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IAPCHE Hosts Successful 8th International Conference at 
Baekseok University in Cheonan City, South Korea

CHEONAN CITY, SOUTH KOREA--For the first time in almost ten years, IAPCHE hosted members from across 
the globe in an international conference centered on the theme, Strengthening Christian Higher 
Education in an Era of Global Transformation. Over 150 participants from 30 different countries and 
nearly 100 different institutions gathered together on the campus of Baekseok University to explore how 
trends such as secularization, massification, the technological revolution, and instrumentalization have 
affected Christian higher education in recent years. Plenary speakers and session presenters shared 
which chal-lenges and opportunities they encounter in their various contexts around the world.

Baekseok University served as the generous host of the conference, providing outstanding hospitality 
which created a friendly environment and allowed for sessions to run smoothly. Over 40 student volunteers 
were available to welcome, guide, and serve the participants, a high-
light for many.

The program began on the evening of Monday, May 30, and conclud-
ed on the afternoon of Friday, June 3. Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday’s
program included worship, breakout sessions, and plenary sessions.
Wednesday, June 1, was completely dedicated to celebrating
Baekseok University’s 40th anniversary. On this day, participants were
introduced to Baekseok University’s history as well as vision for the
future. They were then able to tour the campus, view demonstrations
from various academic programs, and worship alongside BU students
at campus worship. Other highlights were the excursions to the Korean Independence Museum and 
Cheonan City Hall. 



It was a rare privilege to 
attend two recent
IAPCHE conferences on 
opposite sides of the 
world in the space of six 
weeks. The conference 
settings could hardly 
have been more differ-

European regional con-
ference, took place in a homey century-old former 
monastery that dominates the tiny village of Biezenmortel in 
the flat rural Dutch landscape. The second, IAPCHE’s 8th 
international conference, was held in a spectacular new 
dormitory on the impressive campus of Baekseok University 
nestled on the slopes of the steep hills surrounding Cheonan 
City, Korea. 

Two very different conferences. The first had the flavor of a 
family gathering with open doors for invited guests. The sec-
ond displayed its international character in the brightly col-
ored clothing and the varied skin tones of the participants. 
Yet it was delightful to discover a strong common thread in
these very different events. This emerged clearly in Perry 
Glanzer’s opening address at the Korea conference. He 
highlighted the “grand challenge” facing modern secular 
universities: the challenge of human identity. From their 
beginnings, Glanzer argued, a central task of universities has 
been to generate an understanding of who we are as 
human beings and what our role is in this world. But with the 
absence of a cohering worldview, modern secular universi-
ties fail to prioritize or even address this central issue. Yet the 
need for some kind of account of the meaning and pur-
pose of human is unavoidable and current answers in higher 
education focus on goals such as preparation for citizen-
ship, professional success, various cultural competencies, or 
personal happiness. None of these responses are ultimately 
adequate, Glanzer argued. Christian higher education has a 
great opportunity to respond to this “grand challenge” by 
offering a vision of human identity rooted in the biblical 
vision our creation as image bearers of God. This vision 
entails, among other things, a deep awareness that humans 
are called to reflect God in all their activities, creatively 
unfolding and stewarding all the gifts and capacities 
entrusted to them by God. Such awareness can be the 
lifeblood that flows through every discipline, animating 
learning at a Christian university. It is this vision of human

identity and flourishing that Christian higher education can
offer as good news to searching students. 

Glanzer’s “grand challenge” was both implicit and explicit 
in the in the double meaning of European conference 
theme, “Challenging vocation in higher education.” This 
conference not only ‘challenged’ (explored) understand-
ings of our human vocation, but also ‘challenged’ the role 
of the Christian higher education in forming and equipping 
students for their vocation. The European conference was 
organized and shaped primarily by three Dutch professional 
universities, i.e., institutions engaged in the preparing stu-
dents for careers in teaching, nursing, and other professions. 
One would think that such institutions would be vulnerable 
to one of the major temptations noted by Glanzer, i.e., the 
reduction of higher education to the mastery of specific 
professional competencies. But this is decidedly not the 
case. The three universities collaborate extensively on 
research projects designed to help develop deeper under-
standings of what it means to be a Christian professional, 
understandings that ultimately draw on the deep wells of a 
biblical vision of what it means to live out our vocation as 
image bearers of God. 

The European conference also illustrated that the “grand 
challenge” is not a matter of recovering a former golden 
age. Conference presenters stressed that the days of ‘thick’ 
communities, when both institutional and individual identi-
ties were largely given by one’s social/cultural context, are 
waning. Today Christian universities, and their students, live 
in ‘thin’ communities in which, for example, the ties 
between universities and faith communities are looser, and 
the relationship of individuals to their social communities is 
more casual. Both institutions and individuals need to culti-
vate and choose their identities much more intentionally. 
This means that the “grand challenge” is more important 
than ever. 

The common thread running from a village in the 
Netherlands to the hills of Korea is ultimately about the fun-
damental goal of integral Christian higher education. Both 
conferences pointed participants to this central calling and 
encouraged them to persevere and grow in this quest. It 
was a true delight to experience two different conferences, 
both fully engaged with this vital goal. 
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Two Conferences, One Thread

Harry Fernhout, Interim Executive Director ent. First, the



Reflections from Participants

“The 8th International IAPCHE conference was 

unique in several respects. . .To me our hosts 

symbolized the remarkable scope and matura-

tion of IAPCHE’s member universities from the 

global South and East . . . The questions arising 

from the audience in the sessions I attended 

were strikingly fresh and insistent. They came 

from the front lines of Christian higher educa-

tion’s new frontiers, and those asking the ques-

tions were posing them with real urgency.  

