
SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA--The fifth Latin American Consultation of IAPCHE was held in San José,
Costa Rica from September 18-20.  About 30 Latin American scholars came together to discuss vari-
ous issues and scholarly projects on the theme of “Disciplinary approaches in response to the cur-
rent reality of Latin America.” The event was held in the premises of the Nazarene Seminary of the
Americas in San Jose. The inaugural address was given by Dr. Sidney Rooy, current IAPCHE advisor
for Latin America, who spoke on the topic of “The Educational Movement of IAPCHE in Latin
America.” A historian by profession, Dr. Rooy provided a panoramic view of the work of IAPCHE in

Latin America by
providing an
account of all the
conferences in
the region since
1999. He shared
valuable insights
on how those
conferences
addressed the
specific situations
of the continent
(San Jose 1999,

Quito 2000, Barranquilla 2002, and Brazil 2004). From that historical foundation, Dr. Rooy shared
with participants connections with the present period, showing how the 2014 conference was throw-
ing them a challenge to join forces through a strategic cooperative project of social research ito
focus on the specific context within Latin America. Papers were presented
on different disciplines of the Humanities, Natural and Social Sciences, and
Arts covering such broad issues as: “Contributions of Biblical Sciences to
Latin American Reality”; “Theology and Social Sciences: Epistemological
and hermeneutic convergences”; “Contributions of Psychology to Latin
American problematique of the family”; “Maths, Higher Education and the
problematique of Latin America”; “The need for a philosophical framework
in the Scientific and Technological activity”; “Learning-Teaching with mind,
heart, body and spirit: Educational scenarios and the need of renewal for
Christian character formation”; and, “Mimesis: Literary creation, revelation
and incarnation.” In the evenings panels led by Costa Rican university insti-
tutions discussed general themes related to Christian Higher Education,
some of them related to secular universities with  (continued on page 6) 
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NEWS FLASH
Plans for IAPCHE’s Conference
in Melaka, Malaysia Nov. 1-4
for presidents and other senior
leaders are in their advanced
stages but it is not too late for
the October 15 registration. This
is an opportunity for network-
ing, partnerships, and collabo-
ration on many different levels.
Please contact Dr. J Dinakarlal
at jdinakarlal@gmail.com or
iapche@calvin.edu.
Looking forward to seeing you
there!



In a number of locations
where I have visited with
fellow academics and lead-
ers of Christian institutions,
two topics have tended to
recur from our conversa-
tions. One is the commit-

ment necessary for senior administrators to ensure that
faith permeates all aspects of the institution’s operations
(teaching, administration, and service); the other is the
actual “mechanics” of teaching from a Christian perspec-
tive. I want to focus on the latter, providing my own
thoughts and observations on how I have tried to bring
my faith to inform the work I do, especially in my courses.
I do this well aware that there is neither a magic bullet nor
a one-size-fits-all approach. I am a newcomer to this
process of faith-shaped teaching, learning and service. I
was trained in public institutions where my faith was not
supposed to interact or shape my academics, but I always
wondered how I could live out my faith through all that I
do personally and professionally. 

Joining an institution that not only expected that
my faith would form the core of my work but also provid-
ed the necessary support to do so, made me see the
value and challenge of doing a good job of faith-shaped
teaching and learning. However, as a trained teacher I
also know that certain characteristics are necesary for
being successful in the classroom. First, one has to know
his/her course content well. One cannot teach that which
one has not mastered and it is imperative that we as
teachers spend time constantly learning our content,
which is often changing. Second, one has to have the
ability to share that content with students in an effective
and efficient way. It is not enough to just know the con-
tent, one has to be able to share it with others. These two
characteristics go hand-in-hand because it requires mas-
tery of content and ability to deliver it to make good
teaching. Imagine trying to explain the topic to a toddler.
How well do you understand it to bring it to that level?
Third, one has to genuinely care about both the subject

matter and the learner. I have stated in an earlier editorial
that my approach to teaching changed when I started
looking at ALL my students as image bearers of God. The
way I interact with them and teach them has to be predi-
cated upon their worth as God’s created masterpieces,
irrespective of what they bring to the course. One also
has to really care about the material he or she is teaching;
it is not a mechanical transfer of information but a sharing
of something you as the teacher enjoy and love. Fourth,
one has to be curious about that knowledge, always seek-
ing to improve it through study and research. Good
teaching is augmented by good research and scholar-
ship. Humans are always finding news insights and per-
spectives in their disciplines. We have to be aware of
them so as to make them part of our teaching. Fifth, we
have to be part of a community of scholars and believers.
We as teachers are social beings and need others to help
us stay focused and abreast of our field as well as our
faith. As social beings we thrive through interactions with
others and we often find energy from our faith and acad-
emic communities. Finally, one has to be theologically lit-
erate. We cannot do our work of faith-shaped learning,
teaching, and service with a “Sunday School” understand-
ing of the Bible. Christian scholars and teachers have to
have sufficient understanding of biblical truth and story. I
have had to read widely about theology and the different
ways it intersects with academic work and practices. I
have found that such knowledge is critical in helping me
find an appropriate biblical frame for my own discipline
of anthropology as well as my teaching. Let me now turn
to what I do in the classroom.

I teach an introductory course to cultural anthro-
pology to undergraduate students that take it as an elec-
tive to fulfil general education requirements for gradua-
tion. I know that my students have no obligation to take
my course and I consider it a privilege that they select to
take it. What I do in the classroom is premised on my
assumption that my course is the only glimpse students
will have to the world of anthropology. They may later
take other anthropology courses but I teach my course as
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E D I T O R I A L
if it is the only anthropology course students will take at
Calvin COllege. I also teach it as if it were the only course
students will have a chance to see how faith interacts with
a specific discipline. Given these general assumptions I
settle down before each semester to prepare my course.
That preparation starts with a set of questions that I seek
to answer. These are the questions I find useful as I plan
strategically how to make my faith central to the “mechan-
ics” of my teaching:
i. What is this course all about? Rather than focusing on
the information I will share with students in the course I
choose to lay emphasis on the skills I hope to see in them
through the practices and readings we go through
together.
ii. What are the specific learning goals for the course? I
generally want my students to become skilled at interact-
ing and engaging well with people who are different from
them. To this end I seek to provide opportunities for my
students to acquire the following: To thinking diversely by
identifying multiple perspectives; to questioning cultural
assumptions that they may have about how others live
their lives; to  contextualize and derive conclusions from
analysis of contexts rather than make knee-jerk reactions
about human behavior and beliefs; to critique culture
from a Christian perspective; to make connections
between different cultural practices; to look for multiple
causes of behavior and interpretations; to be open-mind-
ed and consider multiple points of view; to have empathy
so as to see the plausibility of someone else’s point of
view, even when they don’t agree with it; and have humili-
ty to recognize the limits to what they know including cul-
tural and personal biases. 
iii. What specific activities and readings will lead to these
stated learning goals? Here I focus on the selection of
readings, choosing primarily ethnographies that allow stu-
dents access to knowledge within a specific cultural con-
text. I find ethnographies particularly useful because they
also let students make their own understanding and inter-
pretation of the activities involved. The ethnographies
also provide a rich context in which to ask questions
about their own cultural practices and those of others.

