and
also attempt to answer some ofthe most profound questions of
human existence. We hope this can contribute to better 
understanding the present situation between science, ideology
and religion and how to improve communication between them.

The organizers of the conference hope to avoid a one-sided,
ideologically focused character ofdiscussion about the topic.
Only a detailed,scholarly analysis, which presupposes a 
professional command ofscientific, theological and religious
studies, as well as politological,humanitarian and philosophical
knowledge of the accustomed methods, style and language of

academic discussion in these fields, will give the opportunity to
lay down a solid basis for productive dialogue between science
and religion.In turn, this conference will help propose signifi-
cant recommendations for defining the politics ofpowerful
structures related to this dialogue, to make it fruitful for the 
cultural and social needs in Russia and other countries.

This conference is considered timely in view of the various
social cataclysms currently taking place around the world.

Some ofthe scheduled speakers will include:
Mr. Alexander Fursenko, Ph.D. in Physics, Minister ofScience

and Education of the Russian Federation 
Metropolitan Cyril,Head ofthe Department of External Affairs

of the Russian Orthodox Church, Moscow Patriarchate  
Prof. Sander Griffioen,Ph.D. in Philosophy, Free University

Amsterdam,the Netherlands
Prof. Alexei Chernyakov, Ph.D. in Philosophy, Ph.D. in

Mathematics, SRPh
Prof. Patrick Heelan,Ph.D. in Physics, William A. Gaston

Professor ofPhilosophy, Georgetown University, Washington
D.C., USA

To apply to the conference contact the SRPh office directly at:
Greg Sandstrom,Secretary for International Relations E-mail:
sirconference@mail.ru, office@srph.spb.ru

Plans for Christian University Continue
ANQING, ANHUI, CHINA —Sam Song, president of
International Council for Education Development (ICED) con-
tinues his work on the planning for the establishment ofSt.
Paul University in China a few hundred miles west of
Shanghai.He plans to visit Hong Kong and China in late 2004
and early 2005.Song reports that the SPUC Advisory Board has
recommended that this adventure “be open-handed and only
depend upon God’s leading and proceed at His timing. Rather
than starting the full-fledged school,we decided to begin with a
couple ofprograms in partnership with existing institutes which
share the same vision.” He expressed his thankfulness that he
could meet with potential partners at the annual China Challenge
Conference sponsored by China Source. “This could be a strate-
gic turning point.”

President
The Institute for Christian Studies (ICS) is seeking a servant leader to become the

fourth President in its 37 year history. 

ICS is a graduate school, operating under an Ontario Legislative charter (The ICS Act,
1983) authorizing ICS to grant two masters degrees and to offer a program leading to
the PhD degree. ICS identifies with the reformed Christian tradition and is an Affiliate

Member of the Toronto School of Theology at the University of Toronto.

The President of ICS will be a Christian with a heart for scholarship and an articulate
and passionate ambassador for the distinctive approach to Christian scholarship at ICS.

To recieve a full candidate package, contact: 
Maureen Oulton, Assistant to the Presidential Search Committee, 

Institute for Christian Studies, 229 College Street, Toronto, ON , M5T 1R4
fax: 416-979-2332 / e -mail: moulton@icscanada.edu

The deadline for applications is February 28, 2005 or until position is filled.
All candidate information will be treated in the strictest confidence

www .icscanada.edu



Call for Papers:
Globalization & Secularity
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA—Proposals are invited for the 5th
Annual Lilly Fellows Program National Research Conference,
hosted at Calvin College, Nov. 10-12,2005,on the theme
“Globalization & Secularity:What Comes after Modernity?”
Plenary speakers include Peter Berger (sociology),Graham Ward
(theology),and Iain Wallace (geography).

How should we evaluate regnant paradigms for considering the
relationship between religion and globalization? Does the 
globalization of democracy and free markets require the expan-
sion of secularism? What resources do our religious traditions
offer for critical reflection on globalization? Would the “end”of
modernity mean the end of“the secular?”How helpful is the
concept of “empire?”How would a theological account of
globalization affect given paradigms in the social sciences? How
do the arts resist the globalization of the market? In what way is
the Church, as a transnational Body, a resource for the thinking
global community? And do our colleges and universities reflect
these global concerns and shifts? Do we too quickly accept 
“secular”paradigms in our disciplines? 

