
NIGERIA—After learning that the venue for the
planned Faculty Enrichment Program (FEP) for West
Africa was no longer available and learning that the
Association of Christian Schools International (ASCI)
was hoping to organize a training event for school teach-
ers in Nigeria,the IAPCHE leadership contacted ASCI to
inquire about a joint effort. Now IAPCHE and ASCI are
working to arrange a two-track FEP in Nigeria 2010.

The theme ofthe four or five-day program will be
Wholistic Christian Education at All Levels, which will include
plenary sessions along with one training track for those
teaching in colleges, universities and seminaries, and a
second track for primary and secondary school teachers.
The joint program will help those interested in Christian
education to gain understanding and passion for wholistic
education, which in large part recognizes the connection
between Christian lower and higher education.

IAPCHE has already co-sponsored four FEPs, two in
India,one in the Philippines and one in Mexico. An FEP
in Nigeria is the next step in advancing the enrichment
program to all regions. Our goal is to equip a new genera-
tion of educators for integral Christian teaching, thus the 
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA—Registration is
continuing for “Reformed Mission in an Age of World
Christianity,” to be held June 15-17,2010,at Calvin
College. This conference is sponsored by IAPCHE and
Calvin College and will take place just prior to the merg-
er assembly of the Reformed Ecumenical Council and
the World Alliance ofReformed Churches, also on the
Calvin College campus, offering a tremendous opportu-
nity to extend our global network of Christian friends
and higher education ideas among the 1000 global dele-
gates coming to that assembly. Already there have been
conference registration inquiries from Christians in
Australia,Bulgaria,Cameroon,China,India,Kenya,the
Philippines, Poland and Zambia.

Visit http://www.calvin.edu/go/r cc to find out more
about this unique opportunity, including conference
background,information about the exceptional set of
sessions planned by IAPCHE and Calvin College,and
registration details. A ten percent early registration dis-
count is offered until January 31,2010.

Korean FEP to focus on 
university leadership
SEOUL,KOREA—A Faculty Enrichment Program will
be held December 28-30,2009,at Onnuri Community
Church (Yangje-dong, Seoul).Co-sponsored by IAPCHE
and Volunteers for Establishing South Asia University
(VESA),the program will especially focus on leadership
development for the Christian university. Participants will
discuss the purpose ofthe Christian university, the nature
of Christian education and future development of
Christian higher education in South Asia,with South Asia
University (SAU) serving as an example.

Presentations will include “Biblical foundation for
Christian education” and “Principles ofChristian schol-
arship” (Prof. Jay Shim),“Practiceof worldview think-
ing” (Mr. Mark Roques),“Case study of Life University
in Cambodia”(Prof. Kyunhoe Koo),and “Resources of
Christian higher education” (Mr. Wesley Wentworth).

Workshops will allow participants to explore implica-
tions. They will include “Possible types ofChristian edu-
cation” (Prof. Jay Shim),“Faculty development”(Mr.
Mark Roques),“Goal/Purpose ofChristian education in
Cambodia”(Prof. Kilhun Kim),“Mission statement of
SAU” (Prof. Gilja Jhon)”and “Majors/Divisions of
SAU” (Prof. Kihyun Shin).

“The idea ofa wholistic approach of Christian education
was recently planted in the hearts of leaders of VESA,”
writes Jay Shim.The plan for this FEP developed as a
result.“We had a focus on enriching Korean Christian
leadership for the purpose ofestablishing Christian uni-
versities in foreign countries such as Cambodia and
Mongolia.The VESA leaders and I extended the partici-
pants to Christian faculty who are interested in furthering
their efforts with the wholistic approach.”

Shim adds, “After decades ofstruggling with broadly
evangelistic ideas ofChristian education, many Korean
Christians are ready to be enriched by the Reformed way
of Christian education. It is my hope and prayer that
God use this conference to show them a sense ofdirec-
tion to guide their already dedicated hearts, mind and
energy in their effort for Christian education domestically
and internationally.” For more information, contact Prof.
Jay Shim,jshim@dordt.edu.

West Africa FEP 
becomes joint effort

Conference discount available
continued on page 3



Only a couple weeks ago,Sioux
Center, Iowa,the small rural town
from which we operate our main
offices, was featured on U.S.
national news. What terrible or
astonishing event took place? Well,
it turns out that what interested the
media team in Sioux Center was
the general lack of bad things. The
town continues to prosper with
low unemployment rates and high
levels ofpublic safety. But there
was this problem with the children.

Like many small rural communities, many of the children born here
now live in cities, often very far away.Anne Maatman,our Director
of Operations, has “lost”both of her children to the cities—one to
Los Angeles and another to Minneapolis. I’m not far from the same
“f ate” as my 14-year old Sam often longs for the noise, bustle, and
excitement ofa big city.

I was one ofthe residents interviewed for the PBS feature. The
interviewers asked how I felt about this phenomenon oflosing our
children to the cities. Of course, I acknowledged that a community
with loving families would like its children to live near them.
However, I don’t perceive any hostility toward the cities as such.
There is no Biblical basis to glamorize small towns or mock cities.
Yes, there were wicked cities in the Bible—Sodom and Nineveh,for
example. But what should we make of the great Biblical drama that
begins in the Garden ofEden,but culminates in the “New
Jerusalem”of Revelation 21.

My thoughts went to Jeremiah 29 in which the prophet encourages
the people ofGod in Babylon.Recall that they had been spread to 

Build houses and settle down;plant gardens and eat what
they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters;find
wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage,
so that they too may have sons and daughters.Increase in
number there;do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and
prosperity ofthe city to which I have carried you into
exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because ifit prospers, you
too will prosper.

The Jews had been dispersed among the nations in part as a result
of God’s justice and also through providence. Israel was given over
to Babylon in part because ofits sins, but also to become a light to
all people. Being a light to all people meant being dispersed.

The dispersion,or diaspora, derives from the Greek word describing
the spreading ofseeds. As with the parable of the sower, our gar-
dening God does indeed plant his seeds among all nations.

Sometimes we understand our place in God’s world as an obvious
act of planting. Another way in which seeds are scattered is through
wind.For example, we have a flower called a dandelion whose
bright yellow bloom becomes a ball offluffy seeds. The fluff
allows the wind to carry them to other places. Of course, part of
God’s purpose in designing these seeds so that they can be spread
by the wind is to allow them to “increase in number.”

So too does the church spread when we are driven by the Holy
Spirit.But the point is that the flowers,as beautiful as they are,do
not spread unless they develop into seeds. Therefore,the question
is often whether we (parents and educators) ably assist our children
in their transformation into seeds that can catch the holy wind the
blows through to every remote square inch of God’s creation.

Anne’s son Jack now works in film in Los Angeles, along with many
Christians who recognize the critical importance offilm and TV in
our lives. He even provides a couch to weary travelers like me!
Anne’s daughter Nikki works at a family counseling service in
Minneapolis and helps IAPCHE with translations on the side. Both
of them,like the graduates ofall our institutions, were able to
change from flower to seed,catching the “wind”of kingdom ser-
vice that brought them to where they now are.

Christians in higher education have worked hard to to develop a
greater awareness ofways in which students must be prepared for
kingdom service. Our Faculty Enrichment Programs are now part
of this effort. (Read about them on pages 1,3-5.)

However, preparing seeds to take flight is not the same as helping
the seeds to find fertile soil.So, earlier this year IAPCHE’s regional
conference in the Netherlands focused on improving our efforts to
connect students to Christians in professional communities. We
believe that such connections will help them move across a gap that
often separates Christian college graduates from faithful profession-
al service. Such communities can help our Christian students “find
root” in the soil in which the Spirit places them,even where the
soil is choked with weeds or filled with stones.

IAPCHE has now begun to work more closely with members like
Food for the Hungry and International Justice Mission who are
stimulating reflection and action around such themes as “total
development”And international justice. We are sponsoring two
panels to discuss ways of improving these efforts at the upcoming
conference on “Reformed Mission in an age of World Christianity.”
(See page 1for the web link.)

As a parent,I hope that Christian higher education will enable my
own children find their place in God’s world. As the Executive
Director of IAPCHE, I hope that you will encourage your friends
in Christian higher education to join our efforts!
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Small town, big wind, diaspora
E D I T O R I A L

Nic k Lantinga,
Executive Director

(L-R) IAPCHE institutions from five regions: Gereformeerde Hogeschool - Zwolle (Netherlands), Bishop Appasamy College of Arts and Sciences (India),
Universidad Evangelica de Las Americas (Costa Rica),Daystar University (Kenya), and Providence Christian College (USA).
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FEP is geared for instrucotrs or faculty members with less than 15
years of service. The program aims to give intensive training in the
importance ofa Biblical approach to higher education so that edu-
cators can better relate their faith to their subject matter, teach
more effectively,and provide optimal Christian leadership on their
campuses. All this will help them to better prepare students to serve
wherever God calls them.

Both IAPCHE and ASCI have integral Christian education at the
heart of their mission,IAPCHE at the higher education level and
ASCI at the primary and secondary level.ASCI periodically holds
International Christian Educator Conferences similar to IAPCHE’s
Faculty Enrichment Programs. ASCI’s conferences have been (or
will be) held in the Philippines, Germany,and Kenya.Like FEPs,
they provide a focused time ofprofessional development,network-
ing, and fellowship for educators.

The planning committee ofthe West Africa FEP includes Tersur
Aben,Principal ofthe Theological College of Northern Nigeria
(TCNN); Adun Akinyemiju,National Coordinator of ACSI ,
Nigeria;Sheila Dykstra,Christian Education Specialist,Christian
Reformed World Missions;Musa Gaiya,Professor at UniJos;Joseph
Ilori, former President ofthe Nigerian Baptist Seminary in
Ogbomoso;Isaac Mutua,Director ofCPCHEA;Tope Toogun,
Organizing Committee Liaison;Nick Lantinga,Executive Director
of IAPCHE;and Samson Makhado, African Director ofACSI.

Journal devoted to 
Christian Higher Education
We are happy to announce that IAPCHE and CPCHEA are two of
the six associations now serving as co-sponsors of Christian Higher
Educationjournal.The Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa (CPCHEA) is the regional expression
of IAPCHE in Africa.

Christian Higher Education is a peer-reviewed archival journal that fea-
tures articles on developments being created and tested by those
engaged in the study and practice ofChristian higher education.
This journal addresses issues in finance, enrollment management,
innovative teaching methods, higher education administration, pro-

gram assessment,faculty development,curriculum development
and student services. Each issue offers a balance ofessays on cur-
rent research as well as programs and methods at the cutting edge
of progress. Christian Higher Educationis the only journal to be inter-
national,interdenominational,interdisciplinary and to focus exclu-
sively on Christian higher education.