iv. What specific biblical principles will guide the practices
and activities carried out in the course? I always consider
my classroom a safe space where students feel respected
and cared for, and I expect that they will regard their col-
leagues with similar respect. To this end our classroom
discussions and group work are characterized by respect,
trust, and affirmation where openness to other people’s
points of view are encouraged. We also use appropriate
language, and when writing papers, we seek to respect
the work of others by refraining from plagiarism or copy-
ing of other students’ work.
v. How will I know that my learning goals have been
accomplished? To gauge how well my course has
enabled students to acquire the learning goals set at the
beginning of the course I provide two in-class evaluations
based on the learning goals stated above. These evalua-
tions are administered in the middle and at the of the
semester. The first set of evaluations allow me some
opportunity to make some adjustments to the course
should student evaluations demand so. In the recent past,
the college has included in its formal campus-wide evalu-
ations a section where individual faculty members can
insert specific evaluation questions derived from the
course syllabus and learning goals. These help shape the
way I teach subsequent versions of the courses.

Starting with these five questions even before I
put my syllabus together allows me to be very intentional
about how the course will be structured in order to help
me answer the broader question of “why God cares about
the course/topic/subject.” In the realm of teaching itself I
have found inspiration from the practices of teaching
applied by Christ especially the following: First, Christ
taught using stories or parables that allowed the audience
members to use familiar cultural things and ideas to
understand the gist of the lesson. Second, He taught
through sermons or lectures whenever it was necessary to
explain specific ideas and principles. Third, He used visual
aids or objects to better explain the lesson. Fourth, He
taught by asking questions instead of providing informa-
tion. These and other “techniques” have allowed me entry
into faith-shaped teaching and service. 
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Mkar University President Visits
Mississippi
HATTIESBURG, MS, USA--The Vice-Chancellor, University
of Mkar, Benue State, Nigeria, Professor Emmanuel

Hemen Agba
(left) met with
the Mutual
Union of Tiv in
America
(MUTA) in the
22nd Annual
Convention of
the group in
Hattiesburg,
Mississippi
from July 31 to
August 3, 2014.
MUTA, a non-

profit and non-partisan charitable organization which
began in the United States in 1993, is committed to pro-
moting Tiv culture in the United States of America and
Canada, and supports Tiv communities and others
around the world in areas of education, healthcare, agri-
culture, and disaster relief. This year’s MUTA convention
examined the Tiv people and culture; past, present, and
future. During his remarks to participants at the meeting,
Professor Agba called on members to use their exposure
and experience in
America to help
develop the Tiv
nation abroad.
Professor Agba
commended the Tiv
in America for the
unity of purpose and resilience that has helped them
keep the association up and running despite facing many
challenges both at home and abroad. He shared his

experience of relying on faith and a relentless positive
attitude to face the numerous difficulties he encounters at
University of Mkar and used this story to challenge mem-
bers to develop positive attitudes towards life in their
own experiences. Professor Agba also used the occasion
to commend MUTA members for the support they have
rendered to university of Mkar since its establishment in
2005. He particularly noted the contributions made by
Professor Daniel Nomishan, who designed, developed,
hosted, and paid for the University website from 2006 to
2012. 
Professor Agba also shared an update on Mkar University,
giving a rundown of the courses offered and the universi-
ty’s accreditation status. He celebrated the recent
approval by National Universities Commission (NUC) to
start a Postgraduate School with uniquely designed
Master’s degree programs aimed at addressing the
needs of the state. Professor Agba concluded his presen-
tation with an appeal for partnership, especially from
people in the academia. He called on members to make
contributions, such as computers, to put the university in
good stead for the Joint
Admissions and
Matriculation Board
(JAMB) examination
requirement for
Computer Based Testing
(CBT) which will take
effect from 2015.
The members of MUTA appreciated and commended the
Vice Chancellor for taking time to attend the meeting to
brief them on the progress at the university. They said he
shunned material gain and chose to render service to the
university and Tiv nation; saying that as a renowned
Professor of Medical Physics; a rare field in Nigeria, he
could have chosen to go elsewhere for “greener pas-
tures.”--Story supplied by Joseph Antyo



Daystar University Launches
Construction of Houses to Fight
Disease
MARIGAT, BARINGO COUNTY, KENYA--Daystar
University has launched the construction of 100 corrugat-
ed iron sheet houses to replace the stick-walled houses in
Marigat, Baringo County. The launch, which was held in
Kaprong’uno village and culminated at Marigat High
School on July 29, saw an elderly woman moved from a
one-room
stick-walled
house to a
two-roomed
iron sheet
house. The
village of
Kaprong’uno
came alive with dancing, as the woman received the key
to her new house after its official opening overseen by
Baringo County Governor, H.E. Hon Benjamin Cheboi.
Hon. Cheboi thanked Daystar University and its financiers
for taking the initiative to conduct research on Kala Azar
in the county. He noted the high cost of treatment of the
disease
which
exceeds
what most
locals are
able to
afford.
Kala Azar is
spread by the sand fly; it has symptoms similar to that of
malaria, and is fatal if untreated. Key research findings
show that poor housing is a critical factor for the transmis-
sion of the disease; hence the decision to replace stick
walled houses with corrugated iron sheet houses. 
The Deputy Governor, H.E. Matthew Tuitoek noted that 
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the research done by Daystar will not only benefit the
100 updated households, but it has also benefited the
locals because building materials are bought from
Marigat shops, labor for constructing the houses is being
provided by the locals, and the team is using research
assistants from the youth in the county; two from each vil-
lage. This is the second phase of research carried out by
the principal
investigator,
Professor Peter
Ngure, a top
scientist in the
country and an
immediate for-
mer dean and
lecturer at Daystar University.