Every time Christian higher education rises in a 

new context, we see new facets of what it 

means to engage in learning that is Christian in 

perspective, purpose and practice.  I came 

home from the meeting excited about the 

prospects for our field of work.”

-Joel Carpenter, Director, 

Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA

“The level of the papers was very high. I could 

learn a lot especially in two areas: the state of 

CHE in the various continents, various contexts, 

and also on the theme of what characteristics a 

leader should have in a CHE institution. I have 

found also the occasions to meet leaders from 

other countries very helpful. . .The conference 

was organized in an excellent way, I thank all 

those who were involved from the side of 

IAPCHE and from the side of the local hosts as 

well.”

-Peter Balla, Rector, 

Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in 

Hungary, Budapest, Hungary

“Attendance of this conference was an 

inspiring experience for both of us, as it 

provided an invaluable opportunity to link with 

like-minded people globally; this was not only 

cognitively stimulating but provided 

encouragement on an emotional an spiritual 

level as well.”

-Michael Heyns, Director of School of Philosophy, 

North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa

Each of the conference days began with worship led by Baekseok University
(BU) student leaders and devotions led by IAPCHE Board member and Rector of 
Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary, Peter Balla. 

Several breakout sessions were held on each day, organized 
by subthemes: administration/leadership, curriculum, 
pedagogy, and research. Participants observed that the 
quality of the sessions was very high, and that they were able 
to learn about the state of Christian higher education in 
various contexts. Discussions following each presentation 
allowed for participants to gain deeper understanding of the 
topic and apply it to their various institutions and regional 
contexts.

The conference program featured six excellent plenary 
speakers from Asia, North America, Africa, and Latin 
America, with topics as follow:

• Perry L. Glanzer, Baylor University, Waco, Texas, USA; The State 
of Global Christian Higher Education: And the Great 
Challenge and Opportunities for the Future

• Kuk Won Shin, Chongshin University, Seoul, South Korea; From 
“Mission Schools” to “Missional” Universities: A Tale of Korean 
Christian Higher Education

• Laurie A. Schreiner, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, California, 
United States; Re-imagining Christian Higher Education: Hope 
for the World

• H. Fernando Bullón, UNELA & PRODOLA, San José, Costa Rica; 
Christian Higher Education in Latin America: Challenges and 
Possibilities

• Musa A. B. Gaiya, University of Jos, Nigeria; Higher Christian 
Universities in Sub-Saharan Africa: Prospects and Challenges

• Joel A. Carpenter, Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity (pictured on next page), Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
USA; Is This a Real University? Christian Universities Need To Be 
Centers of Scholarship  
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The plenary sessions framed the program 
content and offerered insight into 
perspectives from IAPCHE’s various regions. 
IAPCHE’s regional director in Africa, Rev. 
Isaac Mutua, stated in his reflection on the 
conference, “The Plenary sessions and all 
the five breakout sessions resonated very 
well with the theme that no doubt 
articulated issues that each insti-tution, 
country and region need to make a good 
follow up on. As African regional leader I 
was moved by Fernando’s talk on the CHE

experiences, challenges and opportunities in Latin America, as well as Kuk 
Won’s Tale of Korean CHE. Coming closer home, Musa Gaiya connected me 
to African experience where different CHE challenges could be cited in a 
different African context. Laurie and Joel on: universities being centres of 
scholarship and CHE being hope for the world were also stimulating.”

Another highlight of the conference was the MOU Signing and Celebration, 
which was hosted by Baekseok University on Thursday, June 2, 2016. Many lead-
ers of institutions signed MOU agreements with Baekseok University, as seen in 
the photo above. President Gab Jong Choi and Vice President Jaime M. Kang 
were present representing and speaking on behalf of the University. 

Participants were treated with a formal banquet dinner on Thursday evening. 
Present at the meeting were many of BU’s distinguished leaders. The BU campus 
choir entertained participants with an excellent performance before dinner was

served, and President 
Gab Jong Choi led the 
group in prayer. 
Following dinner, par-
ticipants had the 
opportunity to present 
President Choi and Dr. 
Harry Fernhout with gifts 
from their institu-tions, 
as seen in the photo to 
the left.
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Reflections from Participants

“The IAPCHE conference proved a wonderful 
opportunity for me and other European col-

leagues to meet each other and other interna-
tionals in the field of Christian higher education.”

-Ton Bestebreur, Executive Board Member, 
Christelijke Hogeschool Ede, Netherlands

“I was struck by the thought that, similar to the 
shift that has happened in recent years in the 
global church from west to south, whether the 
center for Christian higher education will need 

to experience a similar shift or at least recognize 
the role and influence of leading non US based 
institutions. This is why IAPCHE is such a critical 
venue. Traditional directions of influence need 
reflection to the point where we in the west ask 

ourselves what can we learn from them. The 
IAPCHE community is a critical forum for collab-

orative dialog about the future.”

-Kirk Kauffeldt, Academic Vice President, LCC 
International University, Klaipeda, Lithuania

“That the 8th International conference sought to 
address the challenges and opportunities of 

shifting global realities was itself 
relevant to what is taking place in my country 
and region. . . The Plenary sessions and all the 
five breakout sessions resonated very well with 

the theme. . .The amazing hospitality and fellow-
ship accorded to us by BU is highly commend-
able and their wonderful facilities made us feel 
so much at home and even more than home.”

-Isaac Mutua, Regional Director, IAPCHE Africa 
(Centre for the Promotion of Christian Higher 
Education in Africa, CPCHEA), Kitale, Kenya

Attending the IAPCHE international conference 
in Korea was a great encouragement to both 

of us who participated from Azusa Pacific 
University in California, and the many IAPCHE 

members from our region.  Baekseok University 
outdid itself as our host site, and we had many 

powerful and enjoyable conversations with insti-
tutional representatives from around the world.  