See http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/authors/ucheauth.asp for the
Call for Papers. We welcome your submissions to promote integral
CHE around the world.

Plans underway for Zambia FEP
NDOLA, ZAMBIA—In early December, Rev.Isaac N. Mutua
(Africa Regional Director) travelled to Northrise University in
Ndola,Zambia,to present a proposal to hold a Faculty Enrichment
Program (FEP) there.He was assisted by Rev.Brian Bwalya
(Christian Vocational Training Center, Lusaka) and hosted at
Northrise by its Academic Dean,Dr. Chilao Mutesa.The Northrise
facility and guest apartments were wonderful,reported Mutua.

At the December 5 meeting, Mutua introduced the institutions rep-
resented and explained the FEP proposal.Dr. Edwin Zulu,Rector
of Justo Mwale University College,spoke about the 1987 IAPCHE
International Conference he attended at JMUC when he was still a
student.

After discussion,the FEP proposal was accepted and a hosting
steering committee was established.The hosting committee will
coordinate with a program committee comprised ofrepresentatives
of CPCHEA, IAPCHE,and the Association of Christian Schools
International.Participants agreed the conference should be held in
August 2010.

The goal of each FEP is to equip a new generation of educators
for integral Christian teaching, thus they are usually geared for pro-
fessors with less than 15 years of service. The program aims to give
intensive training in the importance ofa Biblical approach to high-
er education so that educators can better relate their faith to their
subject matter, teach more effectively and provide optimal Christian
leadership on their campuses. All this will help them to better pre-
pare students to serve wherever God calls them.

The enthusiasm and expertise of those involved and the excellent
facilities at Northrise will certainly contribute to an excellent pro-
gram.This FEP will include an Administration Enrichment track as
well.More information to come!

Nigerian training program
continued from page 1

Dr. Brian Bwalya (Christian Vocational Training Center, Lusaka), Rev. Isaac
Mutua (CPCHEA), and Dr. Edwin Zulu (Justo Mwale University College)

pose at the college gate.

Rev. Isaac Mutua stands near the monument of the Third Conference of
the Non-Aligned Countries in Lusaka Zambia.
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Report by Dr. J.Dinakarlal, director for Asia/Oceania
The third Faculty Enrichment Program in the Asia-Oceania Region
was held November 4-8,2009,at Bethel Retreat Center, an idyllic
setting on the banks ofUmiam Lake (Barapani) near Shillong, in
the northeastern state of Meghalaya,India.The program was co-
sponsored by IAPCHE and the Student Christian Movement of
India (SCMI) and attended by 37 participants (see photo at right),
including five international delegates.

The program opened with worship, an inaugural address by Rev.
P.B.M. Basaiawmoit,the Vice-President ofNational Council of
Churches in India,and an excellent cultural program by Union
Christian College. This was followed by ice-breaking, expectation-
sharing and goal-setting sessions conducted by Dr. J.Dinakarlal
(IAPCHE Asia-Oceania Regional Director).

Dinakarlal also explained the common aims ofIAPCHE and SCMI
and led a session on “Education for transformation: Jesus as
model.” He encouraged participants to follow the example ofJesus,
who used different methods ofteaching, practiced what he taught
and loved his students.

The second day featured lectures by Prof. Faith Nguru (Daystar
University, Kenya) and Dr. Randall Short (Tokyo Christian
University, Japan).Nguru emphasized the value ofeducation and
gave a panoramic view of education in Africa and a closer look at
Daystar University in Nairobi.Participants considered Daystar’s
mission—building servant leaders who hold God’s Word as their
standard—and the commitment ofDaystar’s faculty to expand the
Kingdom ofGod.

In his session on “How do the best Christian college teachers pre-
pare to teach?” Dr. Short discussed two models, the teacher-cen-
tered model and the student-centered model.With inspiring infor-
mation, he challenged and equipped the participants to improve
their teaching.

The third day Dr. Mikhail Uvarov (Institute for Humanity/St.
Petersburg State University) discussed higher education in Russian
culture and the Christian perspective at St.Petersburg College in
Russia.

Dr. Nick Lantinga (IAPCHE Executive Director) served as the
chief resource person,leading four sessions over three days. The
scheduled speaker Geoff Beech (National Institute for Christian
Education, Australia) had to cancel his travel at the last minute, and
Lantinga took his place, basing his sessions on Beech’s notes.

His first session was on “The science ofworldview.” Lantinga used
the story of Olympic runner Eric Liddel to illustrate one aspect of
worldview: “God made mefast,and when I run, I feel His plea-
sure,” said Liddel.Lantinga challenged the participants to “run
well” as Christian educators and called them to consider the impli-
cations of the teaching of the Dutch Calvinist Abraham Kuyper,
who said,“There is not a square inch on the whole plain ofhuman
existence over which Christ,who is Lord over all,does not pro-
claim:‘This is Mine!’”Finally,Lantinga asked two questions:“What
is the gospel message for the students you teach?” and “What is the
gospel for India in 2010?”

In subsequent sessions, Lantinga spoke on “Biblical basis and
worldview change,” “Worldview and better teaching,” and

“Worldview and academics.” Lantinga led participants to consider
the distinction between structure and direction and cautioned
against using scripture out ofcontext, showing the dangers of
using the Bible merely as a textbook.His question “What is it all
about?”sparked excellent discussions.

Dr. Lal Chungnunga (Principal,Serampore College,India) gave two
lectures. He stressed the need for a foundation of personal experi-
ence in order to present Christ to one’s students and reminded par-
ticipants that “knowledge without character is dangerous.”

Dr. Samuel Lyndem (Principal,Union Christian College,India) gave
lectures on “Jesus as master teacher” and “The Biblical vision for
education.” He reiterated that the vision ofevery college should be
the transformation of students.

Each day included worship, Bible study,and group discussions.
Bible studies were conducted by Rev.Dr. P.B.M. Basaiawmoit,Rev.
Dr. Pumzathang Tombing (Gilead Evangelical Theological
Seminary, India),Dr. Randall Short and Bishop Luke Vandari Levis
(Kathmandu International University, Nepal).Thought-provoking
discussion questions helped participants respond to the lectures and
contribute their views.

A half day was set apart for sightseeing. The participants visited the
Don Bosco Museum and Shillong Peak and spent some time shop-
ping. A trip to nearby Union Christian College was also enriching.
Principal Lyndem explained the college’s history and gave a tour.
Participants attended the campus chapel service where Dr. Lantinga
preached a sermon on Genesis 12.

The closing address ofthe four-day program was given by Dr.
Lyndem.He expounded on Isaiah 48:17,“The Lord teaches you to
profit and will direct you where you should go,” and said that
enriched faculty should never be a liability but an asset to the col-
lege.

In their feedback, participants made it clear that FEP Northeast
India was an academically and spiritually enriching event.“An eye
opener,” said Dr. K. Lohe (Baptist College Kohima,India).And
Dr. Sunder Singh (Somervel Memorial CSI Medical College,India)
wrote, “This is one ofthe best courses I have attended.Truly, it
has been enriching, I have learnt that as teachers we need to have
the right prospective of what we teach. Since God is the author of
all knowledge, we are mainly teaching about Him and His work on
earth. Therefore, whatever we teach in the classroom must lead us
to renewal.May God Bless IAPCHE and all members involved in
this great work of enlightening teachers of the role they play as
teachers of God’s kingdom.”

Faculty program in Northeast India
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Victor Morales, (Universidad Autonoma De Nuevo Leon, Mexico)
QUERÉTARO, MEXICO—Los asistentes al Programa de
Enriquecimiento Docente (ProED) procedentes de Guatemala,
Costa Rica,Nicaragua,Estados Unidos, y de diferentes estados de
México nos dimos cita por cuatro días a las afueras de la Ciudad de
Querétaro, bajos fríos cielos azules. El evento inició con el gran reto
de llegar hasta ILMES. Gracias a Dios llegamos todos con bien y a
tiempo para comenzar con las actividades de buen ánimo y con
gran expectativa.Todo el tiempo disfrutamos de la compañía y la
hospitalidad de la gran familia de ILMES, especialmente sus niños y
niñas.

Las sesiones de trabajo siempre iniciaron con la adoración a nuestro
Señor Jesucristo, Señor de la educación y de cada centímetro
cuadrado del mundo. Las exposiciones bíblicas de cada día
quedaron a cargo del Dr. y Rvdo. José Alcántara (Universidad
Iboamericana,Mexico).

La primera sesión del viernes 13 de noviembre estuvo a cargo del
Dr. David Naugle (Dallas Baptist University, USA) quien habló
sobre la importancia de reconocer el vínculo entre educación y
deseo dentro del marco de una cosmovisión bíblica y de la recu-
peración de algunos aspectos de la tradición grecolatina y medieval.
La educación no se puede entender sin el componente del deseo de
aprender el cual debe estar fundamentado en el amor a Dios y nue-
stro prójimo.

La segunda sesión del lunes corrió a cargo del Dr. Adolfo García de
la Sienra (Universidad Veracruzana,Mexico) quien nos habló sobre
el tema de la “navaja de Ockham”y de sus importantes consecuen-
cias para el rumbo que la filosofía habría de tomar posteriormente,
ya en los tiempos de la Reforma,especialmente en el pensamiento
de Martín Lutero. Este repaso de por la historia de la filosofía
medieval sirvió de antesala a su exposición sobre la filosofía
Reformacional.

Las respuestas estuvieron a cargo del Dr. John Paul Roberts
(Edinburg Theological Seminary,USA).Fue un intenso día con
muchos intercambios de ideas que culminó con las grupos de dis-
cusión divididos principalmente entre aquellos que trabajan en insti-
tuciones cristianas y aquellos que trabajan en instituciones seculares.

Las particularidades de una pedagogía cristiana fueron abordadas en
las sesiones del sábado 14 de noviembre las cuales estuvieron a
cargo del Hno. Daniel Aragón,director del Centro Nehemías, en
Nicaragua,y del Dr. John Van Dyk (Alta Vista Educational Services,
USA).El Hno. Daniel Aragón habló especialmente sobre los tipos
de escuelas cristianas que existen en Centroamérica y el Caribe,
muchas de las cuales están afiliadas al programa REEDUCA (Red
de Educación Cristiana de las América).Tal programa ha desarrolla-
do e implementado un currículo con base en una cosmovisión bíbli-
ca.La respuesta estuvo a cargo del Dr. Tom Soerens. El Dr. John
Van Dyk trató el tema de una pedagogía con auténtico sello cris-
tiano, aclarando términos y ahondando en los componentes de una
cosmovisión bíblica.La frase que resonó en nuestras mentes ese día
fue “ta panta”.La respuesta estuvo a cargo del Dr. Darrel
Hilbrands.

