
I really need to 
remember to 

approach different 
cultures with 

interest and open 
arms – holding my 
knowledge humbly 

and lightly. (MQ)

Humility



Batik: an embodied posture of humility 
builds community



…it doesn’t matter what part of the 
country you come from or what language 
you speak ,art crosses… all (CE)



I was specifically encouraged by the men at the media company and tile factory, 
especially for their humility about their Christ-like lives (LS)

Leadership, Humility, & Service



We saw 
Begonia from 
the Kupu
Kupu
foundation 
who was 
gracious 
kind, and 
hospitable. 
She sat with 
us and the 
[kids with 
disabilities] 
on the floor 
and spoke to 
us from the 
same level…. 
(The Wave, 
CREATE project).



Harry	also	spoke	to	us	
as	equals,	rather	than	
placing	himself	above	
us...[they}	appreciated	

each	of	us	as	we	
were....both	leadership	
styles	exemplfy	Christ.	

Like	Christ,	both	
[leaders]	came	down	

to	our	level	and	
appreciaed	everyone	
for	who	they	were.	

(The	Wave,	CREATE	project).



we explored Indonesia and found the issues  in our country are just 
as evident, but we conveniently sweep them under the rug 

“lay down 
[y]our pride and seek to receive and offer compassion that crosses 
cultural lines”

CREATE Project: Tale of Two Paks



exploring a new country leaves them with a 

new understanding of their own country. 

is not being oblivious to the community that is around us. 

CREATE Project: Tale of Two Paks



HUMILITY:  
Domination on Difference  



Living in the United States, it 
is a bit of an eye opener to 

realize how privileged we are. 
For the most part, we do not 
have to worry about whether 

the water we drink is 
contaminated. We can use 

water from the sink or brush 
our teeth or get a drink 

without thinking about the 
consequences, because there 

are none Drinking from a 
water bottle is more of a fad 

than a necessity in our 
country .



…plastic...is broken, damaging and 
detrimental. It’s creation has led to 

advancement, yes, 
but at what cost? 



This...piece	can	begin	to	reflect	
upon	how	we	have	been	a	part	of	
bringing	the	environment	to	its	
current	state....

What	is	our	individual	role	in	
this	area	of	social	justice?	

What	is	our	collective	role	in	
this	area?	

What	does	plastic	mean	to	
me?	

How	may	I	be	a	leader	or	
...be	active	in	this	area	of	
social	injustice?

Questions	indicate	Humility:	
Asking	over	telling



Our project responds to this power we find ourselves in, 
even in a place where we should be powerless.

a 
limited view of injustice in Indonesia, so therefore we put ourselves in a 
box by default.

CREATE
Project: 

Indonesia 
in a Box



(a	nod	to	the	woodworkers	we	
encountered)

domination:	people	over	the	
environment.

The	idea	comes	from	a	piece	
using	bold,	black	marks	over	textured	paint	

that	we	saw	at	the	graduate's																														
exhibit	at	UIlen Sentalu.	

Humility:	Listening	to	others	&	
incorporating	it	into	a	new	way	of	

seeing	the	world…



Humility: Incorporating what they 
heard from others along the way…

…Smith	compares	culture	to	a	well.	He	says,	"We	drink	and	are	
sustained,	but	the	well	is	polluted,	and	the	impurities	take	their	

toll"	(p.53).	Each	culture	has	struggles,	and	each	culture	is	fighting	
to	make	the	water	clean	once	again,	to	"decolorize"	and	purify	

cultures	of	the	injustices	so	deeply	ingrained	
in	the	systems	of	power.

We	see	a	woman	pouring	water,	and	
this	water	flows	into	the	paper	

cutting,	done	by	Cameron.	The	water	
is	not	clean,	full	of	dye	pollutants.	
While	at	UPH,	Cameron	and	Jenna	
learned	about	an	ongoing	project	

several	biology	students	are	working	
on- developing	strains	of	bacteria	to	

be	used	to	remove	
harmful	dyes	from	the	river	

(Van	Donselaar & Entwistle).	In	this	
instance,	decolorization is	a	positive	
thing.	But	decolorization can	also	be	
symbolic	of	Westernization	and	

globalization.	We	wanted	to	capture	
this	idea	while	exploring	these	

systems	of	power	and	colonialism.	



domination: 
when cultures clash, and power struggles 

arise between people….

According to Hardy, 
"Sustainability is the only justice issue 

worth fixing" 

Domination: Power Over



Indonesia in a Box: Listening & speaking through music



Indonesia in a Box: Listening & 
speaking through music

the	flute	halts	
and	an	electric	guitar	cuts	in,	
overpowering	the	acoustic	guitar;	a	
clanging	weight	is	also	heard,	drowning	
out	the	sound	of	the	rice.	This	represents	
the	Dutch	overpowering	the	Indonesians	
as	they	colonized	their	land.	

the	past	has	passed,	and	now	
they	can	focus	on	the	future	and	moving	
on	(Wayan Puppeteer).
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s Humility demonstrated 
by asking questions 
rather than casting 

judgment

CREATE Project:
Kupu Kupu



CREATE Project: Dissolving Impressions
Humble Stance as Outsiders



Leaning Into Hope

Developing a posture of listening

Reflexive: shaping participant researchers’ own 
beliefs, thinking, and practices through

collaborative reflection and activity



reminding me of the differences that God has instilled 

I don’t think we grow much from people just like us” 







Data Collection & 
Organization 

Speaking photo

Uploading Interviews 
(technology & internet)

Pa

Time Limits

Pace of a 3 week experience

Project Completion
Flexibility & Student Toll



Questions for the future

Q & A 




