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NAIROBI, KENYA—An interdisciplinary conference
was held for the African region,on March 31-April 3,
2005,at the Institute for the Study of African Realities
(ISAR) at Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of
Theolocy (NEGST) in Karen,a suburb of Nairobi..

How it all began 
The vision for this conference was realized in the first
interim council ofthe Centre for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA)on 25-
26 March, 2001 at Potchefstroom.At this meeting, it was
proposed that we consider holding two regional confer-
ences, one in South Africa first and one in Kenya at
some future time. This idea was followed up in later
meetings, with 2005 earmarked as a viable time for the

first conference. Proposing the conference was one thing
but putting it into practice was another. We began the
plans for the conference ofthe East and Central regions
of Africa from scratch. We had considered conducting
the conference at Nairobi University, but the death of
Prof. Jasper Mumo frustrated those plans as he was the
one who was going to assist in effecting this. We then
thought ofSt.Paul’s Theological Seminary but the trans-
fer of Prof. Godfrey Nguru to Daystar University meant
that we would not have someone at St.Paul’s as a con-
tact.By now, time was not on our side.

By September, 2004,we managed to establish a small
working committee in Nairobi that made a breakthrough

continued on page 8

African Interdisciplinary International Conference

SIOUX CENTER,IA, USA—On July 1,Dr. John E.
“Jack” Fennema officially began his duties in a new posi-
tion in the IAPCHE Secretariat as Director ofProgram
Development.The IAPCHE board gratefully accepted
Fennema’s offer to work as a full-time volun-
teer for IAPCHE in his retirement.

In March 2005,the IAPCHE board recog-
nized the need for such a position,in view of
the fact that IAPCHE’s skeleton staff are
currently near or at their maximum time
commitments and have little additional time
to aggressively pursue new initiatives which
arise in response to the awareness ofnew
needs. IAPCHE had hoped that by July 2006
the funds would be available (possibly
through grant money) to hire such a person.But when
Fennema offered his services at the cost of$1.00 / year
plus expenses, it was an offer the board could not refuse.
Fennema will serve a one-year term, and in June 2006 the
position and his work will be evaluated with a view
toward extending his appointment.

Dr. Fennema most recently served as Academic Dean for
Providence Christian College in Ontario, California.Prior
to that, he taught graduate and undergraduate courses in
education at Covenant College in Georgia from 1999 –
2003.Fennema taught education, and directed the gradu-
ate education program,at Dordt College from 1993 –
1999.He has held positions at Calvin College, Trinity
Christian College, and the Ontario Alliance ofChristian
Schools in Canada,as well as positions as teacher and
administrator in both ACSI and CSI Christian day

schools. He has presented numerous workshops to
Christian educators in North America and around the
world, authored the books Nurturing Children in the Lord:
A Study Guide for Teachers on Developing a Biblical Approach to

Discipline and The Religious Nature and Biblical
Nurture of God’s Children, and has published
articles in many Christian journals.

Fennema’s extensive administrative and scholar-
ly experience will be helpful as he works to
raise funds both for the general budget and for
the CASC program,assists with such IAPCHE
programs and projects as the annual Education
Consultation and the Nagykoros Center in
Hungary, and evaluates proposals for expanded
IAPCHE programming. He will be working

with the Director ofOperations in encouraging institu-
tions of higher education to assist in the training of
Christian teachers in elementary and secondary schools.

Reflecting on this new position,Fennema said,“Christian
education has been my life’s work and passion.Serving in
several Christian colleges and at the K-12 level has pro-
vided me with an understanding ofboth the needs and
resources within Christian higher education in general
and teacher education in particular. I look forward to
working with my brothers and sisters around the world in
the manifestation of Christ’s kingdom through Christian
higher education.”

Fennema lives with his wife, Barbara,in Columbus, Ohio
(USA) where he maintains a virtual office. He can be
contacted at jefennema@columbus.rr.com.

Fennema Is Director of Program Development

Jack Fennema,Dir ector 
of Program Development



Note: This address was given at the
closing of the IAPCHEconference in
Moscow in August. 
Last week,while listening to
Peter Blokhuis’fine opening
comments at the ARPconfer-
ence in the Netherlands (see arti-
cle on page 12),I reconsidered
the image I would employ in dis-
cussing our own conference.
Peter employed the image of
music—that we Christian schol-
ars could come together in a har-

monious way. To my mind,this recalled Augustine’s suggestion
that we imitate God’s unity through social harmony. This in turn
seemed close to our discussions about civil society, and pointed
toward the Orthodox understanding ofsymphony—the harmo-
nious relationship that should exist between church and state in
directing society.

Over the course of this conference I have reconsidered this
image. I’m afraid that there is not much harmony, much less a
symphony, to be found in Russia.As our discussions have
revealed,there is often dissonance in the East.Perhaps this is
why our discussions sound familiar to my Western ears. All
Christians, both East and West,need a better ear for the nuances
of public and academic life.

So, I have switched to a different image, one that centers on
mountain climbing. It is my hope that this word picture will help
us identify the great threats that confront us all.So too, I hope to
portray an image of the already but not yet reality that Christ is
now calling to perfection.In this way I hope to come close to
giving a word picture that can serve like an icon.Hopefully I will
not be accused ofoffering an oxymoron—a Reformed icon.

Imagine a great mountain range rising above the rich green
plains. From the plains we can see different approaches to the
mountains. Some move up slow rises;others more quickly turn
into cliffs. All approaches end in clouds which also conceal the
summit.In front of the mountains we can see various groups of
climbers, often arguing and quarreling over which way is best.
Behind us the ruins ofwhat might have been a great tower can
be discerned far out on the plains.

Now look a bit more closely at the climbers. One group seems to
have forgotten why they are climbing the mountain.They no
longer seem interested in reaching the summit.Instead they take
pleasure in perfecting their climbing abilities. They construct
complex climbing walls in the mountains which require ever-
more-elaborate techniques and ever-more-clever devices to scale.

Another group of climbers is always low on resources. They
often run to their friends and ask for help so they can return to
their dangerous work. Yes, there are great riches ofgold and jew-
els, but their primary task,the climbers insist,is to climb as high
as possible. Of course their friends on the plains are sympathetic.
After all,everybody needs to learn how to climb. They them-
selves, like their own children,spent a few years with the
climbers. And yet,these citizens ofthe plains—simple farmers
really—often wonder whether some ofthe mountain’s riches

might not ease their own labors. They wonder too whether their
climbing friends aren’t a bit distracted by the elite climbers.

We now shift our view to a whole different area ofmountains,
which provides an entirely different kind ofimage. Here we can
see a group of climbers who have marked out a path from the
cliffs to the plains. There is so much walking from one place to
the other that it is difficult to distinguish farmers from climbers.
A good sense offriendship is obvious as climbers seek not only
to climb but also to bring down precious gems and metals which
the farmers then use and enjoy. The farmers gladly share the fruit
of the land with the climbers so that new equipment and tech-
niques can ease their difficulties.

Beyond good relationships between the farmers and climbers we
see that the climbers have learned to work together. Even during
frightening thunderstorms they can communicate clearly and
confidently. They constantly encourage and protect each other as
members of a team.Even better, various climbers have learned
not only intra-team work, but also inter-team work. For all
climbers they point out good hand-holds and techniques. They
show where one can find precious resources and share their
ledges as places ofrest.Finally, these climbers have also learned
that the mountain’s perils, such as rock slides and avalanches,
sometimes open paths not seen before.

By now you certainly know what I’m trying to accomplish.
Perhaps through the second image you can see a reality to which
Christ calls you in your own country. In this way I have tried to
create a word picture that accomplishes what an icon attempts.
That is, an icon conveys the fullness to which Christ calls us. This
is a fullness in which IAPCHE seeks to participate, helping dif-
ferent traditions ofChristians—all ofthem “mere Christians”—
communicate their abilities and insights. In this vision we throw
ropes from one climber to another. Even though our institutions
nurture our own traditions, we support conferences, centers, and
institutes, as places ofmutual edification. IAPCHE remains the
only association of Christian scholars, organized across traditions
and across cultures, dedicated to developing explicitly Christian
insights across all disciplines.

To assist in these connections with very few resources, we pub-
lish newsletters, a website, and electronic updates and proceed-
ings. We also convene conferences in out-of-the-way places, as
you all know by now! Finally, we connect Christians in higher
education with those involved in Christian schooling.

We have initiated two new projects these last three years. One
you have heard about again today—the Nagykoros Center. The
other is the CASC program.The CASC program is our attempt
to stimulate systematic reflection within andacross theological
traditions about the crucial features ofa Christian worldview.
Again the program is not an attempt to inflict a theological per-
spective upon all other confessions. We solicit MA level courses
from all ofour members.

In conclusion,I urge you to place yourself within the second
word picture I provided.In this way, you not only build an insti-
tution of global civil society, but also, Deo Volente, help bring in
the increase in understanding that contributes to shalom.
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Climbing the Mountain, a Reformed Icon

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Secretary
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H I S T O RY

IAPCHE History
Note: This article is the first in a
series about the Association’s history.
IAPCHE International
Conference 2000,held on the
campus ofDordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa,was an important
conference for a number ofrea-
sons—one ofthem being that at
this conference IAPCHE cele-
brated its 25th anniversary. So
this year, 2005,IAPCHE is 30
years old.This is not long com-
pared to the age of other associ-

ations;but it is long enough to explain why I have been asked to
write a series ofarticles dealing with IAPCHE’s history.

Since 2000 the board of IAPCHE has spent much time in plan-
ning—both strategic and long range planning. Such planning is
good and important;but, if this planning is going to be benefi-
cial to the program of the Association, it must be carried out in
the light ofthe past and with a clear sense ofIAPCHE’s mission
and founding principles. Therefore, I am pleased to accept this
request and intend to give it serious consideration. What I write
will be based upon materials available to me in files of the
IAPCHE Secretariat and conference proceedings, as well as per-
sonal recollections and conversations with association members.

It was in 1973 that the Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education in South Africa (PUCHE) decided to consider
calling an international conference ofReformed institutions of
Christian higher education. Prior to the conference Dr. Johan
Christi Coetzee ofPotchefstroom Theological Seminary was sent
on a world tour to meet with institutions and persons involved in
Reformed,Christian higher education—except in countries dom-
inated by a communist dictatorship. Following this and other
preparatory consultations, the conference was called for
September 9-13,1975 at Potchefstroom University.