Después de otro día de arduo trabajo dimos un paseo por la señori-
al ciudad de Querétaro, cuna de la Independencia de México y lugar
también donde Maximiliano de Habsburgo fue fusilado. Todos dis-
frutamos de una noche llena de compañerismo fraternal.Al final

del recorrido, excelentemente organizado, nos dimos cita en un
restaurante donde tuvimos una noche bohemia.Nick nos sor-
prendió con su voz potente y educada.

Ya el domingo 15 de noviembre,en las sesiones a cargo de la Hna.
Ruth Padilla y del Presbítero Rafael Rodríguez se abordaron asuntos
particulares relacionados con la labor del docente y su relación con
los estudiantes especialmente dentro de un contexto secular. Las
respuestas estuvieron a cargo del Dr. Víctor Morales y el Ing. David
Bahena.

En definitiva fue una gran bendición haber asistido a este evento.

ProED equips educators from
Christian & secular institutions
by Victor Morales (Universidad Autonoma De Nuevo Leon, Mexico)
QUERÉTARO, MEXICO—Participants from Guatemala,Costa
Rica,the United States and several Mexican states came together at
a four-day faculty enrichment program in the outskirts of
Queretaro under cold blue skies. The event began with the chal-
lenge of arriving at ILMES (Instituto Libre de México de Estudios
Superiores or Free Institute ofMexicoof Higher Learning).
Thanks to the Lord we all arrived in good condition and on time to
begin the activities in good spirits and with great expectations.
During the entire time we enjoyed the company and hospitality of
the large ILMES community—especially their children.

The work sessions began with worship to our Lord Jesus Christ,
Lord of education and ofevery square centimeter ofthe world.
Each day the biblical expositions were given by Rev.Dr. Jose
Alcantara (Universidad Iboamericana,Mexico).

The first session on Friday,November 13,was given by Dr. David
Naugle (Dallas Baptist University, USA),who spoke about the
importance ofrecognizing the link between education and will
within a biblical worldview framework and ofthe recuperation of
some aspects ofthe Greco-Latin and medieval traditions.
Education cannot be understood without the component ofthe
will to learn, which should be founded in the love of God and our
neighbor.

The second session on Friday was given by Dr. Adolfo García de la
Sienra (Universidad Veracruzana,Mexico),who spoke to us about
“Ockham’s razor” and of the important consequences that the
direction ofphilosophy would later take in the Reformation, espe-
cially in the thinking ofMartin Luther. This overview of medieval
philosophical history served as a starting point for the exposition of

Programa de Enriquecimiento Docente (ProED)

continued on page 6
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As reported in the September 09 Contact, the editors of IAPCHE’s
EC09 Bridging the GapConference Proceedings launched a wiki page
so conference attendees could help presenters prepare their papers
for publication. Editors Bram de Muynck, Johan Hegeman,and
Pieter Vos met on Nov. 13 to evaluate the papers and discussions.
They noted that the wiki contributions “continued the good atmos-
phere of the conference and recalled the lively discussions ofthe
theme.” The book promises to be “a many-sided and challenging
volume,” said de Muync.

The project is on schedule with publication expected in February.

Worldview stories well received
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Mark Roques, a tutor at the West
Yorkshire School for Christian Studies, reports that his story-
based worldview curriculum,Reality Bites, is meeting with positive
response. He recently delivered a keynote lecture to about forty
Christian teachers at the annual conference for the Association of
Christian Teachers and shared four of his Reality Bitesstories with
about a thousand largely unchurched teenagers. “Again,the
response is excellent,praise God,” said Roques. In December he
will be speaking at an IAPCHE Faculty Enrichment Program in
Korea.

Driestar invites international students
GOUDA, THE NETHERLANDS—Driestar Hogeschool’s
University for Teacher Education fosters international dialogue on
education by inviting students from abroad to participate in its
three-month International Class. Ten students or recent graduates
from different cultural backgrounds and views on education join
ten Dutch students for a three-month full-time course in English.
The dialogue between participants helps all students clarify their
own ideas on education and broaden their perspective on teaching.

The next International Class will be held Sept-Nov. 2010.Because
Driestar Hogeschool wants to guarantee good tutorship and be able
to organize excursions, a limited number ofapplicants are admit-
ted.Students interested in learning more about Christian education
and what it means to be a Christian teacher are welcome to apply,
whether or not their university has an exchange agreement with
Driestar Hogeschool.The deadline for application is February
2010.For more information see www.driestar-hogeschool.nl/eng-
lish or contact Driestar at e.l.bor@driestar-educatief.nl.

New Developments in Moscow
MOSCOW, RUSSIA—Dr. Clyde Vollmers is the new Provost and
Chief Operating Officer of the Russian-American Institutein
Moscow, Russia.Dr. Vollmers has a Ph.D. in business with a spe-
cialization in strategic planning and has taught courses at the
Institute for five years,usually in the spring semester and summer
modules. He and his wife Kathy moved to Moscow in September
and are now providing full-time leadership to the program.

Former ProvostDr. David Broersmahas been appointed Dean of
the Faculty and will use his skills in the classroom and in training
faculty in the integration of faith and learning. Dr. Broersma’s
expertise is in second language acquisition.

The Russian-American Institute (formerly the Russian-American
Christian University) moved into its new campus facility in
September and,once the occupancy permit is received,will begin

using the new building for classes. To see photos ofthe Institute’s
new facility, which took eight years to complete, see its website at
www.russianamericaninstitute.org.

Clouser to speak in England
LEEDS, ENGLAND—T he School of Applied Global Ethics at
Leeds Metropolitan University has invited Prof. Roy Clouserto
give three of its public lectures March 9 and 12,2010,and has
asked the West Yorkshire School of Christian Studies to host
the first of them at Outwood House. Lecture titles are The Myth of
Religious Neutrality, Does Religion have any Right to be in the
Public Square? and Global Responsibility:a North American
Christian Perspective.Clouser will also give a chapel address at the
London School of Theology.

EC09 Proceedings on schedule

Reformational philosophy.

Dr. John Paul Roberts (Edinburg Theological Seminary,USA) was
in charge of the question and answer time. It was an intense day
with many exchanges of ideas that culminated with discussion
groups divided mainly along lines ofthose who were involved with
Christian institutions and those involved with secular institutions.

On Saturday,Nov. 14,the particularities ofChristian pedogogy
were addressed by Daniel Aragon (director of the Nehemiah
Center, Nicaragua) and Dr. John Van Dyk (Alta Vista Educational
Services, USA).Aragon spoke about the types ofChristian schools
that exist in Central America and in the Caribbean,many of which
are associated with REEDUCA (Red de Educación Cristiana de las
América).This program has developed and implemented a curricu-
lum based on a biblical worldview. The response was given by Dr.
Tom Soerens (Universidad Evangélica de las Americas, Costa Rica).

Dr. John Van Dyk discussed the theme ofa pedagogy with an
authentic Christian seal,trying to clear up some ofthe terminalogy
and digging deeper into the components ofa biblical worldview.
The phrase that stayed in our minds that day was “ta panta”(“the
whole”).The response was given by Dr. Darrel Hilbrands (ILMES,
Mexico).

After another day of work we were given a tour ofthe old city of
Queretaro, the birthplace ofMexican Independence and the place
where Maximilian ofthe Hapsburgs was executed.All of us
enjoyed an evening offellowship. At the end ofthe excellently
organized tour we dined together at a local restaurant where Nick
Lantinga (IAPCHE,USA) surprised us with his tremendous and
well-trained voice.

On Sunday,Nov. 15,in the sessions given by Ruth Padilla DeBorst
(Instituto para la Promoción de la Educación Superior Cristiana en
América Latina,Costa Rica) and the presbyter Rafael Rodriguez
(Iglesia Naciónal Presbiteriana de México and Presbyterian Church
of America,Mexico),we talked about things related to the teacher’s
task and the relation of teachers to students, emphasizing this rela-
tionship in a secular context. The responses were given by Dr.
Victor Morales (Universidad Autonoma De Nuevo Leon,Mexico)
and David Bahena (International Fellowship ofEvangelical
Students, Mexico).

It was definitely a great blessing to have attended this event.

Mexico training program
continued from page 5
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In June 2009,Executive Director Nick Lantinga asked Dr. Justin
Cooper, president ofRedeemer University College (Canada),to
head up a new endeavor: IAPCHE’s Institutional Services Study
Committee. The ISSC is charged with three tasks:surveying current
institutional needs;surveying current institutional resources, and
recommending strategic initiatives that IAPCHE provide to institu-
tions, primarily its own members

Two recent events have made us more aware of the importance of
institutional services. First, in April the European Regional
Conference conclusions included an explicit request from our insti-
tutional members that IAPCHE provide institutional networking
services. Second,in response to many requests from Indian institu-
tions for networking and informational services, IAPCHE autho-
rized Dr. J.Dinakarlal,Asia/Oceania Regional Director, to convene
a trial principals’conference. The first Principals’Conference tar-
geted participation from 30 instituions. It served approximately 60
institutions and received an overwhelmingly positive response. A
major outcome ofthe conference was the clear desire to develop
the workldwide network of Christian institutions.

A brief survey suggests that there are currently no institutional
level services provided globally.Some national associations provide
some services, but many institutions, particularly in the rapidly
expanding regions ofthe Global South and East,are without
important services.

The committee consists ofleaders from all five of IAPCHE’s
regions:Dr. Kees Boele, Rector ofEde Christian University
(Europe);Dr. Lal Chununga,President ofSerampore College
(Asia/Oceania);Dr. Justin Cooper, President ofRedeemer
University College (North America);Dr. Darrel Hilbrands, Rector
of Instituto Libre De Mexico De Estudio Superiores (Latin
America);and Dr. Joseph Ilori, President ofEvangelical Seminary
of Southern Africa (Africa) Additionally,Dr. Lantinga serves as
resource person and secretary to the committee, ensuring the
smooth transfer of recommendations to the Board and into
IAPCHE’s regular operations. Committee meetings are conducted
virtually via email,Skype, and conference calls.