Papers engaging these and related questions are invited from
across the disciplines. Proposals of500-750 words are due by
March 15,2005.Submit proposals by email attachment to semi-
nars@calvin.edu.An honorarium of$500 and travel subsidies
are available for presenters from LFP institutions. See the con-
ference website for complete details:www.calvin.edu/scs/lfp 

New Rector at North-West University
POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—History was made
at the Potchefstroom Campus ofthe Nor th-West University
when Prof. Annette Combrink was the first woman to be
appointed Rector of the Campus. Prof. Combrink has been on
the university staff for the last 34 years – the last three years as
Dean ofthe Faculty ofArts. Dr. Theuns Eloff continues to
serve as vice-chancellor ofNorth-West University which is made
up of four campuses—Potchefstroom,Vaal Triangle, Mafikena,
and Mankwe—since a merger in January 2004.

Annual EAALCE Conference
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—On September 6-12,2004,the annual
conference ofEAALCE (Ecumenical Association of Academies
and Laity Centers in Europe) took place for the first time in
Russia.This Association, well known all around the world, has
its main office in Brussels and includes about 80 academic
research centers in 17 European countries.

More than 70 people from 23 countries—representatives from
Europe, America,Asia and Africa—gathered together in
Moscow to participate in the conference organized by St.
Andrew’s Biblical Theological College (SABTC),the only
Russian member ofEAALCE.EAALCE’s main aim is to inten-
sify the laity’s role in church life and to deal with critical social
problems through global and inter-faith dialogue and co-opera-
tion. EAALCE promotes social justice, a holistic understanding
of creation, and peace between all nations. The theme ofthe
Moscow meeting was:“Dr awing a Map: Europe with or without
Russia?”Participants divided into four groups to discuss 
different aspects ofthe theme, then came together for a plenary
session to hear a lecture by Andrei Zubov, professor ofcompar-
ative religions at the Moscow State Institute ofInternational

Relations. According to Zubov, Russia once was a part of
Europe, but now, unfortunately, cannot be defined as a
European country in the full sense ofthe word. Political distur-
bances ofthe 20th century have driven Russia out ofEurope’s
cultural milieu.If Russians and Europeans want to understand
each other, and if Russia is to reappear on the European politi-
cal map, it must embody European standards of living. Modern
European society has many problems—some ofthem identical
with those ofRussia—and any viable solution will happen only
through dialogue and mutual enrichment.Prof. Zubov stressed
that Christian values could be—and should be—the most
important guiding light on that way.

On September 9 an official evening reception,hosted by
SABTC, was attended by many diplomatic representatives, reli-
gious leaders of different Christian denominations and public
figures. During the plenary meetings during the next two days,
participants discussed technical questions concerning the
Association’s long-range plans. SABTC Rector, Alexei Bodrov,
was unanimously elected as a member ofthe EAALCE
Executive Committee.

Nguru Now Daystar Vice-Chancellor
NAIROBI, KENYA—Rev. Dr. Godfrey Nguru was installed in
August of2004 as the new Vice-Chancellor at Daystar
University in Kenya,replacing Stephen Talitwala.Dr. Nguru,
who is a past IAPCHE board member, holds M.S. and Ed.D.
degrees in Educational Administration and Planning from the
University of Tennessee and a B.Ed.from the University of East
Africa in Tanzania.

New President at Geneva
BEAVER FALLS, PA, USA—In October 2004,Dr. Kenneth A.
Smith was inaugurated as the new President ofGeneva
College. Smith graduated from Geneva College in 1980 with a
degree in political science and business administration. He
earned a master's degree in economic and social development
from the University of Pittsburgh in 1982 and a doctorate in
strategic management from the University of Maryland in 1991.

Smith succeeded Dr. John H.White, 18th president,who retired
in June. White served the college for 33 years, including an 11-
year term as president.

SUMMER INSTITUTE
on

Education and Human Right s
Geneva, SwitzerlandGeneva, Switzerland

July 4-29, 2005

Two intensive courses will be offered by Prof. Charles Glenn
and other Boston University faculty in cooperation with the

International Organization for the Development of Freedom in
Education and in conjunction with the sessions of the 

UN Subcommission on Human Rights.

The Institute in intended for individuals who have completed
an undergarduate degree in a related field or who hold 

positions of responsibility in educational policy.