On September 9,1975,130 delegates and approximately 100 visi-
tors from all of the continents and 19 different countries met to
consider a variety ofissues under the theme, “Reformed Higher
Educational Institutions as Bulwark for the Kingdom ofGod—
Present and Future.” Even though the concept of “bulwark”
may have given the impression that the conference was to be an
exercise in isolation, it was observed that “the speakers from all
parts of the world expressed openness to modern society and
faced head-on the relationship ofthe college and university to
society today.”1

The central theme was divided into four sub-themes:
1.The Christian Institution—the structure and task ofthe

Christian institution for higher education.
2.Christian Learning, Scholarship, and Science—problems

affecting the development ofChristian learning, scholarship,
and science in the modern world.

3.The Christian Scholar—the position ofthe Christian lecturer,
teacher, and student at Christian and secular institutions.

4.Coordination between Christian Institutions—the status of
Reformed,Christian study facilities around the world, the dis-
semination of information on research projects, and the even-
tual co-ordination of and co-operation in research.

This last sub-theme served to introduce the resolutions that were
adopted at the conclusion ofthe conference.2 These resolutions
acknowledged the importance ofthe conference and the need to
continue meeting in the future. They also made clear the respon-
sibility of those involved in Christian higher education to address
a number ofpressing problems in modern society.

The ideology and practice ofapartheid in South Africa,particu-
larly as it involved PUCHE,was one ofthese problems. Even
though the University did not officially attempt to justify or
propagate apartheid at the conference, it became an issue when
the South African Beyers Naudé—a delegate appointed by the
Free University of Amsterdam—was refused admission to the
conference. Naudé was an outspoken opponent ofapartheid
who had been given an honorary doctorate by the Free
University. When he was refused admission,the entire Free
University delegation declined to join the conference—even
though the Free University had provided considerable funding to
make the conference possible.

Rather than ignoring this conflict the conference, in Resolution
10,stated that it “regrets the absence ofa delegation from the
Free University of Amsterdam.” It went on to appeal “to both
universities to establish renewed and permanent contact,” and
observed that an initiative for such contact had been taken.3

This appeal for renewed and ongoing contact was not an isolated
incident.The conference was dominated by and reflected
throughout a spirit ofunity based upon a “common faith.”4 That
faith,as B. J. van der Walt observed,enabled the delegates to lis-
ten,think, talk,sing, pray, differ, relax,and struggle together “for
the coming ofChrist’s Kingdom”5—a spirit present and active in
the Association to this very day.

The 1975 Conference did not decide to establish a formal orga-
nization; but it did resolve, among other things,
w To appoint a Steering Committee  
w To ask Calvin College in the United States to host a second

conference in 1978 
w To request PUCHE to serve as a Clearing House for the col-

lection and dissemination of relevant information 
The Conference ended with the following, not-to-be-forgotten
challenge:This Conference urges Christian scholars/teachers to respond to
every opportunity offered by the Lord to carry their scholarship into institu-
tions of higher education, whether Christian or secular, so that, by manifest-
ing their Christian commitment through their scholarly activities they may
bring the critical and constructive powers of the Christian gospel to bear
upon the whole intellectual sphere in order that all men may fulfill their
God-given calling.6

Throughout IAPCHE’s existence this statement has served to
guide, challenge, and encourage the Association in promoting the
cause ofChristian higher education throughout the world.

1 van der Walt,Dr. B. J., “First International Conference for Christian
Higher Education, Review and Preview,” in Christian Higher Education:
The Contemporary Challenge; Potchefstroom:Institute for the Advancement
of Calvinism,1976,p. 411.
2 “Resolutions,” in Christian Higher Education: The Contemporary Challenge,
pp. 400 – 406.
3 “Resolutions,” p. 406.
4 van der Walt,Dr. B.J., p. 413.
5 van der Walt,Dr. B.J., p. 413.
6 “Resolutions,” p. 406.

John B. Hulst,
Executive Secretary Emeritus



Conference for Hispanic Journalists
The World Journalism Institute is sponsoring a conference this
fall for Hispanic journalists offaith.The Conference will be held
November 4-5,2005,at Biola University in Los Angeles,
California.The conference is intended for working journalists
and students. Journalists will be encouraged to integrate their
Christian faith and journalism practice through lectures, discus-
sions, and fellowship. Featured speakers include Rudy Carrasco
(Harambee Christian Family Center);Berta Delgado (formerly
with Dallas Morning News); Manny Garcia (Miami Herald); Tessie
Guell de Devore (Vida Christiana); and Rafael Olmeda (South
Florida Sun-Sentinel). The keynote speaker will be Ruben
Navarrette, Jr. (San Diego Union-Tribune). To apply, go to
www.worldji.com or call (828) 232-5436.

CHE Conference in Asia
Chung Chi College in Hong Kong will be the site ofan interna-
tional conference on “The Dreams and Visions in Christian
Higher Education in East Asia”on Feb. 9 – 11,2006.
Participants will be offering in-depth assessments ofhow the
Christian vision was introduced by the early missionaries, and
how these visions were later re-shaped into a new form of
Christian higher education by their respective native Christian
educators. Scholars will be asked to give due attention to the
vivid interplay between the global vision (“globalization trend”)
and local concerns (“localization trend”).The conference will be
structured in three parts. In Part I, scholars with expertise in the
field of Asian Studies and Mission Studies will be invited to
review the intellectual history of CHE in their countries and sug-
gest possible models for discussions from their different socio-
political contexts. Part II will be focused on the comparison of
different models ofChristian higher education from the Asian
and global perspectives. Relevant scholars are invited to identify
their Asian experiences found in the various Christian institu-
tions. Part III will be an attempt to draw implications for the
future development ofChristian higher education in Asian coun-
tries.

Contact information: Prof. Peter Tze Ming NG, Director,
Centre for the Study of Religion and Chinese Society, Chung Chi
College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T.,
Hong Kong  Tel.: (852)26096498  Fax.: (852)26036210  e-mail:
csrcs@cuhk.edu.hk

Add Your Voice to the Conversation
A landmark celebratory event in the history of CCCU (The
Council for Christian Colleges and Universities) is being planned
for Spring 2006.In addition to celebrating its 30th anniversary,
the CCCU will be hosting the third International Forum on
Christian Higher Education.

With 1200 expected participants from around the world, the
Forum is the largest gathering ofits kind.It will be held March
30 – April 1,2006 at the Gaylord Texan Resort in Dallas, Texas,
under the theme “Significant Conversations.”

Some ofthe topics to be explored during the 3-day event include
cultural engagement;the changing face ofChristian higher edu-
cation; globalization/internationalization; campus-shaping ideas
and trends across the globe;and the forecast for Christian higher
education. According to Bob Andringa,president ofCCCU,
“Whatever your role is on campus, this is the time to share your
story—but as importantly to listen and learn from others, be

energized,informed and equipped to return to your campus and
help it pursue excellence.” As Andringa will be retiring from the
CCCU presidency next year, it is likely that his successor will also
be announced at the Forum.

Intended for those who are involved with Christian higher educa-
tion in any capacity—including student leaders, campus pastors,
presidents, CFOs, trustees, alumni,etc.—the Forum will provide
“an opportunity to meet with,to dialog with,to pray with,lead-
ers from across the globe.” Such an opportunity for large groups
of Christian higher education leaders to gather together as one
body occurs only once every five years. For more information
and to register, go to www.cccu.org/f orum  

C O N F E R E N C E S
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CALL FOR PAPERS
Fifth Triennial Conference International Society for the

Study of Reformed Communities (ISRCC)
Princeton, New Jersey, USA 

July 9 -12,2006

REFORMED COMMUNITIES IN AN ERA OF
GROWING GL OBALIZA TION AND PL URALISM

Three different trends are shaping the ways in which Reformed com-
munities minister within their different social contexts as well as inter-
relate with each other-namely, the shifting demographics of
Christianity and Reformed communities from the First World to the
Third World, increasing globalization, and,in some contexts, increas-
ing cultural pluralism within the social setting. The 2006 ISSRC
Conference welcomes paper proposals that will address either one (or
more) such trends and the opportunities and challenges they hold for
Reformed communities, or that will address how particular Reformed
communities may have responded to any one ofthese trends.
Proposed papers may be historical or more contemporary analyses of
Reformed communities. They may be primarily analytical or more
empirical.They can be rather "theoretical" or more "practical." 

Deadline for submission ofproposals is December 1,2005.
Notification of acceptance ofproposals will be made by December
31,2005.[* For those who may need to obtain a visa for entry into
the United States, decisions related to acceptance ofone's paper will
be made within seven days of receiving the proposal;please note the
need for an early decision on submission ofproposal.] Selected
papers are to be submitted electronically by June 1,2006.

Send an abstract either by regular mail or as an email attachment to:
Corwin Smidt (smid@calvin.edu ),Director, The Henry Institute,
Calvin College 3201 Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids, MI 49546.The
abstract should be two to three paragraphs in length indicating:(1)
the particular problem(s) or questions which the paper seeks to ana-
lyze, (2) why the particular problem(s) or questions are important to
examine, and (3) how you anticipate trying to address or answer the
problems/questions raised.Finally, be sure to provide your full con-
tact information on the abstract itself. For information about ISSRC,
previous conferences, participants, and papers from the Edinburgh
conference see:www.calvin.edu/henry/ISSRC/index.htm 

Plan Now to Attend
IAPCHE INTERN ATION AL CONFERENCE

Hosted by UPOLI-Polytechnic University

NoNo vvember 14-19,ember 14-19,20062006
Convent of San Francisco

Granada, Nicaragua

For more information, visit www.iapche.org.



Contact • September 2005 5

E D U C A T I O N  C O N S U L TA T I O N

Fifth Annual Consultation
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA--The “Education Consultation,”
sponsored jointly by IAPCHE and the Center for Educational
Services (CES),was held April 16,2005.The goal of these annu-
al consultation sessions has been to discover, support, and coor-
dinate ways in which Christian higher education can assist
Christian elementary and secondary schooling, and how other
agencies, particularly international educational agencies, can be
involved and participate in this effort.

This year, the following 23 agencies/institutions were represented
by a delegate:Susan Hasseler, Calvin College;John Van Dyk,
CES;Dirk Vander Steen,Christian Reformed World Missions;
Jim De Korne, Christian Schools International (CSI);James
Vanden Bosch, Eastern European Ministries Council;Lee
Hollaar, Educational Leadership Consultations;Anne Maatman
and George Monsma,IAPCHE;Jack Fennema,independent con-
sultant;Harry Fernhout,Institute for Christian Studies (ICS);
Richard Edlin,National Institute for Christian Education
(Australia);Johanna Kuyvenhoven,Redeemer University College;
Liz Rudenga,Trinity Christian College;Gloria Stronks,
Worldwide Christian Schools. Ten other organizations were
unable to send a representative, but submitted written reports.