To assist the ISSC, institutional members are encouraged to com-
plete an online survey at this link:
https://iapche.wufoo.com/forms/iapche-survey-on-international-
collaboration/

Bangkok Conference for Principals
Plans are underway for a second Principals Conference in May
2010.A brochure was included in the mailing ofthis issue of
Contactto member institutions. You may also access the conference
information at http://www.iapcheprincipals2010.vpweb.com/

Collaborative Research Project on Track
The collaborative global research project on Christian higher educa-
tion, cosponsored by IAPCHE,Calvin College’s Nagel Institute for
the Study of World Christianity, and Baylor University, has complet-
ed surveys of CHE institutions around the world. Initial analysis of
collected data indicates that while many public educational institu-
tions have declined over the last century,Christian higher education
has grown in Africa,Latin America,and Asia,with a continuing
upward trend.The number ofCHE institutions has not changed
significantly in Oceania and the Middle East and has decreased in
North America.

For this part of our research project we focused on “those universi-
ties or colleges that use their Christian vision or identity as one of
the organizing paradigms”(Benne 2001) and are BA, MA, and/or
PhD granting institutions;no special-focus institutions (seminaries,
teacher colleges, etc.) are included.The project is examining little-
known information about the educational and social nature of
these institutions, such as enrollment trends, tuition rates, programs
of study,and  institutional vision and direction.It should also
reveal how much Christian higher education varies across cultural
contexts and connections to earlier missionary movements.

The collected data has now been distributed to regional authors
(See box below.) for analysis. The commissioned articles will con-
nect and refine the global survey research with context-specific
trends and will be published in a collection in the latter halfof
2010.This collection,along with the survey and research report and
a global database ofChristian institutions ofhigher education, will
provide an assessment ofthe extent to which Christian colleges
and universities worldwide ‘deliberately bring the resources ofthe
Christian faith to bear’upon their main academic work.

By working together around the world this project can provide
insights which would prove impossible for any one scholar to pro-
vide individually. It has the potential to strengthen,encourage,
enlarge and enlighten the network of Christian scholars now being
served by IAPCHE.

Institutional Services Study
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Authors : Global Christian Higher Education

Intr oduction: Joel Carpenter, Calvin College (USA)

Africa: Faith Nguru ,Daystar University (Kenya)
Nig eria: Musa Gaiya ,University Of Jos (Nigeria)
East Africa: Victor Cole, Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of
Theology (Kenya) 

East Asia: Dan Bays ,Calvin College (USA)
China: Peter Ng ,Centre For Religious & Spirituality Education (Hong
Kong)
Korea:Kuk Won Shin,Chongshin University & Seminary (South
Korea)

Europe:Perry L.Glanzer, Baylor University (USA)
Post-Communist Europe:James Arthur, Canterbury Christian
Church University (United Kingdom)

Latin America:Ruth Padilla DeBorst, Instituto para la Promoción de
la Educación Superior Cristiana en América Latina (Costa Rica)
Mexico: Jose Alcantara Mejia,Universidad Iboamericana (México)
Brazil: Alejandre Brasil Fonseca,Universidade Federal de Rio de
Janeiro (Brazil)

Nor th America:Rich Gathro, Nyack Universicty (USA)
Canada:Harry Fernhout,The King’s University College (Canada)
United States:Bill Adrian,Oklahoma Wesleyan University (USA)

South/Southeast Asia: David Lim,Asian School Of Development &
Cross-cultural Studies (Philippines)
Philippines: Melba Maggay,Institute for Studies in Asian Church and
Culture (Philippines)
India: Susheila Williams, CSI Bishop Appasamy College of Arts &
Sciences (India)

Associations in CHE: Nick Lantinga,IAPCHE (USA)
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Bishop Danilo O. Bantilan Th.D.,DRE
Founding President of
Asian Revival College of Theology, Inc.
www.arcteduc7.com

Those who can do;those who cannot,teach; those who cannot
teach, teach education. This kind ofstatement describes the
Filipino system in more ways than one. Education is too important
to neglect or hand over to those who cannot or do not know how
to educate children and young adults. Filipino colleges do not have
a philosophy of education that can be called unified,nor do they
have an elaborate world-view set for their students. Instead,they
have a unified opposition to Christianity. If education is to produce
something good,there must be an inclusion ofmorality into that
system.If that system ofeducation desires to reject morals or reli-
gion,that educational system will have no possibility ofcreating a
productive moral system,Modern education today has become uni-
fied on morals by adopting Anti-Christian philosophy as a basis for
its education. Humanistic and communistic hatred of Christianity is
and will continue to prevail.Because ofa lack of serious philo-
sophical studies, American and Filipino education has lowered its
standards, compromised with commercialism,and distinguished by
mediocrity. There are,as a result,two trends going on in Filipino:1)
government-propagandized vocational training which aims to crush
private institutions by high taxes and eliminate home schooling;2)
small free institutions committed to the liberal arts. But this is not
philosophy,or a philosophy of education that could be beneficial to
Filipino education.

There is only one philosophy that can unify education and life,and
that is the philosophy of Christian theism.Not to fight each other
in the area ofreligion that claim who’s right and who’s not right,
but rather promoting unity in diversity focusing on what is morally
and ethically right based on the Scripture.Often times there have
been wars against religion.Traditionally, religious wars were fought
with swords and sieges;today, they often are fought with books.

In literary circles these battles have usually been fought at the
extremes. Humanists deny the Christian God and think they can
shape young minds ofthe future for the better. Christianity is a
supernatural religion that says no one is good,no not one, and that
God is the only savior through his son Jesus Christ.Men would
rather not think about this and would rather think about the uni-
verse as a self-contained world with no possibility ofthe supernat-
ural.For the humanist,things just are.Historical events are all just a
bunch of brute facts that men should accept with no cohesion at
all.But who will prove that life has any meaning ifhistory has no
meaning? Ifhistory has no meaning, and world-views are irrelevant,
then Jesus Christ is irrelevant.

There is a greater problem,though,at stake. The greater Christian
community in the 21st century is simply not Christian.Will one jus-
tifiably say there are more than thousands ofChristian denomina-
tions in America,even in the Philippines, and then say, at the same
time, there is nothing to be done about the Ten Commandments
being taken out ofthe school or that prayer is abolished from it?
Mysticism has replaced Christianity in most churches today as well

as in books written by secular humanists about philosophies of
education. As a matter of fact,if the secular humanist is right,then
the reader is wasting his time with this paper as well.

What worldview will people choose that will promote a solid phi-
losophy of education?Skepticism cannot be chosen as a philosophy
of education. Skepticism is not a worldview. It is a denial ofevery-
thing. Skepticism must live according to some rule—not by no rule.
They must choose that God is God or there is no God.That makes
them atheists, not skeptics. Skepticism just leads them to their
worldview.

Atheists, in general assert there is no god,but to do this, they must
themselves become omniscient to know this. They become god by
denying God.The pantheist must do the same or their systems col-
lapse. But either way,they still collapse for no one worshipped
Bertrand Russell and paid him homage.Atheism can produce no
evidence in its favor. None of the events ofthings in the world can
validly support the conclusion that no God exists. Atheists try to
set themselves on the scientific method ofverification. Again,they
cannot set themselves to this because the scientific method cannot
prove that the past was like the present or that the future will even
be;nor can it prove that the present is like the present.

The truth of the Bible is the basic axiom ofChristian theism which
destroys a non-omniscient atheist making omniscient claims
because it alone holds the theistic worldview of a God who not
only has given men morals and a purpose for life, but demonstrates
by divine revelation that every other religious or philosophical view
is impossible to hold consistently.

What alternative is there to Christian theism? Whatever philosophy
is chosen,the first principles ofphilosophy will control the general
tenor of a person’s life. There is no neutral education. The moment
someone takes theism out ofthe picture,a new worldview comes
into play.

How then,knowing that school systems are basically run by gov-
ernmental agencies, can Christians be silent about theistic issues?
Some schools want to give students control over the curriculum in
order to find out what their needs are and how they feel about such
things. This is ludicrous. They come to learn, not to control. How
much does the student know about what he has come to learn?
Children need guidance by people who are not afraid to assert lead-
ership. Anyone can watch a secret camera from 60 Minutesin a 5th
grade classroom in a Filipino elementary school demonstrating that
the teacher has no control over the class. Really she has become the
referee in a bar fight,and hopes she can intervene in enough time
before someone gets hurt.

This is all to say that educational policies ofany educator or school
system derive their character from an underlying philosophy.
Christianity is attacked on educational fronts because Christianity is
exclusivist and has all the answers everyone needs, and people hate
that. Today,Christianity is attacked all through the public school 

A Christian Philosophy of Education CHE Forum is designed to assist our members to reflect on the
implications of our Christian worldview for our task as educators.
We invite similar essays and/or responses that focus on the prac-

tice of teaching from a Christian perspective. For subsequent
issues ofContact, submit essays of approximately 900 words to

iapche@dordt.edu.

continued on page 9
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New Saint Andrews College
MOSCOW, USA—Located in thepicturesque Palouse hills of
Moscow, Idaho, New Saint Andrews College offers classical
Christian post-secondary education. The College’s primary objective
is to educate young Christian men and women broadly and deeply
in the liberal arts from a distinctively Christian,Reformed perspec-
tive,to equip them for lives of faithful service to the Triune God
and His kingdom and to encourage the use oftheir gifts for the
growth of Christian culture.

Among Christian colleges and universities, New Saint Andrews has
led the revival of the “classical Christian liberal arts” approach to
higher education. According to the college’s website, “It’ s the same
education that shaped many of the founders of our country and
defined higher education a little more than a century ago.”

Patterned after the Harvard curriculum of1643,with small group
recitations and oral exams, New Saint Andrews integrates the lan-
guages, history,philosophy and culture of classical antiquity and
Western tradition in the light ofScripture. The college offers asso-
ciate and bachelor’s degrees in Liberal Arts and Culture,a master’s
degree in Trinitarian Theology & Culture and a master’s degree and
graduate certificate in Classical Christian Studies.

New Saint Andrews College graduates have gone on to pursue
advanced study at Oxford, Notre Dame, Duke, Vanderbilt and St.
John’s and careers in law, business, writing, health care,economics,
technology,teaching, and the ministry.

The college limits enrollment to no more than 200.Students come
from 20 different Christian denominations, 35 states and eight for-
eign countries. Tuition is less than halfof the average private col-
lege or university, and the college also offers the option oflocking
in tuition rates for four years.

New Saint Andrews is located in
the historic Skattaboe Block build-
ing (pictured right) on Friendship
Square in downtown Moscow, a
town of 21,000.Moscow is also
home to Credenda Agenda maga-
zine, Canon Press, Logos School,
the Association of Classical
Christian Schools and two thriving
Reformed Evangelical churches.

President Roy Alden Atwood,Ph.D., has been involved with the
college since its inception in 1994,assuming leadership of New
Saint Andrews in 2000.For more information, see www.nsa.edu.