Africa Nazarene University
Participates in YALI
NAIROBI, KENYA--The Africa Nazarene University (ANU)

was one of two institutions in Kenya selected to partici-

pate in the newly instituted Young African Leadership

Initiative (YALI) promoted by U.S. president Barrack

Obama. The initiative, which seeks to develop the next

generation of leaders in Africa, has sought to collaborate

with three institutions in providing different expertise and

experiences for the young leaders. ANU will provide

expertise in youth engagement and outreach that will be

augmented with Kenyatta University’s established cur-

riculum and capacity, and the public administration train-

ing of the Kenya School of Government. Mr Desmond

Otwoma and Dr. Rose Karimi, have been representing

the institution in crucial meetings for the program.
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(continued from page 1...) religious or theological pro-
grams. The first panel was on the theme of
“Interdisciplinary formation and holistic mission in Latin
America”, a conversation with the Principals of the
Evangelical University for the Americas (UNELA, the Latin
American Biblical University (UBL), the School of Pastoral
Studies (ESEPA) and the Center for Interdisciplinary

Theological Formation (CETI). The second panel had  the
theme “Challenges to Christian Higher Education in Latin
America” with the participation of Dr. Harry Fernhout and
Dr. Sidney Rooy representing IAPCHE globally and in
Latin America, and the Deans of Theological and
Religious Studies from the Distance Learning University
(UNED) and the National University (UNA), both Costa
Rican state universities. A more general objective of the
consultation was to promote IAPCHE’s work in the region,
making strategic alliances with other organizations con-
cerned with holistic mission and the best ways to train

God’s people. The consultation was organized in alliance
with the Center for Interdisciplinary Theological Education
(CETI) and the Latin American Theological Fellowship
(LATF), two organizations that play a key role in advancing

God’s work through intellectual and academic capacity
building in the continent Present at the consultation meet-
ing was Dr. Harry Fernhout, IAPCHE board chair,who fol-
lowed with great interest the process of the conference.
Dr. Fernhout spoke at the meeting about the “History and
mission of IAPCHE” at the global level.
This consultation is part of a broader strategic plan for
systematic research that tries to respond to social prob-
lems afflicting Latin America under the title “Scholarship
and Development in Latin America: Protestant faculty
involvement in  social responsibility research”.  An
“Affirmation” of the consultation is being drawn up and
the papers that were presented during the consultation
are being prepared for publication.

Dr. Sidney Rooy Receives IAPCHE’s
Service Award
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA--Dr. Sidney Rooy was the recipi-
ent of IAPCHE’s Outstanding Service Award in the recent-

ly concluded Latin American
Region consultation. Dr. Rooy
(left), who also gave the keynote
speech at the gathering, has
been a major champion of
IAPCHE’s work in Latin America
for many years.Presenting the
award to Dr. Rooy was Dr. Harry
Fernhout, IAPCHE’s board chair,
who thanked Dr. Rooy for his

unwavering
commitment to
advance
IAPCHE’s mis-
sion in Latin
America and
for his own
scholarly contri-
butions to the
understanding
of the --Story and photos provided by Fernando Bullon
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IAPCHE’s Faculty Development and
Leadership Training Project in East
Africa Comes to an End
GRAND RAPIDS, MI--A two year faculty development
and leadership training pilot project in East Africa
came to an end this September. The project which
was developed by IAPCHE’s executive director, Dr.
Mwenda Ntarangwi sought to develop capacity in
specific institutions to carry on IAPCHE’s work in the
region. The project started with an intensive five day
training in Nairobi on how to bring about one’s faith

to
shape
teach-
ing,
learn-
ing,
lead-
ership

and service. The participants, drawn from six
Christian universities in East Africa returned to their
campuses with specific tasks to undertake for a
semester before meeting again in Nairobi to review
their progress. This approach to IAPCHE’s signature
Faculty Enrichment Programs (FEP) seeks to move
beyond regular attendance of IAPCHE programs to
developing capacity for training colleagues on the
basics of faith-shaped work and sustaining it on their

campuses long after
the meetings are
done. This
September, Dr.
Ntarangwi visited
Daystar University,
Africa Nazarene
University, Catholic
University of Eastern
Africa (Kenya), St.

John’s University of Tanzania, and Uganda Christian
University, where he witnessed the work of col-
leagues who had participated in the Nairobi training
program.

Having carried out a major faculty and staff development pro-
gram for its employees in order to realign them with the misi-
son of the university, Daystar University is now working on a
training module for all part-time staff seeking to work for the
institution. At Africa Nazarene University faith-shaped learning
and teaching will be a key element of faculty workshops held at
the beginning of each academic
year. A similar workshop was
held in early September where
over 80 faculty and staff attended
and shared their own strategies
for infusing their Christian faith
into their work. At Catholic
University of Eastern Africa plans
are underway to undertake a fac-
ulty development training pro-
gram in early January 2015
where the mission of the institu-
tion and strategies for applying one’s faith in teaching will be
highlighted.