For more information, cont act 
Prof. Charles Glenn, Boston University , 

2 Sherborn S treet, Boston, MA 02215 USA
glennsed@bu.edu
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B O A R D  N E W S
New Africa Board Member
Dr. Faith Nguru is the new IAPCHE Board Member for the
Africa Region.She takes over from Dr. Emmanuel Ayee whose
term ended in December.

Dr. Nguru has served as Coordinator of Research Publications
and Consultancy at Daystar University in Nairobi,Kenya,since
August 2004.Previous positions she has held at Daystar include
Dean ofthe Faculty ofArts, Chair ofResearch and Publication,
Chair ofPostgraduate Studies, and lecturer.

Prior to her work at Daystar, Dr. Nguru wrote radio scripts for
Baptist Communications and Transworld Radio, contributed reg-
ular articles to Stepmagazine and Christian Perspective (a magazine

published by FOCUS),and taught highschool biology and chem-
istry. Dr. Nguru holds a Ph.D. from Bowling Green University in
Ohio, where her dissertation dealt with “Television and the
Shaping of Culture in Kenya.” She received her MA in Mass
Communication from Bowling Green University, and a Master of
Arts in Christian Ministries from Wheaton Graduate College in
Illinois.

New Asia/Oceania Board Member
Mrs. Susheila Williams is IAPCHE’s new Asia/Oceania Board
Member, filling the slot previously held by Dr. Kuk Won Shin.
She has served as Executive Secretary of CSI Bishop Appasamy
College of Arts and Science in Tamil Nadu,India,since 1995.
Prior to that, she was Principal ofCSI’s Technical and Vocational

Training Centre.

Mrs. Williams is currently pur-
suing doctoral studies at
Mother Teresa University for
Women,focusing on the social
and economic impact of
empowerment of marginalized
women on the community. She
received her MA in English
Literature, and a BA in eco-
nomics.

She has been involved as project
manager for numerous pro-
grams serving women and chil-
dren,such as organizing devel-
opment programs promoting
health education, social aware-
ness and skill development in
rural villages and,at present,
doing rehabilitation work among
prisoners and sex workers in the
Central Prison.She served as
President ofthe YWCA for 9
years, and has served on various
church committees relating to
women’s issues and youth care.

Mrs. Williams attended
IAPCHE’s 2000 USA confer-
ence, the MLC Manila Regional
leadership conference for the
Asia/Oceania region,the
IAPCHE Kanyakumari
Consultation in January 2004,
and the ICHE Seminar in
February 2004 in India.She also
chaired the Hosting Committee
for the Chennai ‘05 Conference.

Sincere Gratitude
IAPCHE expresses sincere
thanks to Dr. Emmanuel Ayee
(Ghana) and Dr. Kuk Won Shin
(South Korea) for their valuable
contributions to the association
during their terms on the board.
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Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO BOX 44400,Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csi-bacas@mailcity.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Peter Blokhuis,Vice-Chair
Ede Christian University
PO Box 80,6710 BB Ede  
The Netherlands
Home:31-318-614220
Office:31-318-696349
Fax:31-318-696396
pblokhuis@che.nl
(Term expires December 2006)

Mrs. Nelly Garcia De Mendoza
Apartado 1017 - 2050
Montes De Oca,Costa Rica
Home:506-273-4174
Office:506-207-5679
Fax:506-273-0265
rolmenh@racsa.co.cr

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. Harry Fernhout
Institute For Christian Studies
229 College Street
Toronto ON M5T 1R4 Canada
Office:416-979-2331
Fax:416-979-2332
hfernhout@icscanada.edu

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. George A. Lotter
North-West University
PO Box 20777,Noordbrug 2522
Republic of South Africa
Phone:27 18-299-1840
Fax:27 18-299-1841
kwsgal@puknet.puk.ac.za

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. Peter Tze-Ming Ng
Chung Chi College
Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, N.T. Hong Kong, China
Office:852 2609 6525
Fax:852 2603 5280
peterng@cuhk.edu.hk

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
College, Jerusalem St.,3,Moscow
109316 Russia
Home:7-095-551-3462
Office:7-095-270-2200
Fax:7-095-274-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru
(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidade Estadual de Londrina
Rua Joao Wyclif,
447/1402,Londrina
PR 86061-640,Brazil
Phone:55 43 326-8640
brasil@uel.br