Van Dyk convened the meeting, and observed that the growing
interest in this annual Consultation reflects (1) the reality ofrapid
growth of the Christian school movement around the world; (2)
a desire of various agencies to encourage and support this
growth;and (3) a continuing desire to explore collaboration and
coordination of efforts.

Reports from all the participants were sum-
marized by Maatman and were discussed.
These reports focused on how each institu-
tion or agency is involved in promoting
Christian schooling or in supporting Christian
educators worldwide. Some ofthe highlights
from these reports included:
l The Christian Reformed Church of

North America (CRCNA) reported the
components ofthe CRC Ministries Plan
that focused on (a) its support for
Christian elementary, secondary, and higher
education, (b) collaboration strategy to
include Christian day schools into the
CRCNA mission program,(c) the objective
of CRC agencies to nurture children and
youth,and (d) the various ways in which
the CRCNA plans to implement its com-
mitments. (See box at right.)

l CES has conducted sessions at education-
al conferences in Hungary, Philippines,
Brazil,India,and Moscow. It is also sup-
porting projects in Central America,Peru
and India.

l CSI continues to foster local sustainability,
indigenous leadership, and transformational
vision for the curriculum in Christian
schooling, including urban and Native
American schools.

l IAPCHE has launched the Christian
Academic Studies Certificate.

l The ICS continues to work with the

Ontario Association of Christian Schools to provide programs
leading to the Christian school certificate and the certificate in
school administration.

l Edlin reports some concern about the decline in commitment
to Christian schools in Australia.He reminds us ofthe need to
address the issue ofcontextualization when exporting teacher
education programs overseas, and recommends a
Reformational bent on “critical realism”as a foundational
approach to Christian schooling. NICE serves 400 students by
way of distance education.

l Redeemer University College is discussing the possibility of
offering religious education for Catholic schools. Redeemer is
committed to fostering student-teacher relationships with over-
seas institutions.

l Worldwide Christian Schools has recently appointed Stronks
as Director ofContinuing Education. She reviews the basic
program for teacher education overseas, consisting ofteam
leaders for the various regions and including a 3-year plan for
implementation designed to achieve self-sufficiency.

The 2004 Education Consultation came to several resolutions
which were discussed more thoroughly at this 2005 meeting.
Those resolutions included:(1) construct a website/web ring;(2)
identify individuals, institutions, and organizations currently
engaged in teacher education programs, and promote networking
and consultation among them;and (3) broaden the Consultation’s
scope beyond international concerns to include schooling in
urban centers and among Native Americans.

Maatman reported that a web ring has now been implemented
(go to www.iapche.org for more information).The group sug-

gested that the web ring be clearly identified
as focused on K-12 education and include
the websites ofChristian college education
departments.

Van Dyk discussed the issue ofnetworking.
He expressed concern about the continuing
tendency towards individualism,turf protec-
tion, and “the left hand not knowing what
the right hand is doing.” He outlined his
vision ofa global network of all Christian
teacher educational activity. A lively discus-
sion followed about various ways to encour-
age networking among Christian educators.
The participants came up with the following
list of resolutions at the end ofthe day:
l IAPCHE will create a List Serve of
Consultation participants. This allows us to
engage in e-mail discussion.
l After six months or so, several of the
Consultation participants will be commis-
sioned to prepare specific proposals outlining
the future of these IAPCHE/CES
Consultations and ways of implementing
networking strategies.
l We will meet at least one more time in
Grand Rapids next year to consider the com-
missioned proposals and decide on future
action.
l IAPCHE will explore ways of sharing
information regarding the Consultation plan-
ning with those outside its current network.

In its annual Synod meeting in June, the
Christian Reformed Church of North
America (CRCNA) reaffirmed its commitment
to Christian day school education. In declaring
that churches need to support both Christian
education and evangelism,synod suggested that
schools have a role of evangelism by accepting
children from non-Christian families.

The CRC has historically supported Christian
day schools, but support for those schools has
been waning in many Christian Reformed com-
munities. Synod called on church councils to
diligently encourage establishing and maintain-
ing schools that teach the Reformed vision of
Christ’s lordship. It also said councils should
urge parents to make sure their children are
educated in harmony with that vision.

In addition to supporting Christian schools,
synod urged churches to do a better job of
explaining the Reformed view of life. Rev.
Hendrik Bruinsma ofClassis Toronto said it is
dangerous for churches to promote Christian
education without explaining the Reformed
vision that leads to it.“It’ s always important to
get back to the vision.”

Delegates also recommended help for churches
to promote Christian education in communities
where there are no Christian day schools and
there is little chance ofstarting one.

CRCNA Reaffirms Commitment
to Christian Education



I N T R O D U C T I O N S

Daystar University
NAIROBI, KENYA—The two-fold mission ofDaystar
University in East Africa is to “develop servant leaders for the
expansion ofGod’s Kingdom in Africa” and “to provide broad
biblically based education programs that will develop men and
women to serve in a variety ofsupportive and leadership roles in

the African church and society….”

Daystar originated in Zimbabwe in
1964,founded jointly by an African,

Mr. S.E.M.Pheko, and two Americans, Dr. Donald and Mrs. Faye
K. Smith.Initially, Daystar was set up as a publishing ministry,
but in 1974 Daystar Communications acquired a 1.54 acre plot of
land in downtown Nairobi and established a small campus. As the
ministry expanded,Daystar acquired 300 acres at Athi River, 40
km.east ofNairobi.Full time training programs began in 1971,
and in 1976,Daystar began a two-year post-high school diploma
program in Christian communications. In 1978,it also began
offering an M.A.in communications, and in April of 1984,it
launched its four-year B.A. degree program in collaboration with
Messiah College in Grantham,Pennsylvania,USA.That was also
the year that Daystar Communications changed its name to
Daystar University College. In 1994 the government ofKenya
awarded Daystar a charter to grant its own, internationally recog-
nized degrees. Daystar still maintains close ties with Messiah and
Wheaton Colleges who played a major role in establishing and
maintaining its high academic standards.

Daystar has an enrollment 1900+ students, and offers courses in
accounting, Biblical studies, business and management,Christian
ministries, communication, community development,education,
English,and music. It offers both B.A. and M.A.programs, as
well as a variety ofpractical extension and short courses to assist
those already involved in Christian ministries.

Daystar is non-denominational and the largest Christian liberal
arts college in Africa.The university exists to provide low cost,
high quality education for students from across Africa.Daystar’s
faculty sees its primary task as training leaders of integrity and
equipping them with the tools necessary to face the serious chal-
lenges ofa developing continent.At Daystar, five African stu-
dents can be educated for the cost ofsending one student over-
seas. By educating committed leaders in an African context to
address the needs and issues ofthe continent,Daystar is an
important solution to Africa’s “brain drain,” reversing the loss of
its talented young people. Many of its graduates are now serving
as members of parliament,business leaders, educators, communi-
cations specialists and leaders of Christian relief and develop-
ment organizations in more than 40 African nations. Daystar
graduates are influencing every area ofAfrican society with lead-
ership rooted in Christian values.

Dr. Godfrey Nguru is vice chancellor ofDaystar; his wife, Dr.
Faith Nguru, one of IAPCHE’s Board Members, serves as
Coordinator of Research Publications and Consultancy at the
university.

Southland College
ROUND CORNER,NSW, AUSTRALIA—Southland College
takes its name from the prophetic naming ofthe area that
encompasses Australia and all the land to the Antarctic—“the
Great South Land ofthe Holy Spirit.” In 1606,the explorer
Pedro Fernandez de Quiros declared jubilantly: “Let the heavens,
the earth, the waters with all their creatures and all those here
present witness that I, Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros…in
the name ofJesus Christ…hoist this emblem of the Holy Cross
on which His person was crucified and whereon He gave His life
for the ransom and remedy of all the human race…on this Day
of Pentecost,14 May 1606…I take possession ofall this part of
the South as far as the pole in the name ofJesus…Which from
now on shall be called the Southern land ofthe Holy
Ghost…and this always and forever…and to the end that all

natives, in all the said lands, the
holy and sacred evangel may be
preached zealously and openly.”

Southland College provides teacher education courses at under-
graduate and postgraduate levels that are based on a Biblical per-
spective. Its aim is to train teachers to apply a Biblical worldview
to all of education, and to produce graduates for whom teaching
is both a professional commitment and a Christian ministry.
Southland also promotes Christian education through research,
scholarship, and wide participation in the field of education.

The normal mode ofstudy with Southland College is by distance
education. Lecture notes and texts are often supported by email-
ing, web-based forums, video and audio tapes. Students are
encouraged to form study groups within their area to gain the
benefit of mutual encouragement and interactive learning. At
campuses where ten or more students can gather, learning materi-
als may be supplemented with a visiting tutor/lecturer.

Courses are available at the bachelor and master levels. The
degrees are awarded by the College of Christian Higher
Education of which Southland College is a member institution.
The degrees are accredited by the NSW Department of
Education and Training and are nationally recognized.Students
usually complete the Master’s degree in just under three years, or
the Bachelor’s degree in about 18 months. Students have access
to the Southland College Library in Dural,NSW, Australia;books
can be borrowed on a four-week turn around basis (allowing a
week for postage both ways).
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WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS!
We have no valid email address on file for the
following IAPCHE members. Since e-mail is
the primary way for our members to remain in
contact,please send your address to
iapche@dordt.edu.

Mr. Kofi  Anane-Fenin,Ghana
Ms. Jane A. Awiti, Kenya
Dr. James E.Balraj,India
Mr. Andrew H. Carver, United Kingdom
Rev. D.G.M. Chitekwe, Malawi
Prof. Dr. Janos Csohany, Hungary
Dr. Kebede Daka,Kenya

Rev. Mq. Gonzalo Derney Ramos, Colombia
Rev. Lin Dmitzy, Russia
Prof. Theo G. Donner, Colombia
David J. Evans, USA
Dr. Anthony Garrood,United Kingdom
Mrs. Lilia Solano Gongora,Colombia
Dr. Olof A. Henning, South Africa
Dr. Ho Chan Hwang, South Korea
Dong Kwan Jeong, USA
Mr. Joseph Muveu Kamuya,Kenya
Rev. Samson E.Khama,Cameroon
Dr. Takeshiro Kodera,Japan
Dr. Prathip Martin Komolmas, Thailand
Prof. Dr. Dirk Th. Kuiper, The Netherlands

Mr. H. H. Magara,South Africa
Mr. M.N. Mamafha,South Africa
Rev. Dr. H. M.S. Masebeni,South Africa
Mr. E. Mashau,South Africa
Mr. O. M. Mathew, India
Drs. J.M. Mudde, The Netherlands
M. M. Mulaudzi,South Africa
Dr. Mrs. Pauline Caroline Sathia Murthy, India
Rev. Daniel Mutati, Zambia
Mr. Oscar Navarro, Peru
Ms. Beth Njogah,Kenya
Ms. Jemima Oluoch, Kenya
Mrs. May Ondeng, Kenya
Ms. Gladys Otinga Ondgra,Kenya

Dr. S. Arulraj Ponnudurai,India
Prof. V. Baskar Rajapaul,India
Mr. Richard H. Ravele, South Africa
Prof. Foston Dziko Sakala,Zambia
Rev. Dr. Edésio Sanchez, Costa Rica
Mr. H. A. Schaaij,The Netherlands
Mr. Phillemon M.Sengani,South Africa
Mr. R.Raja Thambidurai,India
J. Mandharan Thomas, India
Rev. Istvan Thuroczy, Hungary
Mr. T. N. Tshikambe, South Africa
Mr. N. N. Tshishonge, South Africa
Ms. Pam Wells, USA
A M Willcox, Ethiopia
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Dr. Bridget Mary Aitchison is Principal ofSouthland College.
Dr. Ted Boyce serves as its President.According to Aitchison,
“Courses at Southland are designed to help teachers to think
Christianly about every aspect ofyour vocation. Our courses
challenge you,not only as teachers, but as Christian teachers to
think through the implication of God’s Word on all that you do.”