--Karen Longman, Ph.D. Program Director & 
Professor, Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, California, 

USA



The conference program concluded with a closing session on 
the afternoon of Friday June 3, Dr. Harry Fernhout introduced 
IAPCHE’s regional directors: Dr. J. Dinakarlal (Asia-Oceania); Rev. 
Isaac Mutua (Africa); and Dr. H. Fernando Bullón (Latin America) 
were given opportunity to speak about upcoming events in their 
respective regions. It was also noted that Ton Bestebreur had 
begun a newly-established role tasked with expanding and 
strengthening the existing IAPCHE network in Europe, a role 
which may expand into regional directorship. See upcoming 
events listed below. After the closing session, participants were 
able to go on a final tour of Gyeongbokgung Palace in Seoul 
before taking their departing flights (see image bottom right). 

IAPCHE would like to thank President Gab Jong Choi and all 
those at Baekseok University for hosting the IAPCHE 8th 
International Conference. IAPCHE also gives special thanks to 
the participants who traveled from great distances to gather 
together to learn and commune with fellow leaders, scholars, 
and educators of Christian higher education worldwide for the 
advancement of the Kingdom.

Some upcoming events that may be of interest to IAPCHE mem-
bers are listed below with the host region listed first:

•

AO - IAPCHE Student Leadership Program; September 4-7, 2016, 
in Bangladesh, in coordination with the Student Christian 
Movement of India (link)

•

A - Pan Asian African Universities (PAUA) Conference; August 1- 
4, 2016 in Tanzania

• A - Southern African Association for Institutional Research
(SAAIR) Annual Conference; October 18-20, 2016 at North-West 
University, South Africa (link)

• A - International Communication Association (ICA) Africa 
Regional Conference; October 19-21, 2016 at Daystar University 
in Kenya (link)

• AO - IAPCHE Principals/Presidents Conference: February/March 
2017 in Thailand, in coordination with the Student Christian 
Movement of India (link)

• NA - IAPCHE 3rd Biennial North American Regional Conference 
on Internationalizing Christian Higher Education; June 4-6, 2017 
at Calvin College in the United States

• LA - AIPESC (IAPCHE Latin America) 6th Consultation; July 2017 
in a South American country TBD

• AO - IAPCHE 8th Faculty Enrichment Program;
August/September 2017 at Bethlehem Tertiary Institute in 
New Zealand (link)

• AO - IAPCHE 4th Asia-Oceania Regional Conference; 2017/18; 
location TBD (link)

• E - IAPCHE European Regional Conference; 2020 at Károli 
Gáspár University in Hungary
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IAPCHE Latin America Plans 6th Consultation to 
Be Held July 2017 in South America
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA--Coinciding with the celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, AIPESC (IAPCHE
Latin America) is planning the
6th Consultation for July 2017 in
a South American country. The
general theme will be: “Where is
Protestantism in Latin America
Going? A multidisciplinary and
prospective vision at the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation."

Upon completion of the
Quincentennial of the Reformation, what is the state of Latin 
American Protestantism in its evolutionary proces? What is 
the significance of its presence in the religious, social, cultur-
al, economic and political transformation of Latin America?
Will Latin America receive the best of Protestantism and its 
historical contributions? After 500 years since its emergence

and advancement, what is the 
significance of its presence in
the region? What obstacles
have occurred and continue to 
occur, or what new factors have 
arisen in the context or within
Protestantism itself? The consul-
tation aims to  provide a multi-
disciplinary approach and a
more integrated vision of God's 
people’s missionary challenges in 
the continent, in view of the

wider achievements of Protestant heritage, for the blessing 
of our nations.

Stay tuned for more information on this con-
ference, and contact Dr. H. Fernando
Bullón, Regional Director of AIPESC (IAPCHE 
Latin America) at hfbullon@gmail.com for 
more information.

The Universidad Luterana Salvadoreña of El 
Salvador Holds the First Student Health Fair

SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR--The Universidad Luterana 
Salvadoreña (ULS) held

the "First Student Health 
Fair" on May 25, 2016, a 
collaboration between

the Department of
Social Work and the
Cathedra of Public Health and Welfare. The fair was orga-
nized in order to emphasize the importance of self-care, the 
incorporation of healthy lifestyles, and disease prevention in 
the university community. The opening remarks were given 
by the Rector of the University, Lic. Fidel Nieto, who high-
lighted the importance of implementation of these activities 
for the educational community.

Supporting ULS in this event were various public and private 
institutions including: the Health Promotion Unit of the
Ministry of Health, FOSALUD, Community Family Health
Specialized Unit of San Jacinto, the V District Municipality of 
San Salvador, the Salvadoran Demographic Association /
Pro-Family, and the Salvadoran Green Cross, with 80 profes-
sionals in the area of Public Health and Health Promotion of 
the country.

The fair allowed the students and staff of the ULS, have free 
care in: cytology, oral health, immunization, nutrition assess-
ment, weight, HIV testing, disinfection, educational material 
on stress management, smoking and alcohol prevention, 
vector prevention, sexual and reproductive health, and HIV 
prevention, was delivered. The event was attended by ULS 
students, teachers and administrative staff, with approxi-
mately 200 attendees.
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The Facultade Anglicana de Erechim (FAE) Hosts 
the 2nd Regional Forum on Inclusive Education

ERECHIM, BRAZIL---The Second Regional Forum on Inclusive 
Education:
Sharing
Experiences
was held on
June 2, 2016 at
the Municipal
School of Early
Childhood
Education “Dr.
Alberto Ruther Von Mühler.” The event focused on the chal-
lenges which exist in public schools in Erechim in regards to 
inclusive education. 