St. Andrews University College
ABUJA, NIGERIA—Established in May 2003,this young Christian
institution ofhigher learning currently enrolls 70 students and
meets at the Grande Ville Academy in Abuja.Though struggling
financially, the St.Andrews community diligently pursues its mis-
sion,which is “training future Christian leaders for academic excel-
lence and noble character to face global challenges and fulfill des-
tiny.” (See photos next column.)

St.Andrews is recognized and accredited by the Nigerian govern-
ment.It grants degrees in the following disciplines:Theological
Arts and Sciences (divinity studies, missions and ministries, biblical
and legal studies, political science, theology);Education 

(administration/management,guidance/counseling,
curriculum/instruction,education, psychology,Christian philoso-
phy);Management (accounting, business administration, economics,
computer science, public administration, church
management/administration, Christian leadership);and Public
Health (public and environmental health).

Dr. Gara A. James serves as president ofthe college. Partner insti-
tutions are Nations University in Brentwood,Tenn.,USA,and
School of Environmental Health,Jimma University, Ethiopia,East
Africa.For more information, write to saueduc@yahoo.com.

Christian Philosophy of Education

system.Textbooks attacking Christianity used in the school system
are not illegal,but books on creationism are illegal.Teachers can
deny creation and the Ten Commandments, but they cannot rec-
ommend Christianity or Christian values to the students. The
school system that ignores God teaches their students to ignore
God.This demonstrates that the public school system hates God,
does not want their students to learn about God,and has openly
legalized atheism.

The object ofeducation is truth. God is truth. More advanced
students should transmit truth to the younger pupils and the dis-
covery of new truth.Here,protestants should be supporting a
Christian governmental structure and not a pagan governmental
one. Christianity must affirm the divinely given powers of the state
and also its God-imposed limitations by having a foundation by
which Christian schools can thrive.Education should start in the
home, move to the church and finally use the tools ofthe state for
the glory of God.

It is important to have Christian education from kindergarten to
the university level.This does not mean every person should be
trained as a minister ofthe Gospel or theologian,but that every
sphere of life is arrested by the teaching of the Bible, from the ear-
liest years to the latter. Family consists as an important part of edu-
cation of the country. Without parents taking responsibility for
their children,and teaching them values from the Bible, they are
left with no weapons to deal with the outside world. Education,
properly understood,is not about preparing a youth for this or that
specific type ofvocation, but for preparing them to be men.He
should not be thrown into a pagan school system to learn how
to be a man.They do not teach that there. They teach them
how to be animals.

Can moral education be grounded in naturalism then? No.
Empirical philosophy that repudiates revelation cannot provide any
morals for anything whatsoever. So a Christian philosophy of edu-
cation is grounded in the image of God, the God who gave that
image,and the Bible which explains the revelation of God to men.
Really, if God is banished from the education system,from society
itself, how can society ask anyone to keep on living?

continued from page 8



Contact • December 2009

I A P C H E  B O A R D

10

Developing networks is one ofthe primary ways IAPCHE helps
foster integral Christian higher education around the globe. And it’s
never been easier to network! The proliferation of social and busi-
ness virtual networking sites gives IAPCHE members several ways
to share ideas.

LinkedIn
IAPCHE maintains a group on LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com).
Charles Hale, Professor at Saint Leo University, has started a dis-
cussion with this question:“Aside from being Christ centered,how
is teaching Christianly different from teaching humanely?”

FaceBook
Take a look at our FaceBook page
and become a fan.Go to www.face-
book.com and search for
“International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher
Education.”

Skype
Download Skype for free and you
can call,video call and instant mes-
sage other Skype contacts around
the globe at no cost
(www.skype.com).The IAPCHE
online directory now includes mem-
bers’Skype names.

www.iapche.org
Our website has a fresh look with
new navigation tabs. Click on
“Member Directory” to view the
listings for members—individuals,
affiliates, and institutions.

Directory 
enhancement
An IAPCHE member suggested
that we list email addresses creative-
ly in our directory to try deter
“spambots”from harvesting email
addresses automatically. That is why
now you will see [at] and [dot] in
the listings! 

Payment options 
for annual dues
Your annual dues help provide
funds for regional support, publica-
tions, conferences, maintenance of
the website directory and staff
salaries. Individuals, affiliates, and
institutions can now renew mem-
bership online. To be better stew-
ards of our funds, we are now send-
ing dues notices by email rather
than postal mail.If you prefer to
receive a paper dues notice, please
contact our office to request it.

Payment methods
Payment by credit card is now possible on our website via Paypal,
Master Card, Visa,Discover, and American Express, as well as pay-
ment from your bank account.A check in U.S. dollars may be
mailed to our U.S. office. If PayPal is not possible, some members
arrange for a U.S. colleague to send a check for them.Bank transfer
is another possibility. In order to make the bank fee more palatable,
some members choose to pay for more than one year at a time or
to make one transfer to cover several members' dues. Our regional
offices for Africa and Asia/Oceania also accept dues payments.
IAPCHE and the regional councils share dues 50/50.If it more
convenient for you,contact the regional directors to arrange pay-
ment:Dr. J.Dinakarlal:AsiaOceania@IAPCHE.org and Rev.Isaac
Mutua:CPCHEA_admin@CPCHEA.org.

Dr. Thinandavha Derrick
Mashau
North-west University
PO Box 20004
Noordbrug 2522
Republic Of South Africa
Phone:27-18-299-1848
Fax:27-18-294-8952
kwstdm@puk.ac.za 
(Term expires December 2010)

Mrs. Mrinalini Da vid
Bishop Appasamy College of Arts
and Sciences, 129 Race Course
Road,Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
641 018,India
Phone:91-422-221-1840
Fax:91-422-221-8738
csibacas@gmail.com
(Term expires December 2010)

Dr. Henk Jochemsen
General Director, Prisma,
Randhoeve 227A
3995 GA Houten  
The Netherlands
Office:(31) 30 2219680
Fax:(31) 30 6364131
hjochemsen@prismaweb.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. José Alcántara-Mejía, Chair
Universidad Iberoamericana
Prolongacion Reforma 880,DF,
Mexico City CP 01210 Mexico
Home:(52) 55 2563 0669
Office:(52) 55 5950 4045
FAX: (52) 55 5950 4283
joseralcantara@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Dr. John Hiemstra
The King’s University College
9125 - 50 Street
Edmonton AB T6B 2H3 Canada
Home:(1) 780 454-0568
Office:(1) 780-465-3500 ex. 8040
Fax:(1) 780-465-3534
john.hiemstra@kingsu.ca
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev. Isaac Mutua
Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Home:(254) 72 388 7221
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. David S. Lim 
Asian School of Development &
Cross-Cultural Studies
Adelina Condo 1,25 Columbia Cor.
Yale St.,Cubao, Quezon City 1109
Philippines
Phone:632-439-8568
E-mail:cmiphil53@yahoo.com
(Term expires December 2011)

Rev.Dr. Sarolta Fodor-Nagy
Károli Gáspár University 
Szolnoki út 2 
Nagykôrös, h-2750
Hungary
Phone:36-53-351-393
Fax:36-53-351-393
sarolta.fn@gmail.com 
(Term expires December 2010)

Prof. Alexandre Brasil Fonseca
Universidad Federal do Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro 21949-900 RJ Brazil
Home:(55) 21 2437 4036
Mobile:(55) 21 9212 8048
abrasil@nutes.ufrj.br,
abpalm@uol.com.br
(Term expires December 2009)

Dr. Joel Carpenter, Vice-Chair
Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity, Calvin College,3201
Burton St.SE,Grand Rapids MI
49546 USA,Home:(1) 616-248-4387
Office:(1) 616-526-7155
Fax:(1) 616-526-6682
jcarpent@calvin.edu
(Term expires December 2009)
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For more information on any item below, contact the IAPCHE member (in bold type). Consult the member directory at www.iapche.org for contact info.

AMECES to hold business meeting
QUERÉTARO, MEXICO—The Mexican Association of Christian
Schools ofHigher Education (Asociación Mexicana de Escuelas
Cristianas de Educación Superior – AMECES) will hold a business
meeting Jan.22-23,2010 for its members and interested institu-
tions. The agenda includes election ofboard members,statutes and
bylaws, and logo and slogan.The meeting will be held at ILMES,
Ministerios Pan de Vida;Camino Pan de Vida KM 0.463;Ejido Los
Ángeles;Ciudad Corregidora,Querétaro. Email pandvida@hot-
mail.com to confirm attendance.

Zuidervaart book serves as session topic
TORONTO, CANADA—Lambert Zuidervaart’s book Social
Philosophy after Adorno(Cambridge University Press, 2007) was a ses-
sion topic at the annual Critical Theory Roundtable in New York
City, Sept. 19-20.Three scholars commented on the book,and
Lambert responded.The bookreceived a favorable review in the
latest issue ofPhilosophia Reformata, published by the Association for
Reformational Philosophy in the Netherlands (see issue 74 (2009):
161-64).Zuidervaart is a senior member at the Institute for
Christian Studies.

In November Zuidervaart was an invited speaker at a symposium
on “Religion in the Public Sphere” hosted by the Centre for Ethics,
Public Policy and the Professions at the University of North
Florida.Taking up claims by both Hegel and Habermas, Zuidervart
argued that religion is intrinsically a public matter and demonstrated
this in religion’s relationships to the state and civil society.
Lambert’s aim was to provide a reformational perspective on recent
discussions about the appropriateness ofreligious claims and prac-
tices in public arenas.

Trinity Christian adds 
criminal justice program
PALOS HEIGHTS, USA—Trinity Christian College added a
criminal justice program in 2009 and welcomed Dr. Dennis
Connelly as its first professor. Connelly is a former Chicago police
officer and a graduate of Loyola University. Student enrollment in
the program has been higher than anticipated.

ICS moves to cut space costs
TORONTO, CANADA—The Institute for Christian Studies
needed to cut expenses by 40 percent in order to survive the cur-
rent economic crisis. In order to avoid severely reducing salaries,
the Institute worked on cutting its space costs by 75 percent.That
involved relocating its library to the parish hall ofSt.Stephen’s-on-
the-Hill Anglican Church, moving its second floor offices into the
former library space on the first floor, and renting out the second
floor. In his October newsletter, ICS President Robert Sweetman
noted “the quiet accumulation of wonders” that surrounded these
efforts. Despite the economic downturn, a stable renter was found
for the second floor. ICS was also able to lease an additional suite
on the first floor and still stay within their tightened budget.Junior
members creatively arranged offices in the new spaces that worked
for everybody. The ICS community gives thanks to God.