Facultad Teologica Sul Americana 
LONDRINA, BRAZIL—My relation with this theological facul-
ty began at the Latin American regional meeting ofAIPESC
(IAPCHE) in June 2004.I had been invited to this meeting in
São Paulo in order to present a paper on the possibilities ofped-
agogy in situations of inequality. I emphasized the situation of
inequality in Brazil,classical statements ofthe Scriptures and of
the Declaration of Human Rights as adopted by the United
Nations, and a definition of the role of the Christian educator in
this reality with emphasis on the cultural mandate.

At the meeting I met key educators from all over the world, but
also from my own country. Especially noteworthy was Rubens
Muzio who had recently edited the book Revolución Silenciosa
(Silent Revolution),which analyzed the church´s social presence and
role in education especially in Londrina.Also at the AIPESC
Conference I met Professor Marcio Redondo ofthe FTSA and
exchanged thoughts and ideas about Christian education with
him. Imagine my surprise when,shortly after the Conference, I
was invited to lecture, was interviewed by faculty members and
staff, and later received the invitation to teach at this institution.

There were several reasons for my change from teaching at the
historic MacKenzie University (Presbyterian) to coming to the
FTSA.They serve as an introduction to this relatively young
institution,whose history, philosophy and praxis-oriented acade-
mic atmosphere greatly attracted me.

A history of miracles
This “Facultad”had its beginning with graduates and students of
Fuller Theological Seminary in California,USA.Carlos Barro,
who received his Ph.D. there and who received the best alumnus
award recently, serves as the president.The school was founded
not as an ecclesiastical institution,but rather as an interdenomi-
national seminary focussing on the needs ofthe Brazilian and
Latin American churches. Its vision ofan integral mission,a
committed spirituality, a solid biblical base, and a practical disci-
pleship constitutes the heart of its focus.

FTSA began in 1993,in temporary installations, but transferred
to ample modern facilities just a year later. This was made possi-
ble by generous donations from alumni and the USA.It was
founded as a seminary (“seminário”),but the degree offered by
this type ofinstitution in Brazil is used more on the technical
and professional level and is not viewed so much as an academic
title. Inspired by FTSA’s mission to prepare “lives to serve in the
Kingdom” on a higher academic level, it sought official recogni-
tion. Its academic standards were accepted by the federal depart-
ment of education and were approved in 2002 for the awarding
of the corresponding academic degree. Now we are officially rec-
ognized by the Brazilian government.For many Christian schools
in Brazil,that is a delicate situation, since there is the fear ofthe
centralization and control involved in state requirements for aca-
demic excellence.

The FTSA has already graduated 360 students on different levels.
In his book,Una Década de Milagros (A Decade of Miracles),

Professor Wander de Lara Proenca describes the unusual growth
in numbers and the significance ofthe “Facultad ” on its tenth
anniversary. The growth continues with the opening this year of
distance learning courses (http://teologiaonline.com.br) which
have twenty-eight students registered and more than six hundred
pre-registered.Now we are beginning the second group of more
or less thirty students in the extension program.Its objective is
to provide academic preparation for Brazilian missionaries, lay
leaders in the churches, and those not able to dedicate full time
to their studies.

Philosophy and methodology
Another reason why I chose to teach at the FTSA has to do with
its theological-philosophical approach to education. Basic to real
learning is to approach the subjects from the present reality and
the challenging problems that we as professors and students face.
We bring to this analysis our Christian and biblical presupposi-
tions. From this encounter we can proceed to theorize and to
reflect in a Christian way in order to define the way to a trans-
forming praxis. This methodology, also called “experiential learn-
ing,” is reflected in the curriculum,which is logically structured
in a way that Paul Ricoeur calls a “hermeneutical circle.” The cur-
riculum is divided into four areas, arranged in this circular form:
analysis ofpresent reality, biblical studies, theology, and practical
theology. This circular structure, which is at the heart of our
vision statement and our mission,becomes the basis ofour sys-
tem of evaluation. We seek these in an integral,coherent,and
harmonious way.

Practice oriented
We believe that this experiential philosophy of education follows
closely that of the prophets, the apostles, and ofChrist himself.
There is a risk ofbeing disoriented unless there is reflection in
the classroom,involving dialogue and interdisciplinary participa-
tion. For me it was a pleasant surprise to discover such a dynamic
in a theological faculty. Too often there is a theorization and sys-
tematization of theological concepts not related to practical disci-
pleship. Such a rationalistic vision results from a philosophy, a
vision,a mission,and a pedagogical project which do not reflect
even halfof reality.

Coherence comes when we recognize that we are fallen persons,
yet created and redeemed in Christ.Every person,whether pro-
fessor, administrator, student,employee, or constituent member,
needs to be seen as an integral being. In this way the reality that
envelops these persons can be seen in its context. Such an
approach not only takes the contextual reality and the signifi-
cance ofpersons seriously, but considers their capacity for trans-
formation. God uses human agents for change, but it is the
working of the Holy Spirit that is primary. This vision becomes
contagious in the classroom as well as in the weekly worship ser-
vices. Can you imagine the presence ofmany cultures and liturgi-
cal diversities united in glorifying God? Likewise curricular and
extra-curricular activities, fellowship and working on environ-
mental problems, dining together and socializing—they all reflect
this climate of mutuality and acceptance.

In conclusion,I would like to emphasize what everyone sees and
experiences as soon as he/she gets in touch with this institution:
the sovereignty and abundance ofthe grace ofGod in the path-
way of the FTSA to the glory of the Kingdom.I give thanks for
the privilege that God has given me in my life to become a part
of this institution and its vision and service.

—Gabriele Gregersen (translated by Sid Rooy) 
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for the venue and other arrangements. This committee was head-
ed by Pr. Mike Mutua ofAIC Ngong Road and Pr. Simon Adera
Ng’uono ofAIC Plainsview. By the beginning of2005,our orga-
nizational committee had taken good shape. With the backing of
ISAR and NEGST we were able to move first.Remember this
was the first conference to be organized by CPCHEA.The Centre
was new to people and people were new to us. By this time
IAPCHE had already assisted us with some funds to plan the con-
ference. Before this, most of us had sacrificed to keep the ball
rolling from our own meagre resources.

Our original plan ofhosting two conferences in Africa was
merged into one, so that the 2005 Nairobi conference became a
very big conference indeed.

Conference Participants 
The conference was attended by at least 80 people from 14 differ-
ent countries. Kenya was represented by delegates from over five
provinces. The other countries represented included Rwanda,
DRC, Uganda,Tanzania,Sudan,Liberia,Malawi, South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Nigeria,Zambia,USA,and Australia.

Theme of the Conference 
The theme ofthe conference was
Making a Difference in Today’s Africa:
Penetrating every corner of the society with
the liberating light of the Gospel.

The beginning of the conference 
The conference began with the cele-
bration of IAPCHE’s 30 year anniver-
sary in Africa and praising God for the
five years of God’s leading in
CPCHEA.See pictures in the last issue
of Contacton page 4.

The Speakers and their topics 
Guest Speaker 
Prof. Stephen V. Monsma,a Research Fellow at the Henry
Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics at Calvin
College, was the Guest Speaker. Monsma presented two papers:
“The Role of the State in Society”and “The PoliticalCalling of
the Christian Community.” 

Keynote speaker 
Prof. Stuart Fowler (Lecturer/Consultant,Scott Theological
College, Kenya;and Senior Lecturer, National Institute for
Christian Education with responsibility for liaison with African
Institutions) spoke on:“Africa’s Future:Renaissance or
Reformation: Completing Africa’s Liberation and Fulfilling our
Political Calling in the African Context.”

Other Speakers 
l Thinandavha Derrick Mashau (Head,Department of

Missiology, Faculty ofTheology, North-West University
[Potchefstroom Campus] South Africa) spoke on:The Mission of
the Church in Today’s Africa. 

l Prof. Faith Nguru (Dean ofArts, Daystar University, Kenya;
and Africa Regional Council member, IAPCHE) spoke on:
Organizational Transformation.

l Samson Balanganani Makhado (Director, Association for
Christian Schools International,South Africa) spoke on The
Christian Community Making a Difference in Christian Education.

l Isaac Njaramba Mutua (Director, Community Penetration
Christian Ministry, Kenya;Academic Dean,Bishop Birech
College;Visiting Lecturer, Baringo Bible College) spoke on:
What is that in your hand? Realizing Africa’s Potential.This paper is
the Academic Insert in this issue ofContact.

l James Ndyabahika (Lecturer, Africa University, Zimbabwe)
spoke on:Christian Education In The Age of Globalisation in the
Great Lakes Region Eastern Africa.

l Dr. Titus M.Kivunzi (Head,Pastoral Studies, Nairobi
Graduate School of Theology) gave the opening speech on
Making the difference by being different.

l Vundi Nason (Lecturer, Scott Theological College) gave a clos-
ing message on Overview and Challenge of the way forward in making
the difference.