At St. John’s University of
Tanzania, a day long work-
shop for faculty on focused
on establishing strategies for
realigning the institution’s
Christian mission in all its
facets of life, while bein cog-
nizant of its multifaith con-
text. The faculty of Education
and Arts at Uganda Christian
University held a four-day
integration of faith and learn-

ing training workshop for its faculty (both full-time and part-
time) in which they were introduced to the principles and prac-
tical strategies for making their faith central to their teaching.
The success of this pilot project is a testimony of the critical role
IAPCHE will continue to play in developing capacity and net-
works of Christian teachers and leaders in higher education for
an increasingly complex world.
Photos- Clockwise from bottom: Dr. Leah Marangu, VC, ANU; Faculty discus-
sion session at ANU; Dr. Carsim Rubagumya, Acting VC, SJUT; and Dr. John

Senyonyi, VC, UCU. All taken during training sessions on the campuses.
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Shirley Hoogstra, Appointed President
of CCCU
WASHINGTON, D.C.--Shirley Hoogstra, Calvin College’s

VP for Student Development, has recently been selected
at the Council of Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU)
president. Hoogstra took up her new role on September
29, 2014 after service Calvin for 15 years. 
Hoogstra comes with a wealth of experience, including
20 years as an executive leader in higher education not
only at Calvin College but also within the CCCU.
“Shirley will be an outstanding servant-leader for the
CCCU in her role as president,” said Michael Le Roy,
president of Calvin College. “She is passionate about
Christian higher education and its capacity to shape the
lives of students. In addition, I am confident that Shirley
will also be an excellent advocate and bridge builder as
she explains the mission of Christian higher education to
audiences unfamiliar with our sector’s approach to teach-
ing, learning and scholarship. The Council’s gain is Calvin
College’s loss, but this appointment gives me great hope
for the future of the CCCU.” 
Hoogstra brings extensive legal expertise to her new
position as well, having spent 13 years prior to coming to
Calvin practicing law as a partner in New Haven, Conn.
Andrea Cook, president of Warner Pacific College in
Portland, Ore., chaired the CCCU’s presidential search
committee. She says Hoogstra’s breadth and depth of
experience and her passion for Christian higher educa-
tion pushed her to the top of a national search that
began back in February. While at Calvin Hoogstra was

also involved in the nationally-known television interview
show Inner Compass that explores how people make
their decisions about ethical, religious, and social justice
issues in the private and professional lives.
“It is imperative that institutions are represented by a
leader passionate about our mission, savvy when consid-
ering legal and political liabilities, and grounded in
Christ,” said Cook. “Shirley is all of these, and I have full
confidence that she is the right person to lead us in such
a time as this.”
“[I’m excited for] this opportunity because I am passion-
ate about Christian education generally and Christian
higher education specifically,” Hoogstra said. "The world
is increasingly complex and the liberal arts education that
CCCU schools offer prepares students to understand why
faith deeply matters to people.”
Based in the
nation’s capital,
the CCCU is a
higher educa-
tion association
of 175 intention-
ally Christ-cen-
tered institu-
tions around the
world. Charles W. Pollard, chair of the CCCU Board of
Directors and president of John Brown University in
Siloam Springs, Ark., says Hoogstra has developed a
deep understanding and knowledge of the organization
and its members through 14 years of voluntary service to
the CCCU—both at the institutional and association level.
“[Shirley] knows firsthand the heartbeat of the organiza-
tion and its membership—the people who carry out the
mission of Christian higher education. Moreover, she is a
person of deep faith, humble courage, intuitive judg-
ment, legal insight and convicted civility, characteristics
which will enable her to represent the CCCU winsomely
and effectively in Washington and elsewhere.” 
Hoogstra is the first female president of this 38-year old
organization. Congratulations Shirley Hoogstra and may

God give you wisdom and
courage in your work
every day.
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Driestar Educatief Celebrates its 70th
Anniversary
GOUDA, NETHERLANDS—September 2014 marks the
70th anniversary of Driestar Christian University. Driestar
was founded in September 1944 in Krabbendijke,

Zeeland, as a Reformed teacher training college. The uni-
versity has grown significantly, both in number of stu-
dents and in study opportunities.
To celebrate this milestone, an anniversary service was
held on Friday, September 19, in the Sint Janskerk
Church (right)
in Gouda.  The
Janskerk is a
Dutch monu-
ment that is
known for its
stained glass.
Commenting
on this impor-
tant event IAPCHE board member and president of
Driestar Mr. Rens Rottier said, “we would like to share a
piece of the riches and blessings we have received as an
institution with our international partners.” The theme of
the evening was ‘thanking and sharing,’ with international
partners from Africa, China, and Ukraine. The evening
celebration began at 7:30 p.m. and ended at around
10:00 p.m., followed by a social gathering. Driestar offers
programs that are up-to-date and in touch with teaching
practices. All its programs have been ranked between
first and fifth on the national rating lists for teacher train-
ing programs with special educational needs as one of its
areas of expertise. Driestar works closely with several pri-
mary schools and  practitioners in the field, a practice that
makes its teachers keenly aware of what matters to teach-
ers in their classrooms. Congratulations, Driestar!

Liverpool Hope Senior Lecturer
Named in Top Ten Most Influential
Academics with a Disability
LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND— Dr. David Bolt, Senior Lecturer
in Education Studies, has been named one of the UK's
top ten most influential academics with a disability by the
Disability News Service. Dr. Bolt (below), who has a visual
impairment, came seventh in the Academia and Research
category of the prestigious list,
which ranks the UK's most influen-
tial disabled people in terms of
their current influence and the
effect they have on society, on how
we think and feel, on how we live,
and on how we are governed. 
Leading theoretical physicist Professor Stephen Hawking,
Director of Research at the University of Cambridge's
Centre for Theoretical Cosmology, and who has a form of
motor neuron disease, topped the Academia and
Research category. Other categories included Public
Service, Politics, Media, Business and the Arts.
Dr. Bolt is an Associate Professor within the University’s
Faculty of Education and Director of the Faculty’s Centre
for Culture and Disability Studies (CCDS). He is editor of
the internationally recognized Journal of Literary and
Cultural Disability Studies and also leads the University’s
Disability Studies MA while teaching the Special
Educational Needs course in the Faculty.
Dr. Bolt is an Associate Professor within the University’s
Faculty of Education and Director of the Faculty’s Centre
for Culture and Disability Studies (CCDS). He is editor of
the internationally recognized Journal of Literary and
Cultural Disability Studies. He also leads the University’s
Disability Studies MA and teaches on the Special
Educational Needs course in the Faculty.