Present at the event were educators of the region as well as 
representatives of the Municipality Teotonio Vilela/AL and 
the Secretariat of Maracanaú/EC. Professor Iete Rodrigues 
Reis, consultant of the Secretariat for Continuing Education, 
Literacy, Diversity, and Inclusion (SECADI/MEC), gave a lec-

ture on “Special Education from the Perspective of Inclusive 
Education and Dealing with Social Inequalities.” This lecture 
showed how education can make a difference in people’s 
lives. 

“The Forum is providing important reflections on inclusive 
practices in school, helping people to rethink a more accesi-
ble and inclusive society,” said the coordinator of the 
Faculty of Education of the FAE, Verenice Lipsch.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHT: Universidad Madero in 
Puebla, Mexico

PUEBLA, MEXICO--In 1982, the first Protestant University of 
Mexico was founded in Puebla, offering two degrees. It

emerged as the School of Business Administration and 
Accounting studies incorporated into the Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). In 1986 the 
Universidad Madero (UMAD) became the official name of 
the institution. 

In December 1991, construction began on the UMAD’s cur-
rent campus within the limits of the city of Puebla and San 
Adrés Cholula. At that time, the university offered four

expanded its scope and acquired the University Center of 
Papaloapan in Tuxtepec, Oaxaca. The university then 
offered seven Bachelor degree programs and one Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration.

In 2008, the UMAD celebrated its 25th anniversary. In the-
same year, the UMAD was awarded a certificate of accred-
itation, labeling the institution as an Institution of Academic 
Excellence, an honor given to only 25 universities nation-
wide. In 2010 the UMAD was incorporated to the University 
Consortium. Today, the UMAD offers 29 undergraduate pro-
grams and 10 graduate programs. It has two campuses and 
offers degree onsite and online as well as courses and work-
shops coordinated by the Continuing Education Program. 
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degree 
programs. In 
August 1993, the 
university 
expanded to 
offer seven 
degrees and 
several diploma 
programs. In 
1999, the UMAD 



Christian Service University College Introduces 
Home Health Care Program in Kumasi, Ghana

KUMASI, GHANA--Christian Service University College (CSUC) 
has introduced Home Health Care program to render a 
wide range of services to assist
patients and elderly people who
have stable medical conditions
but require daily healthcare that
would require frequent trips to
hospitals for nursing care. The
facility operates from the CSUC
campus, and provides services to
clients in their homes, communities and workplaces where 
necessary.

Explaining the rationale behind the initiative, the President 
of CSUC, Professor Sam Afrane said the CSUC Home Health 
Care was formed out of CSUC’s vision of reaching out to 
society practically with passion and Christ-centered love as 
part of its core vision of mutual support and care.

“The increase in the 
aged population, 
breakdown of the tradi-
tional extended family 
system, lack of home
care services as well as 
urbanization and migra-
tion of the working class 
together create a high 
demand for the home-
care services in Ghana. 
This necessitated the

formation of the CSUC Home Health Care to complement 
the already existing ones", explained Professor Afrane.

The President said the objectives of the CSUC Home Health 
Care was to provide essential health and social services; 
provide the highest quality health care in the patient's resi-
dence; facilitate the attainment of the patient's optimal 
level of rehabilitation and allow family members to remain 
together long as feasible.

He stated that the facility was also created to assist the 
patient and family to maintain as much as possible, a nor-
mal lifestyle and augment care and services provided by 
our community, hospitals, and nursing homes through provi-
sion of home health care.

Mrs. Theresa Sarpong, Head of the CSUC Home Health Care 
and lecturer at the Department of Nursing enumerated a
wide range of services the facility provides including wound 
care; patient and caregiver health education; intravenous 
or nutrition therapy; injections and long-term conditions such 
as diabetes, hypertension and COPD. Other services are 
medication administration; catheter care; personal care for 
the elderly; and paediatric and end of life care among oth-
ers.

She said the CSUC Home Health Care is considered to be 
the best resourced in terms of personnel, equipment and 
other relevant logistics to deliver excellent home care ser-
vices to the people of the Kumasi metropolis and beyond.

-Article from www.csuc.gh/csuc/articles/news

University of Mkar Vice-Chancellor Recognized 
By Guardian Newspaper for Integrity in 
Leadership

BENUE, NIGERIA--VIce Chancellor of University of Mkar, 
Professor Emmanuel
Hemen Agba was rec-
ognized by the
Guardian Newspaper
among a few other
Nigerians for Integrity
in Leadership in a spe-
cial feature entitled,
“Integrity in
Leadership: Special
Focus on Outstanding
Nigerians.” 

From the article: “Integrity for me is doing what you are sup-
posed to do in a manner in which everybody who sees you 
will be convinced that you are doing the right thing no 
minding whether you are going to benefit materially. It is 
about adding value to others.” Those were the words of an 
outstanding professor of physics and Vice Chancellor, 
University of Mkar, Prof. Emmanuel Hemen Agba.

A proud alumnus of the University of Benin, Prof. Agba has 
distinguished himself as an exceptional leader whose humili-
ty and honesty has propelled him to excellent heights. As 
the Chief Executive Officer at the Universal Reformed 
Christian Church (a.k.a. NKST) owned institution, his leader-
ship style has not only had a positive impact on students 
and staff, it has also gained the support of the host 
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community who see themselves as part of the university. It is 
on record that since he came on board as the second sub-
stantive Vice Chancellor at UNIMKAR, there has been no
form of crisis recorded within the university or with the host 
community.