Acknowledgements and Thanks 
The success ofthis conference was due to the following and we
wish to extend appreciation to:
l God – we know nothing could go on without him 
l CPCHEA Interim Board—without which this conference

would not have been envisioned 
l CPCHEA Kenyan Committee—who began the process ofthe

conference purely on faith 
l CPCHEA Conference committees in Kitale and Western

Kenya,Nakuru, Nairobi.
l Amani Educational Services—for designing, printing and dis-

tributing the posters, handbills, programs, brochures and all
other materials at no cost 

l IAPCHE Members and Secretariat—for moral and financial
support. Special appreciation goes to Mrs. Anne Maatman and
Dr. Nick Lantinga.

l Pastor Mike Mutua and Pastor Simon Adera—many people
may not realize that the death of Prof. Jasper Mumo put
CPCHEA in total disarray as he had been very instrumental in
coordinating the initial planning committee in Nairobi.His
death almost meant the death of this conference, but Pr. Mike
and Pr. Simon assisted to jumpstart the planning.

l NEGST Family—for their crucial assistance in terms of advice
and for not scoffing at our failures but moving fast to fill the
potholes.

l ISAR Family—for hosting us, and for being willing to video
the occasion for our future reference 

l Our Guest Speakers—for participating in this conference. We
were challenged and indeed moved by your generosity in
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Blazing a Trail of Hope for Africa and the World
continued from page 1

More than 80 delegates from 14 countries gathered in Nairobi, Kenya.
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financing your own participation and some ofyou even your
own accommodations.

l Our Registrar Lucy Kiamu and the Transport Persons—for
prompt actions 

l ACTEA—for publicizing our conference 
l Daystar, Community Penetration Christian Ministry (CPCM)

and Focus members—who assisted in planning and publicizing
our conference.

l All the delegates—for being patient with us and for promoting
the conference.

l Those who assisted by transporting guests or participated in
some other way

The various speakers, discussions and workshops developed a
coherent and exciting vision ofthe Christian community in Africa
not only penetrating every corner of African society with the liber-
ating light ofthe Gospel but also showing the world a more
authentic pathway to development.The serious problems that we
face, not only in Africa but in the rest of the world, were not
ignored.Central was the vision ofblazing a trail of hope by God's
people acting together in the faith that works by love.

Scholarship Fund for Female Kenyan 
UPLAND, IN, USA—A scholarship fund has been established by
Humphrey and Mary Muchiri in honor ofMary’s mother,
Josephine Wambui Kimori.The fund will help send one Kenyan
girl to university—either Daystar University in Kenya,or another
university more suited to the girl’s academic interests.

Josephine Wambui Kimori,who died in 2004 at age 87,was a great
inspiration to her daughter Mary. Josephine was able to read—
something she herself considered “a miracle”; the main book she
read was the Bible, which she valued more than anything else. For
Josephine, it was no cliché that “when one woman is educated,the
whole village is educated.” Many Kenyan villagers can testify to her
mentoring influence on her neighbors.

As Josephine’s eldest daughter, and the only one ofthe four chil-
dren to receive a university education, Mary considers herself great-
ly privileged.In gratitude, she and her husband have established
this scholarship to pass along the gift ofChristian higher educa-
tion. Dr. Muchiri’s book Saved Through Fire: A Family Experiences
Kenya’s War of Independencewas also dedicated to Josephine. See
http://f aculty.taylor.edu/mrmuchiri for more fund information.

World View in Education Seminars
ELTHAM, VIC, AUSTRALIA—Stuart and Joy Fowler (Amani
Educational Services) conducted a three-day seminar for students
and staff of Mount Meru University, a small Christian university in
Tanzania,in March 2005 on “World Views in Education.”

The same topic was discussed in April in South Africa,where the
Fowlers led a residential school for teachers under the auspices of
the Association of Christian Schools International.Jointly spon-
sored with the National Institute for Christian Education, the semi-
nar was designed not only to equip Christian teachers to be more
effective, but also to introduce them to the Master ofEducation
program which, the Fowlers hope, will be offered in South Africa
when a new organizational structure is established to replace the
now defunct Heidelberg Institute for Christian Higher Education.

The updated Amani website (http://amani.org.au) now includes an
AFRICAN NEWS feature that provides reliable news about some

of the many positive achievements happening in Africa. “We have
done this,” says Fowler, “to offset the tendency of the international
media to focus primarily on bad news when reporting on Africa.”

Foundations & Ethics Linked to
Mathematics Research
POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—The North-West
University (Potchefstroom campus) has instituted a subprogramme
entitled “Foundations and Ethics”as part of its research program
in the fields ofBusiness Mathematics and Informatics. Johan de
Klerk is director of the new program.The primary focus ofthe
program is on research in the fields ofApplied Mathematics,
Business Mathematics, Computer Science, Informatics, Mathe-mat-
ics and Statistics. Secondly, it will also deal with the practical side of
applying this research to those subjects.

IN MEMORIAM
Prof. N. T. (Theo) Van der Merwe 

03/11/1932 – 14/09/2004

by Bennie Van der Walt
Like the life of every human being, that of the late Prof. Theo
van der Merwe was multifaceted—different tributes in South
African periodicals have already drawn attention to this fact.
Personally, I have written about Theo as a genuine Christian,radi-
ating, in spite ofhis weak constitution (2 Cor. 4:2 – 10) the fruit
of the Spirit (Gal.5:22).In this way he was an inspiration and
example (1 Cor. 11:1),also outside the academic sphere.

Inspired by the Christian philosophers H.G. Soker and J. A. L.
Taljaard at the Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher
Education, Theo continued his doctoral studies at the Free
University Amsterdam in the Netherlands, working especially with
one of the Dutch founders of the Reformational Philosophy, viz.
Prof. D. H. Th. Vollenhoven.As his assistant he played an impor-
tant role in “mapping” (in his Schematische Kaarten) the history of
Western philosophy according to Vollenhoven’s consistent prob-
lem-historic method ofphilosophic historiography.

Theo was a real “Potchefstromer”:he was not only born in this
educational center in the (now) North-West Province, but he
spent more or less his whole life next to the Mooi River. Already
in 1956 he served as part-time lecturer at the PUCHE until his
retirement in 1992.

He lectured and published in different sub-disciplines of
Christian philosophy. Perhaps because he was a perfectionist,he
did not publish much. But the articles that did appear from his
pen are still examples ofhow to practice Christian scholarship at
its best.His main influence was on the life and thought ofhis
students. He expected from them the highest standards, but he
gave even more of himself. Therefore they loved their mentor—
especially his master’s and doctoral students eventually became his
personal friends.

Prof. Van der Merwe was a very talented but at the same time a
very humble man.In spite ofhis humility he would never
exchange his Christian principles for the sake of popularity. He
was a staunch proponent ofthe ideal ofa Christian approach to
scholarship and therefore supported with enthusiasm the work of
the Institute for Reformational Studies as well as IAPCHE.We
will all miss him.



Theme Issue: Christian Muslim Dialogue
Christian Scholar’s Reviewhas just published its theme issue on
Christian-Muslim dialogue. The issue, dated XXXIV, No. 4
(Summer 2005),includes the following articles and review essays
(as well as 12 book reviews):
Ida Glaser and Gregory M. Anderson - Building Respect, Seeking

Truth: Towards a Model for Muslim- Christian Studies 
Yohanna Katanacho - Christ is the Owner of Haaretz 
David H. Vila - Arab Christians and Islam: Conflicts and Contributions 
Henry Luttikhuiz en - The Place of the Sacred: Islamic and Christian

Visual Cultures in Medieval Spain 
Michael Lodahl - Disputing over Abraham Disputing with God: An

Exercise in Intertextual Reasoning
David W. Landrum - Teaching Islamic Novels in a Christian College 
David Holt - Notes on Acts 10 from the Middle East Studies Program 
Barbara J. Hampton - Speaking the Truth in Love— A Review

Essay on Muslim– Christian Dialogue 
Douglas G. Campbell - Response to Daniel A. Siedell’s “Art and the

Practice of Evangelical Faith—A Review Essay”

Those interested in obtaining a copy of this timely issue should
contact Todd Steen (steen@hope.edu).The cost is $8.00 (US) (or
$16.00 for international shipping).Please note that IAPCHE
has a formal agreement with Christian Scholar’s Review which
allows a substantial discounted subscription rate to
IAPCHE members. While the regular subscription cost is
$24US ($36US for Canadian and foreign subscribers),
IAPCHE members can subscribe for $15US annually ($27
for international subscribers).

Technology Lectures
GRANTHAM, PA, USA—Egbert Schuurman (University of
Delft and Eindhoven,the Netherlands) was guest lecturer at the
annual meeting ofthe American Scientific Affiliation, held at
Messiah College in early August.Schuurman spoke on “The
Struggle in the Ethics ofTechnology.” The theme ofthe meeting
was “Alternative Energy Resources, Conservation, and the
Environment.”
SAO PAULO, BRAZIL—In August Schuurman offered guest
lectures at the Presbyterian University. He spoke on the topics
“Ethics of Technology,” “An Overview of Philosophical
Reflections on the Technological Society,” and “Ethical Problems
of Genetic Engineering.”

Institute to Study World Christianity 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, USA—Calvin College provost Joel
Carpenterhas recently announced his intention to step down
from those duties, effective at the conclusion ofthe 2005-2006
academic year. Carpenter is just finishing the fourth year ofhis
second five-year term. He decided to make the announcement
now to give Calvin plenty oftime to conduct a thorough national
and international search for his successor.

Carpenter will remain at Calvin College, but in a new role. He has
been appointed to head up the new Calvin Institute for the Study
of World Christianity which will be launched in 2006.Carpenter,
co-editor ofthe recent book The Changing Face of Christianity, says
heading up the new institute will make for an appropriate transi-
tion from his work as provost.

“Christianity has experienced a seismic shift in its place among
the people and religions ofthe world,” he says, “and this historic
shift in the geographic and cultural location of Christianity has

enormous implications for the churches ofNorth America,and
by implication, for their institutions ofhigher education, which
have a charge to bring the gospel to bear on contemporary
thought and culture. I think we’ve done a good job of that at
Calvin.In fact,one of the highlights ofmy tenure as provost has
been Calvin’s refocusing in a southern and easterly direction.
We’ve doubled the number ofoff-campus programs available to
students, including locations such as Ghana and Beijing. We’ve
added programs in Asian Studies and African and African
Diaspora Studies. So this new institute is very exciting for me.”

New CCCU V-P for Student Programs
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—Ken Bussemahas been appointed
vice president ofstudent programs for the Council for Christian
Colleges & Universities (CCCU).Bussema holds an  MA in guid-
ance and counseling and a PhD in counseling psychology, both
from Northern Arizona University. Prior to joining the CCCU
staff, Bussema served Dordt College (USA) as director ofoff-
campus and cross-cultural programs. Previously, he was a profes-
sor of psychology at Dordt for 25 years.

In his new position,Bussema will be responsible for operational
oversight and curriculum development for the ten CCCU-owned
and two partner programs. In addition,he will manage a staff of
nine program directors, two study-abroad advisors, a marketing
manager, a programs manager for the partner programs and a
student programs representative to campuses. He will also serve
as the chief enrollment officer for admission into CCCU student
programs and will serve within the CCCU Leadership Group.