Dr. Bolt
said: "I am
both flat-
tered and
proud to
be placed
in such
great com-

E U R O P E A N  R E G I O N
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pany.  Many of the other academics on the list are my
own mentors." 
Dr. Bolt’s newest book is titled Changing Social Attitudes

Toward Disability: Perspectives from
Historical, Cultural, and Educational
Studies (Routledge, 2014). A volume
that brings the Centre for Culture and
Disability Studies Seminar Series
together, was launched recently at
Liverpool Hope University with invited
guest speaker Professor Robert
McRuer,

Professor of English at George
Washington University in the US.
Dr. Bolt also recently gave a
keynote presentation on his book
titled The Metanarrative of
Blindness: A Re-reading of
Twentieth-Century Anglophone
Writing (University of Michigan
Press, 2014). 

--------------------------------------------

IAPCHE Welcomes Laura Van Engen
GRAND RAPIDS, MI—IAPCHE is pleased to welcome Ms.
Laura Van Engen as its full time administrative assistant.

Laura (below) who
hails from Grand
Rapids, MI, is a
recent graduate of
Calvin College
(January 2014) with
a Bachelor of Arts in
International
Development
Studies and a Minor
in Sociology. During
her time at Calvin
Laura studied

abroad in Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia (with the
International Sustainable Development Studies Institute)
and Honduras (with Calvin’s Justice Studies Program).
She plans to go to Graduate School for Masters in an

advanced International Studies program (Development
Practice and Policy, Development Anthropology,
International Peace Studies, or MBA). Laura brings to
IAPCHE experience from other non-profit organizations
including: Co-developing Bethany Christian Services'
Hope Farms, a five-acre farm in southeast Grand Rapids
where she assisted refugees develop their past farming
experience into deeper agricultural and entrepreneurial
skills and sell their produce to local farmers markets,
restaurants, and grocers. She was also a volunteer and an
intern at Bethany Christian Services' PARA for a total of
four years. Laura is in charge of day-to-day activities of
running the IAPCHE office as well as monitoring and
updating the organizations new website.

Introducing the Kuyper Centre for
Christian Worldview Studies
GEELONG, AUSTRALIA--The Reformed Theological
College at Geelong, Australia, has recently opened the
Kuyper Centre for Christian Worldview Studies to pro-
mote the cause of Christian Worldview in Australia and
New Zealand. The Centre operates a website at
www.kuypercentre.org.au, and hopes, in time, to grant a
Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma in Christian
Worldview Studies. Any IAPCHE members who are inter-
ested in linking sites with similar interests to the Centre or
contributing articles or book reviews to the website are
encouraged to submit these to Bill Berends (below) at
bberends@rtc.edu.au.
The Reformed Theological
College is also offering an
online unit in Christian
Worldview Studies. This unit
can be taken at a graduate
orundergraduate level, and can
be credited towards Australian
degree courses that make pro-
vision for such electives.
Alternatively the unit can be taken as an “audit”, whereby
students participate in all aspects of the course except
the final exam, for just $300. The online course comprises
of 24 lessons (in text and PowerPoint format), discussion
forums, additional readings and quizzes. 
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Dr. Doug Blomberg Named President
of the Institute for Christian Studies
TORONTO, CANADA—Henriette Thompson and Aileen
Van Ginkel, Chair and Co-Chair of the Board of Trustees
of the Institute for Christian Studies, are pleased to
announce the appointment of Dr. Doug Blomberg to the
position of President, effective July 15, 2014. Dr.
Blomberg (below) has been teaching at ICS since 1997
and served as Academic Dean and then acting president.
He also held the role of interim President since January

2014. “Doug Blomberg is an
experienced administrator and
respected academic with a long
history of commitment to the
Institute for Christian Studies,”
said Ms. Van Ginkel. “ICS will
greatly benefit from Doug’s inti-
mate knowledge of the institu-
tion and the continuity he brings
to the president’s role,” accord-
ing to Ms. Thompson. A native

of Australia, Dr. Blomberg spent a year as a student of ICS
in 1975-76. He shared in an address as acting president,
“ICS has always been an exciting place for me, since I first
heard of it way back in 1972. It is no exaggeration to say
that the course of my working life has been shaped by
[ICS’s] influence.” He completed his PhD studies at the
University of Sydney in 1978 and an EdD at Monash
University in 2004. In 1990 he was elected a Fellow of the
Australian College of Educators for his “contribution to
the theory and practice of Christian schooling.” From

1979, he served as
Principal of the
Institute for Christian
Education (later, the
National Institute for
Christian Education),
the teacher education
arm of the Christian

School movement in Australia. Dr. Blomberg immigrated
to Canada with his wife, Heather, in 2003 to accept the
position of Senior Member at ICS. Congratulations, Doug!

IAPCHE Welcomes Two New Board
Members
GRAND RAPIDS, MI--IAPCHE Welcomes Dr. Tesur Aben
and Dr. Geoff Beech at the newest members of the board
representing Africa and Asia/Oceania respectively. Prof.
Tesur Akuma Aben (below) received his PhD from Calvin
Seminary in 2000 and currently serves as the president of

the Theological College of Northern Nigeria where he is
involved in training pastors for the Nigerian Church. AN
expert in systematic theology, Prof. Aben joined IAPCHE’s
board representing Africa region in December 2013.
Dr. Geoff Beech (below) has been involved with formal
education in one form or another almost all of his life—-
teaching at almost all levels of institutions from Grade
three to postgraduate. He originally trained as a primary
school teacher and taught in
government schools in New
South Wales, Australia, for
around twenty years. His own
education includes an MEd and
a PhD. The thesis explored the
perspectives of leaders in
Bolivia, South America, from
rural and collectivist, urban cul-
tures with regard to the prioriti-
zation of shame-honor, guilt-innocence and fear-power
affective domain pairs and the worldview origins of the
priorities. He and his wife served at Carachipampa
Christian School—a school for missionary children in
Bolivia--for 17 years. Dr. Beech represents Asia/Oceania
and runs an organization called Lifeworld Education. 
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Western Christians in Global Missions
By Paul Borthwick
IVP Press, November 2012
A century ago, Christianity was still pri-
marily centered in North America and
Europe. By the dawn of the twenty-first
century, Christianity had become a truly
global faith, with Christians in Asia,
Africa and Latin America outpacing
those in the rest of the world. There are
now more Christians in China than in all

of Europe, more Pentecostals in Brazil than in the United
States, and more Anglicans in Kenya than in Great Britain,
Canada and the United States combined. Countries that
were once destinations for western missionaries are now
sending their own missionaries to North America.
Given these changes, some think the day of the Western
missionary is over. Some are wary that American mission
efforts may perpetuate an imperialistic colonialism. Some
say that global outreach is best left to indigenous leaders.
Others simply feel that resources should be focused on
the home front. Is there an ongoing role for the North
American church in global mission? Missions specialist
Paul Borthwick brings an urgent report on how the
Western church can best continue in global mission. He
provides a current analysis of the state of the world and
how Majority World leaders perceive North American
Christians' place. Borthwick offers concrete advice for
how Western Christians can be involved without being
paternalistic or creating dependency. Using their human
and material resources with wise and strategic steward-
ship, North Americans can join forces with the Majority
World in new, interdependent ways to answer God’s call
to global involvement.
In this critical age, the global body of Christ needs one
another more than ever. Discover how the Western
church can contribute to a new era of mission marked by
mutuality, reciprocity and humility.