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. George N. Monsma, Jr., Chair
Calvin College, 3201 Burton St.SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546 USA
Home:616-243-6868
Office:616-526-6191
Fax:616-526-8410
gmonsma@calvin.edu

(Term expires December 2006)
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The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

Artistic Truth: Aesthetics, Discourse, and Imaginative
Disclosure by Lambert Zuidervaart; Cambridge University
Press:Cambridge, 2004,294 pages. ISBN 0-521-83903-3.
Lambert Zuidervaart, Professor ofPhilosophy at the Institute for
Christian Studies, challenges current intellectual fashions. He proposes a
new critical hermeneutics that engages with both analytic and continental
philosophies and illuminates the contemporary cultural scene. The posi-
tions of Heidegger, Goodman,and Wolterstorff are considered in detail,
using insights derived from Adorno, Habermas, and Searle. Zuidervaart
argues that people turn to the arts as a way of finding orientation in their
lives, communities, and institutions. But philosophers, hamstrung by their
own theories oftruth,have been unsuccessful in accounting for this
common feature in our lives. His book portrays artistic truth as a process
of imaginative disclosure in which expectations of authenticity, signifi-
cance, and integrity prevail.Understood in this way, truth becomes cen-
tral to both the aesthetic worth and the societal importance ofthe arts.
The book is dedicated to Calvin Seerveld,Hendrik Hart, and Nicholas
Wolterstorff, three influential philosophers in the Reformed tradition.

Balancing Freedom, Autonomy and Accountability in
Education (3 volumes) written and edited by Charles Glenn and
Jan de Groof; Wolf Legal Publications: the Netherlands, 2004,1500
pages. ISBN 9058500993.
Educational freedom is important because parents have a fundamental
right to guide the development oftheir own children and therefore to
choose a school in which they have full confidence. For many parents,
this will mean a school which shares their own views about what is most
important in life, their religious or philosophical worldview. School
autonomy is important because it is the essential precondition for the
creation of schools with a clearly-focused mission,schools in which staff
and parents and the controlling board or other authority share the same
understanding ofhow best to educate. Accountability for common stan-
dards is important because today’s pupils will be the parents, adult citi-
zens, and productive workers of tomorrow. Society has a strong interest
in ensuring that they are well prepared for those roles, and that they
share an understanding ofthe virtues required by a free society.

The first volume consists ofa series ofessays examining the legal,
human rights, and historical dimensions ofeducational freedom and
common standards, together with comparative analyses ofvarious
dimensions ofthe control of schooling, while the second and third con-
sist ofchapters on forty different national educational systems. Volume 2
includes most ofthe countries ofthe European Union and several
neighbors, while volume 3 includes Argentina,Australia,Brazil,Bulgaria,
Canada,Chile, Cuba,El Salvador, Israel,Macedonia,Mexico, New
Zealand,Philippines, Romania,Russia,South Africa,United States, and
Uruguay.

Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire by Sylvia
Keesmaat and Brian Walsh; InterVarsity Press, 2004,256 pages.
ISBN 0830827382.
Have we really heard the message of Colossians? Is the text of this New
Testament book just a pretext for justifying a dominating political and
economic power? Reading Colossians in context, ancient and contempo-
rary, can perhaps give us new ears to hear. In this innovative and refresh-
ing book Walsh and Keesmaat explain our own sociocultural context to
help us get into the world of the New Testament and get a sense ofthe
power of the gospel as it addressed those who lived in Colossae two
thousand years ago. Their reading presents us with a radical challenge
from the apostle Paul for today. Drawing together biblical scholarship
with a passion for authentic lives that embody the gospel,this ground-
breaking interpretation of Colossians provides us with tools to subvert
the empire of our own context in a way that acknowledges the trans-
forming power of Jesus Christ.

In Pursuit of Justice: Christian-Democratic
Explorations by James Skillen;Rowman and Littlefield:
Lanham, MD, 2004,192 pages. ISBN 0-7425-3524-X.
For too long, the advancement ofdemocracy has been misunderstood as
requiring the abandonment or privatization of Christianity and other reli-

gions. Working within an American context, Skillen,president ofthe
Center for Public Justice, explores the implications of a Christian-demo-
cratic approach for the meaning ofcivil society. After offering an answer
to the question “What distinguishes a Christian-democratic point of
view?” Skillen goes on to explore the meaning ofthe phrase civil society,
what it means to be human,and some ofthe most critical public issues
of our day, including welfare, racial justice, the environment and govern-
ment.Two chapters deal with educational policy. Skillen,director ofCPJ
since 1981,also authored The Scattered Voice: Christians at Odds in the Public
Square (Zondervan,1990) and Recharging the American Experiment: Principled
pluralism for genuine civic community (Baker Books, 1994).