"My primary goal," says Bussema,"is to provide leadership and
support to the entire student programs team so they can continue
to provide meaningful and life shaping learning opportunities for
as many students as we can serve, and to respond creatively and
enthusiastically to God's leading and command to go out into all
of the world, claiming his Lordship and rule." 

New Executive Director Appointed
EDMONTON, AB, USA—Christian Studies International (CSI),
a Canadian non-profit organization that sponsors Christian pro-
fessors to teach at secular universities overseas, has recently
appointed Henk Van Andel as its new Executive Director. Dr.
Van Andel takes over from Dr. Robert Vandervennen,who held
the post for the past eight years.

Van Andel,who recently retired from his position as president of
The King’s University College in Edmonton,will administer the
program of CSI.This will include recruiting and supporting
Canadian professors overseas, assisting in raising funds for their
support, and raising awareness ofCSI ’s program in the Christian
community.

“Christian Studies International is very pleased to make this
appointment”,said Fred Reinders, Chair of the Board of CSI.
“Dr . Van Andel brings a wealth ofexperience in Christian higher
education to the position,and the CSI Board looks forward to
working with him to expand the organization’s programs and
increase its overseas academic staff.”

By strategically placing Christian professors in developing coun-
tries or countries where the gospel has been suppressed in recent
years, CSI aims to expose students in these countries to a
Christian worldview, equipping them to develop into Christian
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leaders for all aspects ofsociety. CSI is the Canadian affiliate of
the International Institute for Christian Studies (IICS) in the US.
Together CSI and IICS sponsor over 40 professors overseas,
including four Canadians.

Seeking Feedback: Christian Parenting
SPOKANE,WA, USA—Julia Stronks (Whitworth College,
Political Science) and Gloria Stronks (Calvin College, emerita)
are working on a book called “Raising Children in the Fabric of
Faithfulness.” According to Julia,“We are collecting ideas about
raising children (from early childhood to age 17) from Christian
parents and adult children all over the world and would appreci-
ate having your feedback on two issues.
1.Do you have names (and email addresses) ofpeople who fit

one of these two categories? We will be sending surveys to any
people that you recommend to us.
a.They are people who live lives that integrate their faith with

the way they work in the world, committed to Christ’s com-
mand to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul
and mind,and love your neighbor as yourself” and/or

b. They have raised children who are examples ofthis kind of
commitment.

2.Will you also share with us your own ideas about raising chil-
dren with that commitment? We would love to know things
that you did with your children or that your parents did with
you to shape these sorts of commitments.

When we say ‘lives ofcommitment’we do not necessarily mean
that they are in full-time ministry of any kind.We mean simply
that their lives reflect a serious attempt to work for justice and
compassion for others. We are not interested in perfect parents—
just in interesting ideas that sometimes work.” Please respond to
Gloria Stronks (stro@calvin.edu) 

CCCU President to Retire
WASHINGTON, DC, USA—Robert C. Andringa,, president
of the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU) for
the last 12 years, will be retiring in June 2006.It is hoped that his
successor will be introduced at the CCCU's International Forum
on Christian Higher Education scheduled for the end ofMarch,
2006 in Dallas, Texas where the Council will celebrate its 30th
anniversary.

Since Andringa came to the Council,the number ofinstitutions
in the CCCU has doubled,from 88 to the current 176 with the
addition of affiliate membership. The Council's service to its
membership has expanded significantly with over 90 distinct pro-
grams and projects;supported by a budget that has grown from
$3.8 to $10.5 million,the domestic and international staff has
grown from 30 to 65.Under Dr. Andringa's leadership the name
Council for Christian Colleges & Universities was adopted and
the United Christian College Fund was established.

Andringa has also elevated the significance ofthe CCCU presi-
dency through his involvement with the Washington Higher
Education Secretariat (WHES),his role as chair of the National
Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity, elec-
tion to the board of the American Council on Education (ACE),
and  past board service on the National Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities. As a former education
committee staff director in the U.S. House ofRepresentatives
and CEO ofthe Education Commission ofthe States, Andringa
has been active in public policy and social justice while at CCCU.

Fulbright Facilitates Scholar Exchanges 
WASHINGTON, DC USA—Academic institutions outside the
U.S. should be aware of the Fulbright Senior Specialists Program,
which offers short-term (2-6 weeks) Fulbright grant opportuni-
ties for leading U.S. scholars and professionals. The program is
administered by the Council for International Exchange of
Scholars (CIES).

Non-U.S. post-secondary academic institutions are asked to sub-
mit Senior Specialist project requests through the appropriate
Fulbright agency in their country. The program is active in all
world regions, in any country where there is a U.S. embassy or a
Fulbright commission,and covers eighteen different academic
disciplines (see website for list of eligible disciplines).

The program is designed to provide U.S. faculty and professionals
with opportunities to collaborate with professional counterparts
at non-U.S. post-secondary academic institutions on curriculum
and faculty development,institutional planning, and a variety of
other activities. U.S. scholars can apply throughout the calendar
year for candidacy on the Fulbright Senior Specialists roster.

For more information on this program,go to 
www.cies.org/specialists/ss_overview.htm#program  

“The Verb for Wisdom”
TORONTO, ONT, CANADA—What is wisdom? How can we
witness it in education? In philosophy? These were the questions
that Senior Member in the Philosophy of Education Doug
Blomberg probed in his inaugural address at the convocation of
the Institute for Christian Studiesin January 2005.Blomberg’s
address was entitled “To Lead a Better Life:A (Pr)axilogical 
(Re-)turn In Philosophy (of Education).” He emphasized that
Christian philosophy’s primary concern should be wisdom.
“Philosophy in the Christian community ought to be concerned
with what it means to discern and to act on the values that obtain
in and for creation…This is philosophy on its knees, the spiritual
sacrifice of renovating our minds…it is not only axiological,it is
praxiological,in the service ofpractice. It is philosophy as spiri-
tual discipline, the art of leading a better life.”

“Wisdom is living a life of right loving, and we too must ask,
‘What is our love? What excellence do we honour?’This is the
ultimate question ofeducation, philosophy, and philosophy of
education, as indeed it is ofhow to lead a better life.”

At the convocation, ICS congratulated its largest graduating class
in recent memory. Thirteen students were awarded degrees,
reflecting a breadth ofwork from the arts to politics, from the
cutting edge of today’s philosophy to the philosophy of historical
icons.
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WJI Offers New Monograph
ASHEVILLE, NC, USA—The World Journalism Institute is
pleased to offer its latest monograph, “Journalism and Humility,”
by Marvin Olasky, University of Texas professor and Worldmag-
azine editor-in-chief. This monograph is an expanded version of
an article which appeared in Worldon December 25,2004.

The WJI monographs are a unique series ofessays dealing with
the intersection ofjournalism and the Christian faith.The
Institute prints pertinent speeches from WJI teachers and distrib-
utes these lectures for use in college classrooms and private read-
ings. The monographs are complimentary and are available for
an entire journalism class.

The next WJI monograph will be the Samuel E.Cornish
Memorial Lecture given by Karima Haynes
during WJI’s Spring Conference for African
American Journalists ofFaith.

Kok Receives 
Dooyeweerd Award
HOEVEN, THE NETHERLANDS—The
presentation of the Herman Dooyeweerd
Award was the culminating point of the
International Symposium ofthe Association
for Reformational Philosophy 2005 in the
Netherlands. Years of intensive study and
several publications on the philosophy of
Vollenhoven were rewarded,when John Kok,
Dean for the Humanities at Dordt College,
received the prestigious award during the
week-long conference in the 16th century
monastery Bovendonk in the south ofHolland.Although he has
written extensively on Reformational philosophy, for Kok the
award came as a big surprise.

Prof. dr. John Kok was born in 1948 in Grand Rapids (MI) and
studied at Trinity Christian College (Ill) and the Free University
of Amsterdam (the Netherlands).As a student ofVollenhoven,
he soon gained interest in his and Dooyeweerd’s Reformational
philosophy. At present Kok serves as dean for the humanities at
Dordt College, and as a professor in the philosophy department,
teaching courses in aesthetics and environmental philosophy.
Among his most well-known works are Vollenhoven. His Early
Development (Ph.D., 1992);Patterns of the Western Mind. A Reformed
Christian Perspective(1996);and Celebrating the Vision. The Reformed
Perspective of Dordt College(ed.,2004).He translated several works
by Vollenhoven and other, more recent,publications by Dutch
Reformed scholars.

Kok was elected out ofseven candidates that were nominated by
the members of the Association for Reformational Philosophy.
The committee which had to select one ofthese candidates was
presided by Dutch politician and philosopher oftechnology
Prof. dr. Egbert Schuurman.In his laudatioSchuurman character-
ized Kok as a “congenial colleague and superb teacher.” Besides
being a gifted translator, Kok also is a “Christian thinker who
actively promotes scripturally directed thinking about created
reality.” According to Schuurman,Kok is richly deserving of this
award not only because ofhis extensive work in Reformational
philosophy, but also because ofhis work as a Program Director,
his ability to inspire students to become Christian academics, his
preaching in the Christian Reformed Church of North America,

and his world wide lecturing on Christian education and philoso-
phy in general.Finally, Schuurman emphasized that it is not fame
or reputation which motivated Kok all these years, but joy in the
Lord, challenging both students and scholars to be tuned to
Christ,who is the Personified Wisdom.

Kok has been deeply touched by Vollenhoven’s philosophy and
will continue to work on issues that have to do with a Christian
philosophical worldview. According to John Kok himself, it is
only by giving one’s whole self, that one will be able to con-
tribute significantly and on an academic level to the growing of
the kingdom ofGod in our contemporary society.
This article by Henric David Peels, first appeared in the Nederlands
Dagblad, Hoeven, August 18, 2005.

IICS Vision Conference
KANSAS CITY, MO, USA—On July 14-16,2005,more than
200 scholars and professionals gathered in Kansas City, along
with IICS professors, board and staff, for the annual Vision
Conference ofthe International Institute for Christian
Studies (IICS).IICS, an IAPCHE-affiliate, places Christian acad-
emicians in faculty positions at public universities around the
world. This year 41 IICS professors are serving at universities in
15 nations. Dr. Os Guinness challenged the conferees with his
thought-provoking messages on evil, globalization and pluralism.
Nearly 50 academic papers were presented on such varied topics
as architecture, literature, the arts, medicine, evangelism,genetics,
political science, Ukraine’s Orange Revolution and various
aspects ofa Christian worldview. World-renowned scientist Dr.
Charles Thaxton made a special presentation on Intelligent
Design.IICS invited Dr. Nick Lantinga to represent IAPCHE
with a booth and to present a paper on Christians in politics.