Commenting on leadership as it relates to the challenges 
facing the country, Prof. Agba is of the view that corruption 
is on the rise in the country as a result of greediness among 
certain people in leadership position who sees it as an
opportunity to amass wealth at the expense of the people. 
“The problem is that most people at the corridor of power

are only interested in what will benefit them as opposed to 
collective interest of the majority. . .Our leaders must
change and be selfless in discharging their duties, the fol-
lowers should also stand against corruption. . .”

The astute academic who has used his position to improve 
welfare of staff as well as the quality of education at
UNIMKAR through the accreditation of more courses, provi-
sion of hostels, ICT equipment, laboratory equipment and 
equipped library debunks the notion that private universities 
are money-spinners. “As a private institution, what we are 
doing is to train our students according to the best global 
practice by recruiting competent hands to ensure excel-
lence in teaching, research, and training. . . the truth is that 
the cost of educating an undergraduate yeary is over a mil-
lion naira and I don’t think there is any private university in 
Nigeria that is charging above one million naira per session. 
Here at UNIMKAR, the highest fee is about N350,000 and for 
every one of our students we are not just interested in pro-
ducing graduates but exceptional leaders.”
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NEW MEMBER BENEFIT!
IAPCHE Members to Receive Full Access to Christian Higher Education Journal

IAPCHE is very pleased to announce an important new member benefit! All IAPCHE 
mem-bers now have full electronic access to Christian Higher Education: An International 
Journal of Research, Theory and Practice, co-edited by IAPCHE Board member Dr Karen 
Longman as well as Laurie Schreiner. This benefit includes online access to all electronic 
content of CHE dating back to Volume 1, 2002. Access to the journal will be available 
through the secured, password-protected Resources page on IAPCHE’s website. Simply 
log in (use “Forgot Password” feature or email Laura if you need help) and select
“Publications,” then “Journals.” This benefit is available to institutional members as well, 
provided that it is not used to substitute for an existing or potential institutional library sub-
scription. IAPCHE liaisons of member institutions need only log in to the Resources page 
to access the journal on behalf of the institution.

The CHE journal is planning a special issue of papers presented at the recent IAPCHE
Europe regional conference. The editors are eager to include content from other IAPCHE
regions in future issues. For information on submitting manuscripts, visit: http://explore.tandfonline.com/cfp/ed/call-for-
papers/uche_cfp. 

This partnership with the publishers of CHE will greatly enhance IAPCHE’s efforts to network Christian scholars and institutions 
globally. A great reason to renew your membership today, and encourage your colleagues to join our growing global net-
work! To renew your membership visit www.iapche.org/pay-dues.

http://iapche.org/resources
http://iapche.org/account/forgot_password
http://iapche.org/resources
http://explore.tandfonline.com/cfp/ed/call-for-papers/uche_cfp  
http://explore.tandfonline.com/cfp/ed/call-for-papers/uche_cfp  
https://iapche.wufoo.com/forms/iapche-member-dues/


From April 12 to 15, 2016, over 70 participants gathered at a former monastery in 
Biezenmortel, the Netherlands to explore the theme of “Challenging Vocation in Higher 
Education: Identity and Character Formation of the Christian Professional.”  The planning 
and organization of this
event was spearhead-
ed by three IAPCHE-
member professional
universities (Christelijke
Hogeschool Ede,
Driestar Educatief, and
Viaa) as well as the
Protestant Theological
University. This was the
first IAPCHE regional
conference in Europe in
over a decade. 

The conference began with a stimulating presentation by Dr George Harinck of the Vrije 
Universiteit, Amsterdam, on the lessons Abraham Kuyper’s Mediterranean travels hold for

Christian higher education. Harinck commented in 
particular on the challenges with which a new spirit 
of nationalism confronts Christian higher education 
attuned to a global vision of the Kingdom of God. 

An exploration of the concept of vocation and its 
meaning for Christian higher education was the 
focus of the second day of the conference. 
Presentations by speakers from the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom and Slovakia shed light on the topic 
from various angles and cultural settings, indicating 
that understandings of vocation can be enriched by

awareness of differing religious traditions and cultural contexts. 

Next, the focus of conference plenary sessions turned to an exploration of how our human 
vocation is presented in the New Testament, and to the implications of a biblical perspec-
tive for identity, spiritual and professional formation in Christian higher education. The pre-
sentations underscored the
need, in an era of reflexive
modernity, for Christian profes-
sionals who are able to act
reflectively and reflexively on
the basis of their deeply formed
knowledge, moral character,
and spiritual identity. 

A third set of plenary presenta-
tions delved into good educa-
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Keynote Presentations

Dr. George Harinck
The Vrije University, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Abraham Kuyper’s Travels 

Around the Mediterranean: 
Lessions for the European Mind 
and Christian Higher Education

Dr. Pieter Vos
Protestant Theological University, 

Groningen, Netherlands
The Relative Good of Work: 

Reconsidering Vocation 
Eschatologically

Dr. Andrew Cheatle
Liverpool Hope University, 
Liverpool, United Kingdom 

Deliberations on the Concept of 
“Call:” Reach and Limits

Dr. Pavel Hanes
Matej Bel University

Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 
Vocation to Higher Education 
and the Marxist Aftermath in 

Eastern Europe

Rev. Peter Balla
Károli Gáspár University 

Budapest, Hungary
Vocation in the New Testament

Dr. Jan Hoogland
Viaa, Zwolle, Netherlands

The Vocation of Christian Higher 
Education

Dr. Mark van Vuuren University 
of Twente Enschede, 

Netherlands Aspirational 
Identity--Blessing or Curse?

Dr. Hans van Crombrugge 
Odissee, Brussels, Belgium What 
did you hear in school today? 