Groundwork laid for Liberian university
MONROVIA, LIBERIA—Rev.Dongo Pewee, executive director
of the African Education Foundation, reports that his September
2009 trip to Liberia for the purpose oflaying the groundwork for
starting the University of West Africa was very successful.Pewee
met with many government officials to discuss the university pro-
ject,which was received with great enthusiasm.Officials included
the Commissioner ofHigher Education in Liberia and legislators
representing the region where the university will be built. “The
Lord has opened doors for his work,” wrote Pewee from Liberia in
September. “The government and even the uneducated street sell-
ers are hungry for quality education. The nation is about to grant us
land to build the university. I’m beginning to see that this university
project could be the instrument God could use to unite the
Christian community, strengthen his church, and expand the wit-
ness ofthe Gospel.Oh how hungry people are for truth and posi-
tive Christian leadership.”

Radio program promotes 
ongoing reformation
MANAGUA, NICARAGUA—Individual member Marcelino
Bassettshares that the Interchurch Center for Theological and
Social Studies (Centro Inter-Eclesial de Estudios Teologicos y
Sociales or CIEEETS) commemorated the Protestant Reformation
by devoting their radio program to the theme ofreforming gender
and human rights for four Wednesdays in October. The programs
included interviews, biblical reflections, and Latin American
Christian music.

Jochemsen joins NET board
PUTTEN, NETHERLANDS—Prof. dr. ir. Henk Jochemsen, lec-
turer in Reformational Philosophy at Wageningen University, joined
the board of NET F oundation in September. NET helps theolog-
ical institutions at home and abroad with the implementation of
digital distance education. Jochemsen is also the general director of
Prisma,an association of Christian development organizations.

Jochemsen shared his reasons for joining the board: “My motiva-
tion is that Bible-based theology education is essential for the
church of Christ.Especially in those parts of the world where the
church is growing, this type ofeducation is essential for a healthy
growth,not only in number but also in the knowledge and the
grace ofChrist.Modern communication techniques can play an
important supportive role in this education, especially in situations
where distances are great and daytime education is not feasible.
However, distance education via the Internet does require careful

REGIONREGION AL AL ADADVISORSVISORS
Advisors are long-time members of IAPCHE who advise the Secretariat

regarding regional developments.
Africa Region - Prof. Godfrey Nguru

Vice-Chancellor, Daystar University
vc@daystar.ac.ke

Asia/Oceania Region - Dr. Bong-Ho Son
President,Donduk Women’s University

bongson@snu.ac.kr

Europe Region - Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya
Rector, St.Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy

rector@srph.ru

Latin America Region - Dr. Sidney Rooy
Professor Emeritus ofChurch and Mission History

ISEDET, Biblical University of Latin America,and IMDELA
smrooy@aol.com

North America Region - Dr. Richard Gathro
Assistant to the President,Dean,Nyack College

richard.gathro@nyack.edu
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planning and supervision,and NET tries to realize this. In my work
for Prisma,I am involved with development cooperation and I also
hope that NET’s technology and knowledge will turn out to be use-
ful in this respect.”

In October NET representatives visited theological institutions in
Windhoek (Namibia),Pretoria,Johannesburg,Stellenbosch,
Bloemfontein,Potchefstroom,and Mukhanyo (South-Africa) to
exchange information on digital theology education and to explore
the possibility ofcooperative agreements.

ICS offers non-degree evening courses 
TORONTO, CANADA—The Institute for Christian Studiesis
launching a series ofsix-week evening courses that will bring bibli-
cal interpretation to life.Crossfireis a new venture in theological
reflection with an open future. With its Crossfireofferings, ICS will
explore the possibility ofa non-degree continuing education pro-
gram.

The first course, “Apocalypse then (and now),” will be taught by
ICS Senior Member in theology Nik Ansell and will explore apoca-
lyptic themes and passages in the book ofDaniel,the Gospels and
Paul,leading up to a study of the Book ofRevelation. Future
courses will explore topics such as gender and resurrection,heaven
and earth, genocide and the Book ofJoshua and Jesus’way of
reading Scripture. They will be open to the public and will be very
competitively priced.For further details, write to Ansell at
nikansell@hotmail.com.

Kuiper-Stout interview published
TORONTO, CANADA—An interview of Jeffrey Stout by Ron
Kuipers,a senior member at the Institute for Christian Studies,
has been published in The Other Journal.

In this wide-ranging interview, Jeffrey Stout reflects upon some of
the themes ofhis 2004 book Democracy and Traditionand describes
the bright hope he places in the ever-present political potential for
sleepers to awaken,challenge the status quo, and imagine and
achieve more edifying possibilities for our future life together. To
read this article, visit
http://www.theotherjournal.com/article.php?id=867.

Christian Higher Education Month 
celebrates partnerships, achievements
WASHINGTON, D.C., USA—The Coalition of Christian
Colleges and Universities (CCCU) designated the month of
October as Christian Higher Education Month.The Coalition
sponsored several events to celebrate the role of Christ-centered
colleges in the history of America,as well as the personal and pro-
fessional benefits campuses provide students. This year, events
focused on various partnerships CCCU has with leading organiza-
tions in the areas ofhumanitarian relief, education and sustainabili-
ty. Some ofthese were World Vision,Teach for America and the
student-led creation care group Renewal.These groups and causes
will also play a role in CCCU’s upcoming 2010 International Forum
on Christian Higher Education.

ICS’s Sweetman speaks at Dordt College
SIOUX CENTER,USA—Institute for Christian StudiesSenior
Member Robert Sweetmantraveled to Dordt College in Sioux
Center, Iowa,in October. He led many class discussions and pre-
sented a version of his Worldview Conference “Another Brick in
the Wall” lectures of2008.

CHE launches international business,
communication programs
EDE, NETHERLANDS—Christelijke Hogeschool Ede, a
Christian university of applied sciences, is offering two new semes-
ter programs in International Business and Communication begin-
ning in February 2010.The programs bring together students from
around the world to increase their cross-cultural understanding,
international awareness and experience working with an interna-
tional team.The programs, “International business from a value-
based perspective” and “International communication/Public rela-
tions,” include courses in corporate social responsibility;business
ethics;social,cultural,and technological developments;cross-cul-
tural communication; and international business or communication.

Students interested in the business program should contact Drs.
H.R.van Maanen,hrvmaanen@che.nl,and those interested in com-
munication should contact Drs. T. Veen,tveen@che.nl, immediate-
ly. See www.che.nl/english for more information.

ARIHE director retires
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—Dr. Frank Roberts, after serving for
seven years as the executive director of the Association of
Reformed Institutions ofHigher Education (ARIHE),retired from
that position after the most recent meeting at Providence Christian
College in Ontario, Calif., USA.ARIHE is an organization of ten
colleges and universities that are committed to a Reformed
approach to teaching and scholarship. The organization in the past
has met twice yearly on the campuses ofmember institutions and
in the future will begin meeting on an annual basis.

Dr. Justin Cooper, soon to be retiring as president ofRedeemer
University College in Ancaster, Ont.,Canada,is succeeding Frank
as executive director ofARIHE.

Edserv International website online
BUSAN, KOREA—Richard and Annette Edlin send greetings
from Korea and invite readers to check out the new Edserv
International website at www.edservinternational.org. The website
articulates the mission and methods ofthe organization, which
“seeks to provide reformational Christian education and teacher
training services to Christian communities and individuals wherever
it is needed irrespective of political boundaries or the recipients’
ability to pay.” The website was designed by the Edlin’s daughter-in-
law Nina.It’s fresh looking and user friendly.with articles, updates
and information for both educators and donors.
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Avant participates in peace conference
WACO, USA—Professor Gayle Avant (Baylor University) partici-
pated in a conference titled “From Two Narratives to Building a
Culture of Peace”It was sponsored by the International Council of
Christians and Jews and met in Israel November 3-11,2009.

Blomberg critiques Gardner 
dichotomy of intelligences, values
TORONTO, CANADA—Doug Blomberg’s article, “Multiple
Intelligences, Judgment,and the Realization of Value”has been
accepted for publication in an upcoming issue ofEthics and
Education. This is a sympathetic critique ofcognitive psychologist
Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences.

Gardner favours an education in which students come “to under-
stand the most fundamental questions ofexistence .. . familiarly,
the true, the beautiful,and the good,” yet he claims to exclude the
realm ofvalues from an intrinsic role in any of the intelligences;
furthermore,the intelligences have no role to play in respect to val-
ues.

Blomberg argues that this dichotomy is detrimental to Gardner’s
educational goals and that an integral conception,one that
acknowledging that normativity is essential for the operation of
intelligence and that pursuit of values is itselfan intelligent under-
taking, would better support Gardner’s educational vision with a
more comprehensively pluralistic view of knowing. For more infor-
mation about this journal,visit
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/17449642.asp. Blomberg is
a senior member ofthe Institute for Christian Studies.

India government asks AIACHE 
to publish judgments
NEW DELHI, INDIA—T he All-India Association for Christian
Higher Education (AIACHE) has been requested by India’s
National Commission for Minorities to compile and publish the
third volume of“Judgements ofMinority Rights.” It will contain
High Court and Supreme Court verdicts during the period 1996-
2009.Two volumes containing judgments delivered before 1995
were published by AIACHE some years ago.

Christians develop AIDS prevention 
curriculum for African schools
HAMILTON, CANADA—Worldwide Christian Schools
(WWCS) has partnered with the Reformed Church of East Africa
(RCEA) to develop curriculum that deals with HIV/AIDS from a
Christian perspective.It is called HOPE for Today’s Generationand
was developed by African teachers for the context of the African
classroom.Davis Omanyo Wangiri,the Team Leader for Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee’s East Africa Ministry Team,
affirms that these “biblically based lesson plans [are used as] a tool
to teach children about the God-ordained value oftheir lives [and
their] bodies.”

The completed curriculum has been field-tested.WWCS seeks
funding for translation into French where appropriate, promotion
to schools and teachers and printing for distribution across the
African continent,beginning with Kenya.See “Hope for Today’s
Generation” at http://ww cs.ca/MediaandPress/News.html to learn
more.

Seminar to explore Chinese worldview
BEIJING, CHINA—The China Academic Consortium will offer
a Chinese Worldview and Philosophy course June 4-20,2010.This
two-week seminar at Renmin University in Beijing, China,enhanced
by field trips to important historical/cultural landmarks, will equip
students with a deeper understanding ofChinese philosophy and
worldview. Dr. Diane Obenchain from Harvard University (teaching
at Calvin College) will be the leading American faculty. See
http://cac.errchina.com/seminar.htm for more details and applica-
tion.