More than 300 friends ofIICS gathered on Friday night for the
annual IICS World Update Dinner. On Saturday night,after a
moving concert of prayer, eighteen new professors were com-
missioned for service in overseas universities.

The theme for the July 20-22,2006 conference will be “Finding
God at the University:Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of
C. S. Lewis’s Conversion.” Numerous academics who came to
faith during their academic careers will be telling their stories.
Other papers will be presented on C. S. Lewis, on the nature of
conversion and on a Christian worldview. To receive a call for
papers, contact IICS at iics@iics.com.

Dr. Nic k Lantinga addresses the delegates at the IAPCHE conference in Moscow in August 2005.The
conference was hosted by St.Andrew’s Bibilical Theological College of Mosocw. About 40 delelgates
from 10 countries paarticipated. Watch for full report in the next issue of Contact.



Colleges Support Tsunami Victims
MADURAI, TAMILN ADU, INDIA—Principal Nirmala Jeyaraj
reports:Since the tsunami destroyed many of the villages of
coastal Tamilnadu,killing thousands and leaving the survivors
with nothing, several organizations have been involved in relief
work. A few have sustained their support on a long-term basis.
Lady Doak College responded initially by sending a team ofstaff
and students to villages in Kanyakumari District to distribute
relief materials. Subsequently, groups ofstudents from different
classes, especially the Social Sciences department,helped counsel
the bereaved.A group of student volunteers with faculty escorts
visited the devastated Nagapattinam area to assess needs and
plan rehabilitation.

Three needs were identified in which LDC could be involved:
meeting the needs ofthe children who had no functioning
school,providing assistance to women who could learn appropri-
ate skills to earn their livelihood,and providing employment
opportunities to the unemployed graduates/postgraduates from
the affected area.

Lady Doak College decided its priority should be educating the
children,and hence initiated a few study centers in the temporary
shelters, engaging the unemployed graduates as teachers. Later,
even after schools started functioning regularly, these centers
continued as tuition centers, providing extra help to those chil-
dren outside school hours. These centers have grown in number
as well as in student strength;at present there are 650 children
taught by 25 unemployed graduates in 9 centers located in the
temporary shelters.

For information about how to participate financially in helping
these children,go to www.ladydoak.org 

COIMBATORE,TAMILN ADU, INDIA—At CSI Bishop
Appasamy College, the staff and post-graduate students ofthe
Department of Social Work camped in the tsunami-hit areas for
10 days and assisted in relief work. The whole college rose to the
occasion,by way of donations in kind and cash.The District
Administration’s Inspector General of Police was personally pre-
sent to officiate the program.Relief in the form of material
assistance and psychological counseling was gratefully received by
the victims. As an offshoot of this effort, youngsters from that
area have been identified to receive short-term job-oriented
courses towards holistic development.

Suk Appointed President of ICS 
TORONTO, ONT, CANADA—In April 2006,the Institute for
Christian Studieswill welcome Dr. John Suk as its fourth presi-
dent.Suk will replace Dr. Harry Fernhout,who has taken the
position ofpresident at The King’s University College in
Edmonton,AB. Suk is currently teaching at the Asian
Theological Seminary in Manila,the Philippines;prior to that he
served as editor ofthe Christian Reformed Church’s official
magazine, The Banner. Suk intends to bring a servant heart to his
new position.“Servant leaders use their gifts to mobilize their
communities to help make all things new, now,” he says. “They
ask questions and humbly listen before they act.” Suk’s love for
community comes through in his support of the ICS mission:
“ICS values a spirit ofpartnership, dialogue, and respect for
diversity.”

In October and November 2005,Suk will be touring various

communities in the U.S. and Canada,giving public lectures on
the topic “Speaking of‘A Personal Relationship with Jesus.’
Saying What We Mean.” For details on locations and dates of the
lectures, see www.icscanada.edu.

World Mission & Evangelism Conference
ATHENS, GREECE—The 13th world mission conference took
place on May 9-16,2005,at the invitation of the Church of
Greece. This was the first time a World Council ofChurches
world mission conference was held in an Orthodox context.

The Conference theme was “Come Holy Spirit,heal and recon-
cile.” Its aim was to empower participants to continue in their
call to be in mission together and to work toward reconciliation
and healing in Christ in God’s world today. Some ofthe objec-
tives were:to infuse participants with new vision,energy, tools
and skills to bring the holistic mission imperative alive again;to
experience healing and reconciliation that lead to the transforma-
tion of persons;to offer safe sacred spaces where reflections,
theories and stories can be heard and dialogue can take place;to
celebrate our unity in Christ and our God-given diversity;and to
enable participants to commit themselves to be agents or multi-
pliers of reconciliation and healing in their own churches, com-
munities and contexts.

The WCC Central Committee had decided that the total number
of official delegates could not exceed 500.Four hundred partici-
pants were considered members of the conference and came
from CWME-affiliated bodies, WCC member churches and the
wider constituency of Roman Catholics, Pentecostals and evan-
gelicals. The remainder were invited as consultants and advisors.

Home groups, daily plenary sessions, synaxies(Greek for “a gath-
ering ofpeople,” something like a seminar or breakout session)
and worship were the central elements ofthe conference.
Participants could choose from about 60 synaxiesin which the
conference theme was further unpacked.Of great interest was
the one dealing with contact with other religions where the so-
called San Antonio Statement was vigorously debated.The con-
sensus reached at San Antonio was:“We cannot point to any
other way of salvation than Jesus Christ;at the same time we
cannot put any limit to God’s saving power. There is a tension
between these affirmations which we acknowledge and cannot
resolve.” Concern was raised that some ofthe leaders of CWME
would like to resolve this tension in a universalistic direction.The
Conference closed with a worship service at the Areopagus, the
place where Paul preached to the Athenians.
From a report by Peter Tuit, delegate of the Reformed Ecumenical Council
and Professor of Missions at Calvin Theological Seminary. 

UPOLI Stresses Importance of Research
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—On March 9,2005 the UPOLI
(Polytechnic University of Nicaragua) began its new academ-
ic year with an opening lecture entitled “Scientific Research and
National Development.” The speaker was Dr. Roberto González
Castellanos, an outstanding Cuban scientist.Dr. González spoke
on the relationship between research and development,stating
that there is a close link between the two as demonstrated by the
Cuban experience. Universities, he emphasized,have a very
important role in the South’s struggle to achieve scientific and
technological development.They must guarantee that their pro-
grams in all scientific fields are focused on education and
research, with the necessary synergy between them.
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“Strengthening research is a high priority for UPOLI based on
the self-evaluation processes we have been immersed in during
the past months. That is why we invited Dr. González
Castellanos to give our Opening Lecture,” said Mr. Emerson
Pérez Sandoval,UPOLI Rector.

UPOLI will be hosting the next International Conference of
IAPCHE, to be held November 14-19,2006 in Granada,at the
Convent of San Francisco.

Reformed Ecumenical Council Assembly
UTRECHT, THE NETHERLANDS—Dr. Peter Blokhuis, vice-
chair of the IAPCHE Board,
visited the July Assembly of the
Reformed Ecumenical Council
as a fraternal delegate, and
introduced IAPCHE to many
participants who had never
heard of the organization.

The main item on the REC’s
agenda for this assembly was
the adoption ofa statement on
religious pluralism,which was
drawn up after more than a
decade ofdiscussions on the
topic. For a complete report
on this statement,go to the
website www.recweb.org.

A special three-day pre-
Assembly consultation, attend-
ed by 35 youth pastors and
educators, was held for the
purpose ofdiscussing
Christian day schooling. During
the Assembly itself, workshops
asked whether the age of spe-
cialized youth ministries is
coming to an end,and dis-
cussed the role of churches
and schools in relation to
changing family patterns.

REC announced that, after a
year ofresearch, it has posted
information about all the theo-
logical schools and training
programs associated with its
member churches on its web
site. The site lists each semi-
nary, Bible school, lay training
institute, and  theological edu-
cation program.Many
IAPCHE member institutions,
from Nigeria,the Netherlands,
Indonesia,Japan,and North
America are included.

Rev. Jim Lont,who has served
as Secretary for Youth and

Christian Nurture for nine years, and for 16 years before that as
chair of this REC Commission,will retire at the end of2005,
although he will continue to work on some current projects.

Education & Mission Seminar
NAIROBI, KENYA—In July, Dr. Faith Nguru, IAPCHE Board
Member, represented IAPCHE at the International Council for
Higher Education (ICHE) seminar on Education and Mission.
The keynote address, on tintegrated learning environments, was
offered by Dr. Ken Gnanakan,ICHE President.Dr. Will
Goodheer presented a workshop ofManagement Education and
Leadership Education. Gnanakan told IAPCHE that the work-
shop was “a great motivator” for ICHE to move toward integrat-
ed education, and he was happy to learn from Nguru that
IAPCHE is also involved in promoting this movement.
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Dr. Faith Nguru
Daystar University,
PO BOX 44400,Nairobi,Kenya 
Home:(254) 724684
Office:(254) 723003/4
FAX: (254) 728338
faithnguru@yahoo.com

(Term expires December 2007)

Mrs. Susheila Williams
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018 India
Home:(91) 422-435466
Office:(91) 422 211840
csi-bacas@mailcity.com 
(Term expires December 2007)

Dr. Peter Blokhuis,Vice-Chair
Ede Christian University
PO Box 80,6710 BB Ede  
The Netherlands
Home:31-318-614220
Office:31-318-696349
Fax:31-318-696396
pblokhuis@che.nl
(Term expires December 2006)

Mrs. Nelly Garcia De Mendoza
Apartado 1017 - 2050
Montes De Oca,Costa Rica
Home:506-273-4174
Office:506-207-5679
Fax:506-273-0265
rolmenh@racsa.co.cr

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. Harry Fernhout
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Office:780-465-8302
Fax:780-465-3534
president@kingsu.ca

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. George A. Lotter
North-West University
PO Box 20777,Noordbrug 2522
Republic of South Africa
Phone:27 18-299-1840
Fax:27 18-299-1841
kwsgal@puknet.puk.ac.za

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. Peter Tze-Ming Ng
Chung Chi College
Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, N.T. Hong Kong, China
Office:852 2609 6525
Fax:852 2603 5280
peterng@cuhk.edu.hk

(Term expires December 2005)

Dr. Alexei Bodrov
St.Andrew's Biblical Theological
College, Jerusalem St.,3,Moscow
109316 Russia
Home:7-095-551-3462
Office:7-095-270-2200
Fax:7-095-274-7644
abodrov@standrews.ru
(Term expires December 2007)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidade Estadual de Londrina
Rua Joao Wyclif,
447/1402,Londrina
PR 86061-640,Brazil
Phone:55 43 326-8640
brasil@uel.br

(Term expires December 2006)

Dr. George N. Monsma, Jr., Chair
Calvin College, 3201 Burton St.SE
Grand Rapids MI 49546 USA
Home:616-243-6868
Office:616-526-6191
Fax:616-526-8410
gmonsma@calvin.edu

(Term expires December 2006)
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Board Ballots will be e-mailed in October for the IAPCHEboard
elections in Asia/Oceania,Latin America,and North America.
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The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

A Doorkeeper in God’s Household: The Memoirs of
John B. Hulst ; Dordt College Press:Sioux Center, Iowa;2005,239
pages. ISBN9780932914613.
This book is an important historical document as it chronicles the nearly
thirty years that John Hulst served at Dordt College—as college pastor,
professor oftheology, dean ofstudents, vice president for student affairs,
and,finally, college president.In addition,its early chapters give wonderful
pictures of what it was like to grow up Christian Reformed in Grand
Rapids, Michigan in the 1940’s, and what it was like to pastor both rural
and urban Christian Reformed churches in the 1950’s and 60’s. Hulst has
liberally scattered anecdotes throughout the memoir—stories that are, in
turn, tragic, comic, mischievous, and heart-warming. Hulst’s memoir is the
portrait of a man dedicated to serving God with his whole life. And it is
the story of a married couple, John and Louise Hulst,working side by side,
faithfully responding to God’s call to serve. John Hulst served as Executive
Secretary of IAPCHE from 1996 to 2004.