The teacher as a mentor in 
higher professional education

Dr. Dana Hanesova
Matej Bel University

Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 
Ways of Nourishing the Feelign 
of the Christian Vocation in a 

Post-Communist Society

Dr. Shirley Roels
Network for Vocation in 

Undergraduate Education 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA 

Educating for Christian 
Vocation: Weaving Educational 

Ideas with Practices

IAPCHE Hosts European Regional Conference in Biezenmortel, the Netherlands



tional practices that foster a rich awareness of vocation. A key 
theme in this context was the important need for institutions to 
engage in ‘inner work’ to build a common understanding of 
the vocation of Christian higher education and to facilitate 
incremental change that moves the institution and its pro-
grams in the direction of the vocational vision it advocates. 

The plenary sessions were augmented each day by a rich 
array of breakout sessions and workshops on a wide variety of 
topics which shed further light on facets of the conference 
them. A very enjoyable excursion to the historic city of ‘s-
Hertogenbosch created an opportunity for a different kind of 
learning and relationship building. 

Among the important conclusions of the conference was the 
awareness that Christian higher education for vocation “must 
be contextualized and adjusted to the specifics of the national 
culture, even to the specifics on an institutional level. The needs 
of Central and Eastern Europe differ from the needs in Western 
Europe. The task for Christian Higher Education is to be involved 
in the inner work needed to build a community that nurtures 
vocation among students through mentor groups that offer 
them time to ponder on vocation from a biblical per-spective 
that goes beyond the current culture of authenticity and self-
realization.”

The conference also provided an invaluable opportunity for 
institutional leader to meet to plan the future of IAPCHE in the 
European region. This group decided to strengthen and 
expand the existing IAPCHE network through a project-based 
approach. Projects will deal with issues that are of interest to 
institutional and individual members and can take the form of 
special interest groups, research groups, or efforts to build 
capacity. In particular, projects that enable institutions to 
inspire one another in developing their Christian identities will 
be encouraged. To help facilitate these plans, the Christilijke 
Hogeschool Ede offered to make Dr Ton Bestebreur (pictured 
right) available on a part-time basis. This role may evolve into 
an IAPCHE regional directorship. This important initiative will 
enable the IAPCHE-Europe region to move forward significant-
ly in pursuit of the mission to foster integral Christian higher edu-
cation. 

The next IAPCHE regional conference will be hosted by Károli 
Gáspár University in Budapest, Hungary, in 2020. 
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Cornerstone University Launches Its First Doctoral 
Program 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA--Cornerstone University 
Professional Graduate and Adult Studies launched its first 
doctorate degree program this month. The Doctorate of 
Education (Ed.D.) in Organizational Leadership and 
Development is designed for individuals who have complet-
ed a regionally accredited master's degree. It will equip stu-
dents to effectively lead organizations through evidence-
based decision making.

The program debuted 
with 13 enrolled stu-
dents and will take 3-4 
years for a student to 
complete. This 
includes a total of 60 
credit hours by com-

pleting a series of 12 8-week online courses (48 credit hours), 
as well as joining a cohort on campus for three 3-day inten-
sives, and the completion of a capstone research project 
(12 credit hours).

"The program will enhance the opportunities for leaders to 
serve organizations from a best practices and theory 
informed mindset," said Dr. Peter Osborn, Vice President for 
Adult Learning at Cornerstone University.

Dr. Jeff Savage, Associate Dean of
Business (pictured right), noted, "Students
will be exposed to as much research as
possible, so that they have a multitude of
tools for their organizational toolbox.
Ideally, students will become skilled in problem solving that is 
consistently informed by an author, scholar, researcher, the-
ory, or model from the organizational leadership literature."

The curriculum will focus on learning new skills in organiza-
tional assessment, leading change, and project manage-
ment based on leading research. Students will learn to read, 
analyze, and evaluate research literature for the purpose of 
knowing and applying evidence-based practices. The pro-
fessors in this program will present a diversity of expertise 
from across multiple industries and contexts. This format of 
the program will provide flexibility for schedules, while pro-
viding opportunities for in-person cohort and faculty sup-
port.
Article from www.cornerstone.edu/news

Natural Sciences and Engineering Council of 
Canada Awards Research Grants to Redeemer 
University College Faculty and Students

HAMILTON, ONTARIO--Dr. Darren Brouwer and Dr. Kevin 
Vander Meulen of Redeemer University College will be able 
to continue their research through significant awards from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Council of Canada 
(NSERC). Over $200,000 CAD of funding will be used towards 
upgrades for Redeemer sciences and mathematics lab 
equipment, instruments, computers and software. The 
research money will also provide Redeemer undergraduate 
students with cutting-edge scientific research experience 
during the sum-
mer months.
Four students
are working 
with Vander 
Meulen and
Brouwer on
research projects this summer. Each student was awarded 
an NSERC Undergraduate Student Research Award (USRA).

Brouwer, an associate professor in the chemistry depart-
ment, is developing new methods for determining the mole-
cular-scale structures of materials. Vander Meulen, a profes-
sor in and chair of the mathematics department, will dive 
further into the interplay of algebra, seeking to uncover
eigenvalue properties of matrix patterns and determine 
which matrix patterns, such as sign patterns, have useful 
properties.and graph theory.  “In my research, I explore
structures of God’s world through the interplay of two areas 
of mathematics,” Vander Meulen says. “This curiosity driven 
research leads to discovery, and to better stewardship. It is 
delightful to have these funds to create opportunities for stu-
dents to explore alongside us.”

Article from www.redeemer.ca/news
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Upcoming Conference: Save the Dates!