The Death of the Messiah and the
Birth of the New Covenant
By Michael J. Gorman
Cascade Books, 2014
In this groundbreaking book, Michael
Gorman asks why there is no theory or
model of the atonement called the
“new-covenant” model, since this
understanding of the atonement is like-
ly the earliest in the Christian tradition,
going back to Jesus himself. Gorman

argues that most models of the atonement over-empha-
size the penultimate purposes of Jesus’ death and the
“mechanics” of the atonement, rather than its ultimate
purpose: to create a transformed, Spirit-filled people of
God. The New Testament’s various atonement metaphors
are part of a remarkably coherent picture of Jesus’ death
as that which brings about the new covenant (and thus
the new community) promised by the prophets, which is

also the covenant of peace. Gorman therefore proposes a
new model of the atonement that is really not new at all—
the new-covenant model. He argues that this is not mere-
ly an ancient model in need of rediscovery, but also a
more comprehensive, integrated, participatory, commu-
nal, and missional model than any of the major models in
the tradition. Life in this new covenant, Gorman argues, is
a life of communal and individual participation in Jesus’
faithful, loving, peacemaking death.

The Evolution of Adam: What the Bible Does and
Doesn’t Say About Human Origins
By Peter Enns, Brazos Press, 2012

Can Christianity and evolution coexist?
Traditional Christian teaching presents
Jesus as reversing the effects of the
Fall of Adam. However, an evolution-
ary view of beginnings doesn't allow
for a historical Adam, making evolution
seemingly incompatible with what
Genesis and the apostle Paul say
about him. For Christians who accept
evolution and want to take the Bible
seriously, this presents a faith-shaking
tension. Peter Enns, an expert in bibli-

cal interpretation, offers a way forward by explaining how
this tension is caused not by the discoveries of science
but by false expectations about the biblical texts.
Focusing on key biblical passages in the discussion, Enns
demonstrates that the author of Genesis and the apostle
Paul wrote to ask and answer ancient questions for
ancient people; the fact that they both speak of Adam
does not determine whether Christians can accept evolu-
tion. This thought-provoking book helps readers recon-
cile the teachings of the Bible with the widely held evolu-
tionary view of beginnings and will appeal to anyone
interested in the Christianity-evolution debate.

True Paradox: How Christianity
Makes Sense of Our Complex World
By David Skeel
IVP Press, August 2014
How do we explain human conscious-
ness? Where do we get our sense of
beauty? Why do we recoil at suffering?
Why do we have moral codes that none
of us can meet? Why do we yearn for
justice, yet seem incapable of establish-
ing it? Any philosophy or worldview

must make sense of the world as we actually experience
it. We need to explain how we can discern qualities such
as beauty and evil and account for our practices of morali-
ty and law.
The complexity of the contemporary world is sometimes
seen as an embarrassment for Christianity. But law profes-
sor David Skeel makes a fresh case for the plausibility and
explanatory power of Christianity. The Christian faith
offers plausible explanations for the central puzzles of 



our existence, such as our capacity for idea-making, our experi-
ence of beauty and suffering, and our inability to create a just
social order. When compared with materialism or other sets of
beliefs, Christianity provides a more comprehensive framework
for understanding human life as we actually live it.
We need not deny the complexities of life as we experience it.
But the paradoxes of our existence can lead us to the possibility
that the existence of God could make sense of it all.

Dwell: Life with God for the World
By Barry D. Jones, IVP Press, Sept 2014
Popular notions of Christian spirituality
today tend to focus on getting us out of the
world or getting the world out of us. Many
are looking to spirituality as a means of dis-
engaging from this life—to experience the
transcendent or discover personal whole-
ness. Much of popular Christian thought
seems to be about avoiding the corruption
of the world by being pious and following

the rules. But Jesus offers a radical model for living. As the
Incarnate One who dwelt among us to accomplish the mission
of God, he teaches us how to dwell in the world for the sake of
the world. If we are to become like him, we must learn what it
means to live out this missional spirituality in the places we
dwell. What does a Christian life deeply rooted in the logic of
the Incarnation look like? Missional teacher and pastor Barry
Jones shares his vision for authentic Christian spirituality focused
on becoming more like Jesus. We dwell in a specific place and
time in history, with unique bodies and in a world for which God
has great purposes of redemption. This presence in the world
should lead us to pattern our lives after the life of Jesus who was
a boundary breaker, a shalom-maker, a people-keeper, and a
wounded-healer. "Jesus' life shows us what it looks like to be
fully human, to be whole and holy . . . to be in the world and not
of the world, to live passionately for the world and not protec-
tively withdrawn from it, " says Jones. "Allowing the logic of the
Incarnation to inform our vision of the spiritual life corrects the
tendency toward a self-oriented pursuit of transcendence or a
negative spirituality of behavior modification and disengage-
ment from the world." Including practical suggestions for real-
life application and questions for discussion, Jones describes liv-
ing a missional life from a place of deep connection with and
dependence on God clearly showing a compelling vision of the
life we want to live and the spiritual disciplines necessary to live
out our vision in the specific contexts of day-to-day life. We
need a renewed vision of Christian spirituality that leads us to be
conformed into the image of Christ who dwelt with us for us.