Educators respond to Tanzania’s 
need for faculty
TORONTO, CANADA—One of Adrian and Wendy
Helleman’s goals as they taught in Tanzania was to prepare the
way for other candidates with Christian Schools International and
the International Institute ofChristian Studies to help out in the
serious need for faculty in various academic fields there. They are
grateful that a number ofcolleagues have now received a welcom-
ing response from Rev.Dr. Bernardin F. Mfumbusa,vice-president
for academic affairs at St.Augustine University of Tanzania.They
ask for prayer for the Canadian and US couples considering these
assignments, particularly that God would bless them in their prepa-
ration with respect to the family,academic and financial arrange-
ments necessary to take up these challenges.

Roques interviewed by BBC
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Mark Roques, creator of the story-based
worldview curriculum RealityBites and lecturer with West
Yorkshire School of Christian Studies, was interviewed for a
BBC World Service program on Dec. 3.The topic was faith and
football,with questions on whether believers can appreciate foot-
ball more than nonbelievers,how religion and football converge
and more. The interview will air the first week ofJanuary to coin-
cide with the Africa Cup ofNations. It will be part of the weekly
“Heart and Soul”program presented by Rev.Richard Coles. The
program has 40 million listeners on all continents and can be
accessed online at www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/ (enter “Heart and
Soul” in search field).

Call for submissions

FEP Reader Project

Teaching from a Christian Worldview

One-page discussions ofyour perspective on one ofthese topics:

-  What theoretical and practical benefits do you/your 
students gain from teaching with a Christian worldview?

-  Shaping the Christian mind with a Christian worldview.
-  The structure of your Christian scholarship.
-  Examples ofteaching certain subjects in your discipline.
-  Why are you working from a Christian worldview? 

Dr. Jay Shim (Dordt College) jshim@dordt.edu 

Funded by the Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship and Service  
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in subsequent issues as is date-appropriate.

WYSOCS December Lectures with Mike Goheen
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Prof. Mike Goheen ofTrinity Western University,
Vancouver, will give a lecture seriesat the West Yorkshire School of Christian
Studies December 12-13,2009. The series will include three lectures:“The
Religious and Historical Roots of Globalization,” “A Neglected Aspect of
Congregational Care:Newbigin’s Plea for Training Laity for their Cultural
Callings,” and “Reading the Bible as One Story.” See
http://www.wysocs.org.uk/events.php for more information.

Critical Breakthroughs: International Forum on CHE
ATLANTA, USA—The Council for Christian Colleges & Universities
announces a distinguished roster ofspeakers and plenary guests for its
2010 International Forum on Christian Higher Education, February 24-26,
2010. All have demonstrated the theme ofCritical Breakthroughsin their
fields. Speakers include Richard Stearns, president ofWorld Vision;Francis
S.Collins, M.D., Ph.D., geneticist-physician,and current director of the
National Institutes ofHealth;Wendy Kopp, founder and CEO ofTeach
For America;and Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum,president ofSpelman College.
The Forum will also be attended by distinguished plenary guests
Archbishop Emeritus ofCapetown Desmond Tutu and John M.Perkins,
noted Civil Rights activist and educator. More information at
www.cccu.org/f orum2010.

Pollsters and Parishioners
GRAND RAPIDS, USA—The Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of
Religion and Politics will sponsor Pollsters and Parishioners: a Workshop on
Survey Research and American Religion June 3-9,2010. The seminar is
designed for graduate students and recent Ph.D. graduates in political sci-
ence, sociology and related disciplines who are interested in the use ofsur-
vey research in studying American religion.Selection is competitive,with
anticipated participation by 12 applicants. Travel costs and room/board will
be provided.For additional information and application, contact Corwin
Smidt;The Henry Institute;Calvin College;3201 Burton St.SE;Grand
Rapids, MI 49546.Email:smid@calvin.edu.Phone:616.526.6233.
Application materials will be accepted through March 1,with selections
made by March 23.

WYSOCS Summer Lectures with Bishop N.T. Wright
LEEDS, ENGLAND—Bishop N.T. (Tom) Wright will be the speaker at
the West Yorkshire School ofChristian Studies Summer Lectures, June 11-12,
2010. See http://www.wysocs.org.uk/events.php for more information.

Integrated Theological Program Development
BEATENBERG, SWITZERLAND—The International Councilfor
Higher Education (ICHE) will hold its next Triennial Council June 7-9,
2010, in beautiful Beatenberg,Switzerland,about 10 km from Interlaken.
Delegates will discuss Integrated Theological Program Developmentwith reference
to current urgent issues:global economic crisis, climate change,impact of
Islam,and HIV/AIDS. A major paper on “Accreditation and Validation”
will be presented,addressing the struggle faced by many Europeans, Asians
and Africans to gain recognition of their degrees. For more information
and call for papers,contact Dr. Paul Mohan Raj,
program_development@ichemail.org.

Christ, Culture and the Academy
KANSAS CITY, USA—Christ, Culture and the Academyis the theme ofthe
2010 Vision Conference ofthe International Institute for Christian Studies.
It will be held July 15-17,2010, at the Airport Hilton in Kansas City,
Missouri,and feature Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, Professor ofIslamic
Studies at the Department of Religious Studies and Missiology of the
Protestant University in Leuven,Belgium,and Dr. Harold Dean Trulear,
Associate Professor ofApplied Theology at Howard University School of
Divinity and President ofGLOBE Community Ministries in Philadelphia.

The conference will explore Christ’s purpose to influence and redeem indi-
viduals, cultures, the academy—in fact everything in the universe! It will
address questions such as, “Are we,as followers of Jesus, really having an
influence in cultures around the world?” To find out more about the con-
ference theme and venue, as well as the call for papers,see
http://www.iics.com/conference.html.

Truth Matters
TORONTO, CANADA—Truth Mattersis the latest and most ambitious in
a continuing series ofconferences on issues offaith and scholarship orga-
nized by four schools in the Reformed tradition.It is hosted by the
Institute for Christian Studies and co-sponsored by Calvin College (Grand
Rapids, MI), Dordt College (Sioux Center, IA), and the Free University
(Amsterdam).The conference will be held August 18-20,2010, in Toronto
at a site to be determined shortly. It will feature a range of scholars in vari-
ous traditions and institutions from across North America and overseas,
united in the beliefthat truth does matter but divided on what the truth
matters are. The goal of the conference is to provide a forum for interna-
tional dialogue and debate on the matters that matter most for truth.For
more information on the call for papers,or for general inquiries concerning
the conference, please e-mail the Conference Planning Committee at truth-
matters@icscanada.edu or see www.icscanada.edu/truthmatters/.

The Future of Order
AMSTERDAM, The Netherlands—The Association for Reformational
Philosophy’s next International Symposium will be one ofthe highlights of
its 75th anniversary year. Members from around the world will gather at the
Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam August 15-19,2011, to discuss The Future of
Order. Details will be posted closer to the date.

Faculty Enrichment Program
Seoul,South Korea,December 28-30,2009,IAPCHE and VESA.See
article on page 1.

Critical Breakthroughs: International Forum
on Christian Higher Education
Atlanta,USA,February 24-26,2010,Council for Christian Colleges &
Universities. Info and call for papers at www.cccu.org/f orum2010.

Calvinism for the 21st Century
Sioux Center, USA,April 8-10,2010,Dordt College,see
https://www.dordt.edu/events/calvinism/

Principals Conference
Bangkok,Thailand,May 2010,India Forum of Christian Colleges, con-
tact asiaoceania@iapche.org.

Reformed Mission in an Age of World Christianity
Grand Rapids, USA,June 15-17,2010, IAPCHE,Calvin College.See :
www.calvin.edu/go/r cc. A ten percent early registration discount is avail-
able until January 31.

Faculty Enrichment Program
Ndola,Zambia,August 2010,Northrise University, contact
cpchea_admin@cpchea.org.See article on page 3.

CHE Track - CT2010
Cape Town,South Africa,October 16-25,2010,IAPCHE, ICHE, &
IICS. Contact iapche@dordt.edu.

Media, Culture and the Public
Ede, The Netherlands, October 27-29,2010, Christian University of
Applied Sciences in Ede. See info@congress.che.nl.

IAPCHE International Conference VIII
Busan,South Korea,July 25-29,2010,Kosin University, contact
iapche@dordt.edu.

Conference Reminders - in date orderConference Reminders - in date orderConference Announcements



Building a Worldwide Network: IAPCHE 1975-2002 by
John B. Hulst, Sioux Center, Ia., Dordt College Press (2009) 64
pages. 
See http://www.iapche.org/conferenceproceedings.htm to order.
IAPCHE Executive Secretary Emeritus John Hulst has been directly and
indirectly involved in the Association since its beginning in 1975.This vol-
ume traces the Association’s history and vision ofintegral Christian higher
education until Hulst’s retirement as executive secretary in 2002.

By Good and Necessary Consequence: A Preliminary
Genealogy of Biblicist Foundationalism by Carlos Bovell,
Eugene, Ore.: Wipf and Stock (2009) 188 pages, ISBN: 978-
1606084571.
Institute for Christian Studies alumnus Carlos Bovell presents a critical
examination of the reasoning behind the “good and necessary conse-
quence”clause in the Westminster Confession ofFaith and makes observa-
tions regarding its suitability for contemporary Reformed and evangelical
adherents. In a nutshell,Bovell argues that it is not wise to structure the
Christian faith in this biblicist foundationalist way and that it is high time
alternate approaches be sought.

Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview and
Cultural Formation by James K. A. Smith, Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic (2009) 238 pages, ISBN: 978-0801035777.
Malls, stadiums, and universities are actually liturgical structures that influ-
ence and shape our thoughts and affections. Humans, as Augustine noted,
are “desiring agents,” full of longings and passions;in brief, we are what we
love.Institute for Christian Studies alumnus James K.A. Smith focuses on
the themes ofliturgy and desire in Desiring the Kingdom, the first book in
what will be a three-volume set on the theology of culture.He redirects our
yearnings to focus on the greatest good:God.Ultimately,Smith seeks to re-
vision education through the process and practice ofworship. Students of
philosophy, theology, worldview and culture will welcome this book,as will
those involved in ministry and other interested readers.

The Feminine Personification of Wisdom: A Study of
Homer’s Penelope, Cappadocian Macrina, Boethius’
Philosophia and Dante’s Beatrice by Wendy Elgersma
Helleman , Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press (2009) 348 pages,
ISBN: 978-0773446663.
This study examines the attribution of abstract values to women by analyz-
ing four characters spanning literary genres and more that 2000 years.
Penelope, Macrina,Philosophia,and Beatrice are connected by their contri-
bution to the theme ofwisdom through their use ofreason against pas-
sion.Feminine personification of reason and wisdom makes its own contri-
bution as antidote to traditional understanding of“f eminine”as “emotion-
al” or “irrational.” This book examines allegorical personification of
Sophia,or wisdom,in ancient and medieval philosophy and literature,
examining four feminine figures who personify wisdom.