June 4-6, 2017 
IAPCHE 3rd Biennial North American Regional 

Conference on Internationalizing Christian 
Higher Education

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA



Handong Global  University Signs Agreement with 
Pohang Chamber of Commerce and Industry

POHANG, SOUTH KOREA--On May 3, 2016, Handong Global 
University and the Pohang Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry signed a mutual exchange agreement for acade-
my and industry cooperation. Eight people attended includ-
ing President Soon-heung Chang of Handong Global 
University and President Kwangsu Yoon of the Pohang 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry.

Both institutions agreed to promote joint research and 
cooperation in academic technology, to support regional 
interpretation and translation services, to support the partici-
pation of on-site practices, and to maximize employment 
opportunities for excellent regional human talents.

“I look forward to our students hav-
ing more interest in local issues and
more participation in project-
based courses or on-site field ori-
ented courses. With these practical
courses, I expect that students can
nurture their problem-finding and
problem-solving competency by
considering the ways to find prob-
lems, reasons, and by developing countermeasures,” said 
President Soon-heung Chang (pictured right).

According to President Kwangsu Yoon of the Pohang 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, “I sincerely hope that 
both institutions will actively exchange in academic-industry 
cooperation with this agreement. Now they can serve as 
partners to take the lead in regional economic develop-
ment through an organic cooperation system.”

Article from www.handong.edu/news

IAPCHE Asia-Oceania Plans Several Events 
for 2016-18

Read about several 
exciting events being 
planned in the Asia-
Oceania region 
below:

Student Leadership Program
Bind Us Together: Students in Solidarity for Social Action 

September 4-7, 2016
Bangladesh

Jointly organized with the Student Christian Movement 
of India (SCMI)

Principals/Presidents Conference
Gateway to Fresh Woods: International Collaborations for 

Christian Higher Education
February/March 2017

Bangkok, Thailand
Jointly organized with SCMI

8th Faculty Enrichment Program 
August/September 2017

Hosted by Bethlehem Tertiary Institute 
Tauranga, New Zealand

4th Asia-Oceania Regional Conference 2017/18
As former conferences have been held in India, the 

Philippines, and Taiwan, IAPCHE Asia-Oceania hopes that 
the upcoming conference can be hosted in a new country. 

Is your institution willing to host such an event?

Visit www.iapcheao.org and contact Asia-Oceania 
Regional Director, Dr. J. Dinakarlal (jdinakarlal@gmail.com), 
for more information or to lend your support and encour-
agement. Please consider the following opportunities of sup-
port for  these events:

Offer to be a speaker•

Send faculty, principals/presidents, and students from your insti-•
tutions

Become a co-sponsor•

Publicize the event through your website, newsletter, or notice•
board

Donate to the travel bursary fund•

Participate in the events!•
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Teach from the Heart: Pedagogy as 
Spiritual Practice
by Jenell Paris
Wipf and Stock, June 2016

How can a teacher remain whole 
and happy, able to teach well for an 
entire semester, an entire year, and 
an entire career? Teach from the 
Heart is about finding, rediscovering, 
or holding on to the heart of the

teaching life, which is, quite literally, the teacher's heart. It is 
an encouragement to take up teaching as more than a 
service to provide, a profession to master, or a job to per-
form. It is an invitation to artisanry, teaching as a craft that 
we master by working with our hands over long periods of 
time, producing results that bear the mark of their maker.

Whether you're just beginning, or in it for the long haul, sit 
down with Teach from the Heart and deepen your heart 
for the teaching life. We need not bring to class the wis-
dom and knowledge we gained elsewhere; we can take 
up teaching as a spiritual practice, with the classroom as a 
sacred space for our own formation as persons.

Universities and Colleges with a Christian affiliation have in 
recent years sought to renew and redefine their identities 
and almost all have rearticulated their mission for the mod-
ern age after a long and serious process of reappraisal. This 
process has been accompanied by an ongoing discussion 
of the nature and identity of higher education itself. This dis-
cussion has required leadership that is different from most 
secular leadership. This book provides a range of 
experienced voices, includ-ing the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, that reflect on the char-acter and mission of 
leadership in Christian higher educa-tion in the 21st 
Century.

Leadership in Christian Higher 
Education
By Michael Wright and James 
Arthur Imprint Academic, June 2016

Universities and Colleges with a 
Christian affiliation have in recent 
years sought to renew and redefine 
their identities and almost all have 
rearticulated their mission for the 
modern age after a long and serious

process of reappraisal. This process has been accompa-
nied by an ongoing discussion of the nature and identity of 
higher education itself. This discussion has required leader-
ship that is different from most secular leadership.

This book provides a range of experienced voices, includ-
ing the Archbishop of Canterbury, that reflect on the char-
acter and mission of leadership in Christian higher educa-
tion in the 21st Century.

Infinite Reach: Spirituality in a 
Scientific World
by John Biersdorf, 
Wipf and Stock,June 2016

Infinite Reach: Spirituality in a 
Scientific World connects and inte-
grates the great spiritual insights with 
science and mathematics for the 
increasing numbers of Americans 
who consider themselves spiritual but

not religious, or spiritual and religious, or "none of the 
above," and who no longer find traditional religious doc-
trines and institutions credible or matching their experience. 
In nontechnical language it precisely and clearly traces 
how current brain-mind research informs and enhances 
inner spiritual and religious experience, and how scientific 
cosmology confirms spiritual intuitions.

From hunting-gathering prehistory, through city-states, 
empires, and the great religions, scientific methods 
advance exponentially faster into the future, while the 
great spiritual insights have never been surpassed, though 
often ignored or denied. But scientific knowing and spiritual 
knowing share infinite reach. Brain-mind research con-
tributes to understanding and living meditation and spiritual 
practices in silence, ritual, and vision. Modern physics and 
mathematics demonstrate how humans observe and par-
ticipate in the actual evolution of the universe. Fractals in 
chaos theory are spiritual images of ultimate reality. In cre-
ating, loving, and undifferentiated presence we find our 
own unique voice in the mystery of ultimate reality, touch-
ing down here and now in the specifics of this present 
moment.