Kierkegaard’s Ethic of Love: Divine commands and
moral obligations by C. Stephen Evans;Oxford University
Press, 2004,376 pages. ISBN 0199272174.
This book is a compelling account ofKierkegaard’s ethical views, seeing
him against the backdrop of nineteenth-century European society but
showing the relevance ofhis thought for the twenty-first century.
Kierkegaard’s view of morality as grounded in God’s command to love
our neighbors as ourselves has clear advantages over contemporary secu-
lar rivals. C. Stephen Evans explains and defends Kierkegaard’s account
of moral obligations as rooted in God’s commands, the fundamental
command being ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ The work will
be of interest not only to those interested in Kierkegaard, but also to
those interested in the relation between ethics and religion,especially
questions about whether morality can or must have a religious founda-
tion. As well as providing a comprehensive reading ofKierkegaard as an
ethical thinker, Evans puts him into conversation with contemporary
moral theorists. Evans is Professor ofPhilosophy and the Humanities at
Baylor University.

A Revolution of Compassion: Faith-Based Groups as
Full Partners in Fighting America’s Social Problems by
Stanley Carlson-Thies and Dave Donaldson;Baker Books:Grand
Rapids, MI, 2003,208 pages. ISBN 0801064457.
Stanley Carlson-Thies was recently awarded the William Bentley Ball
Award for Life and Religious Liberty Defense at the Christian Legal
Society’s Center for Law and Religious Freedom’s national conference.
The award was based in part on the release ofthis book,A Revolution of
Compassion, in which the authors use personal stories and interviews with
prominent leaders to explore the practical,political,and legal issues asso-
ciated with government funding offaith-based organizations. According
to Charles W. Colson ofPrison Fellowship Ministries, “Faith-based solu-
tions to our nation’s social problems are the wave of the future.
Donaldson and Carlson-Thies provide a clear explanation of the think-
ing behind faith-based initiatives, dispel persistent and damaging myths
about faith-based solutions, and provide practical advice to encourage
Christians toward compassionate service.” Dave Donaldson is founder
and CEO ofWe Care America (WCA) in Washington,D.C., a national
nonprofit organization that unites, strengthens, and multiplies effective
social service ministries. Stanley Carlson-Thies, formerly of the White
House Office of Faith-Based & Community Initiatives, is acting director
of the Civitas Program in Faith & Public Affairs at the Center for Public
Justice.

Studies in Christian-Muslim Relations by Jan H. Boer;
Essence Publishing, Belleville, Canada,2004.
Three volumes ofthis series are currently available. Volume 1 is Nigeria’s
Decades ofBlood (155 pages).It contains an introduction to the series,
including a section on parallels between Kuyperian and Muslim ideas on
religion in society. Volume 2,entitled Muslims: Why the Violence? (193
pages) describes Muslim explanations for violence. Volume 3,Christians:
Why This Muslim Violence? (334 pages),describes the Nigerian Christian
interpretation of the Muslim-Christian violent struggles. All volumes are
replete with quotations and numerous appendices from both Muslim and
Christian sources, so that you get it all “from the horse’s mouth.” To pur-
chase, contact author at www.SocialTheology.com or
boerjf@hotmail.com.Or purchase with a credit card via www.essence-
group.com or www.amazon.com.
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Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison,
Principal,Southland College,
Round Corner, Australia

Prof. Philip Brouwer,
Professor, University of Fort
Hare, Adelaide, East Cape
Province, Republic of South
Africa

Rev. Dr. Michael Chongluai,
President,Evangelical Bible
Seminary, Yangon,Myanmar

Dr. Roy Clouser, Professor
Emeritus, Philosophy and
Religion,The College of New
Jersey, Haddonfield,NJ, USA

Professor Andrei Danilov,
Professor, Head ofReligious
Studies Dept, St Methodius &
Cyrill Theology Inst of
Belarussian State Univ, Minsk,
Belarus