Here I Am: Now What on Earth Should I Be Doing? by
Quentin Schultze; Baker Book House: Grand Rapids; 2005, 112
pages. ISBN 0801065453.
Christian colleges and universities, by their very nature, ought to be places
where we ask and seek to answer the question “What on Earth should I be
doing?”The discovery of one’s vocation, calling, purpose and place in
God’s world should be at the core of what we do. Author and Calvin
College communication faculty member Quentin Schultze takes on this
charge in his latest book. This book distinguishes between one’s shared
vocation and particular life stations. Stations include jobs, situations, and
relationships, and they change often.But vocation, for Christians especial-
ly, remains the same—to apply faith as caretakers of God’s world. This
book explains how to be caring followers of Jesus in every station of life.
It offers practical ways to strive for excellence, celebrate leisure, nurture
community, and cultivate a legacy. This book is for students, those seeking
satisfaction in their work, and anyone seeking a renewed sense ofGod’s
call.They will discover how to care about and for the world, participating
in God’s renewal of all things.

Herman Dooyeweerd and Eric Voegelin: A
Comparative Study by David B. Van Heemst; Mellen Press:
New York; 2005,255 pages. ISBN: 0773461191.
This study provides an introduction to two of the twentieth century’s most
significant philosophers, Herman Dooyeweerd and Eric Voegelin.
Dooyeweerd and Voegelin provided a new, deeper understanding ofhis-
tory and philosophy. They were early interpreters of the crisis ofmodern
humanism,exposing its contradictions and uncovering its fundamental,
spiritual problems. They both re-described philosophy itselfas depending
upon something deeper than human autonomy. Dooyeweerd demonstrat-
ed that all philosophizing was shaped by the commitment ofthe human
heart and Voegelin showed that all philosophizing was a reflection on one’s
deeper experiences oftranscendence. Throughout their work they both
consistently emphasized the limits ofhumanity. Despite these similarities,
Dooyeweerd and Voegelin came from different religious traditions;they
never met,spoke different languages, lived in different countries, and with
the exception of one passing reference, never made mention ofthe other’s
work. Dooyeweerd was a Christian philosopher, and Voegelin a Classical
philosopher. The purpose ofthis book is to provide an introduction to
these two significant philosophers. Dr. David B. Van Heemst is Professor
of Political Science at Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, Illinois.

Let Justice Roll Down Like Waters by Adrian Helleman,
with Caleb Ahima; Stream Christian Publishers: Jos, Nig eria; 2004,
142 pages. ISBN 9781663472.
This study guide is a collaborative effort between a Nigerian (Ahima) and
a Canadian (Helleman),both driven by a passion for justice. This book was
written especially for African Christians who do not know the Bible’s
teachings about justice or who need a refresher course. It deals with the
problem of fighting injustice in our societies and outlines the steps that
Christians can take in the battle for justice in their communities. It will also
be helpful for non-Christians who may be interested in learning what the
Bible says about justice. Each chapter concludes with questions for review
and discussion.Adrian Helleman is a Canadian who has taught in the

Philippines and in Russia,and now lectures in the Department of
Religious Studies at the University of Jos. Caleb Ahima is former General
Secretary of the Christian Reformed Church of Nigeria,General Secretary
of the Reformed Ecumenical Council ofNigeria (RECON),and Secretary
of the Peace, Justice, and Reconciliation Committee ofRECON.

Presidential Transitions in Private Colleges: Six
Integrated Phases Essential for Success by Bob Andringa
and Allen Splete;Council for Christian Colleges and Universities
and The Council of Independent Colleges; 2005,98 pages. ISBN
0965273059.
This book is intended as a resource for newly nominated presidents,
incumbents, those planning their retirement and board leaders involved in
transition work. “I have watched – sometimes up close with search com-
mittee chairs, candidates and newly selected presidents – hundreds of
CEO transitions,” says Andringa.“After my book for CEOs and boards…
many boards have come to me for ideas on transition planning and
process. There are dozens ofmajor steps in this delicate process ofsuc-
cession and transition planning, and without strategic coordination they
can often create unhappy participants.” The six phases around which the
book is organized are: anticipating a departure; departing with style;
searching successfully; preparing for a new presidency; launching a new
presidency;and evaluating presidential and board performance. Each sec-
tion includes practical advice on the legal,financial,operational and emo-
tional dimensions to presidential transitions. “Bob Andringa and Al Splete
have crafted a most useful guide to navigate the turbulence, anticipated
and unexpected,surrounding the changing ofthe guard in a private col-
lege presidency,” says David L.Warren,president,National Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities. “We need chart and compass for
these passages, and they have provided both for all who are involved.”
Single copies ofthe book sell for $18 with discounts available for orders
of multiple copies. Email council@cccu.org for complete ordering 
information.

The Religious Nature And Biblical Nurture of God’s
Children: A Guide for Parents And Teachers by Jack
Fennema;Dordt College Press:Sioux Center, USA;2005,292 pages.
ISBN: 0932914578.
The title reflects both the content and the intended audience ofthe book.
It is divided into three sections. Section One (Chapter 1) deals with “The
context for nature and nurture: Kingdom and Covenant.” Section Two
(Chapters 2-5) deals with “The Religious nature of God’s children.”
Special focus is placed here on image bearing at creation,after the fall,and
in Christ.Section Three (Chapters 6-10) deals with “The biblical nurture
of God’s children.” Sub-topics include spiritual development,instructive
nurture, corrective nurture, and restorative admonition.A central thesis of
the book is that the God-given nature of children informs the biblically-
based nurture of children, in particular within a covenant and kingdom
context. The biblical injunction for “the nurture and admonition ofchil-
dren in the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4,KJV) provides a pivotal focal point for
the book.This book could prove helpful to parents, teachers, and teacher
educators.

The Technological World Picture and an Ethics of
Responsibility: Struggles in the Ethics of Technology by
Egbert Schuurman; Dordt College Press:Sioux Center, Iowa; 2005,
71 pages. ISBN 978-0-932914-64-4.
This book was translated from the Dutch by John H. Kok. The original
title, published in 2002 by the Technische Universiteit Delft (ISBN 90-
5638-091-5),is Bevrijding van het technische wereldbeeld. Uitdaging tot een andere
ethiek. Technology is often fascinating and exciting. It contributes in impor-
tant ways to the quality oflife. Technology’s phenomenal growth mesmer-
izes many. Few see the need for critique or caution.In this little book,
Egbert Schuurman suggests that the key issue in our culture is our attitude
toward and our vision oftechnical development.Technology helps us
become ever more familiar with the world. At the same time, however, we
are increasingly alienated from the world because the technical models that
guide us when interpreting reality, and when changing how things are, also
flatten and reduce—and sometimes even destroy—that reality.
Repercussions ofmodern technology are manifest in nature and the 
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New institutional members
Daystar University,
Nairobi,Kenya
Prof. Godfrey Nguru,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Southland College
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environment but also in the coldly pragmatic and objective nature of a
technological society with all ofits inherent tensions. What does the Judeo-
Christian tradition have to say about a responsible ethics oftechnology? In
these pages, Schuurman discusses the need for an ethics oftechnology and
the spiritual-historical background ofmodern technology. The spirit ofthe
Enlightenment has produced a scientific-technological picture of the
world, with an ethical mix ofvalues and norms that is still current. But
there are, it seems, alternative approaches. After drawing attention to the
cosmological and the ethical deficiencies in contemporary ethics,
Schuurman makes a case for a different approach that starts with the
“enlightenment ofthe Enlightenment,” that addresses these deficiencies,
and that implies a cultural paradigm different from the current one. He
frames ethics as an ethics ofresponsibility and highlights the priorities, val-
ues, and norms that such an ethic implies. He also speaks to concrete pos-
sibilities inherent to this approach that could reorient our technological cul-
ture and that would lead to political changes as well.His is a new perspec-
tive that will undoubtedly involve struggle, but it also affords hope.

Voicing God’s Psalms by Calvin Seerveld; Eerdmans: Grand
Rapids; 2004,164 pages. ISBN 080282806X.
On the pages of this poignant volume are fresh verse translations of the
biblical Psalms by master wordsmith Seerveld.Voicing God’s Psalmscontains
thirty-seven psalms from the canonical book ofPsalms and several psalmic
passages from elsewhere in Holy Scripture (both Testaments)—all striking-
ly translated by Seerveld from the original Hebrew and Greek languages
into idiomatic American English. Seerveld has arranged his carefully craft-
ed psalm translations into thematic clusters under nine progressive head-
ings. He follows halfof his translations with singable psalm versifications
fashioned to various melodies. In an introduction and an afterword
Seerveld sets the biblical psalms in historical context, highlights the rough
and tender tenor ofGod’s psalms, and offers concrete suggestions for
helping these psalms come alive in our private and public worship today.
The accompanying audio CD features oral readings by Seerveld himselfof
many of the printed psalm translations, interspersed with select versifica-
tion melodies skillfully played by solo recorder or saxophone. Voicing God’s
Psalmswill help many worship leaders and music directors in preparing
liturgies and will inspire many believers in their personal devotions.
Seerveld is professor emeritus ofphilosophical aesthetics at the Institute
for Christian Studies, Toronto, Ontario.
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