Christian Faith in English Church 
Schools: Research Conversations with 
Classroom Teachers
by Trevor Cooling with Beth Green, 
Andrew Morris, and Lynn Revell Peter 
Lang Publisher, April 2016

Church schools are booming, 
becoming increasingly popular with 
parents across the world. However, 
research shows that teachers face

considerable challenges as they try to offer a distinctively 
Christian education within a church school context. This

Contact • June 201614

B O O K S



book is the account of a qualitative research project investi-
gating the joys and difficulties experienced in English church 
school classrooms. The research team spent a year working 
alongside fourteen teachers from Catholic and Church of 
England secondary schools, introducing them to What If 
Learning, a pedagogical initiative designed by an interna-
tional team of educationalists to support teachers in devel-
oping Christian approaches to teaching and learning. The 
highs and lows of the teachers’ experience are document-
ed in this book and the lessons that emerge are explored in 
detail. The findings of the project are highly significant for all 
those involved with church school education and point 
towards valuable new ways of thinking about Christian faith 
and learning. 

You Are What You Love: The Spiritual 
Power of Habit
By James K. A. Smith
Brazos Press, March 2016

In this book, award-winning author 
James K. A. Smith shows that who and 
what we worship fundamentally shape 
our hearts. And while we desire to 
shape culture, we are not often aware 
of how culture shapes us. We

might not realize the ways our hearts are being taught to 
love rival gods instead of the One for whom we were made. 
Smith helps readers recognize the formative power of cul-
ture and the transformative possibilities of Christian prac-
tices. He explains that worship is the "imagination station" 
that incubates our loves and longings so that our cultural
endeavors are indexed toward God and his kingdom. This is 
why the church and worshiping in a local community of 
believers should be the hub and heart of Christian formation 
and discipleship. 

Following the publication of his influential work Desiring the 
Kingdom, Smith received numerous requests from pastors 
and leaders for a more accessible version of that book's 
content. No mere abridgment, this new book draws on years 
of Smith's popular presentations on the ideas in Desiring the 
Kingdom to offer a fresh, bottom-up rearticula-tion. The 
author creatively uses film, literature, and music illustrations 
to engage readers and includes new material on marriage, 
family, youth ministry, and faith and work. He also suggests 
individual and communal practices for shaping the Christian 
life.

A Faith for the Generations: How 
Collegiate Experience Impacts Faith 
By Timothy W. Herrmann, Kirsten D. 
Tenhaken, Hannah M. Adderley, and 
Morgan K. Morris
Abilene University College Press, 2015

The reshaping of our cultural and 
social landscape continues, creating 
unprecedented opportunities. But 
one question remains: Is a life of faith

worth embracing? A Faith for the Generations explains how 
a Christian campus, a classroom, or even a simple mentor-
ing relationship can flourish and serve in passing on faith to 
today's emerging adults. 

The essays included in this monograph cover a variety of 
topics related to the theme originally addressed at the 2014 
Taylor University Higher Education Symposium: "A Faith for 
the Generations: How Collegiate Experience Impacts Faith." 
After this brief introductory chapter, the monograph—as did 
the symposium—begins with an interview with Christian 
Smith, previously noted as a key voice in the current dia-
logue regarding emerging adult spirituality. This interview is 
not only insightful, but it also creates an excellent context for 
what follows in subsequent chapters.

Border-Crossing Spirituality: 
Transformation in the Borderland 
by Jung Eun Sophia Park
Wipf and Stock, June 2016

Border crossing is a significant experi-
ence in the global era when many 
people cross borders, whether in cul-
tural, geopolitical, relational, or exis-
tential terms. Border crossing can pro-
vide a great opportunity for spiritual

growth, yet it is often a violent and dangerous process. Thus 
there is a need to explore border-crossing spirituality: to 
examine how various aspects of border crossing impact 
human life, analyze why border crossing happens, and 
explain how the act of border crossing provides transforma-
tion.

Border crossing is an action undertaken to expand one's 
own boundaries, and from it emerges the borderland--a 
third space where one's transformation can occur. This book 
primarily focuses on various teachings of border crossing
and the notion of "being in between." Almost every religious 
tradition has within it a spiritual teaching of border crossing 
and the importance of the borderland.
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CONTACT
    Contact is the official newsletter of the International Association for the 
Promotion of Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE). It is published quarterly as 
a way of informing its members about news from across the many world 
regions in which IAPCHE operates. If you have any news items you would 
like to share with IAPCHE’s members worldwide, please contact IAPCHE at 

3201 Burton Street SE,    
Raybrook Bldg. Suite 204,    
Grand Rapids, MI 49546, USA    
office@iapche.org website: 
www.iapche.org Tel: 
+616-526-7906

ABOUT IAPCHE
 IAPCHE is a network of institutions and individuals worldwide committed 
to advancing Christian higher education through training, capacity 
build-ing, scholarship, and networking in ways that reflect both the 
universal
(shared view of Christ’s centrality in our identity and work) and the local 
(attending to the specific realities and practices of where and who we 
serve).  

IAPCHE’s Mission is to develop a network that facilitates contact and 
mutual assistance, acts as a catalyst for research and training, and 
encourages biblical and contextual responses to the critical issues in 
con-temporary society, so as to help people serve the Lord Jesus Christ 
in an integral way.
___________________________________________________________________

Have news you would like to share 
with other IAPCHE members?

Members may email articles to office@iapche.org. 
We suggest articles contain 400 words or less. 

Thank you for your membership!