Dr. Lee Forester, Associate
Professor ofGerman,Hope
College, Holland,MI, USA

Dr. Samuel L. Gray, Assistant
Professor, Providence Christian
College, Seneca,SC, USA

Dr. Dovguallo Grigorii,
Chancellor ofTheology
Institute, St Methodius & Cyrill
Theology Inst of Belarussian
State Univ, Minsk,Belarus

Mr. Jione Havea,Lecturer,
United Theological College,
North Parramatta,Australia

Mrs. Barb Hoekstra,
Instructor of Education, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, IA, USA

Prof. Dr. M. Kuiper, Professor,
The King’s Christian Research
Institute (Hungary)

Mrs. Herminia C.
Lansangan, San Mateo, Isabela,
Philippines

Prof. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau,Head,Department of
Missiology, Northwest Univer-
sity, Noordbrug, South Africa

Mr. Nang Sian Mung,
Professor, Myanmar Graduate
School of Theology and
Missions, Yangon,Myanmar

Rev. Dr. John Nagamuthu,
Principal,Malaysia Tamil Bible
Institute, Semenyih,Selangor,
Malaysia

Pastor Amado A Palacios,
Red de Evangelizacion y
Discipulado, Carabobo,
Venezuela

Mr. Hudus Maradu Pardede,
Director ofGraduate Program,
Sekolah Tinggi Theologia,
Ngadisono Solo, Indonesia

Dr. Joseph Paturi, President,
Temple Baptist College,
Cincinnati, OH, USA

Prof. T.C. Rabali, Lecturer,
Northwest University,
Vanderbijlparl, Republic of
South Africa

Dr. Paul Rader, President,
Asbury College, Wilmore, KY,
USA

Pastor Riel John Dean Rafols,
Ass’t Chaplain for Media and
Special Ministries, Central
Philippine University, Iloilo City,
Philippines

Dr. Guy S. Saffold, Executive
Vice President,Trinity Western
University, Langley, BC, Canada

Dr. John Shortt, Travelling
Secretary, European Educators’
Christian Association, Beds,
United Kingdom

Dr. Simon Sukumar, Vice
Chancellor, Academy for
Professional Development,
Chennai,India

Mr. Mikhail Tolstoluzhenko,
Project Director, St.Andrew’s
Biblical Theological College,
Mosow, Russia

Dr. Tien-Jiunn Tseng,
President,Christ’s College,
Taipei,Taiwan

Dr. Nat Tuivavalagi,
Consultant/Research Associate,
Institute for Samoan Studies,
Apia,Western Samoa

Rev. Thaung Tun, Mon
Baptist Theological School,
Mawlamyine, Myanmar

Prof. Leendert Van Beek,
Associate Professor ofForeign
Language, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, IA, USA

Dr. Mary Stewart Van
Leeuwen, Professor of
Psychology and Philosophy,
Eastern University, St.David’s,
PA, USA

Dr. David Weeks, Dean and
Professor, Azusa Pacific
University, Azusa,CA, USA

Dr. Hannes Wiher, Mission
Philafricaine, Conakry, Guinea

Ms. Dianne Zandstra,
Language Dept.,Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Lady Doak College,
Madurai,Tamilnadu,India
Dr. Nirmala Jeyaraj,Principal

Providence Christian College,
Ontario, CA, USA
Mr. James Den Ouden,
President

Reformed Bible College,
Grand Rapids, MI, USA
Dr. Nicholas Kroeze, President

Sarah Tucker College,
Tirunelveli,Tamil Nadu,India
Dr. Mercy Henry, Principal

Uganda Christian University,
Mukono, Uganda
The Rev. Prof. Stephen Noll,
Vice Chancellor

Mrs. Laurie Matthias,
Doctoral Fellow in the School
of Education, Regent
University, Newport News, VA,
USA

Mr. Rafael Graciano Baldez
Neves, International
Correspondent,Instituto
Valores, Windermere, FL, USA

N E W  M E M B E R S

The on-line directory at www.iapche.org lists more information about all members. 
Apply for membership on-line (Click on Enroll Now) or contact the Operations Coordinator.

IAPCHE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth Avenue NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606,USA,Fax: 712-722-6376
Dr. Nick Lantinga,Executive Secretary nick@dordt.edu 712-722-6343
Mrs. Anne Maatman,Operations Coordinator iapche@dordt.edu 712-722-6346
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