Evangelical Postcolonial Conversations:
Global Awakenings in Theology and Praxis
Kay Higuera Smith, Jayachitra Lalitha, and L.
Daniel
IVP Press, June 2014
Colonialism involves more than just territorial
domination. It also creates cultural space that
silences and disenfranchises those who do
not hold power. This process of subjugation

continues today in various forms of neocolonialism, such as
globalization. Postcolonialism arose in the latter half of the twen-
tieth century to challenge the problem of coloniality at the level
of our language and our actions (praxis). Postcolonialism seeks
to disrupt forms of domination and empower the marginalized
to be agents of transformation.
In 2010, the Postcolonial Roundtable gathered at Gordon
College to initiate a new conversation regarding the significance
of postcolonial discourse for evangelicalism. The present vol-
ume is the fruit of that discussion. Addressing themes like
nationalism, mission, Christology, catholicity and shalom, these
groundbreaking essays explore new possibilities for evangelical
thought, identity and practice.
The contributors demonstrate the resources for postcolonial crit-
icism within the evangelical tradition, as well as the need to sub-
ject evangelical thought to an ever-new critique to prevent the
formation of new centers of domination. Evangelical
Postcolonial Conversations models the kind of open dialogue
that the church needs in order to respond appropriately to the
pressing concerns of the world today.

Apologetics Beyond Reason: Why Seeing
Really Is Believing
By James W. Sire
IVP Press July 2014
"Look carefully. Listen closely. Do you see? Do
you hear? There are a million signposts point-
ing toward the specific truth of God in Christ.
I’ve seen many of them. But God is speaking to
you too. Look and see. Listen and hear."

In this accessible and engaging work, veteran apologist Jim Sire
gives us eyes to see the myriad "signals of transcendence" all
around us that point to the specific truth of God in Christ.
Focusing on the power of good literature—even from those who
deny the existence of God—enables us to perceive and testify to
God's reality in ways that rational argument alone cannot.
"While reason can be very helpful in pointing us to God and
helping us in our apologetics, what compels and convinces peo-
ple is more multidimensional," says Sire. "What is needed is a
more holistic apologetic that not only includes truth but also
goodness and beauty." All inspiration is rooted in God the
Creator, and some of God’s truth lies buried until an artist
exposes it. Good literature, written from a Christian standpoint
or not, displays multiple examples of our human understandings
of God, the universe and ourselves. It testifies to the existence of
a transcendent realm and often, in fact, to the truth of the
Christian faith.

Playing God: Redeeming the Gift of Power
By Andy Crouch
IVP Press September 2013
2014 Outreach Magazine Resource of the
Year ("Also Recommended," Leadership)
ForeWord 2013 Book of the Year Award
Finalist (Adult Nonfiction, Religion)
Power corrupts—as we've seen time and time
again. People too often abuse their power
and play god in the lives of others. Shady
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politicians, corrupt executives and ego-filled media stars have
made us suspicious of those who wield influence and authority.
They too often breed injustice by participating in what the Bible
calls idolatry. Yet power is also the means by which we bring
life, create possibilities, offer hope and make human flourishing
possible. This is "playing god" as it is meant to be. If we are to
do God's work—fight injustice, bring peace, create beauty and
allow the image of God to thrive in those around us—how are we
to do these things if not by power? With his trademark clear-
headed analysis, Andy Crouch unpacks the dynamics of power
that either can make human flourishing possible or can destroy
the image of God in people. While the effects of power are
often very evident, he uncovers why power is frequently hidden.
He considers not just its personal side but the important ways
power develops and resides in institutions.
Throughout Crouch offers fresh insights from key biblical pas-
sages, demonstrating how Scripture calls us to discipline our
power. Wielding power need not distort us or others, but
instead can be stewarded well. An essential book for all who
would influence their world for the good.

Abraham Kuyper: Modern Calvinist,
Christian Democrat
by James D. Bratt 
Eerdmans Publishing, 2014
This is the first full-scale English-language
biography of the highly influential and
astonishingly multifaceted Abraham
Kuyper (1837-1920) – theologian, minis-
ter, politician, newspaper editor, educa-
tional innovator, Calvinist reformer, and
prime minister of the Netherlands from
1901 to 1905.  James Bratt is the ideal

scholar to tell the story of Kuyper's remarkable life and work. He
expertly traces the origin and development of Kuyper's signa-
ture concepts—common grace, Christian worldview, sphere sov-
ereignty, Christian engagement with contemporary culture—in
the dynamic context of his life's story. Based on voluminous pri-
mary and secondary Dutch sources, Bratt's Abraham Kuyper:
Modern Calvinist, Christian Democrat will prove to be the go-to
biography of this major figure whose ideas and influence extend
far beyond his own time and place.

Strangers and Pilgrims Once More:
Being Disciples of Jesus in a Post-
Christendom World
by Addison Hodges Hart – Eerdmans
Publishing, 2014
In this book Addison Hodges Hart articu-
lates some crucial questions for contempo-
rary Christians: What sort of church must
we become in today's post-Christendom
world, where we can no longer count on
society to support Christian ideals? What

can we salvage from our Christendom past that is of real value,
and what can we properly leave behind? How do we become
"strangers and pilgrims" once more, after being "at home" in
Christendom for so long?  Summoning readers to wise and

faithful discipleship in our post-Christendom age, Hart

suggests both how Christ's disciples can say "yes" to much that
was preserved during the age of Christendom and why they
should say "no" to some of the cherished accretions of that
passing epoch.

The Pietist Vision of Christian Higher
Education: Forming Whole and Holy
Persons
By Christopher Gehrz, Editor 
IVP Academic, Jan 2015
Pietism has long been ignored in evangeli-
cal scholarship. This is especially the case
in the field of Christian higher education,
which is dominated by thinkers in the
Reformed tradition and complicated by the
association of Pietism with anti-intellectual-

ism. The irony is that Pietism from the beginning "was intimately
bound up with education," according to Diarmaid MacCulloch.
But until now there has not been a single work dedicated to
exploring a distinctively Pietist vision for higher education. In
this groundbreaking volume edited by Christopher Gehrz,
scholars associated with the Pietist tradition reflect on the Pietist
approach to education. Key themes include holistic formation,
humility and openmindedness, the love of neighbor, concern for
the common good and spiritual maturity. Pietism sees the
Christian college as a place that forms whole and holy persons.
In a pluralistic and polarized society, such a vision is needed
now more than ever.