The Gift of Creation: Images from Scripture and Earth
edited by Norman Wirzba, photography by Thomas Barnes, Oran,
Mo.: Acclaim Press (2009) 176 pages, ISBN: 978-1935001225.
A beautiful book featuring vivid images of the Earth and the varied forms
of life that call it home. Coupled with the images are biblically-based essays,
written by notable academics and scholars from around the globe, exploring
what scripture really says about caring for God’s creation, as well as a scien-
tific assessment ofthe state of the Earth. These essays give a current state
of the environment and a poignant and much-needed treatise on humanity’s
role in caring for God s creation. One of the chapters is by Institute for
Christian Studies adjunct faculty member Sylvia Keesmaat.

Jesus the Christ: A Survey of the Christological Quest by
Emmanuel Asante, Kumasi, Ghana: Wilas Press Ltd (2009) 224
pages, ISBN: 9988-7815-4-7.
In a careful and scholarly manner, the author makes complex Christological
concepts easily accessible to the average Christian reader. The philosophical
and Christological ideas ofhypostatic union ofChrist,communication idioma-
tumand others are carefully explained and presented to facilitate an under-

standing that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, truly human,truly divine, a
dogma which the Christian religion continues to hold and proclaim to the
world as truth. The various Christological heresies are discussed in their
cultural,philosophical and theological contexts, demonstrating that “a peo-
ple’s appropriation of Christ and his work are,to a large extent,informed
and defined by their social,political,economic and cultural situations.”
Includes bibliographical references and index. Books will be marketed by
the Methodist Book Depot,Accra (methodistbookdepot.com).For bulk
purchase contactthe author at asanteemma@hotmail.com.

The Justice Project edited by Brian McLaren, Elisa Padilla, and
Ashley Bunting Seeber, Grand Rapids: Baker Books (2009) 288
pages, ISBN: 978-0801013287.
Whether it’s extreme poverty, human rights, racism or the Middle East,
news outlets bombard us with stories about the need for justice in the
world. But how are Christians to respond to these stories and the condi-
tions to which they refer? Here’s help. Editors McLaren,Padilla,and Seeber
have gathered over 30 briefchapters by some ofthe most penetrating
thinkers in the justice conversation, including René Padilla,Peggy Campolo,
Will and Lisa Samson,Sylvia Keesmaat (of the Institute for Christian
Studies),Bart Campolo, Lynne Hybels, Tony Jones and Richard Twiss.
Divided into sections, “God of Justice,” “Book of Justice,” “Justice in the
USA,” “Just World” and “Just Church,” The Justice Project is a great resource
for anyone who wants a wide view of how Christian faith is being enacted
around the world.

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Politics
edited by Corwin Smidt , Lyman Kellstedt, and James Guth, New
York: Oxford University Press (2009) 600 pages, ISBN: 978-
0195326529.
Religion is, and has always been,a powerful force in American politics.
Over the past three decades, the study of religion and politics has mush-
roomed,going from a field of study largely ignored by the scholarly com-
munity to being a major focus ofresearch. This volume enlists noted schol-
ars in the field to write essays that examine a particular subject area and that
(a) assess the “state of the art” within that area;(b) review important find-
ings, insights and theoretical advances;(c) outline the current debates that
engage scholarly attention;and (d) raise some important but currently
understudied questions. Thus, each chapter reviews previous work, discuss-
es the findings ofthat research and speculates about the bases ofdivergent
findings related to that topic, with each essay containing an excellent bibli-
ography.

A University for the People: a History of the Institute for
Christian Studies by Robert E. Vander Vennen , with a fore-
word by Richard Mouw , Iowa: Dordt College Press (2008) 292
pages, ISBN: 978-0932914750.
A history of the first fifty years of the Institute for Christian Studies, a
graduate school in Toronto, Canada,founded by Dutch immigrants in the
1950s to inspire their relocated Christian culture and their new country.
Their plans and actions were creative and controversial,leading to research
and teaching of unique power and Christian depth.
Winner of the Leadership/Theoretical book award for non-fiction by the
Canadian Word Guild for 2009.

Contact • December 2009

B O O K S
The information below is taken from publisher’s promotional material and should not be considered a review.

15

CI06 Book Available
The English publication of the
proceedings ofthe IAPCHE Congreso
Internacional 2006(CI06) is now avail-
able. Books have been sent to conference
delegates.

Order a copies from www.iapche.org and
click on “Publications.”
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Individual Members
Jim Adams, Executive
Director, Center for Global
Learning, Azusa Pacific
University, Azusa,CA, United
States

Ing David Bahena,
Coordinador Regional Mexico,
International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students, Cortijo
Del Rio, Monterrey  N L,
Mexico

Prof. Vilma Balmaceda,Asst.
Professor ofPolitical Science,
Nyack College, Pomona,NY,
United States

Dr. Moussa Bongoyok ,
Professor ofIntercultural And
Islamic Studies/Director,
Holistic Mission Institute ofthe
Nations, Pasadena,CA, United
States

Rev Daniel Button, Head of
Department,Uganda Christian
University, Mukono, Uganda

M.en C. Maricruz Uresti
Cepeda,Campus Queretaro,
Itesm,Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Sra Paulina Lopez Cuevas,
Estudiante, Universidad De
Colima,Villa De Alvarez,
Colima,Mexico

Maday Merino Damian,
Directora Alfa y Omega,
Universidad Alfa y Omega,
Villahermosa,Tabasco, Mexico

Dr. A. De Kock, Researcher
and Head ofMaster Program
Learning & Innovation,
Christian University for Teacher
Education Driestar educatief,
Gouda,Zuid-holland,
Netherlands

Rev Rafael Rodriguez De
Leon, Edinburg Theological
Seminary,Garcia,N L, Mexico

Mr. Josue Fuentes, Language
Teacher, Universidad de Oriente,
Mérida,Yucatán,Mexico

Sr David Acosta Gonzalez,
Secretario General
Administrativo,Universidad Alfa
y Omega,Villahermosa,
Tabasco, Mexico

Maestro Abraham Gonzalez
Gutierrez, Profesor
Universitario, Instituto
Tecnologico de Queretaro,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Dr Arturo Gonzalez
Gutierrez, Profesor,
Investigador, Universidad
Autonoma de Queretaro,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

M C Fidel Gonzalez
Gutierrez, Professor,
Investigador, Universidad
Politecnica de Queretaro,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Dr. Darrel W. Hilbr ands,
Dean,Instituto Libre de Mexico
de Estudios Superiores, Ejido
Los Angeles, Corregidora
Queretaro QRO, Mexico

Profesora Leyli Matilde
Dominguez Jacob, Ministro de
Educacion,I N P Jesucyistoel
Camino, Tuxtla Gutierrez,
Chiapas, Mexico

Dr James Lagrand, Professor
of American History,Messiah
College,Grantham,PA, United
States

Dr. Hyunmin Lee, Part Time
Lecturer, Kosin University, Buk-
gu,Busan,South Korea

Rev Henry Lyan, Founder -
President,Berean Evangelical
School of Theology,C-26,
Hlaingthayar, Myanmar

Sra Maria Magdelena
Nogues, Docente, Instituto
Tecnologico de Queretaro,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Dr. Rev.Alex C. Obioha, , St
Andrews University College,
Garki, Abuja,Nigeria

Sra Cesia Torres Olivares,
Profesora,Universidad
Politecnica de Queretaro,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Rev Carlos Eleacyn Cortes
Perez, Director, Christian
United Seminary,Barranquilla,
Atlantico, Colombia

Miriam Velazquez Reyna,
Profesora de Psicologia y
Portugues, Universidad Alfa y
Omega,Villahermosa,Tabasco,
Mexico

Rev Michael Ribbens, Daniel
Center Director, Daniel Center,
Abuja,F.C.T., Nigeria

Dr. James Rooks, Dean of
Education, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, MI, United States

Ing Ricardo Diaz Sanchez,
Profesor, Instituto Libre ee
Mexico de Estudios Superiores,
Queretaro, QRO, Mexico

Mrs. Evangeline Sulabo,
University Researcher, University
of the Philippines Los Banos,
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498 Fourth Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 
51250-1606 USA
Fax:712-722-6376

Dr. Nic k Lantinga, Executive Director
Office:712-722-6343
nick@dordt.edu
Skype:nick_iapche

Mrs. Anne Maatman, Dir ector of Operations
Office:712-722-6346
iapche@dordt.edu
Skype:anne_iapche

Asia/Oceania Regional Office
Dr. J.Dinakarlal, Asia/Oceania Director
5,Holy Cross Nagar,
Nagercoil - 629 004,Tamilnadu,India
Office:(91) 4652-260153
dinalal@sancharnet.in 
Skype:dinakarlal

Africa Regional Office
Rev. Isaac Mutua,CPCHEA Dir ector
P. O.Box 3927
Kitale, 30200,Kenya
Office:(254) 54 31816
director@cpcm-kenya.org
Skype: issac-mutua

CPCHEA (Centre for the Promotion of Christian
Higher Education in Africa) is the regional 
expression ofIAPCHE in Africa.

The on-line directory at www.iapche.org lists more information about all members. 

Apply for membership on-line (Click on “Enr oll/R enew Membership”) or contact one ofthe directors (above).

Contact
The newsletter for the International Association for the Promotion of
Christian Higher Education (ISSN:1521-9631) is published quarterly to
communicate news from IAPCHE members and the work of the
Association. Issues appear in March, June, September, and December for
a total offour issues per year. The deadline for copy is the 15th of the
month previous to each issue, February 15,May 15,August 15,and
November 15.
Copy submission
Submit announcements, a paper for possible inclusion as the
Academic Insert, or an essay for possible inclusion in the CHE
Forum, to Anne Maatman,Director ofOperations, iapche@dordt.edu.
Annual subscription 
Contact is delivered electronically to all members (individual,consult-
ing, and affiliate) of IAPCHE as a benefit of the dues paid.If a member
prefers to receive a print copy by post,the subscription is $30US per
year, in addition to the membership dues. Institutional and associate
members of IAPCHE receive a print copy as a benefit of the dues paid.
Send dues and subscription fees and all address changes to IAPCHE,
Dordt College,498 4th Avenue NE,Sioux Center, IA 51250 USA.