Interreligious Learning and Teaching: A
Christian Rationale for a Transformative
Praxis
By Kristen Johnston Largen 
Fortress Press, 2014
There is still resistance in Christian institu-
tions to interreligious dialogue. Many feel
that such a practice weakens Christian
faith, and promotes the idea that
Christianity is merely one among many dif-
ferent religious options. When it comes to

higher education, there is the fear that both college and semi-
nary students will "lose their faith" if they are invited to study
other religious traditions from a positive perspective.
Unfortunately, this attitude belies the current culture in which we
live, which constantly exposes us to the beliefs and practices of
others. Kristin Johnston Largen sees this setting as an opportuni-
ty and seeks to provide not only the theological grounding for
such a position but also some practical advice on how both to
teach and live out this conviction in a way that promotes greater
understanding and respect for others and engenders a deeper
appreciation of one's own faith tradition.
Largen's synopsis of interreligious education and suggested
action includes contributions by Mary Hess and Christy Lohr
Sapp. Hess and Sapp provide practical commentary regarding
the successful implementation of Largen's proposed approach.
As a group, Largen, Hess, and Sapp create a text that extends
pedagogical innovation in inspiring but practical ways.
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Kierkegaard’s Concept of Faith 
By Merold Westphal, Eerdman’s,
August 2014
Authoritative study of Kierkegaard
by a Christian philosopher who has
been called a "living legend"
In this book renowned philosopher
Merold Westphal unpacks the writ-
ings of nineteenth-century thinker
Soren Kierkegaard on biblical,
Christian faith and its relation to rea-
son. Across five books — Fear and

Trembling, Philosophical Fragments, Concluding
Unscientific Postscript, Sickness Unto Death, and Practice
in Christianity — and three pseudonyms, Kierkegaard
sought to articulate a biblical concept of faith by
approaching it from a variety of perspectives in relation
to one another. Westphal offers a careful textual reading
of these major discussions to present an overarching
analysis of Kierkegaard's conception of the true meaning
of biblical faith. Though Kierkegaard presents a complex
picture of faith through his pseudonyms, Westphal
argues that his perspective is a faithful and illuminating
one, making claims that are important for philosophy of
religion, for theology, and most of all for Christian life as
it might be lived by faithful people.

Christian Scholarship in the
Twenty-First Century: Prospects
and Perils
By Thomas M. Crisp, Steve L.
Porter, & Gregg Ten Elshof
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co,
Sept 2014
The Christian tradition provides a
wealth of insight into perennial
human questions about the shape
of the good life, human happiness,
virtue, justice, wealth and poverty,

spiritual growth, and much else besides -- and Christian
scholars can do great good by bringing that rich tradition
into conversation with the broader culture. But what is
the nature and purpose of distinctively Christian scholar-
ship, and what does that imply for the life and calling of
the Christian scholar? What is it about Christian scholar-
ship that makes it Christian? Ten eminent scholars grap-
ple with such questions in this volume. They offer deep
and thought-provoking discussions of the habits and
commitments of the Christian scholar, the methodology
and pedagogy of Christian scholarship, the role of the
Holy Spirit in education, Christian approaches to art and
literature, and more. Contributors include Nicholas
Walterstorff, Alvin Plantinga, Amos Young, George
Hunsinger, and Paul Moser, among others.

Skills and Inequality: Partisan
Politics and Political Economy of
Education Reforms in Western
Welfare States
By Marius R. Busemeyer
Cambridge University Press, Sept 2014
Skills and Inequality studies the politi-
cal economy of education and training
reforms from the perspective of com-
parative welfare state research.
Highlighting the striking similarities

between established worlds of welfare capitalism and
educational regimes, Marius R. Busemeyer argues that
both have similar political origins in the postwar period.
He identifies partisan politics and different varieties of
capitalism as crucial factors shaping choices about the
institutional design of post-secondary education. The
political and institutional survival of vocational education
and training as an alternative to academic higher educa-
tion is then found to play an important role in the later
development of skill regimes. Busemeyer also studies the
effects of educational institutions on social inequality and
patterns of public opinion on the welfare state and educa-
tion. Adopting a multi-method approach, this book com-
bines historical case studies of Sweden, Germany, and the
United Kingdom with quantitative analyses of macro-level
aggregate data and micro-level survey data.

Consider No Evil: Two Faith
Traditions and the Problem of
Academic Freedom in Religious
Higher Education
By Brandon G. Withrow
Cascade Books, July 2014
Even casual acquaintances of the
Bible know that the Truth shall set you
free, but in the pursuit of that Truth in
higher education-particularly in
Christian or Jewish seminaries-there
are often many casualties suffered

along the way. What happens when faculty and students
at religious academies butt heads with senior staff or dare
to question dogmas or sacred cows that the institution
cherishes? Consider No Evil examines seminaries affiliated
with two faith traditions-Christian and Jewish-and explores
the challenges, as well as prospective solutions, con-
fronting those religious academies when they grapple
with staying true to their traditions, as they interpret them,
while providing an arena that incubates honest and seri-
ous scholarship.

-----------------------------
*Please note that the information shared here on books is
taken from publisher’s promotional material and should
not be considered a review of the books by IAPCHE.
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CONTACT
Contact is the official newsletter of the International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE). It is published quarterly as
a way of informing its members about news from across the many world
regions in which IAPCHE operates. If you have any news items you would like
to share with IAPCHE’s members worldwide, please contact IAPCHE at 

3201 Burton Street SE, 
Raybrook Bldg. Suite 204, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546, USA 
iapche@calvin.edu 
website: www.iapche.org 
Tel: +616-526-7906

ABOUT IAPCHE
IAPCHE is a network of institutions and individuals worldwide committed to
advancing Christian education through training, capacity building, scholar-
ship, and networking in ways that reflect both the universal (shared view of
Christ’s centrality in our identity and work) and the local (attending to the spe-
cific realities and practices of where and who we serve).  

IAPCHE’s Mission is to develop a network that facilitates contact and mutual
assistance, acts as a catalyst for research and training, and encourages biblical
and contextual responses to the critical issues in contemporary society, so as
to help people serve the Lord Jesus Christ in an integral way.
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